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crosses were hung over entrances. Thwarted by being unable to gain entry to buildings
frustrated spirits would show their anger in other ways. They would open or steal gates
or take the wheels off carts. Many people pelieved that the souls of the dead once
again walked the earth on this night and would perhaps visit their old home. If they
did they would expect to find an open door and refreshments waiting for them. *Those
who had died during the previous year were expected to call on anyone who had
wronged or harmed them during their lifetime in order to wreak an unearthly
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nd spirits died out, young people in
search of fun took over and played tricks on their neighbours.
This practice continues to the present and unfortunately, has in
recent years, got out of hand with damage t0 property and injury
to people regular occurances. This Halloween, as in recent
years, many people will block up their letter boxes, bring their
pets indoors and wait for the night to be over. Bonfires and
fireworks will ensure that the emergency services will be on high
alert expecting their busiest night of the year. It is sad that
those who celebrate Halloween in this manner are unaware of
e in the Ireland of the recent past.
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The following is taken from the Minute Book of Castleblayney Poor Law Union.

State of the Workhouse for the week ending 18th November 1848
L There were a total of 845 inmates in Castleblayney Workhouse on the above date

44 males and 55 females in the category ‘Aged and Infirm’
27 41 males and 159 females classed as ‘Able-bodied’
274 boys, 256 girls and 16 children under two years
or ‘Infirm’ male and one child under two had died during the week.

0 67 inmates classed as ‘sick’ and 5 of these were
ding of ‘Lunatics and ldiots’.

1 ‘Aged’
In addition to the above there were als
in the fever hospital. An additional 7 came under the hea
A total of £77.7.10 was spend on food and provisions for the following week.

00 Ibs bread and 2 lbs butter; 5,000 gals buttermilk and

| and 1 cwt salt, 2 Ibs tea and 16 Ibs sugar; 20 Ibs meat,
and 30 Ibs candles.

The shopping list included: 3,4

340 gals sweet milk; 1 ton oatmeal
2 gals whiskey, 2 Ibs starch, 1 cwt bathing soap, 2 Ibs washing soap
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k of over 200 artists, .
Wg{ats and calligraphers from Sc_otland and lIreland will
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displayed. There will be a series 0 ent
S\Jirksﬁogs held during the run of this exhibition.

All the exhibitions and events will be
advertised in the local press, or if you
require further information check out
Monaghan County Council Website at

v )
ww.monaghan.ie/museum/ museum.

For further details contact the

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 11am — 5pm
Saturday 12pm — 5pm

From March Onwards
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W(_e would value your your comments about
this newsletter and would appreciate any
sgggestions for a future editions. Email
Eileen at emckenna2@monaghancoco.ie or 0N Wi [ i i i '
e S our next edition will be available in March 2007 and will contain a profile of our
curator, more from the archives, details of exhibitions and events and much more
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