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COUNTY MONAGHAN HERITAGE FORUM MEETING 
Microsoft Teams
Wednesday 17th February, 2021

Present: 	Larry McDermott, Liam Bradley, Mary Kerley,  Fearghal Duffy, Cllr Pat Treanor, Michaela Kirrane, Paul Flynn, Joe Shannon, Rory Sheehan, (CANN project leader), Shirley Clerkin (Heritage Officer), Sandra McQuaid (Assistant Staff Officer), Sammy Leslie

Apologies: 	Kevin V Mulligan




1. Welcome, Introductions and selection of chairperson for meeting

Shirley welcomed Samantha Leslie to the member who has recently been appointed to the Heritage Council.
Then round the table introductions took place. Fearghal was asked to act as chairperson for todays meeting.

2. Adoption of Agenda
3. Minutes of previous meeting 12th October, 2020

The minutes and the agenda were proposed by Paul Flynn and seconded by Cllr Pat Treanor 

4. Adoption of Co Monaghan Heritage & Biodiversity Plan 2020-2025

The adoption of the plan was proposed by Cllr Pat Treanor and seconded by Fearghal Duffy.

Shirley informed the meeting that the Heritage & Biodiversity Plan 2020 – 2025 was adopted by the County Councillors in Novemeber 2020 at the County Council meeting.
It was presented to the Heritage Forum members and then members of the SPC
Five public consultations meetings took place around the county.

Shirley presentation showcased the main aspects of the Heritage and Biodiversity Plan. The Heritage Office have designed a new logo and new graphics throughout the plan.





5. Interreg Collaborative Action for the Natura Network update and programme for 2021

Dr Rory Sheehan gave the members an update on the CANN project.
He explained that they were 11 partners in the project all working together to achieve certain targets within the timescale of the project.
Activities for 2021 will include:

Nest Protection
Conifer Removal
Wildfire Plan
Conservation Action Plans
Grazing implementation in NHA
Training Activities for Stakeholders in Chainsaw & Pesticide application (Sandra to send details to Heritage Forum members)
Identifying drain blocking

The project has acquired a new member of staff Paul Sherlock, Conservation Assistant.
Joe Shannon asked was there a policy on maturity tree felling
Rory told the meeting that the tree felling could only take place in areas within the scope of the project.
Michaela added that the was an application from Coillte for tree felling. And the policy was to fell and replant

6. World Wetlands Day Events & Initiatives – 2nd February, 2021

Rory & Paul organised a live stream on Twitter detailing the draining blocking activities on Sliabh Beagh.
It was a very successful, albeit  windy event
Paul Flynn mentioned to the meeting that the insurance needed to fix the platoon at Ballybay Wetlands Centre wasn’t forecoming and wished for something to do be done in relation to insurance.
Sammy said there should be a push on government bodies to address the insurance issues as it woudl soon be the case that none of these activities would be able to acquire insurance at a competitive rate. In turn this would business that provide similar activities not viable.
Cllr Pat Treanor is to find out who provides insurance to waterways Ireland.








7. Biodiversity and Heritage Programme 2021
a) Monaghan Wetland Action Plan

Engagement will take place with community groups in relation to Co Monaghan Wetland Action Plan 2020-2021


b) Publication of book – Archaeology of Black Pigs Dyke

This publication is to be launched shortly. There was an event planned for 2020 but due to covid this would now be an online event.

c) County Hedgerow Survey

Several complaints have been received about landowners removing hedgerows. There has been a change of management in that previous hedge cutting was too severe.
Engagement with local community groups is needed in this regard. 


d) Holy Wells Inventory

The Heritage Office received a number of submissions in relation to holy wells and locations. Shirley took part in a radio interview last November to inform the public of the benefits from the survey.
Mary Kerley asked if a well had been filled in should she still send it in. Shirley told her to send all the details in anyway.

e) Public Awarness Initiatives
8. Contributions from forum members on heritage/biodiversity initiatives or information

Joe appealed to the members and the general public to report sightings of curlew (March to July) to Sandra for record purposes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A discussion took place with regard to use of scramblers and quads bikes on Sliabh Beagh. As it is very difficult to enforce the laws without the presence of a Wildlife ranger to accompany the Garda, this reminded a problem.
It also posed the question again of getting a wildlife ranger for Monaghan.

Kevin Mulligan who couldn’t be present at the meeting sent in correspondances. Sandra read his email to the members.
In his letter he expressed two major concerns, the demolition of Charles Gavin Duffys birthplace and the appointment of a Wildlife Ranger
Rory told the members that NPWS had a panel for Wildlife Ranger nationwide and to write to them and see could we appoint one in this way.
It was agreed that a letter should be sent from the Heritage Forum members regarding both issues.

Sammy informed the meeting that through Leader she has secured funding for an ecologist for the Castle Leslie estate

9. AOB

Shirley informed the meeting that there was a new website www.biodiversityimpactplan.ie
and it was very easy to navigate.

Rory told the members that Pat McKenna had been nominated for a Farming for Nature Awards.

The Heritage Office will be doing another Heritage podcasts series, this will consist of 5 heritage headings. Further details will follow. They will also be made available online. 

10. Date of Next Meeting

Date for next meeting is Wednesday 12th May at 12 noon via Microsoft Teams
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