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COUNTY MONAGHAN HERITAGE FORUM MEETING 
Patrick Kavanagh Centre
Tuesday 17th May, 2022 at 2pm


Present: 	Cllr Aoife McCooey (Chairperson), Paul Flynn, Larry McDermott, Mary Kerley, Liam Bradley, Paddy Sherry, Fearghal Duffy,  Shirley Clerkin (Heritage Officer), Paul Sherlock, (Conservation Officer), Sandra McQuaid (Assistant Staff Officer)

Apologies: 	Michaela McKirrane, Colm Brophy, Marianne McEneaney


[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Aoife McCooey chaired the meeting

1. [bookmark: _Hlk90377177]Adoption of Agenda/Minutes

Proposed by Larry McDermott
Seconded by Paul Flynn
	

2. Minutes of previous meeting on 22nd February, 2022 and matters arising

There was no matters arising from the previous minutes 


3. Biodiversity and Heritage programme 2022

Heritage Council funding for County Heritage Plans applications

Shirley will be putting together an application for this funding jointly with Anne Marie Curley in Cavan Heritage Section. This project involves community engagement with farmers, working with small farmers to work with their neighbour farmers on small areas of land.

Under the Community Monument Fund Killevan Heritage Group have received funding and this year the tasks that will be completed are interpretation, signage, an ecological survey, agricultural survey of the lime tree and a film with Dara McCluskey involving the local schools. 

The CMF has also funded Errigal Truagh for conservation of the east gable in conjunction with permission from the National Monuments Service. A meeting will take place next week with all involved will take place next week. 

Public Awareness, WWD, Biodiversity Week, Heritage Week.

For Biodiversity week the following events took place:

Dawn Chorus given by Joe Shannon, Birdwatch Ireland. It was in Rossmore Park at 7am last Sunday. It was a perfect morning weatherwise and around 40 people attended.

Irish Wildlife Trust organised butterfly training in the Tyrone Guthrie Centre last Saturday. Jasmond Harding, author of The Irish Butterfly Book facilitated the event and spoke very knowledgeably about butterflies and other species.

Community Wetlands Forum is a national initiative run by Irish rural link. They have been working in different geographical areas providing representation and mentoring groups who want to restore wetlands from a community led point of view. Shirley felt that Monaghan could benefit from this expertise in the county.
Mary Mulvey facilitated a meeting in Iontas Centre on Thursday 19th May, 2022 for any one with an interested in preservation and restoration of wetlands.

Irish Traditional Cures talk tonight by Anne Bleakley in Monaghan Library at 8pm on Tuesday 17th May, 2022

Bat Talk & Walk by Tina Aughey, Bat Conservation Ireland at 8pm in Carrickmacross Library on Monday 23rd May, 2022.

Hedgerow Workshop on Saturday 28th May, 2022 in Ballybay Wetlands for a full day. This workshop is being led by Hedge Laying Association of Ireland.

The Heritage Office got funding for Conservation Vernacular building workshop on 13th August, 2022. To this end Shirley is looking for a suitable location to hold this workshop onsite. Paddy Sherry and Larry to revert back to Shirley with suggestions

The scheme is designed to encourage the reuse of old buildings. Des Byrne has been commissed to write a book on the traditional buildings which will incorporate the 2015 survey and the gate survey.
Sketches in the book will illustrate various ideas and different styles to give people ideas when re-designing buildings and ideas for reuse. Some of the more traditional designs can be incorporated when designing new buildings
Des Byrne will attend the workshop and do a slideshow for the traditional buildings for the Heritage Week event.

The Heritage Office are doing a local social media campaign using radio, instragram and social media platforms to examine the connections between climate and biodiversity.
A tender has already been published for this job but no responses were received. Shirley told the meeting that she had to reduce the specifications but keep the same price to try and attract suitable consultants to complete this work. One of the most important element would be best practices which will involve the Heritage Forum contributions and this will make the basis for recommendations to various consultations.


