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Monaghan LCDC Peace IV Action Plan is drawing to a close.  In December 2016 Monaghan County Council was awarded €3 million by the Special EU Programmes Body under the EU supported Peace IV programme to deliver Peace & Reconciliation activities in the heart of our communities.  The last few weeks have seen a number of projects reach completion.  This includes the County of Sanctuary, Rossmore Park, Peace by Piece and Monaghan Makers projects.
With the support of the Peace IV programme Monaghan County Council are pleased to announce that County Monaghan has become the first ‘County of Sanctuary in Ireland’.  Significant work has been undertaken to make Monaghan a place that promotes a culture of welcome, and inclusiveness right across every sphere and sector of society, so that wherever people go they will feel safe, welcome and included.  
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Over the last 2 years this project has engaged with over 2500 participants and has delivered cross community activities involving ethnic minority and minority faith communities.  













Events included the celebration of Lithuania Day with the Lithuanian community.





[image: C:\Users\npayne\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\1H70M2DL\IMG-1334.JPG]

[image: C:\Users\npayne\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\1H70M2DL\IMG-2330.JPG]As part of this project Scoil Eanna, Ballybay became the first primary school to achieve the ‘Schools of Sanctuary’ award in Ireland.








The development of the new play park in Rossmore Park is another successful project under the Peace IV programme.  This project received €300,000 in Peace IV funding and makes this space more open and welcoming to all.  It has been a huge success.
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Two other ambitious projects have seen the engagement of children and young people in cross community programmes using science and technology to break down barriers and to build relationships.  
The ‘Peace by Piece’ project uses a software platform produced by Lego for the development of programmable robots based on Lego building blocks.  This project has successfully engaged with over 330 children and young people over an 18 month period, involving cross border collaboration with schools in Co. Armagh and Co. Monaghan.
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The Peace by Piece project has helped develop and strengthen positive relations generating greater awareness, understanding and appreciation for other cultures, traditions and beliefs between the various schools participating in the programme as they collaborated on shared Lego projects.   
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The Monaghan Makers project brought children and young people together in ‘Maker Spaces’.  Here they could learn, explore and understand, without any barriers, labels or prejudices.  
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All projects in our current action plan will draw to a close by December 2019.  However a commitment has been made by the EU Commission to deliver a future Peace Programme, which will see more projects delivered on the ground in our communities where it matters the most.
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Contact us:
If you would like more information on any of our Peace IV projects please send an email to  peace4@monaghancoco.ie

We look forward to hearing from you.


This project is supported by the European Union’s PEACE IV Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB).
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