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CONSULTATION PROCESS
Two well attended public consultation 
events were held at 8 March 2017 in 
Knockatallon and Cooneen/ Coonian. 
The feedback given during these events, 
plus responses to the questionnaire 
have been used to inform this Draft 
Masterplan.

HOW TO HAVE YOUR SAY

FILL OUT A FORM
Complete our short survey online available with these panels.

GIVE US A SHOUT
Keep an eye out on a public consultation in your area, come 

along and talk to our team.

DROP US A LINE
Send an email with your feedback and ideas to 

sliabhbeagh@paulhogarth.com

things most disliked

things most liked

“These sights I see,
 these sounds I hear on the Mountain 

of Sliabh Beagh.”
-’The Mountain of Sliabh Beagh’, by Peter Keenan

Inception Meeting - Jan. 2017

Desk Top Studies - Feb. 2017

Site Appraisal - Feb. 2017

Initial Stakeholder Engagement - Mar. 2017

Options Appraisal - Apr./May 2017

Draft Masterplan - Jun./Jul. 2017

Second Stakeholder Engagement - Aug. 2017

Final Masterplan Report - Sept./Oct. 2017

Masterplan Launch - Nov. 2017

MASTERPLAN PROCESS

Welcome to the Draft Sliabh Beagh Masterplan 
public consultation process.   

The Masterplan has been jointly commissioned 
by Monaghan County Council and Fermanagh & 
Omagh District Council to establish a strategic 
vision for the future of this important rural area. 
The plan is being produced by Landscape 
Architects, The Paul Hogarth Company, working in 
close consultation with local people.

These boards summarise the emerging findings, 
aims, objectives and projects.  You are kindly 
invited to review these draft proposals and to 
share with us your feedback, so helping improve 
the plan.  
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FEEDBACK SO FAR

It is vital that as many local people, groups and businesses have 
their say on the Draft Plan.

The consultation period will run from 14th September to 6th 
October 2017. 

DRAFT
SLIABH BEAGH
MASTERPLAN

DELIVERY
OF THE PLAN
Once finalised, the projects within this plan will be 
prioritised for funding and delivery by a range of 
different parties, including council, government bodies 
and community groups.

In addition, ongoing projects that are compatible with the 
masterplan are to be supported. These include proposals for 
pathways at Knockatallon, Knocks and the bog, as well as some 
other mapping initiatives.

“The wild hare hops across the moor, the beagle cries behind,
Eishmore looms high above it all, bedecked with spruce and pine,

On a moss-clad swamp behind the lake, a moorhen shy is wadin’,
While a bumblebee drones through the air with heather honey laden.”
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“WHERE IS SLIABH BEAGH?”

“WHAT IS SLIABH BEAGH?”ANALYSIS

WHAT MAKES SLIABH
BEAGH SPECIAL TO YOU?

Before developing ideas for Sliabh Beagh it is 
essential that we ensure a good understanding of 
the area.  What makes Sliabh Beagh special? This 
process has been informed by a desktop review 
of plans and policies, by site visits to the area and 
by an initial consultation process with residents 
from the area. This board sets out some of these 
key findings.

Sliabh Beagh has many qualities. Identifying 
them and articulating why they are important 
will help us to protect and sensitively enhance 
them.  Like all places, Sliabh Beagh also has room 
for improvement.  These issues and their impact 
need fully understood so that viable solutions can 
be found. 

Sliabh Beagh has a strong sense 
of community and it various 

communities have worked together 
on a number of projects. This 

community spirit is an important 
strength that will be key to taking the 

area forward. 

Sliabh Beagh is an attractive 
landscape, which is unspoilt by over-
development. Maintaining this quality 

will key to the future of the area, 
especially in attracting increased 

tourism.

Sliabh Beagh is an important 
natural habitat and home to several 

key species of flora and fauna.  
Coordinated work is required to 
ensure habitats are protected 

and enhanced, while increasing 
awareness.

Sliabh Beagh is a place of calm and 
tranquality, unaffected by noise and 

light pollution.  This is another integral 
quality to the area. 

Sliabh Beagh has signficant potential 
as a tourism destination.  Existing 

tourism information and facilities are 
of good quality, but will need to grow 
considerably across the entire area. 

Sliagh Beagh is strategically well 
located and with investment planned 
in surrounding transport infrastructure 

(eg A5 / N2, Ulster Canal) it will 
become more accessible. 

Sliabh Beagh is unique as the 
meeting point of 3 counties. The UK’s 
decision to leave the European Union 
places uncertainity around the border 

between North and South and in 
particular the many crossing points. 

Not everyone has heard of Sliabh Beagh and there is very little signage advertising the area.  This will 
be a key issue to address should the area be promoted for increased investment and tourism. 