The 3rd series of our podcasts will be taking place in June. The subjects are

· Rock Art at Drumirril, Inniskeen
· Sliabh Beagh Upland Blanket Bog Restoration 
· Traditional Buildings
· Wonderful Wetlands
· Heritage and Climate


Videos for Mart TV production has been slowed a little but will be completed. They is too much noise in the Mart so subtitles are needed for the production.

Heritage Office is running Hedgerow training for MCC staff members over two mornings. This is a follow on from the Hedgerow strategy which Monaghan Co Council adopted last year. One of which has taken place and was very successful.
 Flynn Furey provided guidance and information to staff members to assist with planning, roads, water etc.  Staff will then implement changes identified in the hedgerow strategy. There will be another session for outdoor staff in the coming weeks.

The Wetland Network meeting will take place in Iontas on Thursday night at 7.30pm. Shirley would like to encourage as many stakeholders as possible to attend who have an interest in conservation and restoration of wetlands. 

Fearghal mentioned to the meeting that other stakeholders felt they couldn’t attend these meetings as they were top heavy with one particular group.

Funding available for developing this iniatitive but there needs to be “buy in” for a variety of stakeholders and not just dominated by one stakeholder. A wildlife officer would be needed in Co Monaghan to ensure that guidelines are adhered to. Shirley said that she got a phone call yesterday that County Monaghan will get one soon.

Paul Sherlock, Conservation Officer gave a CANN Update on the project.
In February 120 pead dams were installed as part of the drain blocking work on Sliabh Beagh. This work took place over 5 days in February on the bog.
Invasive species were also removed including Laurel, rhodo and conifer and that work took place in February as well.
A Fire Management Group was created on Sliabh Beagh to deal with activities. The first meeting took place last month. It is hoped to have 2-3 meetings a year involving Monaghan County Council, Fire Service both north and south, EPA, NPWS representatives.
Ammonia monitoring is ongoing in 7 different location, 3 in the repubic of Ireland and 4 in the North of Ireland.
Work is planned for the erosion preventation on Sliabh Beagh way which will improve the paths in Eshbrack Bog.

Project is due to finish up September 2022.


Wetlands Film – Creative Ireland
Filming is due to commence.

NBAP funding application

Wetlands restoration project, 3 years project to deliver restoration plans.  A tender will have to go out for ecologist over the 3 years of the project.
Under the Biodiversity fund we have money for a mini grazer. Council will use it on the back of tractor and can take up to 1 ton of grass. The grass will go to the compost.
This is intended to change the management practice of the verges and areas in housing estates. Michael Carroll is our horticulturlist and his section contributing 50% of the cost of the mini grazer.


Historic Towns Initiative application

Under this funding stream to do works to the Mausoleum in Rossmore Park over two years.
Nolans from Carrickmacross are completing the work over the next 2 years.
The Monaghan Municipal District have agreed to pay the 20% balance of the grant. Heritage Office are getting 80% grant for this project. It will eventually be reopened for guided small cultural events.

Paddy Sherry asked about the cementary, would there be work done there.
Shirley told the meeting that there is a full survey done of all the burials that are there and there is a book done on attendees of the burials. Kevin Mulligan is working on this.

Shirley did a podcast with Shared Ireland dialogue about biodiversity.

4. Contributions from forum members on heritage/biodiversity initiatives or information

Liam Bradley spoke about the new museum in the peace campus. The sign over will be in May 2023 but there is no official launch organised yet. It will possibly be in late 2023.
Liam would like to raise public awareness of the museums change of location well in advance of the actual date. This campaign will include appearances from Tommy Bowe, Caitriona Balfe and short videos with members of the public to promote the museums new location.

The members of the forum will invite Ben Malone, LAWPRO to do a presentation at the next meeting.

Maire Cullinan will also be invited to the next meeting to give a joint presentation with Shirley on the Historic Towns Initiative.


5. A.O.B.

There was no AOB


6. Date of the Next Meeting

Date for next meeting is Wednesday 28th September, 2022 in Gate Lodge, Muckno at 2pm
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