	Dealing With Death

Death is a reality that children, like all of us, can learn to live with. Even before the death of a close family member occurs, parents can begin to introduce the idea of death as a part of everyday life. The 3 books listed here are only a sample of how books can help start this conversation.  One looks at the death of a pet, the second looks at the circle of life and the 3rd takes a more factual approach.  
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	Up in Heaven – by Emma Chichester Clark

Elderly Daisy can't keep up with Arthur any more, and then one day she wakes up to find herself in heaven! How marvellous - now she no longer feels tired or ill, and she can run as fast as she used to! But she worries about Arthur because he is so miserable, and so she sends him dreams to show him where she is, and how happy she is now. One of the questions children regularly ask is: 'Do dogs go to heaven?' This unusual book provides the dog's answer, with the sure lightness of touch and deft storytelling that we have come to expect from this author: it may well move you to tears.
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	The Lonely Tree – By Nicholas Halliday 

This is a gorgeous book. The illustrations are outstanding and the story of death, life and hope is told from a perspective that children will understand and adults will find moving. The environmental message is also clearly evident, without being forced upon the reader
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	Death – By Janine Amos 

Coping with the death of someone close can be a very sad and difficult time.  Using photo stories and fictional letters, this book looks at the wide range of reactions and emotions experienced by many children faced with this issue.  


