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Few people had cars and in rural areas the tractor was just taking over from the horse. However, there were
many advantages t0 this life style — power cuts oF hikes in oil prices had little effect!! Looking back over these
four decades the changes in lifestyle, farming methods, transport, entertainment and education seem
dramatic. In reality it was & gradual process, hardly noticeable at times. However, it is important to record
people’s experience of living through these years and their responses to & changing society. In a joint project,
Monaghan County Museum and Monaghan Library secured funding from the European Union through
Monaghan County Council led Task Force under the Programme for Peace and Reconciliation 2000 - 2004,
which was part financed by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000 — 2006. A
project co-ordinator, Deirdre O'Rourke, was appointed and has spent several months examining all aspects of

life in Monaghan over the last forty years through a series of workshops. Those who participated in these
workshops were from all sections of the community and from all age groups The stories Deirdre has collected
from over a hundred participants, will form an interactive exhibition scheduled to be held in the museum from
June this year. All of the stories and life experiences garnered by Deirdre will form part of both the museum
and library archive. As part of the project participants were given single use cameras to record a typical day.
The resulting pictures were displayed in the museum gallery from 2nd to 31st March in an exhibition entitled,
‘Monaghan Exposed, a Day in the Life’. Itis hoped that both these exhibitions will appeal to people who would

not normally visit either the museum or the library. Ty
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Monaghan County Museum ‘
has its Friends organisation. | Most recently he researched and planned last year
The Friends of Monaghan Century’. Always interested in local history padraig enjoys helping people Wi
County Museum which was r researcher and each topic is different. The most popular requests are for photographs and postcards
d | - copies of them make ideal gifts for local people living abroad. The Castleblayney Poor Law Books,
| which cover the period of the famine, are also regularly consulted; however, the most visited
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ik of the museum by purchasing | gratitude. padraig has & _s_pecna interest in maps an in particular the 0 _estate maps. He is very
| excited at the recent addition of the Clermont Maps to the museum’s collection. (The Clermont Maps
ured in our next issue.) For the future he would like to se€ the museum acquiring funding
make the map collection available on CD rom.
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