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What this means on the ground
Teams of ecologists will be visiting the lands in and around the Scotstown River catchment over the coming months. They will be looking in detail at the condition of the rivers throughout the survey area. They will also be looking at the land that adjoins the rivers and mapping these. They will record the wild and semi-natural habitats and species that occur in the catchment as well as looking at what potential threats or pressures exist. The team members will be wearing orange hi-viz and will be happy to discuss the project with any landowners who meet them.

What is a Blue Dot?
Just like a Blue Flag Beach, a Blue Dot river is one that has reached the highest levels of water quality. The Scotstown River is one of only a few rivers in the country, and the only one in in Co. Monaghan, that has reached this goal – and it’s an achievement the whole community should be really proud of! An exciting new project is just starting which will look closer at this amazing river and we’d love the whole community to get involved!

Why it means a lot!
This new project will examine the best river catchment in Co. Monaghan - the Scotstown River catchment! The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has identified the waters in Ireland that have a high-quality status objective, which are more commonly known as ‘Blue Dot waters’ or ‘Blue Dots’. Less than half of Blue Dot waters are actually currently achieving high ecological status. The Scotstown River is one of the few waters currently managing to retain this high status!

Tydavnet Group Water Scheme has teamed up with Monaghan County Council and the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) to carry out a detailed study of the Scotstown River from near Barratitoppy, through Drumscor, to Scotstown village. A Clones consultancy – Flynn Furney Environmental Consultants – has been appointed to carry out this study.

A healthy river catchment means cleaner water for everyone but not only that! Good quality catchments provide vital habitats for a range of wild species, including mammals, birds, fish and invertebrates. They are excellent buffers against some of the effects of climate change including floods and droughts. A healthy catchment is also an integral part of our landscape.

Working with schools
We look forward to working with groups of pupils from the schools St Joseph’s NS, Knockatallon and Urbleshanny NS within the catchment! We will be taking school-goers out of the classroom, showing them what makes the Scotstown River so important, and how they can help protect it.
Upper Scotstown River (10 & 20)This is the blue dot area










Public Events
We will be holding a number of public events as part of this project. We will be launching the project at Tydavnet Community Centre on 21st May and we’d love to see you there at any time between 2pm and 6pm! During Heritage Week 2024, we will have a Farm Walk on 21st August, as well as a Water Day on 24th August (involving an exploration of the catchment). Finally, we will be presenting our project findings in Tydavnet Community Centre on 27th September. All are welcome to attend these events!

Small Changes, Real Results
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Informing Landowners and Householders
The Scotstown River catchment has continued to maintain its high water quality status in recent years, which is a credit to local residents. However, there are always threats to water quality from human activities! An important part of this project is providing information for the people who live within the catchment. We will be giving advice on the condition of the river but also on the actions we can all take to keep it clean and healthy.

Some agricultural practices can pose serious risks to the health of rivers. Often, simple changes to how these practices are carried out can make real improvements to the long-lasting protection of watercourses! Also, householders have a legal responsibility to maintain and upgrade their septic tanks. Substantial grants are available to those in Blue Dot areas for this - for more information check out LAWPRO’s lawaters.ie webpage on Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems. What’s more, if everyone avoided using pesticides in the Scotstown Blue Dot area, this would make a huge contribution to conserving the river catchment’s high status into the future!

You Live in a Blue Dot Area	You Live in a Blue Dot Area




















Do you have old memories or stories of the Scotstown River or information you think would be useful for the project?
We’d love to hear from you!
Email Jennifer at jennifer@flynnfurney.com
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