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INTRODUCTION 
County Monaghan is located on the border of the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland and comprises an area of approximately 800 square kilometers. The population of County Monaghan was recorded as 60,483 in the 2011 census and ten years later recorded as 65,288 in the 2022 census. The number of people in County Monaghan who identified themselves as a white Irish Traveller in the 2011 census was 255 and the number who identified themselves as white Irish Travellers in the 2022 census was 266. 

In the census of 2022 for Travellers who live in Monaghan the number of households recorded was 231 of which 217 were in permanent private households, 14 were in temporary households. 
The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2025-2029 has been developed at County Council level, with Monaghan County Council identifying the relevant needs. 
MISSION STATEMENT
Monaghan County Council Plan to provide good quality suitable accommodation for Traveller families in County Monaghan through a range of housing options. 

POLICY STATEMENT
It is the policy of Monaghan Local Authority, within the resources available to them, to provide suitable accommodation for Travellers: 

A. Travellers identified in the Assessment of Housing Needs carried out in August 2023, as needing accommodation or included in any future assessment of needs carried out during the lifetime of this programme.
B. Travellers who have applied for accommodation since the Assessment of Housing Needs in August 2023
C. New households formed during the period of this plan comprising family members of the households at (A) and (B) above.

D. New Traveller families who move into County Monaghan during the period of this plan and who satisfy Monaghan Local Authorities that they qualify for and demonstrate that they have a genuine need to be accommodated in the area.
The Council will not accept responsibility for providing accommodation for Traveller families who are deemed by the Council to be able to provide accommodation from their own resources. Monaghan County Council will with resources available provide for the accommodation needs of Travellers who live in county Monaghan.
1. Monaghan Local Authorities will treat all housing applicants equally and fairly while at the same time respecting and planning for individual or group differences and needs where possible. 

2. In conjunction with the provision of good quality and properly managed accommodation, it is the Councils policy to take the necessary steps to address with incidences of unauthorised encampments in public places. The powers provided under the following legislation will be used as necessary, i.e.

· Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1948.

· Planning and Development Acts 2000-2006

· Section 10 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 as amended by Section 32 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 

· Roads Act, 1993

· Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act, 1994 (as amended)
· Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2002.

Accommodation options
Assistance from Local Authorities for the Provision of Accommodation 
   
Local authority loans for house purchase

Mortgage to rent

Tenant purchase scheme 

Mortgage allowance scheme


Caravan loans


Local Authority Loans for Improvements and Repair


Housing adaptation Grants


Mobility Aids Grants


Bedroom and bathroom extension to local authority housing for persons with a disability
Rented Accommodation 


Private rented accommodation with HAP (housing assistance payment)

Rental Accommodation Scheme


Direct Provision of accommodation by Local Authorities or Voluntary Housing Bodies

Standard housing 


Traveller Specific Accommodation

Group housing Scheme

Review of 2019-2024 Traveller Accommodation Programme

The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019-2024 set out to deliver housing support to 29 families. The need at the time of the 2019-2024 Traveller Accommodation Programme was 47 families with the projected need of 13. 

Families would be provided with support through the provision of accommodation in Standard Local authority Accommodation, Housing Assistance Payment (HAP), Voluntary Housing Bodies and Rental Accommodation Scheme( RAS). 
In the Traveller Accommodation Programme July 2019 to date Monaghan Local Authority provided accommodation as follows
Monaghan County Council provided 30 families with Local Authority Accommodation

Monaghan County Council provided 24 families with a transfer from one social house to another social house.

Monaghan County Council provided 17 families with HAP (housing assistance payment)

Total of families supported during the June 2019- June 2024 71 families
Assessment of need for the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2025-2029
In preparation for the Traveller Accommodation Programme 20245-2029 Monaghan County Council used the data collected in November 2023 and the assessment of housing need carried out in the County in August 2023. The number of Traveller families recorded based on Local Authority data in County Monaghan in November 2023 was 166. 
Accommodation of Traveller families in County Monaghan November 2023








Traveller Accommodation Programme 2025-2029 
Based on the assessment of need undertaken in August and the assessment of Traveller accommodation status carried out in November 2023 and current data, the Local Authorities aims to provide the following during the period of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2025-2029.

The table above shows that of the 166 Traveller families in Monaghan there are 10 families who are not receiving housing support, that is 9 families who are sharing in someone else’s home and one family on the roadside. 

Monaghan County Council will provide support to 4 families annually in the period of the plan by the provision of Social Housing, Housing Assistance Payment or Approved Housing Body. This will be 20 families, which is the 10 families who are currently not in receipt of social housing support and 10 families who may need social housing support in the period of the programme.

Additional family formations

New family formation not included in the current assessment will be assessed as and when they arise and until then it will not be possible to be specific about the type and number of accommodation units required. When such needs are identified and established the Council will provide Social Housing support subject to need and resources available.

Consultation

In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, Monaghan County Council consulted with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, will consult with the public and other interested parties, in the preparation, and compilation of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2024-2029. Copies of the Draft Programme are placed on display in public offices on 1st July 2024, and submissions will be sought on the draft document. 
Monaghan County Council is committed to engaging in ongoing consultation with Travellers at three levels:

With individual families through the Social Worker, Housing Officer and the assessment of housing need process.   

With the extended family groups through the social worker, housing staff and Traveller support groups

At community level through the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
· In January 2024, Monaghan County Council notified the relevant statutory bodies of its intention to prepare a Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2025-2029 and invited submissions on same.
· The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee has been notified of the preparation of the draft and will meet to consider the draft plan.  
· The Draft Plan of the programme will be put on display at local authority offices in Monaghan.
· Interested individuals or groups have two months to submit their views in writing to The Senior Executive Officer, Housing Section, Monaghan County Council, County Offices, Glen Road, Monaghan or by emailing housing@monaghancoco.ie. Submissions/representation are required in writing or by email, not later than 30th August 2024. Objections or representations with respect to the Draft Programme within the same period will be taken into consideration before the adoption of the Programme.

· The latest date for the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2024-2029 by Monaghan County Council is the 31st December 2024.
Submissions
Joint submission from Irish Traveller Movement, National Traveller Women’s Forum and Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre

Monaghan Integrated Development and Monaghan Traveller Movement Monaghan Road

Castleblayney

Office of the Chief Officer Community Healthcare East 
National Traveller Money Advice and Budgeting Service NTMABS

Co-ordination of Delivery of the Programme 
The Senior Executive Officer, Housing Section shall co-ordinate the delivery of the accommodation proposals. The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will review the implementation of the Traveller Accommodation Programme annually. 
Conclusion

The proposals outlined in this programme will meet some of the existing need and take account of projected accommodation needs within the County as outlined above.  In addition, Travellers who seek accommodation on the Caravan Park will be considered subject to availability at Gortakeegan Traveller Specific Accommodation. The implementation of the programme will require co-operation between the Traveller and settled communities; provision of adequate funding both at national and local level and participation by other relevant agencies. 
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