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Jlaunched in May, 2007.
Since then the members have }
enjoyed a packed schedule of
events including an outing to
Hillsborough Castle and a ‘behind
the scenes tour’ of Monaghan County |+
Museum. Both tours proved to be =
interesting, educational and fun.

In addition to participating in a fun = :
quiz and_ attending an_archaeology
presentation the Young Friends were
asked to design a Christmas card for

the museum. They undertook this task

with great enthusiasm and creativity

and the staff is delighted with the
result. Hopefully, there will be more
interesting activities and events to
engage the Young Friends in 2008.
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ANDY HOGG

/,;\Andy Hogg has been the Documentation Officer for
Wg:lfg(;lgn County Museum since 2005. Prior to that he
! 20e in the museum on a part time basis from 2000
0 2003 and for the following two years on contract

is responsible for the cataloguing of the _collectlo_n, a g;\oc‘zstz
describing, Jabelling and storing of all objects. SINCe SA e
to the collection are recot r us:jngv o t\!‘ 0
dicated museum database programme on which all data assc;‘c:catethe e
collection is recorded. Adlib allows anyone in the museum to searc or e o the
object quickly and efficiently — @ real benefit _to stal "
education programmes. Andy feels that in the future
f the database 10 pe made available online.
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OUR SUMMER

Each summer the museum employs students for the summer 10
help with staff shortages during the holiday period. This year

our two students Wwere Gerard McElvaney and Gregory
Sorushanov.
Gerard is @ Chemical Engineering student at
University College, Dublin. He spent most of his
time in the museum in the conservation laboratory.
Here he assisted in the conservation of a number of
items and helped with documentation. He also
became proficient in the use of the various pieces
of equipment, such as the fume cabinet and
ployweld machine used in the laboratory. Needless
to say his knowledge of chemicals proved very

useful

Gerard McElvaney

For Gregory, w j
- noWg st{;dyihno hz(a:s just complgted a National Diploma in Emedia and wh
Maymaoth. i V\g/;as ho_mputer Science and Software Engineering in l\\IN 5
. , |shs_econd summer working in the museum Hg descrikt“’
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| Gregory Sorushanov
' The museum greatly benefited from the talents of the two

il students, and sincerely hope they will join us again next year.
In the meantime we trust they are enjoying college life.



RECENT ARCHEOLOG\CAL DISC
IN MONAGHAN

In the courseé of exploratory work being
undertaken by Monaghan County Council for &
new drainageé system, workmen discovered a large
underground chamber almost on the doorstep

of Monaghan County Museum. Following an
initial inspection by the museum curator, an

the on site archaeologist, Clare Ryan, from (Arch & ! AT
Tech Limited) 2 member of staff from the L County Museurn will hosting for

engineering section of Monaghan County council = ’ |

bravely agreed 10 pe lowered into the cavity. LN T
hat the roof was curved and built R N il -

He reported t
of red brick and that the walls were plastered in A
Entranceé to

what seemed 10 pbe some sort of concrete.
The floor was covered in about 20cm of water. The chamber measures petween four and five
i d fifteen metres long. Locally there are several

metres high, about two an

legends regarding the chamber and what i ~ The most popular one is that itisa
remaining portion of a tunnel which ran from the courthouse to the jail. Monaghan Hospital now
stands on the site of the old jail. i id 1800s 10 transfer
condemned me i
out in the immediate locality to €
sections still exist. Whatever the res
find which will undoubtedly add something to the history of Monaghan. Until al

have been completed the entrance 10 the cavity is covered OVer.
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GRAVES OUTSIDE
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photographic exhibition from

Geel, Belgium opens early
M \til Saturday

~ An exhibition exploring the
links between Monaghan and

New York will open mid-April
and run until mid-June 08

DISCOVERY OF MINE

Mine discovered at local quarry

The Museum responded 10 & call recently from the owner of a local
quarry, who reported that the remains of @ tunnel had been found by
men working on a road widening project. When Monaghan County

key, visited

museum curator, Liam Bradley and conservator Noel Brea
the site, eight miles from Monaghan town, they discovered that the

‘qunnel’ was in fact part of an explo
1t had collapsed at poth ends and was approximatel
feet wide and about 25 feet long. This area, neal
mined for lead from the 1830s to the 1850s and the remains of
other mines have previous\y peen found. In this case & trail mine
had been started and subsequently abandoned when it was realised
that it wasn't going 1o be viable. Although the find was deemed 0
pe of no real Archeological significance, it is still a stark reminder of
the hardships endured by miners as they extracted lead from solid
rock using simple pick axes. The tunnel will be refilled and recorded
as a trail mine by the Geological survey of \reland.

Mine Shaft
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railway era in Cou .

exhibition

Walking Tour — pookings
available for the
h‘lstlorical walki
~ of Monaghan t




SNIPPETS FROM OUR ARCHIVE

. From the Ballybay Court Records
are availab with «pDefendant on Monday 6th April 1915 in the said town of Ballybay was found drunk in the
prior booking and public street having been previously convicted of drunkenness within the preceding twelve
weather p ermitting months.” The defendant, a lady, was fined 2/6 with costs of 1/6 and with the instruction that

if payment was made within a month she was “to be imprisoned in Armagh Gaol for a period of
seven days without hard labour.” A note records that 1/4 was paid by the governor of Armagh

Gaol on 11th July 1915.

MINUTE BOOK
COUNTY MONAGHAN COUNTY COUNCIL.
Read at Quarterly Meeting of 4th Dec 1899

“Sjrs, the Monaghan Urban District Council have instructed me to apply to you for ‘way leave’
for the laying of water-main along the County Road from Togan to Monaghan in connection with
the new water-works which the Council is about to construct. What is required is liberty to break
the surface of the County road where it passes through the following townlands ... to lay pipes
for the conveyance of the water thereunder, the Urban District Council’s undertaking to fill up
any cavities made by them, and to leave the road in a good state of repair after them,

Yours truly,
D. Carolan Rushe

AGES OF ELEGANCE — 1750 TO 1950

.

Monaghan County Museum is currently hosting an
exhibition of costumes from the National Trust’s
springhill collection. Entitled Ages of Elegance the
exhibition features costumes from the two centuries

to 1950.

The curator of the National Trust Costumes at Springhill,
Helen McAneney, believes that each of the dresses has ]
its own special history. One of the earlier examples is '
the Polonaise milkmaid style dress dating from the i
1760s, which has panels inserted in the back to o
accommodate a wearer with a larger figure than the i
original owner. Easily the most spectacular dress which
dates from the middle of the nineteenth century is decorated with silver gilt
thread and almost one thousand Indian jewel beetle wings. Conservators used
3 N s will be Iacguered tissue paper to replace the missing beetle wings and the result could
easily be described as a stunning and unique piece of art.

e local press, or if you

Also on display is an elegant Edwardian gown and a
mid twentieth century cocktail dress. All of the
twelve costumes which form this touring exhibition
have been meticulously restored at the National
Trust’s conservation studio at Blicking Hall near

Norwich.

Monaghan County Council Website atg #
www.monaghan.ie/museum/

OPENING HOURS
Monda —5pm -
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The exhibition has been enhanced by displays of
hats, slippers, gloves and perfume bottles. Anyone
interested in fashion, dress design, art or social
history will find this exhibition both enchanting and
informative. All visitors are welcome and admission
is free. The exhibition runs until the end of
January.
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The entire costume collection is based at Springhill
House, Moneymore and is supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund.
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