[bookmark: _GoBack][image: HP logo2.jpg]
COUNTY MONAGHAN HERITAGE FORUM MEETING 
Ballybay Wetlands Centre
28 January 2019

Present:  George Knight (Chairperson), Cllr Pat Treanor, Larry McDermott, Mary Kerley, Paul Flynn, Marianne McEneaney, Shirley Clerkin (Heritage Officer), Sandra McQuaid (Assistant Staff Officer), Dr.Rory Sheehan( CANN project co-ordinator)

Apologies: 	Michaela Kirrane, Gretta McCarron, Liam Bradley, Cllr Seamus Coyle, Kevin V Mulligan, Joe Shannon.

1. Minutes & matters arising September 2018

Agenda and minutes were proposed by Cllr Pat Treanor and seconded by Larry McDermott.

2. Matters arising from the minutes

Cllr Pat Treanor had spoke to his colleagues regarding grant money from the Heritage Council which was refused by Monaghan Co Council for the Market House in Castleblayney. Elected members were unclear about the situation and will keep enquiring about available funding for this and other projects
Shirley Clerkin told the meeting that Michael Starrett, CEO of the Heritage Council has retired, and that Virginia Teehan will take up his post on 1st February 2019.  Shirley Clerkin spoke at Michael Starrett’s leaving function as Chairperson of the Local Authority Heritage Officers Network.

Paul Flynn highlighted the fact that Monaghan Co Council cut the grass at Magheross and enquired could they cut grass at a small graveyard near Swanns Cross. Shirley informed him that only graveyards owned by the local authority were maintained by them.

Sandra McQuaid told the meeting that the theme of Heritage Week this year is Pastimes and Past Times and circulated a booklet by the Heritage Council “100 ideas for Heritage Week”. If anyone had any ideas for Heritage week they should contact Sandra.

3. Heritage Project Plan 2019

Shirley informed the meeting that unfortunately the Heritage Council funding had decreased again this year and our allocation for 2019 was potentially as low as €20,000. This is in comparison to €50,000 some 10 years ago. As chairperson of the Heritage Officers Committee Shirley is to meet with the Heritage Council to discuss the Heritage officers concern about the lack of funding to local authorities.

4. CANN Project Update

Dr Rory Sheehan gave an update on the CANN project.

5. National Heritage Plan “Heritage Ireland 2030” – Workshop/Discussion

Shirley conducted a workshop based on questions from the consultation document in relation to a joint submission from Monaghan Heritage Forum Group.
Various difficulties and possible solutions were discussed and identified.
Shirley will compile the submission, resend to the HF members for comments, and send it to the Heritage Council before the deadline which is 28th February, 2019. 

6. Update from Heritage Forum Members

Larry McDermott informed the meeting that the Patrick Kavanagh Centre was currently closed for renovations, hoping to reopen in Autumn 2019, but the project could possibly run in Spring 2020. The committee had difficulty finding storage space so all furniture was going to be sold to community groups. Larry also informed the meeting that they would be working out of a small office in the Round Tower Church for the time being.

Marianne McEneaney said that Tour Guide Training would be taking place soon for anyone that was interested.  She also told members that Monaghan Integrated Development would be holding more biodiversity courses if there was enough interest in March/April/May time. They held one in Monaghan and one in Glaslough in 2018 and they were both well attended. 

7. JCCHG Presentation

On the 14th November 2018 Shirley Clerkin made a presentation to the Joint Committee for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.   Shirley made a copy of the script available to the members of the Heritage Forum.

8. European Year for Culture 2018

The recommendations agreed by the EU OMC group on Sustainable Cultural Tourism were launched at the closing event for the EYCH in Vienna before Christmas 2018.  Shirley continues to work on the full final report, which will be launched in 2019.

9. A.O.B
There was no AOB at the meeting

10. Date for Next Meeting	 It was decided to hold the next meeting in Canal Stores, Clones on Thursday 28th March 2019 at 10.30am.
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