Volume 1 Issue 2

- = - -l_-'

il A o T MUSEUM oF Te
L N . f : i OFT
= — || YEAR AWARD HE

_.'
L1y

There i
were five Categories ing|

30th Anniversary
Celebrations

an County Museum, and the

ry of the opening of Monagh
ents and exhibitions, which

2004 saw the thirtieth anniversa
f innovative and exciting ev

year was marked by a series 0
portrayed the history of the county.

Since 2004 was also the centenary of his birth, it w
around Patrick Kavanagh. Seven local artists were in

of him and his poetry. The result was an interesting ex
highlighting aspects of Kavanagh's life and the diversity of

will now tour th
numbers increased by Over

thirty years.

PUBLIC

o base the final exhibition of the year
picting their impressions
hibition of thirteen very different pieces of art,
his work. It is envisaged that this collection

¢ for the museum, as its visitor
oks toward the next

as decided t
vited to produce works de

04 was a very successful yea
pe this trend continues as

The New
Look Museum

e country. Overall, 20
the museum lo

2000. We ho

Mayday
Traditions

New
Acquisitions

Future

Exhibitions Achi
Chiey
) ement Preramme are
; ‘ his wil . cur
1.2 Hill Street - Monaghar Monaghar: "C1uded in the ey
grou ntur
Telephone p47 82928 ;‘t’tégz Annual C(f’n;g?:ther SNy of Sport Exipjti
e nc
Fax 047 71189 partiar o Workshops g y
'Patmg muSeUm n
s. U

i Course j
e € in
uumuseum@munaghancncﬂ at the begi’\r:’r?'r




Support your
| Monaghan County

county’s heritage
by joining....
_ | contacts fr Museum
 the gallery rfchOSitive Age. s tag(;%”JUnction with
an afternoon 0:Centiy e rem,_m_scetwo events in
| folkore, storytelling with e 2
‘ e theme
of

In common with ~ many ‘
Appointed
| . d in 19
| 77 Noe
’ , be

other similar establishments,
Monaghan
DUD,C?nai Gallery, Tha”d continued wit
In & Queens e Ulster My h courses
University, Beh‘,';;S eum, Trinity Ct,)r:l e
St, just ege

nds organisation. '
Conservator Noel Breakey and

has its Frie
The Fnends Of quaghan assistant, Andy Hogg working at the air
County Museum, Whlch Was abrasive machine in the new |aboratory at Clontibret
first launched in 1979, was
Although trained 10 work with many different materials - textiles, paper, wood and metal, Noel
e conservation of archaeological objects the most satisfying aspect of his work.
ence by the National Museum in 2000 allowing
ational Museum

le who C ed
P B! always found th
o be awarded @ lic
le outside of the N

delighted t

made up of peo
deeply about the preservation Therefore he was
of the county’s heritage. him to conserve archaeological material, one of the few peop
of Ireland able 10 do so.
museum was outgrowing its premises at Hill Street. A large
uses the stores and the

obvious that the
i d, and it now ho

lucky to have such a weii-equipped laboratory
ountry.” In addition to the air abrasive machine
has a fume cabinet, a polyweld machine, &

|n 2001, it became
Over the years they have supported warehouse pre mise
m by purchasing conservation laboratory. Noel feels that he is very

the work of the museu
f equipment, to work in. It is,” he says, ugne of the best in the C
h, the laboratory als0

several expensive pieces 0
which greatly assisted the work of the featured in the photograp
conse_rvator. They also bought some . yacuum chamber and photographic equipment.
very important artefacts which would ‘
have otherwise peen lost 10 the county. - Noel is rightly proud of the Museum of the Year award for Care of the Collections, (see page 1)
- and points to the recently acquired Hanwell Radio Log system which monitors the temperature,
| humidity and light levels in the display cases- Again Monaghan County Museum is one of the first
to have this equipment installed. Noel now imparts his knowledge t0 others and
in Donegal, Louth and Knock. On

up of county
d he will be holding traini s in September of this
d to that. At present,

s and is very much looking forwar
tion work with the help of his assistant,

The organisation also has a social side,
and in the past several trips 10 places of
rranged each

