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1. Foreword
Carrickmacross Town is the main Town in the south of County Mona‐
ghan and has a popula on of approximately 6,000 person as per the
2016 Census. It is strategically located on the Dublin to Derry (N2) Na‐
onal Route, close to the M1 Motorway link at Ardee and is approxi‐
mately 80 km north of Dublin, 35 km south of Monaghan Town and 21
km west of Dundalk.
During its almost 500 year history, Carrickmacross has played the im‐
portant role of a market town for its surrounding rural hinterland, a role
which it con nues to fulfil today. However, unlike many other similar
sized towns, Carrickmacross has managed to maintain its Main Street as
its tradi onal Town Centre, the colloquial ‘High Street’. Connec ng the
Town Centre with the surrounding streets and newer retail develop‐
ments through a rac ve and safe routes will further strengthen the role
and func on of Carrickmacross as a vibrant Market Town.
The Town has also developed as a strong industrial centre, with the es‐
tablishment of new industries through the 1970s and 1980s oﬀering sta‐
ble employment. This industrial base has been retained with Kerry
Group and Kingspan located in the Town along with a large number of
small enterprises in both the engineering and agri‐foods sectors.
Overall, as a place to live and to visit, Carrickmacross has many posi ve
a ributes including:‐


A great quality of life



It is very accessible



Is a centre for arts and cra s (Patrick Kavanagh, Carrickmacross
Lace and Harry Clarke stained‐glass)



It has a rich history, as reflected in its architecture



Opportunity to live within the Town Centre



It is located in a county known for its natural produce

The Vision for Carrickmacross seeks to bring these a ributes to the fore
and use them as a basis from which to develop the Town’s iden ty and
a rac on to visitors.

The Purpose of the Plan
The Carrickmacross Town Public Realm and Economic Plan seeks at its
core to iden fy and detail a number of interven on opportuni es and
associated projects, fundamental to the future development, manage‐
ment and promo on of the Town. Key to this is the formula on of a
Shared Vision for the Town that focuses on spaces, buildings and walk‐
ways in a way that acknowledges the Town’s unique heritage assets
and characteris cs.
The overarching purpose of the Plan will be to enhance and improve
the way Carrickmacross Town func ons on a day‐to‐day basis, with
resul ng long‐term socio‐economic, cultural and economic benefits for
residents, businesses and visitors. This will be achieved through a
number of interven ons including:


The ‘greening’ of the Town Centre to improve the environment
and aid in promo ng health and well‐being of residents and visi‐
tors.



The reinven on of the Town Centre as a place for people, where
residents, visitors and shoppers enjoy visi ng and appreciate the
Town’s buildings and spaces.



The designa on of key urban spaces for enhancement and specific
urban design proposals.



The delivery of enhanced pedestrian linkages between the Town
Centre and the Town Centre zoned lands and civic oﬃces to allow
the Town to become a connected place and open up amenity
lands for the Town’s residents.



Realisa on of the poten al of heritage and cultural assets that will
not only showcase the Town’s unique history and iden ty for its
residents, but will also set the founda on from which to grow its
tourism oﬀer.



Incorpora on of the Proules River into the environmental and
amenity assets of the Town.
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The Plan will deliver:


An economic review of the Town, iden fying deficits and poten al
opportuni es for its economic development.



An audit of the study area including its physical urban form, herit‐
age and infrastructure.



A determina on of the features the local community value in their
Town.



A Vision for where the Town should be in ten years ‐ a Shared Vi‐
sion.



A 5 year strategy through a set of detailed plans for each compo‐
nent street or public realm element for the enhanced presenta on
and development of the Town.

Embracing Culture to Define Iden ty

While the public realm of a place can greatly im‐
prove the experience of both residents and visi‐
tors, it is the cultural / heritage / environmental
assets of a place that a ract people there in the
first instance. Building an iden ty for a place
means establishing an associa on between the
place and its key assets. As the iden ty of a place
is based on the specific characteris cs of that
place, the iden ty is unique.
The character of Carrickmacross is defined by its
mul ple assets, which also contribute to its
a rac veness as a place to live and visit. The
Town’s historical development and con nuing
success as a market town is one such asset. An‐
other is the Town’s connec on with the arts and
cra s including Patrick Kavanagh, Carrickmacross
Lace and Harry Clarke stained‐glass. These assets
are unique to Carrickmacross and provide the ba‐
sis for the crea on of an iden ty for the Town.
The importance of the history of the Town and its
connec on to the arts and cra industries is
acknowledged and embraced by this Plan which
incorporates these as key features to create an
iden fiable and unique public realm for Car‐
rickmacross. Specifically, giving physical form to
Carrickmacross Lace through the canopy in the
Heritage Quarter not only embraces this cultural
heritage as part of the Town’s iden ty but inte‐
grates it with the Town’s historic Market Town
func on.

Themes
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Influencing Factors
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The Greening of
Carrickmacross Town
Centre
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Outcomes

Improved a rac veness
of the Town Centre

Crea on of more social
spaces for people to
interact and spend me
in

Support of non‐car travel
and promo on of
walking and cycling

Priori sa on of
pedestrian movement
and linkages throughout
the Town

Increased awareness of
the facili es oﬀered by
the heritage buildings

Promo on of the
significance of
Carrickmacross’ cultural
heritage e.g. Lace Gallery

Exposure and Integra on
of the Proules River

Open up visual and
physical access to the
River

Crea on of a use for the
River as a pedestrian
route

Access to Open Space
Amenity Areas within the
Town

Provision of public
amenity areas within the
Town Centre

Ensure a safe
environment for
residents, workers and
visitors

Accommoda ng
residents, workers and
visitors in the Town
Centre

Increase in the resident
popula on of the Town
Centre

Enhanced public realm
which a racts invest‐
ment and employment
opportuni es

Public Realm
The Delivery of a
Connected Town
Centre

Community

‐P

Exposure of
Carrickmacross’
Cultural and Historic
Heritage

Economy
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2. The Shared Vision
The Shared Vision for Carrickmacross has been informed
through public consulta on with the relevant stakeholders of
the Town and further shaped through mee ngs with the
Council’s Steering Group. The finalised Shared Vision, provid‐
ed below, has therefore been accredited to the valuable in‐
put of the public, community organisa ons and agencies and
the Council.
Carrickmacross Town Centre will become a place for its peo‐
ple, where residents, workers and visitors alike are encour‐
aged, through enhanced connec ons and improvements in
the public realm, to access all the Town has to oﬀer from his‐
torical assets, to amenity spaces and to cultural heritage. The
showcasing of the unique a ributes and a rac ons of Car‐
rickmacross will enhance pride of place, facilitate tourism,
support local businesses and encourage people to live within
the Town Centre.

The Shared Vision
In order to deliver on this Shared Vision for Carrickmacross a number of
key ac ons will be required to support the following outcomes;


The Greening of Carrickmacross Town Centre



The Delivery of a Connected Town Centre



Exposure of the Cultural and Historic Heritage of Carrickmacross



Exposure and Integra on of the Proules River



Access to Open Space Amenity Areas within the Town



Accommoda ng residents, visitors and workers within the Town
Centre

Outcomes

Implemen ng the Plan will result in the following benefits:


Visual enhancement of the Town Centre.

The Greening of Carrickmacross Town Centre



Increased social spaces and facili es along Main Street.

Ambi ons



Making the Town a more a rac ve place in which to live and visit.

Make the Town Centre a more a rac ve place in which to live,
work and visit, including visual enhancements.
Increased social spaces and facili es to a ract people to and en
courage them to spend me in the Town Centre.
Readdress the balance between the delivery of an invi ng and
safe pedestrian environment and traﬃc movement and parking
demand within the Town Centre.
Main Street is the primary thoroughfare of the Town and is the focus
of economic and social ac vity for those living and working in the area.
As with the central area of many Market Towns, the Main Street cur‐
rently experiences high volumes of vehicular traﬃc with associated
traﬃc movements onto side streets and a requirement for parking.
This has impacted how people perceive the Main Street, its usability
for entertainment and recrea onal purposes and its a rac veness as a
place to live, work, visit and spend me in.
The Plan proposes a number of improvements and enhancements to
Main Street which together will deliver a pedestrian‐friendly spine run‐
ning north‐south through the centre of Carrickmacross. This enhanced
public realm will contain green infrastructure along its length with new
plan ng on both the east and west side of the Street. Car parking will
be ra onalised along the eastern sides of the street to allow for the
provision of a new public space and an enhanced market facility. Side
streets from the Main Street will be integrated into this enhanced pe‐
destrian environment through the use of shared surfaces and the pro‐
vision of enhanced pedestrian links.
One of the key aims of the Plan is to create an aesthe c that is dis nct
to Carrickmacross; that reflects its history as a rural Market Town;
acknowledges its vibrancy as a retail and employment centre; visually
presents its arts and cra s connec ons and oﬀers an amenity to its
popula on. The Plan will deliver improved public space to the resi‐
dents of and visitors to Carrickmacross, which will benefit the Town in
terms of visual amenity and an increase in economic ac vity.

C

The Delivery of a Connected, Walkable Town Centre
Ambi ons
Introduce clear, direct pedestrian routes between the Main Street
and the Town Centre zoned lands to the south.
Improve the pedestrian experience by reducing barriers to
pedestrian flows on the Main Street and through the side streets.
Encourage pedestrian ac vity through new pedestrian links from
Main Street.
Carrickmacross as a Market Town is a des na on in its own right with
people traveling here on a daily basis for school and work and regularly
for their retail and service needs. Despite its strong a rac on as an em‐
ployment centre and service provider there is the percep on that people
do not spend me in the Town Centre. This appears to be a ributed in
part to the current car dominance and the quality of the pedestrian envi‐
ronment in the Town Centre. The Town Centre has also begun to expand
southwards in recent years with the reloca on of the Civic Oﬃces and
library and the arrival of Lidl and Aldi. Poor pedestrian connec ons be‐
tween this newly developed Town Centre expansion area and the tradi‐
onal Town Centre has inhibited the integra on of these two important
areas of the Town.
Interna onal prac ce and na onal guidance in rela on to traﬃc man‐
agement in our towns and ci es has brought a shi in thinking away
from a car‐centred to a pedestrian and cyclist‐centred approach. The in‐
terven ons contained in this Plan will facilitate the implementa on of a
pedestrian‐friendly Town Centre in Carrickmacross. ‘Smarter Travel – A
Sustainable Transport Future: A New Transport Policy for Ireland’ (2009)
seeks to accommodate more sustainable means of travel, in par cular
walking and cycling and public transport. This Plan supports such
measures and seeks to accommodate a shi toward walking and cycling
journeys, specifically within the Town Centre.
Providing a safer and enhanced environment for both pedestrians and
cyclists will encourage greater adop on of sustainable means of travel in
the future and is key to the crea on of a consolidated, fully connected
Town Centre for Carrickmacross that is a fundamental aim of this Plan.

The opportunity to make direct links from the Main Street to the
Town Centre lands to the south will facilitate more walking and cycling
and will open up lands for recrea onal purposes. These direct pedes‐
trian and cyclist links are required to connect the tradi onal Town
Centre and the Town Centre lands to the south.
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Exposure and Integra on of the Proules River
Ambi ons
Open up visual and physical access to the River.
Integrate the River as part of a network of pedestrian routes
through the Town and as a new pedestrian route to the Work
house and Fever Hospital.
The Proules River runs north west to south east along the western
edge of Carrickmacross Town Centre, to the rear of proper es along
the Main Street and to the new Town Centre zoned lands to the
south. It is exposed and above ground in parts and below ground in
places. The River is currently largely uniden fied and there is no for‐
mal pathway along it. It is currently only accessible at limited loca ons
throughout the Town.
The Plan supports opening up the river as a pedestrian route through
the Town that would not only connect into the exis ng and enhanced
pedestrian network but would provide a new and direct link from the
south of the Town to the Workhouse and Fever Hospital. It also pre‐
sents an opportunity to provide an amenity corridor for pedestrians
within the centre of Carrickmacross. Providing new amenity spaces
will enhance the quality of life in the Town, making it more liveable
and visually a rac ve and will bring a sense of the surrounding coun‐
tryside into the Town.
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Exposure of Carrickmacross’ Cultural and Historic Heritage
Ambi ons
Priori se exposure of the key heritage assets including the
Courthouse, the Market House, the Workhouse, the Fever Hos‐
pital, the Bridewell and other heritage assets in Carrickmacross
Town Centre.
Improve the exposure and interpreta on of Carrickmacross’ ex‐
tensive cultural heritage including the renowned Carrickmacross
Lace, the Town’s connec on to Patrick Kavanagh and its Harry
Clarke stained‐glass window.
Carrickmacross retains a series of historical buildings including:


The Courthouse which is set within a collec on of historic buildings
and is prominently located at the terminus of the northern end of
the Main Street.



The Market House that forms a historic quarter, along with the
Courthouse, at the northern end of the Main Street.



The Shirely Arms Hotel which marks the northern entrance to Car‐
rickmacross and contributes to the character of the historic quar‐
ter.



The Workhouse which given its historic use was located to the
west of the Town removed from the Town Centre.



The Fever Hospital, which was grouped with the Workhouse, to
the west of and removed from the Town Centre.



The Bridewell in the Town Centre, at the visual terminus of Bride‐
well Lane.



St. Finbarr’s Church and the St. Louis Convent Buildings which ad‐
dress the southern end of the Main Street and St. Joseph’s Church
on O’Neill Street.

In addi on there are mul ple other historic buildings within the Town,
as well as historic streets and spaces that contribute to its overall char‐
acter. The varied streetscape, punctuated by imposing buildings creates
a dis nc ve architectural character. The cultural heritage embodied in
the Town is also a significant resource including the heritage of Car‐
rickmacross lace, the Town’s connec on with Patrick Kavanagh and the
Harry Clarke window in St. Joseph’s Church.

However, the design of the urban landscape has lost sight of the in‐
herent spa al quali es and significance of the streetscape due to the
dominance of traﬃc and associated parking, with quali es of the pub‐
lic realm becoming clu ered. Enhancement of the se ng of historical
structures and crea ng spaces and routes that enhance their context
can help reconnect with the history of the Town. Linking the Town’s
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built environment with local historical and cultural figures and pre‐
sen ng and interpre ng its social and ar s c heritage can further deep‐
en this sense of place. Linking this cultural heritage to present the story
of the Town can transform the standing of Carrickmacross as a place of
cultural and architectural heritage and has the poten al to reveal and
evoke the depth of history embedded in the fabric of the Town.

C

Access to Open Space Amenity Areas within the Town
Ambi ons
Provide a high quality, accessible and useable public amenity
space for Carrickmacross in the Town Centre.
Create a safe environment for recrea onal, social and
community ac vi es.
Carrickmacross as a thriving Market Town not only a racts people from
its wide rural hinterland but it also caters to a resident popula on living
within the Town and its environs. In recent years new residen al devel‐
opments have been concentrated on the outskirts of the Town, with res‐
idents not interac ng with the Town Centre due to poor or limited pe‐
destrian and cycle links and a lack of a rac ve and func onal amenity
open spaces within the Town Centre.
In conjunc on with improvements to pedestrian routes throughout the
Town, this Plan seeks to deliver a new, usable, high quality and accessi‐
ble public open space and amenity area to the south of the Town. The
space, which is located adjacent to the Civic Oﬃces and library and con‐
vent school will not only provide an important public amenity within the
Town Centre but will be the main public open space for Carrickmacross,
incorpora ng green space, walkways and an amphitheatre which will act
as a focal point for community events. The amenity area will also be
highly accessible through new and improved pedestrian and cycle routes
which not only link the tradi onal Town Centre to the Town Centre ex‐
pansion area to the south but which will place this amenity area at the
heart of the newly connected Carrickmacross.

