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COUNTY MONAGHAN HERITAGE FORUM MEETING 
Canal Stores, Clones
10th October, 2019

Present: 	Cathal Flynn, Director of Services, Rory Sheehan, Noel Finnegan, Kevin V Mulligan, Liam Bradley, Mary Kerley, Cllr Pat Treanor, Marianne McEneaney, Martin Brady
	Shirley Clerkin (Heritage Officer), Sandra McQuaid (Assistant Staff Officer)

Apologies: 	Michaela Kirrane, Joe Shannon, Cllr Aoife McCooey, Paul Flynn

1. Minutes & matters arising March 2019

Agenda and minutes were proposed by Marianne McEneaney and seconded by Cllr Pat Treanor.

2. Matters arising from the minutes

Kevin wanted his apologies noted for the March meeting which was omitted.

3. Resignation of Chair

Shirley Clerkin informed the meeting that George Knight resigned from the Heritage Forum.
Cllr Pat Treanor chaired the meeting. He thanked George for his contribution to the forum over the years. Members will be written to in order to organise a new chairperson.
Shirley also thanked George for his knowledgeable and supportive contribution to the Heritage Forum over the years.

4. Heritage Week 2019 - Report

Sandra McQuaid presented the programme of events that took place in Monaghan during Heritage Week 2019. The theme this year was Pastimes and Past Times. 
Approximately 40 events took place throughout the county and around 19 community groups were involved in events. The two National Initiatives were Wild Child Day and National Water Day.
Wild Child Day took place in Rossmore Park this year and over 200 children attended throughout the day despite the extremely bad weather.
National Water Days main event took place at Mountain River in Emyvale. 
Sandra also spoke about Heritage Week 2020 and how community groups can get involved in Heritage Week 2020 and receive support from the Heritage Office.

The Monaghan Heritage public awareness campaign, co-funded by the Heritage Council contributed to the organisation and promotion of Heritage Week 2019.

5. Castleblayney Market House Update

Cathal Flynn, Director of Services gave a detailed report about the current situation regarding Castleblayney Market House:
 
It is an objective of the Monaghan County Development Plan to protect structures for which we are owners or custodians.  Monaghan County Council has spent to date €400,000 on securing Castleblayney Market House.
Between April & August 2019, Hegarty Demolition company secured the inside of the Market House and removed various elements of the buildings that were found to be unsafe. There needs to be further investment on the project and a definite use identified for the building before any other remodelling work takes place to the interior of the building. Monaghan County Council are currently procuring engineers to construct a permanent frame inside and to replace the roof.

Martin Brady has an application submitted to Fáilte Ireland for a Market House Music project. The decision will hopefully be made before the end of 2019 and letters of support will be needed from the Heritage Council and DEHG. The feedback for this project so far has been very encouraging.  The minimum investment from Fáilte Ireland is €2.5m and they will supervise the project for 15 years. This project is 75% funded and the visitors in year one has been estimated to be 50,000.

Kevin Mulligan queried why vacant buildings are not being maintained in the first instance. If they were properly maintained, there wouldn’t need to be vast amounts of money spent trying to save them from collapse and dereliction. Maintaining historic structures provides a sense of pride and place. Applications for funding can then be made to enhance these buildings.

6. Interreg VA CANN Project

Rory Sheehan gave an update on the CANN project on Sliabh Beagh. He informed the members of the actions being taken on Sliabh Beagh to protect hen harrier and the curlew, which included protecting their habitats during the nesting season. The conservation work on the European habitats was presented. Rory also explained the merits of safe removal of invasive species and scrub on Sliabh Beagh.  Additional funding has been made available and the plan is to use this funding for drain blocking, habitat works and additional walkway works.


7. Monaghan Heritage & Biodiversity Plan presentation

Shirley Clerkin, Heritage Officer gave a presentation on the progress with the new plan. Public Consultation took place in May 2018. It is intended to have a draft plan at the beginning of 2020 and a draft plan for the next meeting of the Heritage Forum.  During these public consultants several issues were highlighted e.g. Ecosystem services, linking culture & nature, preservation of bogs and wetlands, greenway and Ulster Canal, education of both council staff and the public and a supportive local authorities for the community and heritage sectors. 

8. Historic Wells – Jaundice and Planxty Well

Following a query from Cllr. Pat Treanor, a discussion took place in relation to holy wells and the creation of an inventory of Holy Wells in Monaghan. It was agreed that an inventory would be one of the projects to be led by the Heritage Office in 2020 as part of the Heritage Plan implementation. These form part of our tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

The meeting noted that the general public often seek information about the holy wells and cures in County Monaghan, so a database with this information would be useful and informative for both local people and tourists to the area. 

9. Updates on 2019 Programme

a) Black Pigs Dyke, Archaeological Monograph & Exhibition  

Siobhan McDonalds exhibition “Hidden Monuments” Black Pigs Dyke was on display in the Market House until end of September. This was funded by Creative Ireland and was based on research undertaken through Monaghan Heritage Plan projects.
The Archaeological Monograph will be camera ready in 2020 and the aim is to have a hard copy publication and symposium in 2020. Work on the transcript, illustrations and new geophysical survey for 2019 is almost complete, co-funded by the Heritage Council and Monaghan County Council.

b) Wonderful Wetland Workshops – National Biodiversity Action Plan Funding

There are three workshops planned in October for communities and individuals to engage with wetlands in Clones, Monaghan & Carrickmacross. The sites being visited 
are Lough Naglack, Rossmore Park and Horseshoe lake.
These will be facilitated by Billy Flynn, Flynn Furey Consultants and Olivia Johnston. The aim is to combine ecology with art and produce community led information posters.

c) Rossmore 2020 Project

A set of Uilleann Pipes that once belonged to the 3rd Lord Rossmore Henry Robert Westenra in the mid eighteenth century have been donated to the museum by the current Lord Rossmore and have been conserved and brought back to life by local pipe maker and player Eamonn Curran. These were played by Tiarnan O’Duinncean on Culture Night with an historical talk by Sean McElwain.
As part of Creative Ireland musicians will play a composition comprising of music associated with the Westenras and Rossmores Uillean pipes in the Walled Garden in Rossmore Forest Park on 25th June, 2020.

d) All Ireland Pollinator Plan

The All Ireland Pollinator Plan was adopted by Monaghan County Council in May and they have undertaken to implement several of the actions, many of which have already commenced.
Biodiversity courses will be run by Leader in the next few weeks. Sandra will circulate details when they become available. 

10. A.O.B.

There was no AOB for this meeting

11. Date for Next Meeting

It was decided to hold the next meeting in Carrickmacross on Thursday 12th December at 10.30am

Mary Kerley will give us a short version of her Carrickmacross Walking Tour which she completed during the summer.
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