county museums
| in the past has &
| oot of the Care 0

dvised on the setting

t were @l
f the Collections awar

historical interes
year. i
| year for staff from other county museum
The Friends of Monaghan County Museum 1 however, his priority is to clear the backlog of conserva
is seeking new members and anyone who 1 Andy Hoggd-
g‘;&?g o et should contact LA 1 Monaghan County Museum has, for the past thirty years, set the standard for county museums
1 throughout the country and Noel Breakey has played @ very important role in setting, and
. | maintaining, that standard
The Annual gubscription rates are-=-
THE
Corporate NE
’ m In March 2004 W Look
1A to regeci o2dhan Co
add €sign the unty Muse _
ed fro museum’s um receiveq
permanent dis €40,000 from Inter
re

indivi g for visit )
idually lit text bg;idwas introduceq, |
S repl » Interactjy

Family m
Individual
redecorat
P ed, and |j
bient sounds int,r%rg_

Student/Senior
Citizen/Unwaged \ Mayor owen Bannigan ofyor <, SeCt
gan officially Opeiigg”s now
the ne .
atmogphe .



folklore...

ty-first century the 1st of May simply marks
e 1950s and 1960s Mayday,

However, until th
ant days, especially in rural farming

ost of us in the twen
mmer.
xtremely import

For m
the beginning of su
and Mayeve, were €

communities.
d weather, and a degree
le good weather was something t0 be hoped
to be sought out and actively

who could damage of
ries who were at

May 1st.

n most farm work was done py hand, oo

At a time whe
was essential. Whi

of good luck,

rticular, steps

steal it. In pa
ful from sunse

their most power
he utmost impor-

water undrinkable, it was nec-

The first woman to draw water from
f putter for the next year,

her return journey when

ch was often used by several households, Was of t

s had the power

to get there before
|d have the pest churn 0

ting the fairies on

The well, whi
tance. As the fairie

essary for someone

the well on Mayday morning wou
rtune of mee

draw water

“The first woman 10
day morning

unless she had the misfo
her luck would be changed!!
The hearth, as the heart of the house, was also important and on the first of May from the well on May
t0 do so would be 1 put good luck out. would have the best churn i
putter for the next year, unless
e misfortuné of

t be put out pbecause
she had th

eep the floor.

the ashes would no
For the same reason it was unlucky to sw
In order 10 outsmart the fairies all entrances 10 the home had to be protected, S0 . =
after sunset on Mayeve, Mayflowers were strewn on windowsills and doorsteps, meetmg the fairies on her retum
and quite often around the hearth as well. Mayflowers are small and yellow, @ journey when her luck would be
little like puttercups, and grow in damp areas. Often flowers were placed at the changed"

to ensure the safety of animals. The first of May was

for the first time after the

es and barns
attle would be put out 10 graze
s, a piece of red ribbon of
«p|| entrances 10 the home had

ect them from the fairie
nimals.
to be protected so mayflowers
were strewn on windowsills and
nd quite often

entrances t0 byr
also the day when the C
long winter months, and 10 prot

wool was tied around the horns of the @
nimals to the dangers posed

Babies and small children were just as yulnerable as &
by the fairies, as they apparently had the ability t0 steal a healthy child and leave @
ra ‘changeling’, in its place. However, & pin or a piece of metal doorsteps, 2
would be enough 1 thwart them. around the hearth as well “

sickly one, O

attached t0 the child's clothing

ted that no oné would borrow or lend any
d luck and t0 lend
“No one would borrow of lend

the need for luck to be protec
ould be t0 take someone else’s goo

any thing on Mayday. T0

d young girls borrow would be to take

Older people <omeone else’s §ood luck
arded on .

and to lend anything would

mean giving away your own

luck”.