Accommoda ng Residents, Workers and Visitors within the
Town Centre
Ambi ons
Promote the reoccupa on of vacant residen al stock within
Carrickmacross Town Centre, including ‘Living Above the Shop’.
Encourage further employment in the service and tourism
sectors through enhancing the public realm of the Town Centre
including the provision of new public spaces.
Encourage those working in the environs to visit the Town
Centre.
Promote the eﬃcient use of backland sites for residen al and
other uses.
According to the 2016 Census the Electoral District (ED) of Car‐
rickmacross Urban had a popula on of 2,085 persons with a total
housing stock of 1,037, including 116 vacant households (excluding
holiday homes). As a recent UCD study of land uses within the Town
shows, for a Town of its size Carrickmacross has a rela vely high quan‐
tum of residen al use at first floor level along the Main Street, Farney
Street, O Neill Street, Parnell Street and Chapel Lane with rela vely
li le first floor residen al vacancy. The con nued promo on of living
in the Town Centre should be supported through a survey of the con‐
di on and constraints to reuse all vacant residen al units. In many
cases proper es may require upgrading and renova on works, in par‐
cular to comply with building regula ons and the Local Authority
should provide advice in rela on to Planning, Building Control, Fire
Safety, Security and other relevant statutory issues to owners, tenants
and poten al investors. The Plan promotes eﬃcient densi es and resi‐
den al typologies in opportunity sites throughout the Town Centre.
Carrickmacross has a rich history of employment through industry da‐
ng back to the 1930s. The exis ng employment base includes King‐
span, Kerrygroup and C&M Coldstores which are located outside the
Town Centre while the predominant employment within the Town
Centre is retail, the service sector and hospitality. Public sector em‐
ployment is provided in the Civic Oﬃces while professional services
are a racted by the Court Service.
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While the Town Centre is vibrant there s ll exists poten al to a ract
those working in the environs to visit it through improvements in pedes‐
trian linkages and enhancements to the public realm. In addi on there is
poten al to facilitate small and medium‐sized enterprises at street level
and above exis ng ground floor retail uses, specifically along the Main
Street. The Plan seeks to deliver enhanced public spaces, new move‐
ment networks and modern spaces that develop the percep on of Car‐
rickmacross as a progressive Town and starts to build around one of the
most powerful influences on an urban area, momentum.
Increasing the service sector oﬀer, specifically retail and hospitality,
alongside the promo on of Carrickmacross as a tourist des na on
needs to take place in tandem with the public realm improvements. Pro‐
posed improvements to the Main Street, specifically the crea on of a
new public space to accommodate outdoor ea ng and a new public
open space to enhance the se ng of the Courthouse, will contribute to
the a rac veness of the public realm that encourages people to spend
more me, and in turn more money, in the Town Centre.
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3. History of Carrickmacross
Once ruled by Gaelic lords, Carrickmacross has a rich history
from its founda on in the mid sixteenth century, to its divi‐
sion at the end of the seventeenth century. Its history has in‐
fluenced the layout as it is today and lead to Carrickmacross
becoming a thriving Market Town.



Routes approach from the south; Maheross Road and Ardee Road,
and these meet with Mullinary Road and Castle Street at a single
junc on south of the historic centre.



The free‐standing market house in the south part of the street
stands at the junc on with New Street. This was a structure of
some size, exceeding the footprint of the Church of Ireland church
further to the south.

The Story of Carrickmacross



New Street connects Castle Street to the loca on of the Catholic
chapel, where a bishop’s house with grounds and a school are also
located.



Roads branch oﬀ the main street to the west; Evelyn Street (now
Parnell Street), this runs in line with Chapel Lane that branches oﬀ
towards the east; Shirley House Lane branches to the west and
connects to Shirley House with its landscaped grounds; Bath Street
(now Farney Street) branches to the east at the south‐east end of
the main street.

Early Origins
The barony had been granted to the Earl of Essex in 1576, un l then the
area was ruled by Gaelic lords, who had li le tradi on of fostering urban
se lements. The third Earl of Essex ins gated the layout of the Town in
the 1620s and though Monaghan itself was not planted, it was influ‐
enced by that process from nearby coun es. The mill, closely ed to the
needs of the estate, was one of the first developments in the Town and
the castle followed soon. A limestone outcrop shown in Thomas Raven’s
map of 1635 may have given the Town its name Carraig Mhacaire Rois
and it served as a source of lime. Carrickmacross was a thriving Market
Town at the beginning of the seventeenth century but suﬀered in the
rebellion of 1641 when the castle to the south at Drummond Otra and
church were destroyed. The Town was eventually divided along the line
of the main street at the end of the seventeenth century between the
Shirley and Bath estates.

Eighteenth Century
By the late eighteenth century Carrickmacross was a prospering Market
Town with development focused around the market house in the south
part of the main street. This was a free standing structure located in the
centre of the street. It was replaced around this me by another struc‐
ture that was demolished at the beginning of the twen eth century. In
1789 a new church was constructed in a prominent posi on to the south
end of the street and its present form took hold. The layout is similar to
nearby Ardee, both have a Market Street and a Castle Street but don’t
have a square or Ulster Diamond. The Catholic chapel was also erected
around this me to the east and it supported the crea on of New Street
(now O’Neill Street).

Carrickmacross, drawing from 1736 (Mulligan, 2013)

Nineteenth Century
By 1831 Carrickmacross had 2,900 inhabitants and 560 houses of
diﬀerent quality. The west side of the main street fell behind the east
side in terms of development and the Town was reported in the mid‐
1830s to have had a run‐down appearance. The main industries at
that me were a dis llery to the southeast and a brewery to the west.
Other industries included manufacturing of brogues, coarse hats, can‐
dles and soap. A er the famine a lace school was set up by the man‐
agers of the Bath and Shirley estates as a means of helping tenants. At
the end of the century the Sisters of St. Louis established their own
lace school and the industry survives to this day.
The Ordnance Survey map from 1836 gives a good depic on of the
Town layout at that me. This layout has retained its principal charac‐
teris cs to the present day. It shows:


The main street is shown running in a north‐south direc on and
is interrupted to the south by the Church of Ireland church and
site of the former castle. The street widens gradually from north
to south to three mes its width. The northern end of the street
con nues uninterrupted in a straight line into the countryside to
join with the extension of Monaghan Street (which branches oﬀ
the north‐east end of the main street). A second road leads from
the south end of the Town to the northwest in the direc on of
Ballatrain and Shercock (now Mullinary Road). It is aligned by
many small structures in a non‐con nuous manner.

A water course (Proules River) runs between Main Street and Mullinary
Road and widens to a mill pond beside the road junc on to the south of
the Town. A brewery is situated to the west side of Castle Street and
stretches to the water course. To the south east a large structure marks
the loca on of a dis llery and mill. A er the famine new structures of
quality were erected. These include the courthouse from 1844, which
sits impressively to the north end of the main street, and the Na onal
Bank from the late 1850s. The Catholic chapel was replaced with a larger
and more impressive structure in 1860. In 1861 a new market place was
constructed to the north end of the Town. Other impressive structures
include the Shirley Arms Hotel from 1831, a police barracks and a con‐
vent (St.Louis) from 1890. In addi on there were rows of fine estate
housing built in Tudor style in the late nineteenth century and a work‐
house and hospital were erected in the northwest.
The Griﬃth Valua on map (1848‐1864) repeats much of the detail in the
earlier Ordnance Survey map and includes garden and orchard layouts.
Gardens of note can be seen at Essex Castle (later St.Louis Convent) and
Shirley House. Much of this detail can be seen in the Published Town
Plan for Carrickmacross from 1862.
The Ordnance Survey Map of 1900 depicts developments from the later
part of the century. The layout remains generally similar to that in the
earlier map:

C



The introduc on of the courthouse to the end of the main street
interrupts the straight route from Main Street to the north.



The free‐standing Market House structure in Main Street/Castle
Street has been removed.



The brewery and dis llery are no longer extant. The Proules River
and the mill pond remain as in the earlier map. The quality of the
river space has probably improved with Maheross School facing
onto the mill pond and a house close to the river near Shirley
House bears the name ‘River View’.



Carrickmacross has been added to the railway network with a ter‐
minus sta on and goods buildings located southeast of the Catho‐
lic chapel. This belonged to the Great Northern Railway, a network
that opened in 1886 and closed in 1947.
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Twen eth Century
Up to the 1960s the Town struggled to maintain its economic life and
retain its popula on. Stedfast Shoes was an important industry,
founded in the mid‐1930s, it closed in 1988. The railway provided a
passenger and goods service un l closure in 1947.
There are some structures of interest from the early part of the centu‐
ry. Notably the Catholic Hall from 1905 beside the chapel, built in an
eclec c style, and a clinic from the 1930s (Otharcha Sláinte Puiblidhe)
on the Emmet Road, built in the well‐ordered and func onal style
used for health and educa on structures at that me.
The twen eth‐century saw the demoli on of only a few important
structures in the historic centre of the Town. The most significant loss
was Shirley House in the Town Centre.

Market House and Main Street looking south from the Court‐
house foreground (Source: Oram.H & MacKenna.M, ‘Old County
Monaghan’)

The most significant change to Carrickmacross has been the addi on
of large areas of suburban housing and one‐oﬀ houses around the his‐
toric centre that significantly increased the footprint of the Town.
Nonetheless the Town Centre s ll retains a strong rela onship to its
immediate rural se ng.

Nearby Sites of Interest
Carrickmacross Town is closely associated with the history of the
Shirley family. They were the largest landowners in Monaghan and
though their Irish lands were greater in size than holdings in England,
they remained absentee landlords. Their residence in Ireland was
shared between Shirley House in the Town (now demolished) and a
house known as ‘The Co age’ in Lough Fea demesne. In 1825 the Eng‐
lish architect Thomas Rickman designed a large house in the Gothic
Style and it was completed by 1850. The demesne has survived with a
fine wooded parkland and impressive arrangements of view in the Pic‐
turesque manner. The grounds also include a large lake (Lough Fea), a
mo e from the twel h century, a walled garden, a great terraced al‐
lée near the house and formal garden, a stone boundary wall and a
series of fine Tudor Gothic Style gate lodges.

Main Street looking north towards the Courthouse and Shirley
Arms Hotel (Source: Oram.H & MacKenna.M, ‘Old County Mona‐
ghan’)

Ordnance Survey Map from 1900
Lough Fea House and gardens
(Source: Oram.H & MacKenna.M, ‘Old County Monaghan’)
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4. Carrickmacross Today
Carrickmacross con nues to fulfil the important role of a
Market Town to its large rural hinterland. The Town enjoys a
number of key assets that characterise a consolidated Town
Centre, with the majority of these located within the tradi‐
onal core including churches, leisure and educa onal facili‐
es. The Town Centre also has a consolidated business, retail
and services oﬀer focused on the tradi onal core. While Car‐
rickmacross remains focused on the tradi onal Main Street,
the loca ng of the Civic Oﬃces, library and Lidl and Aldi re‐
tailers on the Town Centre expansion area has created a new,
modern focus for the Town to the south.

Engagement Through Consulta on

The percep ons of Carrickmacross must be addressed. Common per‐
cep ons of the Town include its strong links to heritage, Car‐
rickmacross Tidy Towns, its many cultural assets, the strong communi‐
ty spirit of the Town and the Main Street as the hub of the Town. Key
points raised during the Consulta on include:


Carrickmacross is an Ac ve and Vibrant Town with a strong
sense of pride and place



It is a heritage Town that needs to showcase its historical assets



There is a lack of good quality housing in the Town Centre



Carrickmacross lacks a sense of iden ty, a brand



Carrickmacross is a ‘Foodie Town’ with a good choice of restau‐
rants

Experiencing Carrickmacross Today
As part of the urban analysis process the project team convened a num‐
ber of Public Consulta on Workshops a ended by the public, key com‐
munity stakeholders, advisory agencies and businesses. The outcomes of
this process can be thema cally linked and presented in the following
sec ons:


Percep ons



Community



Urban Design



Heritage



Infrastructure

It is under these headings that experiences of the Town as it exists today
can be defined and used to understand how it may be improved into the
future.

Community

Percep ons of the Town



There is a lack of iden fica on of the Town from the N2 and at
the entrance points to the Town



Derelict sites within the Town need to be addressed



There is a lack of green space in the Town Centre

Carrickmacross has a strong sense of community and a pride of place
that was clear at the stakeholder workshops and visible in people’s
a tudes towards the future of the Town. Community and business
organisa ons such as Carrickmacross Chamber of Commerce and Car‐
rickmacross Tidy Towns have not only been successful in enhancing
the Town but they demonstrate a posi vity and willingness of resi‐
dents to take ac on. The importance of the Workhouse as a communi‐
ty facility and its poten al future contribu on to the community of
Carrickmacross was also highlighted in a very posi ve manner. Key
points raised during the Consulta on include:


Poten al to develop sites within the Town for community pur‐
poses



Heritage resources could be combined with community uses



There is an exis ng vibrant volunteer culture



There is a good focus on the youth and youth development



Spaces for allotments would increase community involvement
within the Town



Certain facili es in the Town are currently underu lised

C

Urban Design – Public Realm

Carrickmacross Town Centre is focused on Main Street which remains
the centre for the retail and service sectors and the heart of day‐to‐day
ac vi es in the Town. The exis ng public realm of the Town Centre is
viewed as being characterised by high levels of vehicular traﬃc, associat‐
ed turning movements onto side streets and a demand of parking. Ve‐
hicular access and parking for shopping, businesses and visitors must be
balanced with traﬃc dominance and conges on, and the need for
a rac ve and safe pedestrian environments. Changes to reduce the vol‐
ume and priority given to traﬃc is central to the delivery of a people‐
focused Town instead of one dominated by cars.
Newer retail developments along with the civic oﬃces and library have
been located on Town Centre zoned lands to the south. Pedestrian link‐
ages between the historic core around Main Street and these newer ad‐
di ons to the Town are considered poor. Improvements in the public
realm relate to the increase in facili es in the form of green spaces and
parks. Key points raised in rela on to the urban design features that Car‐
rickmacross could benefit from include:




Need to maintain the heritage as it is a historic Town



Old Bridewell can be renovated to open up the Town to the west



Poten al for a Nature Walk/Walking Tour/Heritage Hike



Increase awareness of Calendar of Events taking place in herit‐
age buildings



Shop frontages can be refurbished in a tradi onal style



Need to re‐use and renew old areas e.g. old dis llery

Concerns over the lack of green areas in the Town Centre



Opportunity for outdoor ea ng areas should be provided



Need for residen al spaces above shops



Poten al for the development of backland sites



Public ligh ng needs to be improved – and turned on.



Parallel parking is an issue (gaps too big between cars, ineﬃcient
use)

‐P

R

E

P

Infrastructure

Heritage

The history of Carrickmacross is rich with a diversity of heritage and
cultural assets that make it both a dis nct se lement and an a rac ve
Town to visit. The iden ty of the Town is for fied by both its physical
assets such as the Court House, Workhouse and Fever Hospital and
also its cultural assets including Carrickmacross Lace and its connec‐
on to Patrick Kavanagh. Yet many of these assets remain underu ‐
lised, and their story largely untold. It is essen al that these assets are
revealed and u lised in establishing an iden ty for Carrickmacross.
Key points raised during the Consulta on include:

T

Key to discussions around infrastructure within Carrickmacross were
the issues of vehicular traﬃc, car parking and pedestrian permeability.
In par cular, parking, including unauthorised and long stay parking, on
the Main Street were iden fied as areas of par cular concern. Chang‐
es to reduce the dominance of traﬃc, regulate car parking and im‐
prove the accessibility and safety of the pedestrian environment are
central to the delivery of an enhanced public realm in the Town Cen‐
tre.
The lack of green space within the Town Centre as well as the require‐
ment for enhanced pedestrian connec ons with amenity areas includ‐
ing the River and green spaces, are also considered integral to the de‐
livery of an enhanced and connected Town Centre. Key points raised
during the Consulta on include:


Pedestrian crossings on the Main Street need to be addressed



Concerns over traﬃc issues arising around the Kingscourt Road
junc on



Issues with schools at peak mes aﬀec ng the traﬃc levels in
the Town



Poten al to extend pedestrian connec vity with blueways and
greenways



There is no primary healthcare centre in the Town



Lack of a Unique Selling Point for the Town
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What People Said

What Has Been Achieved
Carrickmacross Ac ve Travel Town—Walking and Cycling
Strategy 2017

Finance ‐ Defined Economy

The Town has a large number of employers located in its environs as
well as the Civic Oﬃces and Court Service in the Town Centre. The
Town Centre also remains the focus of the retail, service and hospital‐
ity sectors with the loca on of schools within the Town bringing both
employment and foo all. While the Town Centre is vibrant there ex‐
ists poten al to a ract those working in the environs and to encour‐
age those visi ng the Town Centre to spend more me in it through
improvements in the public realm including enhanced pedestrian
linkages and public spaces. Carrickmacross’ connec ons to the arts,
tourism and crea ve industries should also be targeted for their fur‐
ther employment poten al. The service and tourism sectors are di‐
rectly connected to the public realm. Increasing the service sector
oﬀer alongside the promo on of Carrickmacross as a tourist des na‐
on needs to take place in tandem with the public realm improve‐
ments.
This Plan iden fies the economic benefits an enhanced public realm
can deliver and sets out a number of interven ons required to deliver
such improvements. Each interven on contains projects which can be
progressed further by the Council and brought forward for funding
through the various funding mechanisms and streams available. Key
points raised during the Consulta on include:


Get people moving through the Town to increase foo all and
add to the local economy



Need to create a compe ve environment for companies to
manufacture goods in the Town



Provide aid to start‐up businesses, encourage entrepreneurship



Improve access to funding sources, e.g. Leader, Lo ery



Develop link to tourist opportuni es, e.g. Patrick Kavanagh Cen‐
tre

The Carrickmacross: Ac ve Travel Town – Walking and Cycling Strategy
2017 was adopted on the 24th July 2017 and provides an overview of
the current status of walking and cycling routes in Carrickmacross. The
Strategy was developed in accordance with the prevailing trip a rac‐
tors around the Town and iden fies the main residen al areas and the
prominent employment areas along with the schools in the Town. The
Strategy examines the a tudes that people have towards travelling to
work and school with walking and cycling iden fied as the least popu‐
lar forms of transport to and from school and work. This document is
also important as it iden fies routes within the Town that need im‐
provement to encourage the greater use of alterna ve modes of
transport, specifically walking and cycling. Of note is that the public
consulta on undertaken as part of the prepara on of this Strategy re‐
vealed that more people would walk and cycle if there were improve‐
ments in the public realm that would facilitate this.

