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Building Frontages Enhancement Scheme (BFES) 
Main Street, Carrickmacross
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Building Frontages Enhancement Scheme (BFES) 
Main Street, Carrickmacross

Introduction

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is designed to support the revitalisation of rural Ireland by focusing on stimulating town centre economic and social regeneration. This will be achieved through projects which support sustainable employment creation, town centre resilience and regeneration, enhancing our streetscapes, and bringing vacant and derelict buildings and lands back into use as community multi-purpose spaces through refurbishment and renovation.

The focus of this Building Frontages Enhancement Scheme (BFES) is to support the upgrade and enhancement of shopfronts and street facades along Main Street, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan using the following:

· Green Enhancement of Entrances/Terraces with planting

· Painting and redecoration of Building Façade as per the provided colour palette; de-cluttering and repair of Building Façade

· Other Façade improvement works including:

· Illumination and lighting of architectural features

· Replacement of signage with traditional wooden fascia with wooden or hand-painted lettering OR contemporary design

Eligibility 

Property owners or tenants of commercial, residential or unoccupied buildings that fall within the designated area of Main Street, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan (as shown on attached map) are eligible for consideration under the scheme. 

Tenants must submit the owner’s written consent with the application. 

Commercial rates must be paid up to date or there must be an agreed payment plan in place. Contact rates@monaghancoco.ie or phone 047-30590 to set up a payment plan if you are in arrears. 

Grant Amount 
The maximum grant available to applicants is 80% of eligible costs with a maximum grant payment of €8,000 per building.
Applicants must contribute 20% of eligible costs.
Eligible Costs 

	Category 
	Description 
	€ Max Grant

	1. Green Enhancements 
	Green enhancement of entrances/ terraces with planting.


	€500

	2. Painting and Decorating 


	Painting of building/shop front in selected colours as per the provided colour palette which will complement the building and streetscape. Decluttering and repair of shopfronts. (Decluttering can include such works as removing unnecessary signs, flagpoles, wiring etc.) 
	€3,500

	3. Façade Improvements 
	a) Appropriate illumination and lighting of architectural features

b) Replacement of signage with traditional wooden fascia with wooden or hand-painted lettering OR contemporary design.


	€4,000


Maximum grant payable per building is €8,000
Where works are undertaken directly by the property owner, 100% of eligible material costs may be recouped under the scheme. 

Quotations

Written quotations are required.
The following procurement rules apply:
· Where the works are to be undertaken directly by the owner or tenant, 1 quotation for materials is required.
· Where you are engaging a contractor:
· 1 quotation is required if the value of works is less than €5,000
· 3 quotations are required if value of works is €5,000 or above
Planning 

Alterations to the front of your premises may require planning permission. Applicants are advised to contact the Planning Section in Monaghan County Council in advance of applying for funding under the BFES Scheme. Guidance will be provided by a Planning Officer in respect of whether the proposed works requires planning permission.
Additional Permissions

Where the use of public space is impacted, for example where footpath access is restricted during works, a hoarding licence is required under Section 254 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000.

Quality, Design and Conservation
· The approved colour palette must be used. 

· Murals and lighting must be agreed in advance.

· Works on protected structures must follow conservation best practice.
Health and Safety, Insurance & Compliance
Ensure all necessary consents, legislative compliance, and adherence to Health and Safety regulations.

How to Apply

A completed application form must be submitted by 4pm on Friday, the 15th of May 2026 and must include the following:
· Owner consent letter (if tenant)

· Detailed proposal - Sketch of proposed changes (e.g. drawings of new Shopfront or new Signage) and proposed colour scheme

· Colour photographs of property in its current condition  

· Written quotations

· Tax Clearance Number

· Where applicable: 

· VAT number 
· Rates account number 
· Proof of Planning compliance

· Protected structure status

· Section 254 licence confirmation

Approval

Works should not commence until formal written approval has been issued by Monaghan County Council. Once the applicant receives confirmation of grant approval, works must be completed as specified on the Letter of Approval. The timing of the works must be agreed with Monaghan County Council.
Payment

Works must be completed by Friday, the 27th of November 2026.
Following the completion of the works, the following documentation must be submitted: 
· Photographs of completed works
· Copy of paid invoice(s) 
· Proof of payment e.g. bank statement showing transactions made through the applicant’s bank account.  Cash payments will not be eligible for grant aid.
· A final inspection will then be carried out by a Council official before grant payment will be made.

Withdrawing or Amending Grants

The Council/Department may reduce, withdraw, or recover grant funding if works are not completed within the agreed timeframe or deviate from the approved scope without prior written approval.

Publicity and Data

This scheme is funded under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2025 by the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht.

Notes

Applications will be reviewed on a first come first served basis. Where the Council receives more eligible applications than there is funding available to support, we reserve the right to compile a list of reserve projects, in case further funding should become available.
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Appendix 1: Building Frontages Enhancement Scheme - Main Street Carrickmacross, Colour Palette

Appendix 2: Building Frontages Enhancement Scheme - Main Street Carrickmacross, Map
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