	Everybody is Different

A Selection of Titles which you can read with your child to learn about the similarities and differences between us all.  



	


	Don’t Call Me Special – A First Look At Disability by Pat Thomas

A Delightful Picture Book which explains all about disability.  Questions and concerns about this important subject are explained in a simple and reassuring way.  

Young children can find out what disability is and how people overcome their disabilities and live happy and full lives.  



	


	Susan Laughs by Jeanne Willis

Susan laughs, she sings, she flies, she’s good and she’s bad.  In fact, Susan is no different from any other child except that at the end of the story we see Susan in a Wheelchair.  
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	Just Because – Rebecca Elliott

This heartwarming picture book tells of a brother's love for his sister. He is so enthusiastic about just how loving and special she is, and delights in telling us about all the fun things they do together. Only as his tale unfolds does the reader begin to realize that his sister has special needs...and by then we just accept as he does all the wonderful things about her. This amusing and often touching story encompasses the issue of disability in a charming celebration of sibling friendship to which all children can relate. Shortlisted for the 2011 National Association of Special Educational Needs Inclusive Children's Book of the Year.

	


	Something Else – by Kathryn Cave

This story teaches children the values of accepting people no matter what they look like. When Something Else is rejected from the rest of the neighbourhood due to his difference in looks he is very sad. But when another strange monster comes, Something Else tells him to go away – that is until he realises that differences don’t matter. This story shows that as long as you like somebody it doesn’t matter how they look, because everyone is different.
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	Looking After Louis – Lesley Ely

"There's a new boy at school called Louis. Louis sits next to me and I look after him. He's not quite like the rest of us. Sometimes I wonder what he's thinking about. He often just sits and stares at the wall. If I ask him what he's looking at he says, 'Looking at' and carries on looking." 

This introduction to the issue of autism shows how - through imagination, kindness, and a special game of football - Louis's classmates find a way to join him in his world. Then they can include Louis in theirs.
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	Dan and Diesel – by Charlotte Hudson

Dan’s dog, Diesel, is a wonder dog. He can do anything. He can ride on trains and planes and in underground tunnels. He can stand next to an enormous smoke-breathing dragon and never flinch an inch.

When Dan is with Diesel he can go anywhere. He can go shopping at the market. He can play jazz in the Boogaloo band. He can climb mountains and draw pictures in his head. Together, they can conquer the world! But one day, Diesel is whisked away in a big black van . . .

Only when Dan and Diesel are finally re-united does it become apparent that Dan is blind and Diesel is his guide dog.
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	The Moonbird – by Joyce Dunbar

A Moonchild blows a bubble that pops on an Earth baby and surrounds him in silence. He cannot hear or speak. His parents, a King and Queen, are devastated when they realize but a Moonbird teaches the little prince how to use his hands and eyes to communicate. This is a beautifully written story about deafness, sumptuously illustrated by Jane Ray.



	


	Freddie’s Super Summer  - 

by Kate Gaynor

It’s Freddies very first time at summer camp and he’s certain he won t enjoy it or make friends. But it isn’t long before a boy called Jerry helps him to see otherwise! 

When a child with Down syndrome joins a mainstream school many children can find it difficult to understand a student that is somewhat different to them. While the story encourages other children to be mindful and patient of the differences that exist between them, the story s main focus to portray the many positive personality traits of a child with Down syndrome and shows how their inspiring and uplifting their contribution to a group can be.