Carrickmacross GOAD Land‐use Survey
A GOAD land‐use survey was undertaken by UDC examining the type
of land‐uses currently at ground and first floor within the Town Centre
of Carrickmacross, focused on the Main Street and partly radia ng on‐
to the side streets of O’Neill Street, Farney Street, Castle Street, Par‐
nell Street and Chapel Lane. The Survey provides important infor‐
ma on on the types of uses within the Town Centre, and iden fies
where there are vacancies. The Survey also highlights that there re‐
mains a rela vely high level of ‘living over the shop’ in Carrickmacross.
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Carrickmacross i‐Board System
The proposal for an i‐Board System will give the people of Car‐
rickmacross, both residents and visitors, the opportunity to receive in‐
forma on on the Town and ul mately give them greater access to public
events that may be taking place around the Town. It intends to adver se
certain elements pertaining to the Town in rela on to local community
news and events, tourist informa on, Garda informa on and local Coun‐
cil informa on including emergency no ces such as severe weather
warnings, floods and road closures. The proposal is for 16 non‐
interac ve screens to be placed in various loca ons around the Town
such as schools, banks, doctors’ surgeries, shopping centres, Town Coun‐
cil oﬃces, the Credit Union and the Workhouse. In addi on, the pro‐
posal iden fies the posi oning of a touchscreen element in the Town
Centre, allowing for greater interac on. It is also intended to place 4
larger outdoor screens by the roadside which would display informa on
in a simpler layout to inform frequent road users of any upcoming
events or road closures. The cos ng of this project gives an understand‐
ing of the funding required.
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Planning for the Future
Consulta on and Research
The comprehensive consulta on undertaken, including public work‐
shops, and mee ngs with local business owners, community groups and
oﬃcials (Focus Group) and the Local Authority (Steering Group), formed
the basis for this Plan. A clear progression of the Plan can be traced from
the ini al tender brief, through to the issues raised by the mul ple
stakeholders and informed by the informa on a ained as part of the
research phase. This progression has culminated in the emergence of
specific interven ons covering substan al areas of the Town and which
include mul ple projects which can be brought forward on foot of the
Plan.

Emerging Strategy and Interven ons

Itera on and Design

Comments and observa ons made by stakeholders as part of the con‐
sulta ons can be traced through the process of the making of the
Plan. These comments and observa ons formed the basis of and di‐
rectly informed the specific proposals presented to the public at the
second stakeholder workshop.

The below workflow illustra on is intended to convey the process of
consulta on, analysis and design development in arriving at the Plan. It
follows the trajectory of the Plan from the ini al familiarisa on and im‐
mersion of the project team in Carrickmacross through the consulta on
workshops and mee ngs with the Focus and Steering Groups, to the
presenta on of ini al concepts and finally in the design itera on of par‐
cular interven ons and the detail of the projects contained therein.

Sketch of Interven on Presented at Second Stakeholder
Consulta on
Feedback from Stakeholder Consulta on

Par cipa on Booklet from First Stakeholder
Consulta on
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5. Guiding Principles
The Public Realm and Economic Plan is arranged and de‐
scribed under five Guiding Principles, which address the key
facets of the urban environment, the public realm i.e. com‐
munity, urban design, heritage and infrastructure and the
economy.






The People’s Town ‐ A vibrant Town Centre and public
realm that meets the needs and aspira ons of those who
live in it and those who visit, wherever they come from
and however long they stay.
Dis nct Public Realm ‐ A public realm based on urban
design principles that are dis nc ve and authen c.
A Future for Our Heritage ‐ A public realm that not only
embraces its unique heritage but promotes this heritage
as a tourism asset.



A Permeable Place ‐ A Town Centre and public realm that
is accessible and pedestrian friendly.



A Defined Economy ‐ A Plan that has economic ini a ves
at its core can be used to leverage funding and encour‐
age investment.

The People’s Town
The concept of ‘The People’s Town’ is a Town Centre and public realm
where people choose to live, shop, visit and spend their leisure me. It is
a place that residents are proud of and spend me in and that others are
interested in and drawn to. It is a Town Centre with a high quality public
realm, a range of shopping and service facili es, local ameni es, quality
housing and a vibrancy and dis nc veness that a racts people to it.

Community
Carrickmacross is a Town with a strong community spirit and pride of
place. Community engagement was thus central to the making of the
Plan and consequently the community theme has directly informed
the Vision Statement.
The inten on of this Plan is to create a Town for the community with a
high quality and connected public realm and with good local ameni‐
es. Streets will be treated less as thoroughfares for vehicular traﬃc
and more as a rac ve, mul ‐purpose pedestrian friendly spaces.
There will also be an enhanced presenta on and interpreta on of the
Town’s heritage and cultural assets.

An Ac ve and Vibrant Town Centre
The Plan seeks to enhance the quality of life of the residents of Car‐
rickmacross and improve the ability of the Town Centre to a ract in‐
vestment. There is a need to create a high quality public realm that
provides invi ng public spaces and that connects to a network of open
spaces and parks making the Town an a rac ve place to live. The Plan
also supports and promotes the eﬃcient use of backland sites for resi‐
den al and other uses
The Plan, through upgrades in the public realm and new pedestrian
and cycle linkages, provides the opportunity to deliver a more con‐
nected Town Centre bringing the tradi onal Core together with the
newer retail developments to the south. A connected Town Centre
will provide a be er experience and diversity of retail and enhance
the overall experience of those living and visi ng the Town.

as a means of defining an iden ty for the Town was key feedback from
the stakeholder consulta ons. A first step in achieving this is the delivery
of a dis nct and authen c public realm based on the following urban
design principles:


Ac vity ‐ Create a physical environment that encourages year‐
round use, day and night ac vity and that provides for our chang‐
ing climate.



Heritage ‐ The Town’s heritage, both historical and cultural, is a
central feature and allows for a rac ons to be promoted to create
iden ty; for specific events to be organised and for Carrickmacross
to be promoted as a cultural des na on (e.g. Carrickmacross Lace,
Patrick Kavanagh and Harry Clarke).



Iden ty ‐ The heritage and cultural assets of Carrickmacross pre‐
sent the opportunity to create a dis nct iden ty. The assets that
are dis nct to Carrickmacross must form an integral part of the
public realm and should be showcased.



Access ‐ Reducing the dominance of the car and associated parking
on Main Street and enhancing the pedestrian environment will
make the public realm feel safer, more invi ng, aesthe cally pleas‐
ing and be er connected



Buildings and Space ‐ Surrounding buildings need to engage with
public spaces through ground floor uses and design that interacts
(physically and/or percep vely) with the public realm.



Focal Buildings ‐ In addi on to posi on and design it should be the
public realm’s engagement through use, layout and materials that
a racts and encourages users to gravitate to par cular loca ons
within the Town Centre.



Cura ng the Place ‐ A Plan should not be made to sit on a shelf,
thus it is important that there is a sense of ownership and clear
responsibility which ensures the implementa on of the interven‐
ons which will enhance the public realm and should in turn lead
to an increase in revenue. The community and the Council should
consider themselves ‘keepers’ of the Town Centre.



Flexibility/Adaptability – While Carrickmacross remains a vibrant
Market Town there is always the need for public spaces and key
buildings to be able to refocus their purpose. This ensures their
con nued use as well as providing for diﬀerent events and experi‐
ences from an opera onal perspec ve.

Dis nct Public Realm
Urban design is key to this Plan as it can deliver
sustainable communi es and a high quality
built environment that a racts people to live, work and visit Car‐
rickmacross. The concept for Carrickmacross is to highlight its exis ng
assets and compliment these through targeted interven ons in the
public realm in order to deliver a ‘Dis nct Public Realm’. Iden fying
and showcasing Carrickmacross’ dis nct heritage and cultural assets

C



Residen al Use ‐ New residen al development in the Town Centre
must be well‐integrated, and must contribute to and enhance the
public realm.

A Future for Our Heritage
Heritage and Design
The architectural heritage of Carrickmacross is at the centre of the Pub‐
lic Realm and Economic Plan and will be showcased as a principal iden ‐
fying characteris c of the public realm. Its conserva on is therefore, a
key guiding principle of the Plan. The key heritage buildings of the Town,
including the Workhouse, the Courthouse and the Fever Hospital, are
connected to the story of the se lement and development of the Town.
They are the physical representa ons of the history of Carrickmacross
and are a valuable amenity for residents and visitors. This Plan respects
the need to protect and conserve the Town’s important historical struc‐
tures while also ensuring their meaningful integra on into the enhanced
public realm. Focus is also be given to the historic development of the
Town in terms of market ac vity and its con nued role in the Town.

Design
New addi ons to the Town Centre should respect the character of the
area and take its cues from the historic se ng. High quality architectural
design can complement the historic se ng and add to the overall built
heritage of Carrickmacross. Within the public realm the historic architec‐
ture can be showcased by ra onalising exis ng street furniture to elimi‐
nate visual clu er. Street surfaces, landscape features and traﬃc man‐
agement interven ons should be designed not in isola on from the sur‐
rounding built environment, but respec ul of it. Such measures will help
in presen ng the historic architecture of the Town to best eﬀect.
Improved design in the public realm will also emphasise the historical
form of the Town, unveiling historically significant spaces and clarifying a
hierarchy of historic routes. Emphasising the historical importance of
many of the side streets will directly e into a new pedestrian emphasis
for these routes. Ra onalising parking on Main Street will unveil the
original grandeur of this significant route through the Town, while focus‐
ing a new public space on the Courthouse will reclaim its role as the
principal space and public venue in the Town.
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A Permeable Place

A Defined Economy

Managing Vehicles in the Town Centre

Develop an Iden ty

At present the Main Street of Carrickmacross and the side streets radi‐
a ng from it, namely O’Neill Street, Chapel Lane, Parnell Street and
Farney Street are dominated by vehicular traﬃc. This dominance is
compounded by the quantum of parking along Main Street, the long
term nature of much of this parking and resultant unauthorised short
stay parking. The overall priority currently given to vehicular traﬃc
within the Town Centre has been to the detriment of safe pedestrian
and cyclist movements and has nega vely impacted the vitality and
vibrancy of the Town Centre. It has also nega vely impacted the quali‐
ty and type of ac vi es that can be accommodated in the Town Cen‐
tre with no public spaces along Main Street and limited opportunity
for outdoor sea ng spaces for hospitality providers. Ra onalising
and/or removing vehicles at certain loca ons would address such is‐
sues, create a be er quality environment and make the Town Centre
a more a rac ve place to live, work and visit.

The Plan seeks to build on the exis ng economic strengths of Car‐
rickmacross and to encourage, and facilitate through public realm im‐
provements, diversifica on into new and emerging sectors. Considered
key in this regard is the Town’s heritage and cultural assets, specifically
its connec ons to the arts including Carrickmacross Lace, Patrick Ka‐
vanagh and Harry Clark. Such heritage should be promoted in the devel‐
opment of a unique iden ty for Carrickmacross, one which conveys a
sense of place and the a rac ons of the Town to a wide tourism market.
The Plan promotes the development of the public realm in a manner
that would make these assets more accessible and allow them to shine
brighter.

Movement Infrastructure
This Plan sets out improvements to the public realm that will facilitate
safe, and encourage addi onal, pedestrian movements. In addi on, an
Outline Parking Strategy (see Appendix A) is provided which will act as
a guide for the development of a more detailed parking management
plan for Carrickmacross. The Outline Parking Strategy sets out a num‐
ber of objec ves for parking in the Town and addresses these through
a number of elements, key to which is the u lisa on of Smart Parking
Management Technologies. Such technologies have a number of ben‐
efits including inter alia the delivery of a parking management system
with lower capital and opera onal costs, reducing on‐street visual
clu er and providing stress‐free parking for locals and visitors.
A connected Town Centre with a high quality public realm, that is ac‐
cessible, has good pedestrian and cyclist permeability and a network
of open and civic spaces is the core infrastructure that can catalyse
urban growth and a ract inward investment. It is also crucial to the
growth of and in suppor ng the Town Centre’s residen al, retail and
employment base.

Secure Funding
Central to this Plan is the iden fica on of a number of projects that will
deliver the enhancements to the public realm iden fied through stake‐
holder consulta on and the research undertaken by the project team.
These projects do not stand in isola on, with many integral to each oth‐
er, and therefore, must be viewed collec vely in their contribu on to
the public realm of Carrickmacross. The interven ons detailed in this
document group these projects based on a number of factors, e.g.
movement, connec vity, land use, proximity and historical context,
while ensuring that each project can be progressed individually. This ap‐
proach also provides maximum flexibility and adaptability when seeking
funding, allowing these interven ons to be brought forward either indi‐
vidually or as a whole.
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6. The Economic Input
The benefits of crea ng a quality public realm can be repre‐
sented in the level of business ac vity and opportuni es
which arise from changes in the urban environment. Im‐
provements in the public realm have posi ve knock‐on
eﬀects which can rejuvenate an area financially and commer‐
cially. A posi ve business environment combined with a
good quality urban realm can have an eﬀect on the quality of
life of an area’s residents and ul mately a ract more visitors
and workers.
It is important for businesses and communi es to interact
and engage in order to form a las ng rela onship with the
aim of crea ng a strong local economy. A rac ng investment
and funding is another element which a strong rela onship
like this will encourage.

Plan 2018 (NDP). The NDP is a 10 year strategy for the capital invest‐
ment of almost €116 billion, known as Project Ireland 2040.
Development Funds
As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government has announced the
crea on of the following funds:


€2 billion Urban Regenera on and Development Fund, intended
to secure more compact, sustainable growth in Ireland’s five
ci es and other large urban centres.



€1 billion Rural Regenera on and Development Fund to support
job crea on in rural areas, address de‐popula on of rural com‐
muni es and support improvements in our towns, villages and
their hinterlands.



€500 million Climate Ac on Fund to support ini a ves that con‐
tribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy tar‐
gets.



Introduc on
Key to the formula on of the Shared Vision and the iden fica on of in‐
terven on areas is the economic review of the Town which examines its
current economic posi on, including its deficits and the poten al oppor‐
tuni es for its economic development.
The Public Realm and Economic Strategy has been formed surrounding
the key deliverables—the proposed interven ons. These have been cho‐
sen based on current economic need and in consulta on with relevant
stakeholders to iden fy specific areas of opportunity to meet the needs
of Carrickmacross moving into the future. The Town has a strong con‐
nec on to local businesses, its residents, its heritage and its culture
which have been u lised and considered as part of their impact on the
proposals.
Project Ireland 2040
The Na onal Planning Framework (NPF) is the long‐term strategic plan‐
ning framework that will guide Na onal, regional and local planning and
investment over a 25 year period. In contrast to its predecessor, the Na‐
onal Spa al Strategy 2002 (NSS), the NPF will have a statutory basis
and is accompanied by a sister document, the Na onal Development

€500 million Disrup ve Technologies Fund to provide invest‐
ment in the development and deployment of disrup ve innova‐
ve technologies and applica ons, on a commercial basis, tar‐
geted at tackling na onal and global challenges.

The four funds are available to Local Authori es, but are to be allocat‐
ed compe vely to the best projects, which also leverage investment
from other sources. The four new funds are intended to ensure bal‐
anced regional development and s mulate renewal and investment in
rural and urban areas, the environment and innova on.
Three quarters of new growth iden fied in the NPF will be outside
Dublin, with 50% of the projected popula on growth planned for our
towns, villages and rural areas and 50% for our ci es.
The above funds could poten ally be leveraged to help fund the inter‐
ven ons iden fied in this document.
Monaghan County Development Plan 2013‐2019
The current County Development Plan includes a separate Develop‐
ment Plan Chapter for Carrickmacross which highlights some of the
economic aspira ons for the Town such as improvements in retailing,
housing, employment, infrastructure, recrea on and tourism. The de‐
tails of the Interven ons of this Plan have incorporated theses objec‐
ves.