What is the role of Sliabh Beagh in the wider area? This will 
be an important question to answer through the masterplan.  

Having a clear vision and sense of purpose will make promoting 
Sliabh Beagh an easier process. 

DRAFT
SLIABH BEAGH
MASTERPLAN
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Maintain 
and improve 
the natural 

environment

Develop the 
tourism potential 

of the area

Continue to grow 
as a great place to 

live and work

Protect, manage 
and enhance 

the natural 
environment

Strengthen 
networks and 
infrastructure

Define and 
develop place 

identity

Extend the welcome 
and sharing

AIMS

OBJECTIVES

SUSTAINABILITY

i ii
iii iv

The unspoiled melancholic bog, 
the breathtaking lakes and the deep 

forest, all the different landscapes in 
Sliabh Beagh need to be looked after 

and their future ensured.

A place with healthy lifestyles 
and minds, closely related with 

nature that also offers employment 
opportunities.

Helping visitors discover all of Sliabh 
Beagh’s outstanding features would 
help local economy and connect the 

area with its surroundings.

Ensure Sliabh Beagh’s future as a 
natural asset, enhancing biodiversity 

and preserving the characteristics 
that make it special.

Improve the transport and data 
network to rebuild connections within 

the area and its surroundings.

Establishing and celebrating the local 
identity and brand appeal of Sliabh 

Beagh.

Welcoming all to Sliabh Beagh 
while building up healthy social 

relationships and sharing local history 
and values.

WHAT ARE YOUR PRIORITIES 
FOR SLIABH BEAGH?

The Draft Aims and Objectives summarised on this board 
set out the overarching priorities for Sliabh Beagh.   Once 
finalised, these should be used to guide all future policies 
and projects for the area. 

Sliabh Beagh is a wonderful natural asset on the doorstep 
of many people. It is therefore important that we protect 
and enhance this natural landscape as much as possible. 

Sliabh Beagh is also home to a rural community. It must 
therefore provide for its people, maintaining a good quality 
of life and providing opportunities for employment and 
business growth. 

Key to the future of Sliabh Beagh will be our ability to 
carefully balance these requirements. 

DRAFT
SLIABH BEAGH
MASTERPLAN
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THEMES [A-C]
CONSERVATION 
MANAGEMENT

A

Building and sustaining partnership to look after this natural landscape is a vital part of fulfilling the aims 
of this masterplan. The Ballybay-Clones Erne East Partnership (BCEEP) provides an important forum 

for cooperation across council areas. Community groups are also working hard to improve their area. 
Further partnership and collaboration between communities and councils is proposed.

1} Re-establishment and support of a Sliabh Beagh wide forum

Sliabh Beagh is home to the beloved Hen Harrier, the Red Grouse, the Pine 
Marten and the Red Squirrel, along with some special flora. These features 

are what make Sliabh Beagh distinctive, so the conservation of habitats 
and key species is a key action for this masterplan. A Conservation 
Management Plan was produced in August 2011 and set out 
priorities. It is now proposed to prepare a Biodiversity Action 
Plan that would identify specific actions to enhance the 
area’s richness of flora and fauna, while balancing the 
requirements of farmers and other landowners.

1} Biodiversity Action Plan

PARTNERSHIP & 
ADMINISTRATION

B

The Draft Sliabh Beagh Masterplan 
consists of 10 separate themes, under 
which a number of actions are proposed.   

These themes and actions seek to fulfill 
the Aims and Objectives for Sliabh Beagh 
as listed on the previous board. They range 
greatly in scale and complexity.  Some will 
require signficant funding, while others will 
require coordination of community and 
voluntary effort. 

Once the masterplan is finalised, the 
projects will be included in an Action Plan. 
This will allow for actions to be prioritised 
and delivered by the Councils, agencies 
and communities, as and when funding 
becomes available. 

IDENTITY & 
PROMOTION

C

HOW COULD YOU
HELP IMPROVE SLIABH BEAGH?

DRAFT
SLIABH BEAGH
MASTERPLAN
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A place is not only defined by its nature and built features, but also by the stories 
and culture that develops around it. This heritage must be preserved,

shared and celebrated in partnership with communities.

To enhance the visitor experience, an interpretation strategy needs to be developed. 
The natural features as well as historical events will be explained through signage 
and trails. This would also be an educational resource for schools and colleges.

There is a strong need to translate Sliabh Beagh’s identity into an appealing 
brand that can be easily recognizable for visitors. It is proposed that this 

identity definition is developed through a collaborative process with the 
residents and businesses, who know Sliabh Beagh best.