So great was
thing on May

day. To borrow Wi
anything would way your own luck.

mean giving &
al properties an
more peautiful.
were also disC

as said to have speci
o become
d rashes. Shoes
lout until May is out!

w on Mayday morning W
faces in it in an attempt t

ed against skin diseases an
t clothes — neer castac

The de
would wash their
felt that it protect

the first of May but no
whose

usive creatures

This year on May 1st few will give & thought to the fairyfolk, those el
powers have sadly, in this mechanised 29€. lost their potency- perhaps, N
apandoning these age-old traditions We, too, have lost something more than our
innocence. As our pelief in fairies diminished, our pelief in our inalienable right 10 take k3 .
d from the land rose, and the result is an environment under pressure. Shoe_s were d‘scarded ol
ke way for bigger houses, bigger the first of May but not
clothes — ne'er cast a

e have destroyed an

‘new improved clout until May is out!”

Ringforts, fairy thorns and wells were
fields and bigg and somewhere alo
enchanting part0 ge. We have left no pla
Irish rural landscape!

ng the way Wi
f our herita ce for the fairyfolk in our



NEW

In our last newsletter, we expressed our delight at re
Juan McKenna, a native of Monaghan, from his direct
McKenna Ferrada, former Senator of the Chilean Government.

General McKenna played a pivotal r
the beginning of the nineteenth century. Sebastia
Ferrada, are currently studying English in Dublin.
and presented a portrait of General McKenna to

picture are welcome additions to th

grateful to the McKenna Ferrada family and hope to continue our friendship with them.

Mayor, Owen Bannigan,

receiving the portrait of Don
Juan McKenna from Sebastian

and Juan McKenna Ferrada EXH ‘ B \T \ O N S

Tuesday Apri|_5th
to Friday, April 29th

. @esev
2

5 Peatlands
ibiti Irish peatlands
An  exhibition by the T anee
ion council. This exhibition sho
o insects, flowers and

d of April the animals, birds, ‘
Iy seen in our boglands. Also
plants commonly DogIaN S o as

Fru0iN

ey

Closing at en

fquncd

Ambassador of Style 1921 - 1998

n's wildlife
exhibition, from the Hunt peader Morga

i ition 10 3
in addl ts the exhibition. Local

« Guided Tours by

. '-} .
- is touring o -
prior arrangement. T - Tr\/r\‘useum in Limerick, features Sybl‘sf collection supp‘em?‘{1 gve presentations to
£ : i me O conservationists Wi )
. . = shion designs as well as sO quring the
UL E1ED el fr‘r\j‘er work in crystal and ceramics. schools an other groups 9
exhibition.

for schools or large
groups to pre-book.

HEny III:'.'r-Jl'rl_Iji f

If you wish to book or enquire please
contact us at 047 82928 or by email:
comuseum@monaghancoco

All the exhibitions and events will be
advertised in the local press, or if you
require further information check out &
Monaghan County Council Website at " Mo

First week in
September

nday Méy gth to Friday june 17th

www.monaghan.ie/museum/ K SERI ES
Rl Ov 4 Local photographic artist, Cliona Harney, will Monaghan County Museum in
Tuesday - Fri - ibi jes of pictures detailing the association with The Border
ey ;y -1lr|day 10am — 5pm ﬁ'g exhibit ‘a hS:r:;S observed in Rossmore park Ninority Group wil be hosting
rday 11am — 5pm % seasonal € il also be oD N ject has yet
. the coursé of a year. Cliona _ a lecture. e subj
Closed for Lunch 1pm - 2pm w g\ﬁng photography workshops during the 1 be decided.
i =" eXh'lme“- Qur next news\etterwi\l be
available in September and will

have details of our winter

series of lectures plus a full

guide to our upcoming
programme of events and
exhibitions. We will also hgve
an article about our archive
and research facilities, some
local Halloween traditions
and much more.

Monday - Saturday 11am — 5pm
p \Wednesday July 13th to

Friday November 25th

If you have any comments about this

newsletter, or if there is anything you would A CEN’\’URY OF SPORT

like featured in a future edition, please

e-mail emckenna2@monaghancoco.ie An in house exhi
sporting heritage of Coun

bition celebrating the
ty Monaghan.

ceiving a bust of General Don
descendant, Senior Don Luis

ole in Chile's fight for independence from Spanish rule at
n and Juan, the sons of Senior McKenna
Earlier this year they paid a visit to Monaghan
the County Museum. Both the bust and the
e museum's collections and are now on display. We are

newsletter design & print | SWIFTPRINT | 047 71565