Dra Monaghan County Development Plan 2019‐2025
The Strategic Objec ves of the Dra County Development Plan relate to
the sustainable and balanced distribu on of development throughout
the County. Carrickmacross plays a large role in suppor ng the objec‐
ves of the Dra Plan such as the need “To support balanced economic
development throughout the county by delivering improved infrastruc‐
ture and services.” This Plan also aims to support the Dra Development
Plan by sustaining the tradi onal se lement pa ern of Carrickmacross
by developing its role and func on for the future.
Strategic Objec ve CMS01 of the Carrickmacross Se lement Plan 2019‐
2025 aims “To promote Carrickmacross Town as a prosperous and thriv‐
ing local development and service town where the principles of environ‐
mental, economic and social sustainability including protec on of the
town’s heritage, natural and built environment are enshrined.”
Monaghan Local Economic and Community Plan 2015‐2021
The Monaghan Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) sets out the
economic strategy for the County in the period up to 2021. It includes a
range of goals that can be summarised as follows:


To develop and promote a posi ve image of the County as a place
to live, visit and invest.



To support the development of a highly skilled workforce.



To support and strengthen the community and voluntary sector.



To promote the health and wellbeing of people in Monaghan.



To protect, enhance and maximise the poten al of the County’s
natural, cultural and heritage resources.

The objec ves and proposed interven ons contained in this document
are designed to support and further the above goals.

Brexit
At the me of wri ng, nego a ons between the UK and the EU are on‐
going and the situa on regarding Brexit remains unclear. However, what
is clear, is that Brexit will have an influence on the border region and
that the Na onal economy, and par cularly the border economy, may
be more turbulent in certain sectors (e.g. retail, agriculture).

C

It is expected that Brexit may have regionally diﬀeren ated eﬀects and a
hard Brexit could hit coun es such as Monaghan harder due to the im‐
portance of the agri‐food sector. Furthermore, Carrickmacross’ loca on
in rela on to the Border will make it suscep ble to change which further
emphasises the need for a diverse economy that targets sectors such as
tourism.

The Local Economy and the Public Realm

Economic Development

Ac vi es in the public realm consist of two types, ‘necessary’ and
‘op onal’. The ‘necessary’ ac vi es are the journeys that people have
to make. Schoolchildren passing through the public realm to get from
home to school is a ‘necessary’ ac vity. So too are people travelling to
work, or to a shop to purchase groceries.

In line with the LECP, Carrickmacross should look to develop upon its ex‐
is ng assets which are likely to produce posi ve impacts on the econom‐
ic development of the Town. The objec ves of the LECP indicate that
there are supports in place to increase the level of enterprise in the main
towns of Monaghan.
Carrickmacross, as the second largest Town in the county, con nues to
grow and its is impera ve that there are supports available from na on‐
al, regional and local sources. The goals of the LECP are aimed at iden ‐
fying investment opportuni es such as Goal 1.5 ‘To a ract and retain
inward investment’ through the provision of suitable oﬃce and industri‐
al workspaces in Carrickmacross and other towns.

The public realm, being the spaces in between buildings, has a variety
of uses. Its first use is to facilitate the movement of people from one
building to another, whether within the Town or to a place outside the
Town.

‘Op onal’ ac vi es involve people u lising the public realm for recrea‐
onal ac vi es, such as simply to go for a walk, perhaps without a
specific des na on in mind, si ng on a bench talking to a friend or
acquaintance, window shopping, sunbathing in a park, or drinking
coﬀee outside a restaurant.
‘Necessary’ ac vi es will always occur regardless of the quality of the
public realm, as people will always need to get to the shops, school, or
to work. However, ‘op onal’ ac vi es will increase commensurate

Localised Economic Plan
Strands Working together
Housing

Employment

Retail

Current Housing Market

Current & Future Need

Qualitative & Quantitative Requirement

Future Housing Market

Suitable Land Supply (Quantitative & Qualitative)

Retail Typology

Affordable Housing Need

Fit for Purpose Floorspace (Qualitative)

County & Regional Role

Integrated Growth Strategy
Development & Land needs

Infrastructure Dependencies & Requirements

Town Character & Environment

Public Realm Upgrades

Spatial Implications

Policy
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with the quality of the public space. The more ‘op onal’ ac vi es that
take place on a street, the greater the foo alls and the more opportuni‐
es that business owners have to en ce poten al customers into their
premises. The more people who visit an area and the more me that
they spend there, the greater the poten al that they will engage in
‘casual’ shopping and will increase their spend.
The public realm on and around Carrickmacross’ Main Street, while
func onal for ‘necessary’ ac vi es, should also be viewed as an amenity
for people to enjoy in its own right and should be invested in and pro‐
moted as such.

Quality of life and the Local Economy
A lively, vibrant public realm coupled with a strong business environ‐
ment helps to improve the a rac veness and quality of life in a place,
oﬀering people more ameni es and ways to spend their leisure me.
Quality of life is becoming increasingly important in a rac ng entrepre‐
neurs and skilled workers to a given loca on.
Remote working opportuni es have made the geographic loca on of a
variety of workers, including the self‐employed, sub‐contractors and
consultants, less important. Instead, quality of life, coupled with the cost
of living and the cost of ren ng business/commercial floorspace (o en
with smaller footprints) is crea ng opportuni es for more rural loca ons
to a ract investment and a skilled workforce.

C

Public Realm Improvements and Interven ons
The exis ng assets in Carrickmacross will be leveraged to support eco‐
nomic growth for the period of the Plan and beyond. The proposed im‐
provements in the public realm have benefits for the Town as a whole
and provide the opportunity to impact posi vely on the economy, tour‐
ism and improve the quality of life for residents in the Town and sur‐
rounding areas.
Greening of the Town Centre
The public realm interven on proposals include the addi on of green
landscaping to improve the overall green infrastructure in the Town. This
includes a series of tree plan ng and flower beds to add to the vitality
and vibrancy of the Town Centre. It is important to create an a rac ve
Town in a physical sense which will support the economic goals of the
Town. The Main Street in Carrickmacross has developable public space
which can be transformed to impact on the investment opportuni es
present in Ireland today.
The economic objec ves for the Town which these interven ons will
support are:


Increase the overall me spent in the Town Centre by visitors and
poten al customers.



The crea on of a Town which is an a rac ve place to live, thereby
increasing the urban popula on and consumer base.



Provide the opportunity for the crea on of addi onal jobs by al‐
lowing for businesses to expand into the fabric of the Main Street.



To provide the opportunity for markets traders to be located on
Main Street which will a ract a consistent level of customers on a
weekly basis.

Food, Markets and Heritage
Highligh ng the aspects of Carrickmacross which make it unique from
other towns and ci es in the region and country is an extremely im‐
portant element of this strategy. There is a growing food culture in the
Town and it is vital to support this and provide a base for its expansion.
This es in with the historic Market Town nature of Carrickmacross. It is
important to build on the Town’s history and embrace the economic op‐
portuni es which it presents. Main Street is an invaluable asset with po‐
ten al to accommodate market and food stalls.

The interven on proposals reflect these values and aim to support
economic growth in the Town by contribu ng to its economic vibrancy
by suppor ng the objec ves such as:


Increasing the foo all of the Town through the growth in the
urban economy.



To support the crea on of full‐ me and part‐ me jobs as a re‐
sult of the market and food stalls.



The crea on of a long‐term ini a ve that a racts visitors from
all over the county and region.



Provides the opportunity for business expansion due to the pub‐
lic spaces created along Main Street.

Exposure of Carrickmacross’ Cultural and Heritage Assets
Carrickmacross has a wealth of opportuni es in terms of its connec‐
on to its historic and cultural heritage. Tourism is an industry with
the poten al for growth in the Town and one which Carrickmacross
can expand upon. There is already a certain level of a tourism econo‐
my in the Town and the interven on proposals contained in the Plan
aim to expose them and release their poten al. Tourism can have pos‐
i ve knock‐on eﬀects for the local economy, including the hotel and
hospitality industry, food and drink industry and retail and commercial
trade.
The Carrickmacross Workhouse and Carrickmacross Lace are central
to this expansion and are included as major assets in the public realm
proposals for the Town. The Town’s cultural assets provide an addi‐
onal level of opportuni es for expansion and exposure such as Pat‐
rick Kavanagh, who is proposed to be celebrated at the Courthouse
public square on Main Street. The proposals support the economic
objec ves for the Town, such as:


The con nued use of the heritage assets in conjunc on with the
improvement of the tourist oﬀer for the Town.



Suppor ng local businesses and the crea on of jobs both direct‐
ly and indirectly as a result of tourism trade.



The integra on of historic buildings into the urban landscape to
promote the conserva on of old buildings and add to the eco‐
nomic expansion of the Town.

T

‐P

R

E

P

20

Popula on and Employment Expansion
A key aim of this Plan is to create an urban environment that is condu‐
cive to growth and a rac ve to poten al residents and employers. Key
to securing investment in these opportuni es is the crea on of an
a rac ve urban realm that provides a quality balance of social and com‐
munity perspec ves with business and commercial ac vi es. The public
realm improvement proposals consolidate these goals into the urban
fabric and u lises the physical form of the Town Centre to fulfil the de‐
sired outcomes, e.g. a walkable Town Centre, exposure of the Proules
River and the crea on of a communal amenity area.
It is important to develop an urban popula on through ini a ves such as
the ‘living‐over‐the‐shop’ scheme and provide incen ves to living in the
Town Centre. The interven on proposals contribute to the economic
objec ves for the Town which include:


The support of a thriving local economy with the ability to expand
and con nue to create addi onal local employment.



The crea on of a high quality public realm a rac ng an increased
Town Centre popula on with a connec on to an improved local
community spirit.

C

Town Centre ‐ Ground Floor Land Uses

Town Centre ‐ First Floor Land Uses
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7. The Integrated Plan
The Integrated Plan visually presents the public realm im‐
provements and posi ve economic impacts and captures all
of the proposed interven ons in the context of the develop‐
ment of the Town Centre.
The following sheets describe the individual interven ons
that have emerged from the public consulta on and the De‐
sign Team’s proposals, to address the place and its analysis
through applica on of the guiding principles to frame eco‐
nomic development and deliver the Shared Vision.

Overview of Interven ons
The Main Street is not only the heart of the Town but is a defining fea‐
ture of Carrickmacross in terms of its length and width. The Plan seeks
to enhance the Main Street through a combina on of public realm im‐
provements that will make it a safer and more a rac ve place for pe‐
destrians and cyclists and by providing dis nct quarters that each have
their own character and func on. These quarters, ‘Market Square’,
‘Food Square’ and ‘Heritage Square’, reflect both the historical devel‐
opment of the Town as well as the unique assets that contribute to its
iden ty.
The main elements of the landscape strategy are:

Urban Analysis
An urban analysis of Carrickmacross was undertaken as part of the back‐
ground research for this Plan that iden fied the key features of Car‐
rickmacross. These features form the basis of the interven ons that
have emerged.



A public space at the Court House, delineated by plan ng and
paving inscribed with lines from a Patrick Kavanagh poem.



The covering of Market Square to make it a mul func onal, year
round space. The canopy taking its inspira on and form from the
intricate detailing of Carrickmacross lace.



The ra onalisa on of parking to deliver a hard and so land‐
scaped sea ng area that can be used for outdoor ea ng on the
east side of the centre of Main Street



The redefining of the exis ng market at the southern end of
Main Street, through hard and so landscaping and the provi‐
sion of permanent market structures.



Connec ng the tradi onal Town Centre and the new retail area
to the south through defined pedestrian and cyclist routes and
landscaping.



Improved pedestrian environment at Bridewell Lane and en‐
hancement of connec ons with the Workhouse and Fever Hos‐
pital.



The provision of a set‐down/pick‐up short term coach parking
area at the northern end of the Town.

The following issues were observed in rela on to Carrickmacross Town
Centre:


The need for connec vity between the east and west of the Town
Centre through a be er connected Main Street.



The lack of availability of green spaces within the Town Centre and
the need for a mul ‐purpose community space.



Poor pedestrian circula on and permeability throughout the Town
Centre.



The need for consistency within the elements of the public realm
on Main Street and surrounding areas.



The level of car dominance and associated traﬃc levels.



Poor junc ons and lack of pedestrian crossings.



The need to create an environment suitable for residen al uses.

Addressing these issues as part of the individual interven ons were in
the first instance guided by the key themes of the Plan.

These projects, in conjunc on with overall enhancements in the pe‐
destrian environment, car park management and wider landscaping
proposals, will create an interconnected network of high quality urban
spaces in the Town Core and will form the basis of an integrated, high
quality public realm for the en re length of the Main Street. The facili‐

es and amenity areas provided will also improve the quality of life for
residents of Carrickmacross.
Retaining the Main Street as the heart of the Town and showcasing it to
its best advantage is a key aim of the Plan. The visual interpreta on of
the cultural heritage of Carrickmacross through the Patrick Kavanagh
paving and the Carrickmacross Lace canopy will ensure that the public
realm of the Main Street is dis nc ve and will form the basis for the de‐
velopment of a unique iden ty for the Town.

Traﬃc and Movement
In addi on to public realm improvements, the Plan addresses the issue
of parking in the Town, providing an Outline Parking Strategy (see Ap‐
pendix A). This Outline Strategy works in conjunc on with the interven‐
ons to ra onalise on‐street parking, u lise exis ng car parks and create
an accessible, pedestrian friendly Town Centre where residents and visi‐
tors alike want to spend me.

Extract from the Outline Parking Strategy for Carrickmacross
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Overview


The Integrated Plan

Placemaking / Greening /
Mobility Interven ons


Main Street



The Market / Food / Heritage
Quarters



Improvements to side streets
and laneways

Heritage Interven ons


The Courthouse / Heritage
Quarter



Connec ons to the Work‐
house and Fever Hospital

Environmental Interven ons


Crea on of a recrea onal
and amenity area to the
south of the Town



Exposure and re‐integra on
of the Proules River

The Integrated Plan
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8. The Interven ons
Main Street ‐ Three Dis nct Quarters
The Main Street of Carrickmacross is a dynamic area, ac ng
as the main core for commercial, retail and entertainment
ac vi es. Running in a north‐south direc on from the Court‐
house to St. Finbarr’s Church, it is c. 420 metres long and is
rela vely narrow at the northern end, widening as the gradi‐
ent increases to the south.
The width of Main Street and the exis ng provision of on‐
street parking presents the opportunity to re‐balance the re‐
la onship between vehicular traﬃc and pedestrian and cy‐
clist movements. The proposed improvements will deliver a
more usable, accessible and a rac ve public realm that en‐
courages people to visit and spend me in the Town Centre.
In conjunc on with the delivery of dis nct Quarters along
the Main Street, the proposals will also help establish a legi‐
ble and unique iden ty for the Town.
The Purpose of the Main Street Interven on
The purpose of the proposed interven on to Main Street is to address
the current imbalance between vehicular traﬃc, pedestrians and cyclists
as well as to define dis nct Quarters that relate to the Town’s unique
assets. This would make Main Street more people friendly and an
a rac ve place and would deliver an enhanced public realm. This inter‐
ven on provides a real opportunity to redefine how people experience
Main Street and how they interact with it and the dis nct spaces and
ac vi es it has to oﬀer. This interven on also has a fundamental role in
defining a unique iden ty for the Town by making its heritage and cul‐
tural assets an integral and legible part of the public realm of Main
Street.

Key Features of the Interven on


Readdress the dominance of vehicular traﬃc on Main Street.



Promote greater pedestrian ac vity in the Town Centre.



Incorporate the ‘identity’ of Carrickmacross as an integral part of
the public realm through the lace canopy, Patrick Kavanagh pav‐
ing and a permanent market structure.



Link key ac vity spaces in the Town through a high quality public
realm (‘Market Square’, ‘Food Square’, ‘Heritage Square’).



Introduce new outdoor spaces that promote vibrancy and vitali‐
ty in the tradi onal Town core.



Enhance the vibrancy and vitality of the Main Street.



Provide an enhanced public realm for the length of the Main
Street through hard and so landscaping.



Enhanced pedestrian crossing facili es.



Facilitate the crea on of a sense of place.

Main Street
The proposed interven on extends the length of the Main Street from
the Courthouse at its northern end to St. Finbarr’s Church at its south‐
ern end. It is made up of landscaping improvements, public realm in‐
terventions and parking rationalisation, with the creation of three dis‐
tinct Quarters at its core. Pedestrian crossings are facilitated at multi‐
ple locations to improve the pedestrian experience. Parallel parking
will be maintained to facilitate day‐to‐day commercial and social activ‐
ity.
Market Quarter
As the name suggests the Market Quarter retains the market function
at the southern end of Main Street, formalising this and defining the
space through the use of landscaping. A continuous paving pattern
not only defines this space but gives it a sense of scale and dynamism.
Parasols will add a sense of identity to the space and will provide shel‐
ter for the market stalls and create a pleasant year round trading envi‐
ronment. Permanent urban furniture will be located within the Quar‐
ter to create intimate spaces which can be utilised by eateries. Provi‐
sion is made for the potential expansion of the market into the back‐

land car park. The western side of the Market Quarter will be land‐
scaped, with a continuous tree strip planted to create a screening effect
for pedestrians from the road. Existing parking will be rationalised to
accommodate the public realm upgrades and permanent marketplace.