1} Social History collation, digital archiving and communication
2} Interpretation Strategy to research and develop themes

3} Interpretation Signage & Art
4} Schools Programme

5} Collaborative process to development ‘Sliabh Beagh’ 
identity, brand and marketing material

6} Expand existing pilot online community mapping 
project to include all of Sliabh Beagh area
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GATEWAYS

E

THEMES
[D-G]

HOW ELSE CAN WE WELCOME VISITORS 
TO SLIABH BEAGH?

DRAFT
SLIABH BEAGH
MASTERPLAN

DIGITAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

D

A key priority of the masterplan is to improve accessibility of the area for visitors.

The ‘OUTER GATEWAYS’ are the towns on the outskirts of Sliabh Beagh which will serve 
as the first contact points for visitors. These towns are well connected by main roads and 

are therefore easy to access from bigger cities. The outer gateways will play a key role in 
orientating visitors and directing them to the inner gateways, the real entrances to Sliabh Beagh.

The ‘INNER GATEWAYS’ are therefore the villages closest to the heart of the area. These will be the 
entrance points to the natural landscape and its paths. Tourist information, interpretation and parking 

of the site will also be provided at these gateway villages.

1} Regional Signage
2} Identification of outer gateways for tourism information & orientation
3} Identification of inner gateway sites for visitor car parking and orientation facilities
4} Tourism training and awareness programme

Digital coverage needs to be improved in Sliabh Beagh. 
Creating stronger broadband and mobile phone reception 

that helps connect the whole area, is vital for the local 
economy and sustainability of the area.

1} National lobbying for improved infrastructure
2} Pilot community led initiative

ROAD 
INFRASTRUCTURE

F
Consultation revealed road conditions as one of the biggest 

issues facing Sliabh Beagh. Improvement works and a 
maintenance plan for their future are required as part of 

existing roads programmes. Having a network of roads in 
good conditions is vital to ensure connections within Sliabh 
Beagh and with the surrounding areas, as well as making 
it easily accessible for visitors.

1} Coordination of road improvements as part of 
ongoing maintenance programme

PATHS &
SIGNAGE

G

Existing pathway routes need to be improved and a maintenance 
plan developed. In addition, new walking , cycling and horseriding 

routes across Sliabh Beagh have potential to increase the enjoyment of 
such a breathtaking natural area.

Along with a strong path network, having good signage to orientate visitors is 
as important. A design for sculptural waymarkers consistent with the Sliabh Beagh 

brand needs to be developed. These welcoming signs to the area, located between 
the outer and inner gateways, will let everyone know when they have arrived in Sliabh 
Beagh. Furthermore, a network of finger post signs and orientation points is required.

1} Detailed condition survey
2} Path design guide

3} Phased improvement programme
4} Wayfinding Strategy

5} Signage & Public Art (inc Sliabh Beagh waymarkers)
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THEMES
[H-J]

WHERE
DO YOU THINK
NEW PATHS 
SHOULD BE 
LOCATED?

DRAFT
SLIABH BEAGH
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DESTINATIONS & 
EXPERIENCES

H
Developing Sliabh Beagh as a destination will require maintaining and advertising its existing features of interest. 

These landmarks, many of which have archaelogical and ecological significance, need improvement works 
done. These need to be guided in detail through a Conservation Management Plan.

Sliabh Beagh has potential to further develop existing and new activities that would appeal to a 
wide range of people. These include walking, cycling, birdwatching, fishing and horseriding. 

Such activities will be developed by the private sectors, with support from 
local councils.

Given the strong interest in astronomy in the area, Sliabh Beagh 
will seek to be included in the international Dark Skies initiative. 
This will  control light pollution and encourage increased 
stargazing activities in partnership with local experts 
and schools.

There are several good cultural and sporting events and festivals that take 
place in the Sliabh Beagh area. These require coordinated development 

and promotion to increase their impact. Furthermore, the potential exists 
for new events, including a cross-border walking festival and possibly a 

major Sliabh Beagh annual event.

1} Annual Calendar & Promotion
2} Sliabh Beagh Event Development Initiative

3} Cross-border Walking Festival

HOSPITALITY & 
ACCOMMODATION

J

EVENTS &
FESTIVALS

I

Mullaghfad ChurchGhost House Carn RockDark Skies

1} Conservation Management Plan to identify 
site specific requirements 
2} Development & Coordination of Activities & 
Experiences
3} International Dar Skies Certification
4} Light pollution control
5} Development of astronomical 
infrastructure & activities

Along with the offer of new activities and experiences, providing 
appropriate accommodation is of vital importance, These must 

meet the needs of different interests and should include hotels, 
hostels, B&Bs and camp sites, Innovative accommodation 
consistent with the aims of Sliabh Beagh should be 
encouraged (eg. stargazing bubble tents). Accommodation  
will continue to be both private or community-led initiatives.

1} Community & Private Sector Development Support
2} Coordination & Networking


