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COUNTY MONAGHAN HERITAGE FORUM MEETING 
Microsoft Teams
Wednesday 12th May, 2021

Present: 	Larry McDermott, Mary Kerley,  Cllr Pat Treanor, Michaela Kirrane, Cllr Aoife McCooey, John McKeon, Paul Flynn, Joe Shannon, Shirley Clerkin (Heritage Officer), Sandra McQuaid (Assistant Staff Officer), Sammy Leslie

Apologies: 	Kevin V Mulligan, Liam Bradley, Fearghal Duffy, Marianne McEneaney, Kathleen Ward



1. Welcome, Introudction and selection of chairperson for meeting

Cllr Aoife McCooey chaired the meeting.


2. Adoption of Agenda
3. Minutes of previous meeting on 17th February, 2021 and matters arising

Proposed by Cllr Pat Treanor and seconded by Larry McDermott.


4. Biodiversity and Heritage Programme 2021

All events are taking place online for the minute, Seamus Connolly in the corporate section is featuring all items on Monaghan County Councils facebook page and website.

a) Monaghan Wetland Action Plan, webinar and attitudes survey

Peter Foss and Wetland Surveys Ireland continues to work on the Monaghan Wetland Action Plan. There were 156 responses to the online attitudes survey.  The council has submitted the project to the Excellance in Local Government Awards.
The citizen wetland mapping app has been developed as part of the MWAP. This project is funded through the National Biodiversity Action Plan.

		
b) Publication of Book – Archaeology of Black Pigs Dyke

Materialising Power. The archaeology of the Blacks Pigs Dyke, Monaghan By Coilin O’Drisceoil and Aidan Walsh. It’s a A4, hardcover book, 200 pages published by Wordwell. 
An online book lauch has been organised for Tuesday 15th June, 2021 on Microsoft Teams. There will be a number of speakers in the line up for the evening.
Books will be available in Easons, Rocks, Collective at Market Square, Carrickmacross and Canal Stores in Clones.



c) County Hedgerow Survey – Tenders


The tender documentation has been sent to ecological companies for proposals. 
A podcast on hedges will be recorded for Heritage Week this year and released in August.

Complaints are coming in to the Heritage Office about hedgerows being removed. No applications under the agricultural regulations were noted for the county in a national investigative report but hedgerows are being removed notheless.
Currently Monaghan has no NPWS wildlife ranger, appointments are being made nationally at present but unclear when the position will be filled in Monaghan.


d) Holy Wells Inventory

The collection of information on Holy Wells is ongoing and eventually the GIS showing location of the wells will be completed. A podcast about Holy Wells will be recorded and released for Heritage Week 2021 in August this year. 

e) Community Monument Fund applications submitted
a. Killeevan Old Abbey – Conservation works.
b. Clones Stones Shrine – Conservation works.
c. Errigal Truagh Medieval Church – conservation specifications.
d. Clontibret Battlefield Interpretion.







f) Public Awareness Initiatives 
a. Podcast Themes

The second series of 5 Heritage Podcasts will be released online during Heritage Week 2021 – Hedgerows, Holy Wells, Market Houses, Placenames, Headstones folk art and symbolism.
The series will be accompanied with music from Michael Gallen with Noel Murphy doing the recording and production.


b. Biodiversity Day/Week

A schools trip has been organised to Sliabh Beagh for Biodiversity Week, it takes place on 18th June, 2021.
The two schools that are taking part are Garron School, Tyholland and Gaelscoil Ultain in Clones.



5. Contributions by forum members on heritage/biodiversity initiatives or information

Sammy Leslie raised a concern about the demolition of historic buildings in the county including Hillhall.
She recommended that the planning system took more cognisance of these finite resources and employed a conservation officer.

Cllr Aoife McCooey asked about Mullyash Cairn  and how it could be better protected.
Mullyash Development Group commissioned a conservation study in collaboration with the Clogher Historical Society.

This is a national Monument so its maintained by National Monuments Service. Any work will need consent from the NMS. Shirley advised that this site would be a good location for an application for the Community Monuments Fund in the future.
Mullyash Development Group have done a conservation study on it.
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6. AOB

A telephone mast in Inniskeen was discussed. There was no public consulation and the mast is 18”high with antenna. 
	
Monaghan Enterprise are to remove the platoon at Ballybay Wetlands Centre. Shirley to contact Shane McGuinness.


7. Date of Next Meeting

Date for next meeting is Wednesday 1st September  at 12 noon via Microsoft Teams.
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