Food Quarter
The Food Quarter occupies the central part of the Main Street between
Chapel Lane and O’Neill Street. The area will again be defined through
the use of paving with a con nuous circular pa ern used to make the
space dynamic and add a sense of scale. The pa ern also creates in ‐
mately scaled circular spaces that can be u lised for terraces and out‐
door ea ng areas and as an asset to a ract such commercial ac vity to
this area. The footpath in this area will be reinvented as a sidewalk, pro‐
tected from on‐street ac vity by vegeta on incorpora ng green strips in
the form of plan ng that all help define the space. Parking will be ra on‐
alised to accommodate the public realm upgrades at this loca on.

C

Heritage Quarter
Starting at the northern end of Main Street the Heritage Quarter will be
landscaped, including planting to soften the public realm and paving to
define the Quarter. A continuous pattern of squares and rectangles cre‐
ates one large surface that links the different historical and heritage as‐
sets. A new public space will be created to the front of the Courthouse,
landscaped with trees to frame the space and hard landscaped with pav‐
ing that pays tribute to the poet Patrick Kavanagh. The existing Lace
Square will be transformed into a multi‐functional, year‐round space
through the erection of a canopy designed in sunlight to cast the intri‐
cate detail of Carrickmacross Lace into the Square.
The enhancement and improvement of side streets also forms part of
the Heritage Quarter. Specifically Bridewell Lane will be landscaped, in‐
cluding urban furniture and green strips to improve its visual appearance
and encourage pedestrian activity. Pedestrian accessibility in this part of
the Town will also be improved through the provision of a new pedestri‐
an access point via the car park at the Shirley Arms Hotel. These en‐
hancements to the pedestrian network will encourage increased pedes‐
trian movement from Main Street to areas to the west including the
Workhouse and Fever Hospital.

Reference of elements for Market Square

A coach drop‐off and pick up space will be provided on Monaghan
Street, adjacent to Lace Square and the Lace Museum. Longer term
parking spaces (2‐3) will be provided at the car park situated on the
Workhouse premises.

Main Street is c. 420m in length
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8. The Interven ons
The Market Quarter

The Purpose of the Market Quarter

The Market Quarter is located at the eastern side of the
southern end of Main Street across from St. Finbarr’s Church.
The space is currently u lised primarily for car parking with
vehicular access through the space to a backland car park.

The purpose of the Market Quarter is to represent the Town’s market
heritage and draw on it as a means of redefining and reinvigora ng
the southern end of the Main Street. The introduc on of a dedicated
market space will not only bring increased economic ac vity but shel‐
tered stalls and permanent urban furniture will make it a place people
want to spend me in.

Establishing this area as a permanent market space is not on‐
ly in keeping with the important historic role of Car‐
rickmacross as a Market Town but it will also help define an
iden ty for the Town and contribute to its future economic
development.

Key Features of the Interven on


Establish a new Market Quarter that facilitates trading



Readdresses the dominance of parking



Promotes greater pedestrian ac vity in the Town Centre



Promotes vibrancy and vitality at the southern end of Main
Street



Provision of an enhanced public realm



Increased connec vity with backland areas



Provision of pedestrian crossings



Incorpora on of a new iden ty for Carrickmacross



U lisa on of the backland area for car park and poten al future
expansion of the market

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles
The new Market Quarter relates back to the Guiding Principles of the
Plan in the following ways:


Delivers a physical and visual connec on to the heritage of Car‐
rickmacross as a Market Town



Provides for the crea on of a mul ‐func onal public space that
can be used year round for markets, fairs and events



Provides for a high quality urban designed environment



Forms part of a structured approach for the management of vehi‐
cles in the Town Centre



Landscaping provides for greening of the Town Centre



Facilitates tourism in the Town

Key Physical Changes


The provision of sheltered and serviced market spaces, that can
be u lised all year round



The crea on of a pedestrian friendly space through the use of
hard and so landscaping and the provision of permanent urban
furniture



U lisa on of hard and so landscaping to reduce the visual
dominance of vehicular traﬃc



Enhancement of the pedestrian environment including the use
of shared surfaces



Ra onalisa on of the exis ng car parking

Main Street, St. Finbarr’s Church of Ireland Church (Lawrence Collec‐
on, Na onal Library of Ireland)
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Visual Representa on of the Market Quarter
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C

Outcomes

Projects

The outcomes associated with the Market Quarter benefit the Town
both in terms of vitality and economic ac vity and are as follows:

The Market Quarter is one of three such Quarters which form part of
the overall Main Street Interven on. As each Quarter has its own
unique func on and iden ty they are addressed separately within the
overall Main Street Interven on. This also enables each Quarter to be
brought forward as an individual project which can be progressed in‐
dependently. In such an instance how each project integrates with
other aspects of the Interven on must be considered.



Crea on of a sense of place for Carrickmacross



Be er social opportuni es within the Town Centre



Levels of ac vity are increased and encouraged



High quality, durable, and well‐maintained materials



Increased visual interest



Provision of a quality public urban realm



Managed level of vehicular ac vity and parking



Adequate screening provided



Improved pedestrian connec vity on Main Street



Landscaping in the form of plan ng to the Main Street



Provision of a safe environment for all road users



Landscaping in the form of paving to define the Quarter



Removal of exis ng car parking within the space and ra onalisa‐
on of car parking to provide parallel parking along the street



Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm to de‐
fine the area and provide a market space consis ng of parasols,
services, permanent urban furniture, market stalls and picnic
benches

The Market Quarter is also mul faceted addressing the streetscape,
street surfaces, urban furniture, pedestrian crossings, hard and so
landscaping and connec ons with the backland areas. The progression
of the Market Quarter itself can be approached as a number of indi‐
vidual projects as follows:



Landscaping to provide pedestrian crossings on Main Street and
shared surfaces at the junc ons of Main Street with Farney
Street and O’Neill Street

Phasing
In order to ensure the delivery of a coherent and high quality public
realm not only in the Market Quarter but for the length of Main
Street, if projects are brought forward separately, how each project
integrates with other aspects of the Interven on must be considered.
The fist step in crea ng a definable character for the Market Quarter
is the hard landscaping of the en re space in a con nuous pavement
pa ern. As such, works would require the temporary removal of park‐
ing spaces and the permanent removal and ra onalisa on of on‐
street parking is a logical and interrelated project. The hard landscap‐
ing and removal of parking spaces in the market space would also
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have the immediate eﬀect of defining this area and making space for the
establishment of the permanent market space. Landscaping in the form
of plan ng to the western side of Main Street is a standalone improve‐
ment which could be quickly delivered.
The provision of the other elements of the Market Quarter including
parasols, services, permanent urban furniture, market stalls and picnic
benches could be progressed either in groups or individually. Of these
features, the parasols, services and market stall will have the most im‐
mediate impact in the crea on and defini on of a permanent market
space.
Cos ng Exemplar
The cos ng for the projects contained in the Main Street Interven on
will be dependant on the detailed designs brought forward in terms of
materials, fixtures, ground works etc. and will also be influenced by the
cost of labour rela ng to the se ng of the paving in each unique design.
Notwithstanding this, in order to assist with achieving a high level un‐
derstanding of such costs, the Thema c Design Manual, provided in Sec‐
on 9 includes examples of fixtures and finishes and provides a cost
range in this regard, as well as a range of high level costs for general
public realm works.
In addi on exemplars have been assessed to determine a high level cost
associated with similar street upgrade works. The proposed upgrade
works to O’Connell Street in Limerick were reviewed as an exemplar in
this regard as it is a live example with a budget based on current market
costs for such street improvement works. The works to O’Connell Street
which cover from the junc ons of Denmark Street and Barrington
Street, a distance of approximately 786 metres in length, have been
costed at approximately €9.1 million. For this investment Limerick City &
County Council has secured €4.1 million in European Regional Develop‐
ment Funding via the Designated Urban Centre Grants Scheme.
The Market Quarter Interven on covers a substan ally shorter distance
of c. 105m and based on the above cos ng for O’Connell Street could at
todays rates cost somewhere in the region of €1 ‐ 1.5million.

C

In rela on to a cost exemplar for the covered market area, the Milk Mar‐
ket has been referred to not only as a comparable and rela vely recent
example but as a highly success market place development. The redevel‐
opment of the Limerick Milk Market cost just under €2 million and was
delivered within 12 months. As with the Market Quarter Interven on a
key feature of the Milk Market and a substan al part of the cost was its
unique cover, in that case a cone‐like cover, measuring about a half acre,
which is supported by a 24m high central mast. While the progression of
the detailed design of the canopy structure will ul mately determine the
cost associated with same, the Milk Market demonstrates how invest‐
ment at a level can provide a notable upli to a tradi onal market area.

Market Quarter References
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8. The Interven ons
The Food Quarter

The Purpose of the Food Quarter



Enhancement of the pedestrian environment including the use of
shared surfaces and provision of pedestrian crossings

The Food Quarter addresses the central sec on of the Main
Street, located between Chapel Lane and O’Neill Street. The
Quarter is focused on the eastern side of Main Street being
the area where eateries and restaurants are concentrated.
The space is currently u lised for car parking with limited ve‐
hicular access through the space to the backland area.

The purpose of the Food Quarter is to represent the Town’s associa‐
on with quality produce and food produc on as a part of the iden ty
and a rac on of Carrickmacross. Enhancement of the public realm
that takes priority back from vehicular traﬃc and promotes pedestrian
movement and social spaces will not only improve the vitality of the
Main Street, but in turn will increase economic ac vity. The public
realm proposals in the Food Quarter will transform this part of Main
Street from an area people walk through to one where they will want
to visit and spend me in.



Ra onalisa on of the exis ng car parking

Defining this area as an extension to some of Carrickmacross’
renowned restaurants and eateries and integra ng this food
oﬀer as an integral part of the public realm of the Town is
central to the promo on of Carrickmacross as a ‘Foodie’
Town and des na on.

Key Features of the Interven on

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles
The new Food Quarter relates back to the Guiding Principles of the Plan
in the following ways:


Delivers a strong pedestrian connec on between the north and
south ends of the Town Centre



Contributes to the establishment of the iden ty of Carrickmacross
as a ‘Foodie’ Town



Provides for the crea on of terrace areas that can be used by eat‐
eries in the promo on of their food oﬀer as well as spaces for visi‐
tors to spend me in and enjoy the Town



Establish a new Food Quarter that facilitates outdoor ea ng and
provides spaces where people can spend me in



Readdresses the dominance of parking



Provides for a high quality urban designed environment



Promotes greater pedestrian ac vity in the Town Centre





Promotes vibrancy and vitality on Main Street

Forms part of a structured approach for the management of vehi‐
cles in the Town Centre



Provision of an enhanced public realm



Extensive landscaping provides for greening of the Town Centre



Provision of pedestrian crossings



Facilitates tourism in the Town



Acknowledges the important of and provides an enhanced pub‐
lic realm to facilitate the renowned food oﬀer of Carrickmacross



Incorporates food oﬀer as a key part of the iden ty of Car‐
rickmacross

Key Physical Changes


The provision of screened, in mate terraces for use by restau‐
rants and other eateries as outdoor spaces.



The crea on of a pedestrian friendly space through the use of
hard and so landscaping and the provision of street furniture



U lisa on of hard and so landscaping to reduce the visual
dominance of vehicular traﬃc and screen the new terraces cre‐
ated

Main Street looking north towards the Courthouse (Lawrence Collec‐
on, Na onal Library of Ireland)
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Outcomes

Projects

The outcomes associated with the Food Quarter benefit the Town both
in terms of vitality and economic ac vity and are as follows:

Like the other Quarters, as the Food Quarter has its own unique func‐
on and iden ty it is addressed separately within the overall Main
Street Interven on. This also enables each Quarter to be brought for‐
ward as an individual project which can be progressed independently.
In such an instance, how each project integrates with other aspects of
the Interven on must be considered.



Provision of a space that facilitates exis ng food businesses and
will encourage the enhancement of the Town’s food oﬀer



Crea on of a sense of place for Carrickmacross



Levels of ac vity are increased and visitors are encouraged to
spend me in the Town Centre



High quality, durable, and well‐maintained materials



Be er social opportuni es within the Town Centre



Managed level of vehicular ac vity and parking



Increased visual interest



Provision of a quality public urban realm



Adequate screening provided



Improved pedestrian connec vity for the length of Main Street
and with surrounding streets



Provision of a safe environment for all road users

The Food Quarter is also mul faceted addressing the streetscape,
street surfaces, urban furniture, pedestrian crossings and hard and
so landscaping. The progression of the Food Quarter could be pro‐
gressed as one large project or may be approached as a number of
individual projects as follows:


Landscaping in the form of paving to define the Quarter



Landscaping in the form of plan ng to the Main Street and with‐
in the new space



Removal of exis ng car parking within the space and ra onalisa‐
on of car parking to provide parallel parking along the street



Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm to de‐
fine the area and provide in mate terraces shielded from traﬃc



Landscaping to provide pedestrian crossings on Main Street and
shared surfaces at the junc ons of Main Street with Chapel Lane
/ Parnell Street and O’Neill Street
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interim. Landscaping in the form of plan ng to the western side of Main
Street is a standalone improvement which could be quickly delivered.
The provision of the screened terrace areas that provide more formal
outdoor ea ng spaces and in mate spaces to spend me could be pro‐
gressed as one project or individually as stand alone projects. If pro‐
gressed individually, of the four proposed, either of the central two ter‐
races should be progressed first as they are removed from traﬃc onto
side streets and will be most accessible to premises the length of this
sec on of the Main Street.

Phasing
In order to ensure the delivery of a coherent and high quality public
realm for the length of Main Street, including the Food Quarter, where
projects are brought forward separately, how each project integrates
with other aspects of the overall Interven on must be considered.
The fist step in crea ng a definable character for the Food Quarter is
the con nuous circular pa ern hard landscaping of the en re space
which also creates the circular terrace spaces. As such ,works would
require the temporary removal of parking spaces and the permanent
removal and ra onalisa on of on‐street parking is a logical interrelat‐
ed project. The hard landscaping and removal of parking spaces in the
Food Quarter would also have the immediate eﬀect of defining this
area and would make space for temporary outdoor ea ng areas in the
Reference Image for the Food Quarter

C

Cos ng Exemplar
The cos ng for the projects contained in the Food Quarter Interven on
will be dependant on the detailed designs brought forward in terms of
materials, fixtures, ground works etc. and will also be influenced by the
cost of labour rela ng to the se ng of the paving. Notwithstanding this,
in order to assist with achieving a high level understanding of such costs,
the Thema c Design Manual, provided in Sec on 9 includes examples of
fixtures and finishes and provides a cost range in this regard as well as a
range of high level costs for general public realm works.
In addi on, exemplars have been assessed to determine a high level cost
associated with street upgrade works, the aim of which is to deliver an
enhanced physical environment, improved the public realm, regenerate
the urban fabric and promote walking and cycling. The proposed up‐
grade works to O’Connell Street in Limerick were reviewed as an exem‐
plar in this regard as it is a live example with a budget based on current
market costs for such street improvement works.
The works to O’Connell Street which cover from the junc ons of Den‐
mark Street and Barrington Street, a distance of approximately 786 me‐
tres in length, have been costed at approximately €9.1 million. For this
investment Limerick City & County Council has secured €4.1 million in
European Regional Development Funding via the Designated Urban Cen‐
tre Grants Scheme.
The Food Quarter Interven on covers a distance of c. 150m and based
on the above cos ng for O’Connell Street could at todays rates cost
somewhere in the region of €1 .5‐ 1.75million.

Carrickmacross ‐ A Foodie Town
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8. The Interven ons
The Heritage Quarter
The Heritage Quarter represents the collec on of impressive
and prominent heritage buildings located at the northern
end of Main Street. The Courthouse is a landmark in Car‐
rickmacross and is a key vista from the Main Street, framed
by a public space. The Shirley Arms Hotel also terminates an
important vista of the Town, being one of the first buildings
visitors to the Town see when approaching from Monaghan
Street. Its situa on on the same public space as the Court‐
house forms a natural heritage square at the northern end of
Main Street. This collec on of heritage buildings is complet‐
ed by Market Square and the former market house, that now
houses the Carrickmacross Lace Museum on the eastern side
of Main Street and the former toll house building on the
western side. These buildings and their architectural interest
are protected under the current Development Plan and are
included on the Na onal Inventory of Architectural Heritage
by virtue of their regional importance.

