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The Ulster Canal was opened in 1842 and ran *~~ — EETTEER

74km (46 miles) through Fermanagh, Monagh %%

and Armagh on its way east from the River Fi Oy onoawon
and Erne System to the River Blackwater a el ]

RVER BLACKWATER JPOWADWN

Lough Neagh. Canal boats had to pass throug
locks along its length. With the passage of tin¥z.

this waterway became commercially unviable ar ol ‘ og;"'"
it eventually closed in 1931. N o ARMAGH

O ARMAGH

Ministers at the North South Ministerial Counc
(NSMC) agreed proposals in June 2015 ., B e
facilitate the development of a Greenway alor "~ .
the route/linear corridor of the Ulster Canal fron ¢

Castle Saunderson, Co Cavan to Charlemont, Co.CAVAN
Armagh. The NSMC also agreed Waterways Ireland should undertake the role of lead partner on this roject
with the support of the relevant Councils and other stakeholders along the route.

The proposed Greenway will brlng abandoned sections of the Ulster Canal towpath back into public@se

The plan will bring disused sections of the canal towpath back into public use, creating a fantastic amegity for
the people of the miellster region. The vision is that in addition to providing a quality sustaingdle
transportation corridor and leisure facility for local people, the greenway network will attract visitors tofis
underdeveloped tourist region. This will ensure that tourism plays a bigger role in driving sustafable
economic development in the region. Full details of the strategy are available on the project wdglsite
www.ulstercanalgreenway.com.
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_wn Greenway/s open for business!

A In 2013 a 4km section of greenway was opened along the line of
the Ulster Canal through Monaghan Townthis project was
funded by Smarter Travel and has been hugely successful. By
2015 user numbers had topped 100,000.

As well as supporting local commuters in Monaghan Town, the
existing greenway is regularly used for events and activities
including walking festivals, fun runs, charity events and the
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for off-road recreational walking and cycling facilities, and
further development of the Ulster Canal Greenway has become a
priority for the midborder region

The Ulster Canal
Greenway creates a
safe route for

pedestrians and cyclists
to travel across

Monaghan town and to

access the town centre

Phase 2; Funding Secured & Projec_

Following the success of the Monaghan Town Greenway, a
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VA programme. After 18 months of scoping, planning and
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to Phase 2 of the Ulster Canal Greenway in December 2016.
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Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes Body
(SEUPB). Match funding has been provided by the
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the
Department for Infrastructure. This crebsrder project will

be led by Waterways Ireland in partnership with Monaghan
County Council, Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon
Borough Council and East Border Region.

The project will involve extending the existing 4km
Monaghan Town greenway from east to Middletown in Co.
Armagh and west to Smithborough in Co. Monaghan. A spur
along the route of the Monaghan Town Bypass will connect
the east side of Monaghan Town with the greenway. When
Phase 2 is completed, the total Ulster Canal Greenway

length will be 26km.

The new section of greenway is

expected to be operational in 2020.
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