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PART 1 

Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management (CFRAMs) Programme  

 

PART 2 

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) in 
County Monaghan  



 Flooding is a natural and inevitable part of life in Ireland 
 

 Floods pose a risk to human life and wellbeing, cause 
extensive damage to property, and can often have 
severe environmental consequences 
 

 Flooding may become more frequent and severe due to 
climate change 
 

 Historically, structural or engineered flood protection 
measures were used, new policy requires more 
sustainable management with increased use of non-
structural and flood impact mitigation measures on a 
catchment basis 
 



OPW is the Lead Authority for 
development of National 
CFRAMs Programme 



Preliminary Flood Risk 
Assessment (PFRA) Maps – 10 
areas  

Areas for Further Assessment 
(AFAs) – 4 in Total  

 

In addition to the 4 
listed AFAs, there were 
6 other areas 
considered in PFRA in  
County Monaghan: 

5. Aughnakilly 

6. Castleblayney 

7. Clones 

8. Drumgoole 

9. Scotshouse  

10. Smithborough 

 



Dates   Activity  

 2011-2012 

 

 

 2013-2014 

 

 

 Q1 2015 

 

 20 Nov – 23** 
Dec 2015 

 Development of PFRA Maps and 
verification with Local Authorities & 
Stakeholders  

 Draft Flood Hazard and Risk Maps 
 Refinement of number of PFRA areas, maps 

and development of AFAs (internal 
consultation) 

 Public Consultation Days on Draft Flood 
Risk Maps for 4 AFAs in Co. Monaghan 

 Statutory Consultation on Draft Flood Risk 
Maps for 4 AFAs in Co. Monaghan 

**NOTE: Objections to Draft Flood Risk Maps must be made in writing on 
specific Objection Form before 21 December 2015. Comments on Draft 
Maps can be made on additional comment form up to 23 December 2015  



Dates   Activity  

 Q1 / Q2 2016 

 

 

 

 Q2 / Q3 2016 

 

 Q4 2016 

 Draft Options Reports (outline of options 
in dealing with flood risk) for each of the 4 
AFAs in County Monaghan  
 

 Public Consultation on the Draft Options 
Reports for AFAs  
 

 Drafting, production and adoption of Flood 
Risk Management Plans for each of the 4 
AFAs in County Monaghan  
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http://www.northwestcframstudy.ie/
http://www.northwestcframstudy.ie/
http://www.northwestcframstudy.ie/
http://www.neaghbanncframstudy.ie/


DECLG Section 28 
Guidelines  

 ‘Planning Authorities & An Bord Pleanála 
are required to have regard to the 
Guidelines in carrying out their functions 
under the Planning Acts’.  

 It is therefore a function of the Local 
Authority to include flood risk 
assessment and relevant local policies 
within the planning policy framework e.g. 
The County Development Plan.  

 Monaghan CDP 2013-2019 includes 
Flood Risk Policies but is not currently in 
compliance with the DECLG Guidelines 

 The SFRA will cover both urban and rural 
areas of County Monaghan 

 On completion of the SFRA, relevant 
sections & maps will be introduced to the 
Monaghan CDP 2013-2019 by way of 
Section 13 Variation Procedure  

 



Monaghan  
SFRA 



 
 To provide for an improved understanding of flood risk issues within the 

development plan and development management process, and to communicate this 
to a wide range of stakeholders; 

 
 To produce an assessment of existing flood defence infrastructure and the 

consequences of failure of that infrastructure and also identification of areas of 
natural floodplain to be safeguarded; 

 
 To produce a suitably detailed flood risk assessment, drawing on and extending 

existing data and information, leading to a suite of flood risk maps that support the 
application of the sequential approach, in key areas where there may be tension 
between development pressures and avoidance of flood risk; 

 
 To inform, where necessary, the application of the Justification Test; 

 
 To conclude whether measures to deal with flood risks to the area proposed for 

development can satisfactorily reduce the risks to an acceptable level while not 
increasing flood risk elsewhere; and 

  
 To produce guidance on mitigation measures, how surface water should be managed 

and appropriate criteria to be used in the review of site specific flood risk 
assessments. 
 







Dates   Activity  

 Aug – Dec 
2015 

 

 

 

 

 Q1 2016 

 Review of all flood data including historical info, 
flood map info, websites etc.   

 Review of Monaghan CDP and existing flood risk 
policy 

 Review of LA GIS information 
 Site surveys on flood risk for all settlements  
 Drafting SFRA Document  

 
 Completion of site surveys and internal 

verification of county and settlement flood risk 
maps 

 Final Draft of SFRA Document for internal review 
 Draft maps and documents to be presented to 

CPG & relevant SPCs 
 Commence process of Section 13 Variation 

Procedures  



Dates   Activity  

 Q2 2016 

 

 

 

 Q2/ Q3 

 

 

 

 Prepare final Draft Maps and SFRA Document 
for public consultation 

 Present to CPG/ Relevant SPCs 
 Publish Draft SFRA for 4-5 week public 

consultation (including workshops in MDs) 
 Draft Chief Executive Report on Public 

Consultation and present to LA members  
 Amend SFRA Maps and Document  
 Prepare relevant information for inclusion into 

Monaghan CDP 2013-2019 
 Present Monaghan CDP 2013-2019 (as 

amended) for adoption 



Monaghan  
SFRA 

Planning 
Agents / 
Architects / 
Hydrologist 
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