The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the interven on proposals in the Heritage Quarter are
to create a high quality, pedestrian friendly public realm that showcas‐
es exis ng heritage buildings and incorporates the cultural heritage of
Carrickmacross. The Heritage Quarter provides a real opportunity to
redefine the northern end of the Main Street and enhance its current
a rac on to tourists and is a central loca on from which other histor‐
ic buildings, such as the Bridewell, the Workhouse and the Fever Hos‐
pital, can be accessed. Both Carrickmacross’ heritage and cultural as‐
sets, as contained and showcased in the Heritage Quarter, also have a
fundamental role in defining a unique iden ty for the Town.



Enhancement of the pedestrian environment including the use of
shared surfaces and the provision of pedestrian crossings



Incorpora on of a poten al pedestrian link beside the Shirley Arms
Hotel



U lisa on of hard and so landscaping to reduce the visual domi‐
nance of vehicular traﬃc and frame the view of the Courthouse



Ra onalisa on of the exis ng on‐street car parking



Provision of a coach parking facility on Monaghan Street



Removal of all unnecessary signs and visual clu er

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles
Key Features of the Interven on


Exposure of heritage assets through public realm improvements



Crea on of a dis nct quarter within the Town



Remove car dominance



Facilitate pedestrian movement



Introduce the opportunity for year round ac vity at Lace Square



Facilitate the crea on of a sense of place



Incorporate coach parking facili es



Introduce ac vity opportunity to the space at the Courthouse



Incorporate a water feature



Promote vibrancy at the northern end of Main Street



Provide addi onal pedestrian links

The Heritage Square reflects the ideals set out in the Guiding Principles
as follows:


Showcases some of the key heritage assets of Carrickmacross



Provides for the crea on of a mul ‐func onal public space centred
on the Courthouse and a year round space at Lace Square



Provides for stronger pedestrian linkages with other heritage as‐
sets



Delivers a physical and visual connec on to the Town’s cultural
heritage (the lace canopy and Kavanagh square) that is key to the
crea on of a unique iden ty for Carrickmacross

Key Physical Changes


Crea on of a pedestrian friendly environment through the use
of hard and so landscaping



Ra onalisa on of car parking at the Courthouse to enable the
provision of ‘Kavanagh’ square



The provision of a lace canopy at Lace Square to provide a year
round space

Poten al Coach Parking Loca on on Monaghan Street
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Market Square

Main Street looking north (Source: Oram.H & MacKen‐
na.M, ‘Old County Monaghan’)
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Extensive landscape provides for greening of the Town Centre



Provides for a high quality urban designed environment



Facilitates tourism in the Town

Outcomes

Projects
The Heritage Quarter is one of three such Quarters which form part of
the overall Main Street Interven on. As each Quarter has its own
unique func on and iden ty they are addressed separately within the
overall Main Street Interven on. This also enables each Quarter to be
brought forward as an individual project which can be progressed in‐
dependently. In such an instance how each project integrates with
other aspects of the Interven on must be considered.



Considered se ng within which heritage buildings can be show‐
cased



Crea on of a sense of place unique to Carrickmacross



Increased visual interest



Improved vibrancy and tourism ac vity at the northern end of
Main Street

The Heritage Quarter is also mul faceted addressing the streetscape,
street surfaces, urban furniture, pedestrian crossings, hard and so
landscaping and wider connec ons with other heritage assets. The
progression of the Heritage Quarter itself can be approached as a
number of individual projects as follows:



Be er social opportuni es





High quality, durable, and well‐maintained materials

Landscaping in the form of plan ng to the Main Street and
Monaghan Street



New and improved pedestrian routes



Landscaping in the form of paving to define the Quarter



Improvement in the physical connect of the Heritage Quarter to
other heritage assets (the Workhouse, the Fever Hospital and the
Bridewell)



Ra onalisa on of car parking at the Courthouse to provide a
public square



Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm, includ‐
ing the lace inspired canopy and the Patrick Kavanagh inscribed
paving, to define the area and showcase the cultural and herit‐
age assets of Carrickmacross



Landscaping to provide pedestrian crossings on Main Street and
Monaghan Street and a shared surface on Monaghan Street

Phasing
As with all Quarters, if projects are brought forward separately, how
each project integrates with other aspects of the overall Main Street
Interven on must be considered.
Landscaping in the form of plan ng to Monaghan Street is a
standalone improvement which could be quickly delivered. As an inte‐
gral part of Monaghan Street such landscaping must provide for the
future coach parking facility, which ideally would be progressed in
conjunc on with the landscaping proposals to Monaghan Street.
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Equally the removal and ra onalisa on of parking at the Courthouse and
the landscaping of the space including paving inscribed with a Patrick
Kavanagh Poem and tree plan ng, is a stand alone project which could
be progressed in the short term. Given the situa on of the space at the
northern vista of Main Street this project would have a notable posi ve
impact on the public realm of the en re Main Street.
The main project in crea ng a definable character for the Heritage Quar‐
ter is the hard landscaping of the en re space in a con nuous pavement
pa ern. This landscaping also includes plan ng on Main Street which
can be progressed separately or in conjunc on with the paving project.
The provision of a pedestrian access through the Shirley Arms Hotel
lands and the landscaping of same is envisaged as a longer term project.
Cos ng Exemplar
As with the Market and Food Quarters the cos ng for the projects in the
Heritage Quarter will be dependant on the detailed designs brought for‐
ward in terms of materials, fixtures, ground works etc. and will also be
influenced by the cost of labour rela ng to the se ng of the paving in
each unique design. The Thema c Design Manual, provided in Sec on 9
includes examples of fixtures and finishes and provides a cost range in
this regard, as well as a range of high level costs for general public realm
works.
In rela on to the upgrade works to the Main Street as part of this Inter‐
ven on, again u lising the proposed upgrade works to O’Connell Street
in Limerick as an exemplar, the Heritage Quarter Interven on which co‐
vers c. 175m could at todays rates cost somewhere in the region of €2
million.
In rela on to the upgrade works to provide a public square at the Court‐
house, Market Square in Dundalk was reviewed as an exemplar as it is a
rela vely recent example of upgrade works to an urban square in a his‐
toric se ng. While the receiving physical environment and detailed de‐
sign are unique to that project, it does contain a similar range of works
to those required to deliver the Market Square Interven on including
paving, a water feature, traﬃc and pedestrian management, road surfac‐
ing for new road layout, street furniture and so landscaping.

C

The overall cost of the upgrade works to the Market Square in Dundalk,
which was a larger area than the subject public space, was in the region
of €3 million, of which Dundalk Town Council had won c. €1.9m in fund‐
ing from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
In rela on to a cost exemplar for the canopy to cover Market Square, as
this is a bespoke structure with the Carrickmacross Lace design integrat‐
ed into it, in order to provide a cost for same the progression of the pro‐
ject will require detailed design and technical specifica ons. In terms of
a cos ng exemplar a metal and glass canopy was designed and built to
cover the Apple Market area in Waterford. The structure, which is situ‐
ated between Waterford’s Viking and Norman Walls, covers an area of
1,400sq.m. and consists of a triangular steel and glazed canopy held up
by nine steel columns. While this structure is specific in design and scale
to its se ng, and included specially developed reflec ve material, it is a
good price exemplar of a similar type of project and cost c. €1.2 million.

Heritage Quarter References
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8. The Interven ons
Bridewell Lane

Bridewell Lane

Bridewell Lane is located to the west side of the northern
end of Main Street and is bookended by the Bridewell build‐
ing at its western end. Bridewell Lane connects into the Her‐
itage Quarter to the east and is considered an integral part of
the overall heritage oﬀer of Carrickmacross.

The opportunity exists on Bridewell Lane to reinvent the space as a safe,
pedestrian friendly area which is a rac ve to pass through and where
people will want to spend me. The plan to add vitality to the space is
informed by the historical importance of the Bridewell building and the
role of the Lane in connec ng the Heritage Quarter with other heritage
assets to the west. The enhancement of the exis ng public realm
through both hard and so landscaping is fundamental in this regard.

Bridewell Lane is a one‐way street onto Main Street with lim‐
ited ac ve frontage and on‐street parking on both sides. The
Bridewell building, while impressive, is currently vacant and
in need of conserva on. It is a Protected Structure and also
features as being of Regional Importance on the Na onal In‐
ventory of Architectural Heritage.
There is now the opportunity to promote the conserva on of
the building and its reuse as part of the overall redevelop‐
ment of Bridewell Lane. The Plan seeks to enhance this area,
making it an a rac ve and usable space through the intro‐
duc on of a shared surface for pedestrians, cars and bicycles
and through plan ng to so en the public realm. The space
will also help link the Main Street, and specifically the Herit‐
age Quarter, to other heritage assets to the west, through a
high quality, safe pedestrian environment.

The Bridewell
The Bridewell, a protected structure, is a six-bay two-storey building
built in 1831 and as the name suggests was originally used as a prison /
jail. The building stands at and bookends the western end of Bridewell
Lane, with its eastern eleva on fron ng directly onto the street. It is currently unoccupied and in a state of disrepair, however, the key features
which contribute to the character of the building remain intact.

Loca on of Bridewell Lane in the Context of the Main Street

Key Features of the Interven on


Readdress the dominance of vehicular traﬃc on the Lane



Provide an enhanced public realm through hard and so landscaping



Introduce new outdoor spaces that promote vibrancy and vitality on the Lane



Increased connec vity through the Laneway to other heritage
assets



Facilitate the crea on of a sense of place



Enhanced pedestrian access through landscaping, including
shared surfaces



Visually improve the vista towards the Bridewell building

The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the proposed Interven on is to address the current car
dominance and lack of ac vity and improve the pedestrian environment
through the delivery of an enhanced public realm. This interven on provides a real opportunity to redefine Bridewell Lane as an invi ng space
for people to use and a place where they can come to spend me in.
This Interven on also has an important role to play in showcasing the
heritage assets of Carrickmacross and is an important route connec ng
the Heritage Quarter and the Bridewell to other heritage assets to the
west, specifically the Workhouse and Fever Hospital.

Key Physical Changes
The key components of the Interven on include the following:


Crea on of a pedestrian friendly environment including the use of
shared surfaces



Integrated hard and so landscaping proposals including outdoor
sea ng

Exis ng View of Bridewell Lane looking west

C

Sketch Proposal of Public Realm Enhancements to Bridewell Lane
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Improvement of the se ng of the Bridewell building



Ra onalisa on of car parking

Heritage Quarter


Aesthe c improvement



Greater ac vity promoted

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles
Projects
The Bridewell Lane Interven on contribu ons to the guiding principles
as follows:


Enhances the se ng of an important heritage building



Turns Bridewell Lane into a strong pedestrian connected thoroughfare, that connects the Heritage Quarter with other significant heritage buildings to the west namely the Bridewell, the
Workhouse and the Fever Hospital

The Bridewell Lane Interven on is mul faceted addressing the
streetscape, street surfaces and hard and so landscaping. The progression of this Interven on can be approached as a number of individual projects as follows:


Works and hard landscaping to the public realm to provide a
shared surface for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles on the Lane



Landscaping, in the form of plan ng to define pedestrian only
areas



Works to provide sea ng along the northern side of the Lane
Ra onalisa on of car parking to provide parallel parking along
the southern side of the Lane



Promotes the conserva on and reuse of a key heritage asset, the
Bridewell



Provides for a high quality urban designed environment



Extensive landscape improves the aesthe c of the Lane and encourages pedestrians to traverse it





Provides for the crea on of public sea ng that encourages people
to spend me in the area

Phasing



Facilitates tourism in the Town



Contributes to the heritage iden ty of Carrickmacross

Outcomes
The outcomes of the Interven on are as follows:


Increased pedestrian movement



Increased visual interest



Be er social opportuni es



Crea on of a high quality public realm through the use of durable
and well-maintained materials



Improvement in the se ng of an important heritage building



Improved linkages to the Workhouse and Fever Hospital from the

Bridewell Lane is a rela vely short street and with the excep on of its
interface with the Main Street Interven on and the Heritage Square, is
a self contained interven on. This makes it even more important that
the overall space and how each project integrates with other aspects
of the Interven on is considered where projects are being brought
forward separately.
The fist step in crea ng an enhanced public realm on Bridewell Lane is
the hard landscaping of the en re space to provide a shared surface
for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. As such, works would require the
temporary removal of parking spaces and the resurfacing of the Lane
is also the appropriate me at which to ra onalise the on-street parking.
The landscaping of the Lane in terms of the provision of planters and
the plan ng of trees and shrubs is the next logical phase of development. These will not only visually enhance the Lane and frame the
Bridewell building but also act to delineate and provide designated
areas for pedestrian only movement.
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Ideally, both the hard and so landscaping proposals would take place
as a single project. However, where they are being progressed separately and the hard landscaping addressed first, provision would have to be
made in the interim to clearly designate pedestrian only areas along
both sides of the Lane.
The provision of the bench sea ng area running the length of the northern side of Bridewell Lane can be progressed as part of either of the
above phases or could be progressed as a separate project.
Cos ng Exemplar
The cos ng for the projects contained in the Bridewell Lane Interven on
will be dependant on the detailed designs brought forward in terms of
materials, fixtures, ground works etc. Notwithstanding this, in order to
assist with achieving a high level understanding of such costs, the Thema c Design Manual, provided in Sec on 9 includes examples of fixtures
and finishes and provides a cost range in this regard as well as a range of
high level costs for general public realm works.
In addi on, exemplars have been assessed to determine a high level cost
associated with street upgrade works, the aim of which is to deliver an
enhanced physical environment, improved the public realm and, regenerate the urban fabric. The proposed upgrade works to O’Connell Street
in Limerick were reviewed as an exemplar in this regard as it is a live example with a budget based on current market costs for such street improvement works.
The works to O’Connell Street which cover from the junc ons of Denmark Street and Barrington Street, a distance of approximately 786 metres in length, have been costed at approximately €9.1 million. For this
investment Limerick City & County Council has secured €4.1 million in
European Regional Development Funding via the Designated Urban Centre Grants Scheme.
The Bridewell Lane Interven on covers a substan ally shorter distance
of c. 100m and based on the above cos ng for O’Connell Street could at
todays rates cost somewhere in the region of €1 - €1.2 million.
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Sea ng Reference
Tree Plan ng Reference

Road Surface and Sea ng Reference

Plan ng Reference

Bridewell Lane Interven on
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8. The Interven ons
The Workhouse



Provision of enhanced pedestrian linkages with other heritage
assets in the Town Centre

The Workhouse is a key heritage building within Car‐
rickmacross due to its historic interest, specifically its con‐
nec on to and func on during the Irish Famine in the 19th
Century. Given its historic use, the building is removed from
the Town Centre, located to the west on the Shercock Road,
proximate to the Fever Hospital. Both the Workhouse and
the Fever Hospital and their architectural interest are pro‐
tected under the current Development Plan and are included
on the Na onal Inventory of Architectural Heritage by virtue
of their regional importance.



Encourage tourism ac vi es in the area

The enhancements to the Town Centre, while removed from
the Workhouse, can facilitate its integra on. Showcasing the
heritage assets at the northern end of Main Street, i.e. The
Heritage Quarter, will bring the history of the Town to the
fore, of which the Workhouse is an integral part. Enhancing
Bridewell Lane and the promo on of a new pedestrian ac‐
cess directly from the Heritage Quarter, both facilitate and
encourage linked trips between the Town's heritage assets.
The Purpose of the Interven on

The Workhouse
The Workhouse Complex is one of the most historically significant
group of buildings in Carrickmacross. Da ng from 1841, the complex
comprises The Workhouse, Workhouse Master's House, a ached orphanage and ancillary buildings. The Main Workhouse has been restored and is currently occupied by the Farney Community Development Group and is both an important community asset and tourist
a rac on. Carrickmacross Community Childcare also operates from
The Workhouse site. The ancillary buildings also have poten al to accommodate addi onal community and cultural or tourism related uses if restored.
As a key tourist a rac on for Carrickmacross, coach parking is provided for within the grounds of The Workhouse. While the coach parking
to be located in the Town Centre, on Monaghan Street, will provide
short stay, pick up and set down only parking, the spaces at The Workhouse are envisaged as longer stay parking. Given the extent of the
cur lage of The Workhouse at least two such spaces could be provided. Provision of coach parking at The Workhouse will also encourage
movement of tourists between it and the other heritage assets within
the Town, with the poten al for bus tours to drop oﬀ on Monaghan
Road and pick up at The Workhouse.

The purpose of the Workhouse Interven on is to ensure that the opportuni es presented by the Interven ons in the Town Centre in terms of
enhancing linkages to the Workhouse are fully capitalised on. As the
building itself is an important tourism a rac on for the Town such linkages are also important in terms of promo ng the heritage a rac on of
the Town and establishing the Heritage Quarter as part of this.

Key Physical Changes


Designa on of coach parking spaces within the grounds of The
Workhouse



Provision of wayfinding signage to direct visitors between The
Workhouse and the Town Centre



Crea on of a pedestrian friendly environment leading from the
Town Centre to The Workhouse



Provision of public sculpture, symbolic of The Workhouse’s history,
as a wayfinding tool to and from the Town Centre

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles


Encourages the con nued use and re-use of key heritage buildings



Facilitates tourism in the Town



Encourages integra on of and access to key heritage assets within
Carrickmacross



Contributes to a sense of iden ty for Carrickmacross



Creates a dis nct public realm grounded in the history of Carrickmacross

Outcomes


Increased visual interest



Enhances pedestrian access



Increase in vitality and vibrancy on the route between The Workhouse and the Town Centre



Visual representa on of the history of Carrickmacross through
public sculpture

Key Features of the Interven on


Encourage the use of heritage buildings



Incorporate public sculpture



Incorporate coach parking facili es

Projects

Poten al Coach Parking at the Workhouse

As The Workhouse has been restored and is in ac ve use, The Workhouse Interven on primarily relates to accessibility to The Workhouse,
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its integra on with the Town Centre and the recogni on of this key heritage asset in the overall tourist a rac on of Carrickmacross. The Workhouse Interven on focuses on accessibility, including wayfinding through
public sculpture and can be approached as a number of individual projects as follows:


Provision of wayfinding signage along the route between The
Workhouse and the Town Centre



The provision of public sculpture that represents The Workhouse’s
historic func on as a unique wayfinding tool



The provision of coach parking within the cur lage of The Workhouse

Phasing
Some of the improvements to pedestrian accessibility to and from The
Workhouse will be undertaken as part of the Bridewell Lane Intervenon. The provision of wayfinding signage along the route from the Town
Centre is a standalone project that can be delivered quickly. The provision of the public sculptures represen ng The Workhouse’s historic role
in Famine mes will supplement this wayfinding signage and can be delivered as a standalone project.
The provision of coach parking within the cur lage of The Workhouse
can be delivered as a stand alone project in the short term.
Cos ng Exemplar
A key feature of this Interven on is the integra on of and access to heritage assets within Carrickmacross, specifically connec ng The Workhouse with the heritage assets and the new Heritage Quarter in the
Town Centre. One of the ways to achieve this is through public sculpture
which visually represents the history of The Workhouse and acts as a
wayfinding tool between the Town Centre and Workhouse.

Enhanced and Proposed Pedestrian Connec ons between The Workhouse and the Town Centre

An example of such a sculpture is the Famine memorial located on Custom House Quay in Dublin's Docklands. These bronze figures were designed and cra ed by Dublin sculptor Rowan Gillespie and were commissioned by Norma Smurfit and presented to the City of Dublin in 1997.
Given the historic representa on provided by such figures, their commissioning and gi ing to the public realm by a generous donor is common.
Ancillary, underu lised building at the Workhouse Complex

Sketch of Wayfindng through Sculpture

Public Sculpture Reference
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8. The Interven ons
Communal Amenity Area
The Town Centre has expanded southwards in recent years
with the reloca on of the Civic Oﬃces and library and the
arrival of Lidl and Aldi. Poor pedestrian connec ons between
this newly developed Town Centre expansion area and the
tradi onal Town Centre has inhibited the integra on of
these two important areas of the Town. The most direct
route between the tradi onal Town Centre and the Town
Centre expansion lands is via the open space area to the rear
of St. Louis Convent.
Given the extent of the space between the Civic Oﬃces and
St. Louis Convent, the opportunity exists not only to provide
direct pedestrian and cyclist routes, but to deliver a mul ‐
func onal amenity area for the en re Town. Such a space is
lacking within the Town, which currently has no park and
limited play and outdoor community facili es. The develop‐
ment of formal pedestrian and cyclist routes through this ar‐
ea also presents the opportunity to connect with the adjoin‐
ing residen al areas to the east and to connect them with
and con nue them along the Proules River to the west of the
Town Centre.

The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of this Interven on is to integrate the tradi onal and new
Town Centres through the provision of direct, formal and safe pedestri‐
an and cycle routes between the two and with surrounding areas. The
routes have been set out along exis ng lanes and desire lines and with
the aim of connec ng into the Proules River to the west of Castle Street.
The Interven on will also repurpose the exis ng greenfield area to pro‐
vide an amenity space for the en re Town, including formal leisure walk‐
ing routes, a park and an amphitheatre for community events and gath‐
erings.

Key Features of the Interven on


Deliver direct, formal and safe pedestrian and cycle routes be‐
tween the tradi onal and new Town Centres and surrounding
areas



Provide a public open space, recrea onal areas and community
facility



Improve pedestrian and cyclist permeability into and within
these lands



Integrate with and expose the Proules River



Incorporate exis ng educa onal facili es

Key Physical Changes


Formal and direct pedestrian and cycle linkages



Provision of an amphitheatre



Provision of formal walking routes



Provision of a park



Improvements to the footpath on Castle Street



Provision of tree plan ng on Castle Street



Integra on of hard and so landscaping proposals

There is an opportunity to deliver more direct, formal and safe pedestri‐
an and cycle routes to and within these lands that will open them up and
encourage people to traverse them and access them for amenity pur‐
poses. The new community facili es will be designed op mally for both
environmental and amenity benefits. Spaces will be landscaped accord‐
ing to use and civil engineering concerns, such as SuDS, and should also
be considered integral with the design of these spaces.
The new amenity spaces, including a park, formal leisure walks and an
amphitheatre will make the space more a rac ve to and prac cal for
the community on a daily basis and will provide a valuable amenity for
those currently resident in the Town Centre. In addi on, such facili es
will contribute to the a rac on of the Town Centre for new residents.
This Interven on also presents the opportunity to deliver a direct route
from these lands to and along the Proules River crea ng a habitat corri‐
dor adjacent to the Town Centre.

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles
This Amenity Area Interven on has been developed having regard to the
Guiding Principles of the Plan, specifically the ‘People’s Town’ and ‘A
Permeable Place’. The Interven on will contribute to the Guiding Princi‐
ples in many ways, including:


Delivering a permeable and connected Town Centre



Providing a mul ‐func onal space for the community

The Area



The addi on of dis nc ve urban design features

The Interven on covers a large area of green space which is bounded
by residen al development to the east, the Civic Oﬃces and Castle
Street to the west, the Town Centre and St. Louis Convent to the north
and by the Oriel Road to the south. The lands are currently greenfield
for the most part with some dense tree coverage to the north and in‐
formal walking routes to the residen al areas to the east. Formal en‐
trances to the area are limited, with those from Castle Street and
Ardee Road lacking a sense of safety due to their enclosed nature.



Retaining adaptability in the use of space



The development of a dis nc ve iden ty for Carrickmacross



Adds ac vity and vibrancy to an under‐used area

C

Linkages to, from and within the Interven on Area and indica ve community amenity area including a park, formal walks and an amphitheatre
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Outcomes
The principal outcomes will be as follows:


Increased and formalised entrance points to and from the amenity
area



Enhanced linkages between the amenity lands and the surround‐
ing areas resul ng in improved connec vity between the tradi on‐
al and new Town Centre areas



Provision of facili es and amenity areas specifically for the com‐
munity will improve the quality of life of those living in the Town,
provide social opportuni es and make it an a rac ve place for
new residents.



Provision of connec ons with the Proules River and the con nua‐
on of pedestrian and cycle routes along the Proules River will ex‐
pose the River as an amenity and environmental asset for the
Town

T

‐P

ing access to and from and movement within the subject lands in the
first instance. This can be delivered either through minimal works to
upgrade exis ng pathways and access points or as a more substan al
project that delivers new formal access points and pathways from the
Town Centre and the residen al areas to the east.
The second group relates to the range of amenity facili es provided in
this area. While these can be progressed as one project, their nature
also provides for individual delivery. Some can be delivered in the very
short term, requiring limited works or investment, such as the park or
the formal leisure walking routes, while others will require both, such
as the amphitheatre.
As each amenity area has a stand alone use, their progression individ‐
ually will s ll deliver important enhancements to the overall recrea‐
onal provision and community infrastructure in Carrickmacross. The
addi on of each further amenity area will integrate seamlessly and
further improve the range and nature of community facili es.
Cos ng Exemplar
Open Space Reference

Projects
The Amenity Area Interven on can be divided into two separate project
groups as follows:
Group 1 ‐ Accessibility


Provision of direct, formal and safe pedestrian and cycle routes
between the amenity lands and the surrounding area, including
the tradi onal Town Centre, the new Town Centre, the residen al
areas to the east and to Castle Street and the Proules River

Group 2 ‐ Amenity


Provision of mul ple, dis nct, amenity areas and facili es to in‐
clude formal leisure walking routes, a park and an amphitheatre
for community events and gatherings. Each individual amenity ar‐
ea will have its own works and landscaping requirements based on
the end use

Phasing
These groups are considered individually as group one relates to a ain‐

The cos ng for the projects contained in the Community Amenity Area
Interven on will be dependant on the detailed designs brought for‐
ward in terms of materials, fixtures, ground works etc. and will also be
influenced by the physical features of the area, specifically issues re‐
la ng to levels and SuDS.
The site topography and characteris cs as well as the fact that the In‐
terven on relates to the provision of informal facili es such as path‐
ways in an exis ng open space makes even the provision of high level
cos ng for this project or the iden fica on of an exemplar diﬃcult. In
order to assist with achieving a high level understanding of such costs,
the Thema c Design Manual, provided in Sec on 9 includes examples
of fixtures and finishes.
Where a relevant cos ng exemplar is available is in rela on to the pro‐
vision of an amphitheatre, with the Ballykeeﬀe Amphitheatre being an
example of where the exis ng landscape character was u lised and
incorporated into the provision of the theatre. Now a highly successful
entertainment venue in the Kilkenny countryside, the theatre was
built in the late 1990s at a cost of c. €250,000 of which €200,000 was
grant aided by various bodies such as the Department of the Arts, Cul‐
ture & Heritage, B.N.S Leader and Kilkenny County Council.

Amphitheatre Reference
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Visual representa on of landscaping within the Amenity Area lands
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9. Thema c Design Manual
Main Street Material Pale e
The following images represent real and conceptual refer‐
ences for the types of materials which can be used to fulfil
the proposals set out in the interven ons rela ng to the pal‐
e es for ‘Market Quarter’, ‘Food Quarter’ and ‘Heritage
Quarter’ located along Main Street in Carrickmacross.
The selec on and use of suitable, serviceable, robust and ap‐
propriate materials is essen al to the delivery of high quality
public realm works. The need to apply compa ble materials
needs to be balanced with the geometry of the design to fa‐
cilitate variety within the pale e that is feasible to accom‐
modate diﬀerent contexts and applica ons. The importance
of high quality and robust materials and finishes is essen al
in those areas where concentrated pedestrian foo all,
shared surfaces and vehicular access is necessary, i.e.
throughout Main Street.
Market Quarter

Food Quarter

Heritage Quarter
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Public Realm Works
The works required to deliver public realm enhancements extend beyond the physical items
such as paving, sea ng, light standards etc. to ground works including, inter alia, drainage,
undergrounding of cables, etc. Such groundworks are determined by the specific site and
servicing context of an area and the cost associated with same can vary widely from project to
project.
Public realm works will generally include the following:

Reference Image for Market Quarter



Granite and Limestone surface paving, bollards and steps with balustrading and edge
protec on in brushed stainless steel;



Area ligh ng standards of a high quality design and finish as well as accent ligh ng below
steps, planters and seats and frosted glazed low energy strip light luminaires in some
paved areas;



Seats purpose built with terrazzo on concrete and/or recons tuted stone with hardwood
inlaid seats;



Lined and drained granite edged planters filled with growing medium on a draining bed;



All selected so landscaping block plan ng and semi‐mature na ve broadleaf trees;



Undergrounding of all services and u li es with draw‐through service conduits to
accessible covered chambers for future data/communica ons cable provision;



SUDS measures and rainwater drainage outlets and pipework as required;



Hydraulically operated stainless steel bollards to provide for controlled vehicular access
and deliveries to pedestrian areas;

Detailed surveys will be required both above and below ground for each area, as well as detailed
designs of all elements and spaces in order to ascertain the extent of works required to exis ng
services, u li es and infrastructure. Such works will be necessary to accommodate the finished
design and the detailed works and to provide for safe traﬃc management under DMURS.
An indica ve cost for such public realm works in 2019 is in the range of €280 – €620 per sq.m

Reference Image for Heritage Quarter

Reference Image for Food Quarter

C

Ground Materials
Ground materials should be selected from a natural stone, or
recons tuted stone material, that is an ‐slip and frost resistant and
robust in par cular where there is a shared surface between cars and
pedestrians. The images below represent a pale e of such materials and
based on this a budget price is proposed as follows;
While the detailed design for the projects will specify the exact material
to be u lised, budget prices for natural stone are as follows;


Granite slabs—c. €45 per sq.m



Granite se s—c. €40 per sq.m
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Ligh ng
Ligh ng should be discrete in design so as not to be obtrusive in the day‐
me. Accent ligh ng can be recessed low energy fi ngs which are easily
accessible for maintenance.
Given the mul tude of ligh ng types, design, manufacturers and suppli‐
ers there is a substan al varia on in price. The ligh ng designer will be
required to determine the number, loca on and required lux and lumen
output levels based on par cular selected lamp/luminaire types.
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Street Furniture
Street furniture should be simple, modern and contemporary and be
constructed from natural materials where possible. Serviceability and
durability should be key to material selec on and design. Also, a com‐
mon pale e and design should be applied generally with stone bollards
where fixed and stainless steel where access may be required later for
servicing and maintenance of areas.
The images as shown represent a pale e of street furniture types and
include a wide range of diﬀerent materials including natural stone, re‐
cons tuted stone, metal, mber and GRP. In order to prepare budget
cos ngs, a detailed design exercise would be required in order to ascer‐
tain individual sea ng unit costs.
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10. Implementa on
The implementa on of this Public Realm and Economic Strat‐
egy will occur progressively, but ideally will not exceed a 5‐10
year period in order to maximise the benefits of the inter‐
ven ons contained herein to Carrickmacross. Each step of
the process will require careful on‐going management and
engagement with stakeholders. The coordina on of the pro‐
posals across a range of stakeholders and funding partners
will be necessary to achieve the full implementa on of the
vision ar culated in this document.

The tables in this sec on set out the main elements of the proposed
interven ons. Works that could represent ‘quick wins’ are priori sed
for Short Term development.
Funding is primarily the responsibility of Monaghan County Council,
however, as stated in Sec on 6 Economic Strategy, four new funds
have been established by Government, to which Monaghan County
Council could apply, par cularly where partner organisa ons have
been iden fied.

No.

Market Quarter

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Requirements

Priority

1

Public Realm

Hard and so landscaping works to market quarter end to include plan ng
and paving and removal of exis ng parking area

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Urban Design, Funding

Short Term

2

Parking

Provision of new car parking spaces adjacent to Main Street

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Roads, Design, Funding

Short Term

3

Public Realm

Provision and installa on of materials relevant to the area, i.e. furniture,
stalls, benches, etc.

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

4

Public Realm

Landscaping works to provide pedestrian crossings and shared surfaces

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Roads, Traﬃc, Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

C

T

‐P

R

E

P

55

No.

Food Quarter

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Requirements Priority

1

Public Realm

Hard and so landscaping works to food quarter to include plan ng and
paving and removal of exis ng parking area

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Urban Design, Funding

Short Term

2

Parking

Provision of new car parking spaces adjacent to Main Street

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Roads, Design, Funding

Short Term

3

Public Realm

Provision and installa on of materials relevant to the area, i.e. shielded
terraces, urban furniture, etc.

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

4

Public Realm

Landscaping works to provide pedestrian crossings and shared surfaces

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Roads, Traﬃc, Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

No.

Heritage Quarter

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Requirements Priority

1

Public Realm

Hard and so landscaping works to heritage quarter end of Main Street and Monaghan County Council
Monaghan Street to include plan ng and paving
Local Businesses

Planning, Urban Design, Funding

2

Parking / Public Realm

Removal of exis ng parking spaces at Courthouse and works to provide
public square

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Roads, Heritage, Design, Funding Short Term

3

Public Realm

Hard and so landscaping works to Lace Gallery square including the
provision of a canopy and intricate paving

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Design, Funding

Medium Term

4

Public Realm

Landscaping works to provide pedestrian crossings and shared surfaces

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Roads, Traﬃc, Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

5

Transport

Introduc on of Coach Parking spaces on Monaghan Street

Monaghan County Council
Carrickmacross Chamber of Commerce
Local Businesses

Planning, Transport, Roads, Engineering

Short Term

Short Term
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No.

Bridewell Lane

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Requirements Priority

1

Public Realm

Works and hard landscaping to provide a shared surface on the Lane

Monaghan County Council
Local Businesses

Planning, Design, Funding

Short Term

2

Public Realm

So landscaping works to include a series of tree plan ng, defining the
pedestrianised area

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Design, Funding

Short Term

3

Public Realm

Provision of materials relevant to the nature and design of the Lane, e.g.
sea ng and other types of urban furniture

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

4

Parking

Redesign of car parking provision to south side of Lane

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Roads, Traﬃc, Design

Short to Medium Term

No.

The Workhouse

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Requirements Priority

1

Public Realm / Signage

Provision of wayfinding signage on route from Workhouse to Town Centre

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Roads, Design, Funding

Short Term

2

Public Realm / Art

Provision of public sculptures along route

Monaghan County Council
Carrickmacross Workhouse

Planning, Heritage, Design, Funding

Medium Term

3

Transport

Introduc on of Coach Parking spaces within grounds of the Workhouse

Monaghan County Council
Carrickmacross Workhouse
Chamber of Commerce

Planning, Transport, Roads, Engineering

Short Term
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No.

Communal Amenity Area

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Requirements Priority

1

Public Realm / Accessibility

Works to provide pedestrian and cycling access to the designated lands and
surrounding areas

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Environment, Parks, Design,
Funding

Short to Medium Term

2

Public Realm / Amenity

Landscaping works to the wider area to facilitate the introduc on of
communal ameni es

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Environment, Parks, Design,
Funding

Short to Medium Term

3

Public Realm Development

Development works to include an amphitheatre and provision of park
facili es

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Environment, Parks, Engineering, Medium Term
Architecture, Design, Funding
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Project Costs Guide
Below is a table which demonstrates a range of cos ngs for the proposed Interven ons described within this Plan. These cos ngs are based
on the outline materials costs within the Thema c Design Manual of this
Plan which have been calculated against an approximate site area to
give a lower, middle and upper range for overall costs. The approximate
areas for the below projects have been based on the drawings contained
within this Plan.

Project Name

Approximate Area
(subject to varia on)

Lower Range

Middle Range

Upper Range

Cost per sqm

Material and
Labour Cost

Adjusted + 35%
VAT, Fees, Etc.

Cost per sqm

Material and
Labour Cost

Adjusted + 35%
VAT, Fees, Etc.

Cost per sqm

Material and
Labour Cost

Adjusted + 35%
VAT, Fees, Etc.

Heritage Quarter

4,021 sqm

€280.00

€1,125,880

€1,519,938

€450.00

€1,809,450

€2,442,757

€620.00

€2,493,020

€3,365,577

Food Quarter

3,528 sqm

€280.00

€987,840

€1,333,584

€450.00

€1,587,600

€2,143,260

€620.00

€2,187,360

€2,952,936

Market Quarter

3,859 sqm

€280.00

€1,080,520

€1,458,702

€450.00

€1,736,550

€2,344,342

€620.00

€2,392,580

€3,229,983

Bridewell Lane

1,311 sqm

€280.00

€367,080

€495,558

€450.00

€589,950

€796,432

€620.00

€812,820

€1,097,307

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

c. €250,000

Amphitheatre (part of Communal Amenity Area)

N/A

58

C

Outline of Project Cos ngs
These cos ngs have been developed to give an understanding of the
overall scale of the proposed Interven ons and the cost implica ons
that may follow. To progress these projects further, detailed design
briefs must be drawn up including detailed Part 8 drawings and other
suppor ng material. A more specific cost range can then be compiled by
a designated professional based on the nature and scale of the proposed
project.
It is also important to note that the figures shown in the Cost Table are
based on figures which generally reflect current market rates.

Delivery
It may be favourable to deliver these projects on a phased basis as construc on works may cause disrup on in the day-to-day running of the
Town. Should these projects be delivered separately, there may be a
cost implica on ed to this in terms of preliminaries in rela on to the
se ng up and taking down of all construc on material to allow for the
normal func on of the Town to take place. In this case, the cost of a project may be looking towards the upper range of cost es mate provided
here.

Risk
A number of risks may also be associated to each project which would
aﬀect the overall cost. Some examples of these risks have been set out
below;


Underground Services/Structures



Above Ground Condi ons



Stakeholder Agreement



Timing



Phasing



Scale of Project

Before commencing any project, it is important to ascertain key informa on regarding the poten al risks set out here.
Appropriate surveys and studies should be carried out on a poten al
site area to determine the quality of the ground condi ons and, if required, to determine what underground services may be located on
site. In this case, it may be advisable to consult service providers to
make the appropriate allowance.
Engaging in a stakeholder consulta on process prior to the commencement of any development is vital to ensure that the end users
and facilitators of the project are suitably consulted to a ain a general
agreement to the scope of works at hand.
The ming in respect to the commencement of development should
be carefully thought out from a cost perspec ve to ensure that the
project meline is not halted at any stage due to unforeseen or overlooked circumstances regarding the use of the site area, e.g. Christmas
public holiday period.
The poten al need for the phasing of developments has been discussed in the ‘Delivery’ sec on of this chapter.
In terms of the scale of a project, the value for money factor will be
aﬀected. Essen ally, a larger project will be able to spread costs over
a larger area and may gain a lower cost per sqm as a result.
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Appendices

Appendix A ‐ Outline Parking Strategy
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Outline Parking Strategy
Introduc on
Background
Avison Young in associa on with Urban Agency, SYSTRA and Lo s; have
been appointed by Monaghan County Council to prepare a Public Realm
and Economic Plan for the Town of Carrickmacross in County Monaghan.
The central ambi on of the Plan is to maintain and enhance the vibrancy
of the Town Centre through the crea on of a liveable and socially cohesive Public Realm that is an a rac ve mee ng place for the community
and visitors alike.
A key component of the Plan is the management of both on-street and
oﬀ-street parking. Ac ve parking management is essen al as each parking event in the Town Centre contributes to the local economy. The delivery of an eﬀec ve parking management plan for Carrickmacross will:


Help improve the public realm within the Town Centre;



Support the economic growth of Carrickmacross; and



Improve accessibility for all transport modes.

The Purpose of the Note
This technical note provides an Outline Strategy for the eﬀec ve management of parking in Carrickmacross. The note sets out the current
parking issues which need to be addressed to enable the enhancement
of the Town Centre public realm and iden fies the objec ves and guiding principles which underpin the development of the Outline Parking
Strategy.
The components of the Parking Strategy are then established with respect to facilita ng the various user needs (e.g. shopping, working and
residen al parking), technologies available for the eﬃcient and eﬀec ve
management of parking, accommoda ng the needs of cycle and bus
parking, and poten al benefits (and dis-benefits) of the proposed Parking Strategy.
Finally, the note iden fies the requirements for the implementa on,
management and monitoring of the proposed Outline Parking Strategy.

It is important to note that this Outline Strategy is intended to guide
the development of a more detailed Parking Management Plan for
Carrickmacross. It is recommended that a more detailed survey of
parking use and needs is performed, as well as engaging with Town
Centre businesses and the wider community, prior to implementa on
of the recommended measures. The delivery of a comprehensive set
of baseline surveys will ensure that the developed Strategy meets the
stated objec ves of the Plan and will help to communicate to local
businesses and the wider community the tangible benefits that can be
achieved from its implementa on.

Exis ng Situa on
Parking Restric on Sign

On‐Street Parking

Illegal Parking in Bus Stop on
Main Street

Given the wide aspect of Main Street, parking has been arranged in a
mix of parallel on-street spaces and perpendicular spaces in segregated pockets between Chapel Lane and Farney Street.

Oﬀ‐Street Parking

There are approximately 130 on-street parking spaces on the Main
Street and addi onal on-street parking spaces available on the adjoining streets of Farney Street, O’Neill Street, Chapel Lane, Bridewell
Lane and Parnell Street.

There are mul ple public and private free short term and long term car
parks at the back of Main Street/Castle Street on both the east and west
side of the Street. Good pedestrian linkages are provided from the car
parks to the Main Street. Whilst these are well u lised, most oﬀ-street
parking areas have spare capacity throughout the day. Figure 1 shows
the loca on of the car parks.

There is a high demand for parking on the Main Street and adjoining
side streets, resul ng in some illegal parking, and in par cular, blocking of the bus stop. Parking is currently free on Main Street but with a
maximum dura on of 2 hours, however, this is diﬃcult to enforce and
vehicles have been observed parking longer than the permi ed 2
hours.
The provision of con nuous parking on both sides of the Main Street,
reduces the available space for public realm, inhibits pedestrians
crossing and impacts on the visual quality of the street.

There is an electric car park space and charger at the Court House Parking area.

Bus Parking
Bus parking is provided on Main Street, however, this is frequently
blocked by parked vehicles. Bus stops are also provided on the southern
junc on with the N2, however, no intermediate stops are provided in
outlying residen al areas.
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Cycle Parking
There is currently no dedicated cycle infrastructure (lanes or cycle parking) in the urban area of Carrickmacross and this is reflected in the local
cycle numbers. However, a leisure cycling/walking route exists along the
banks of Lisanisk Lake which is frequently used.
Monaghan County Council have developed a Walking and Cycling Strategy for Carrickmacross with the central aim to provide a network of safe
and convenient walking and cycling routes for the Town which will improve the quality of life for residents and visitors. The Strategy includes
a comprehensive network of new cycle lanes/tracks, improvements on
footpaths and junc ons, etc. as well as so er measures to promote
walking and cycling.

Outline Parking Strategy Objec ves
Figure 1. Exis ng Oﬀ‐street Parking Areas in
Carrickmacross

Overview
The Parking Strategy Objec ves outlined below comply with the overarching strategies and policies contained within Monaghan County Development Plan, best prac ce guidance on developing parking strategies, as well as an understanding of the local parking issues gained from
the public consulta on process and on-site assessments.
The objec ves and suppor ng principles have been used to guide the
development of the outline parking strategy and should be used to steer
the development of the detailed Parking Management Plan.
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Outline Parking Strategy
Parking Strategy Objec ves
Objec ve 1 ‐ Economic Vitality
A key aim of the strategy is to support and assist in the balanced growth
of Carrickmacross Town Centre. In order to achieve this goal, it is an objec ve of the Outline Parking Strategy to:




Manage parking to encourage short stay visits in the Town Centre
and to support the economic life/vitality of Carrickmacross.
Ensure a suﬃcient supply of publicly owned short stay spaces are
provided within acceptable walking distance of all Town Centre
developments.



Implement parking control measures which balance parking supply
and demand within the public areas.



Develop measures to sa sfy long-term parking requirements to
support the economic life of the Town Centre.



Ensure the proposed Outline Strategy is aﬀordable to implement
and due cognisance is taken of impact upon public funds, and that
the Outline Strategy is viable.

Objec ve 2 ‐ Eﬃciency
It is essen al that any Parking Strategy makes eﬃcient use of public resources. To this end, it is an objec ve of the Outline Parking Strategy to:


Op mise the use of the exis ng public parking stock within Carrickmacross.



Remove parking from places where traﬃc is restricted.



Maximise land use eﬃciency through implementa on of appropriate parking controls to appropriate land cost areas.



Encourage shared use of spaces for exis ng and new developments.



Ensure suﬃcient propor on of parking is available for public use.



Encourage modes of travel other than car.



Encourage use of new technologies to help eﬃciently reduce opera onal costs of the system and improve ease of payment for locals
and visitors.

Objec ve 3 – Accessibility

Objec ve 6 ‐ Social Inclusion

It is essen al that the Outline Parking Strategy provides an appropriate level of accessibility to the Town Centre for all road users and for
all trip purposes. In order to achieve this goal, it is an objec ve of the
Outline Parking Strategy to:

It is important that the Outline Parking Strategy provides equal opportuni es for both car users and non-car users and facilitates the needs of all
user groups. It is an objec ve of the Outline Parking Strategy to:



Retain a reasonable level of access by private car, whilst encouraging a growth in travel by alterna ve modes.



Enhance accessibility to the Town Centre by sustainable modes
of travel through suppor ng the delivery of the planned cycle
routes.



Allocate parking spaces with appropriate parking regula ons in
loca ons appropriate to the journey purpose.



Provide a suﬃcient provision of disabled parking spaces in appropriate loca ons.



Provide greater priority to vulnerable road users within the Town
Centre.



Allocate street and road spaces to other users of the road e.g. bus
lanes, taxi bays.

Outline Parking Strategy
The Outline Parking Strategy has been developed in line with the parking
objec ves and guiding principles set out and includes the following elements.

Objec ve 4 ‐ Environmental Quality
Parking can be used as an eﬀec ve tool to control traﬃc levels and is
therefore, a valuable tool for achieving the na onal goal of reducing
traﬃc emissions. Parking control can also be implemented to reduce
the noise and visual impacts of transport systems. It is an objec ve of
the Parking Strategy to:


Minimise visual and noise intrusions within residen al areas



Encourage modes of travel other than car to help reduce carbon
emissions

Objec ve 5 ‐ Safety and Security
Parking Strategies must pay due regard to the personal safety of users
of the parking facility and users of the area in general. To this end, it is
an objec ve of the Outline Parking Strategy to:




Improve quality and standard of both on-street and oﬀ-street
parking areas.
To ensure that all car parks and links to Town Centre des naons have appropriate ligh ng and can be accessed by all users.

Extension of Parking Controls Area and Pay Parking
As previously noted, a number of long stay visitors to the Town Centre
park on Main Street. To encourage a higher turnover of spaces in the
Town Centre and support the economic vitality of Carrickmacross, it is
recommended that a pay parking scheme be implemented.
Short Stay Parking
It is recommended that two zones be created within the pay parking area; the first zone would be a 2hr maximum zone within the centre of the
Town - designed to encourage commercial, shopping or leisure ac vity.
Ensuring that the most conveniently located parking spaces are reserved
for short stay users (who have a greater poten al spend) s mulates
commercial ac vity and increases the vitality of the Town Centre.
As illustrated in Figure 2, it is recommended that the short stay area includes the extent of Main Street and a por on of O’Neill Street where
commercial ac vity is present.

C

It is recommended that the tariﬀ structure for this parking be comparable with the cost in other towns within the region, however, to con nue
to encourage short stay/low spend trips (E.g. grocery or bank trips) it is
recommended that the first 20 minutes be free. The mechanism by
which this discre onary period can be eﬀec vely managed is detailed in
the Sec on ‘Smart Parking Management Technologies’.
Long Stay Parking
The second zone would be long stay (including all day) parking, facilita ng the needs of employees or visitors staying for a longer period.
As illustrated in Figure 2, it is recommended that the long stay parking
area encompass the streets adjoining Main Street, namely; Farney
Street, O’Neill Street, Chapel Lane, Monaghan Road, Parnell Street and
Bridewell Lane. It is also recommended that the oﬀ-street car parks
managed by the Local Authority become long stay. As part of the redesigna on of these parking areas as long stay, it is recommended that
the pedestrian routes from the parking areas be enhanced through the
provision of improved street ligh ng and wayfinding.
It is recommended that the long stay parking areas have a lower hourly
charge than the short stay parking areas as well as an all-day flat rate.

Smart Parking Management Technologies
The rise of smart technologies has transformed the ease in which parking is accessed for users and revenue generated for operators. A number
of Ci es and Towns across Ireland and the world have adopted mobile
phone applica ons which enables digital payments for both on-street
and oﬀ-street parking. The numerous benefits of digital payments are
listed below:


Lower capital and opera onal costs: The implementa on of a
cashless and paperless system, removes the need for costly pay
parking machines and an administra ve burden of collec ng money.



Reduced Street Clu er: If a fully paperless scheme is adopted,
there will be no need for unsightly pay parking machines which can
clu er the streetscape.

Figure 2. Poten al Short Stay and Long Stay
Parking Zones
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Outline Parking Strategy


Stress‐free parking for locals and visitors: Once registered, drivers
can ac vate their parking transac on with a simple tap on a mobile app, via a website or by calling an automated phone line. No
need to search for the nearest pay parking machine.



Pay as You Go: Motorists can select the amount of me they
would like to stay, extend their parking me remotely via the app
or receive a credit if leaving early.



Reminders: The app can remind visitors when their paid parking
me is about to expire, thereby avoiding the likelihood of receiving
a parking fine.



Review Parking History: The amount of money spent on parking in
a par cular loca on can be recorded and sent electronically, enabling parking receipts to be printed.

Protect Parking in Residen al Areas

Benefits to the Local Economy

In order to prevent the misuse of residen al areas by all-day employee related parking it may be necessary to introduce a Residen al Permit and Pay System within the extents of the scheme and in the residen al estates upon the periphery of the Town Centre. This will allow
residents of the area to park on-street without being subject to me
limits or an hourly fee. This system can be tailored to permit controlled levels of visitor parking.

Retail/Commercial

Provide for Cycle Parking



Secure Method of Payment: Is a safe and secure form of payment
as all data is encrypted.



Implement discre onary free parking period: In the case of Carrickmacross, it would enable a period of free parking to be given to
Town Centre visitors who are only staying for a short dura on,
whist s ll enabling the enforcement of the parking system. On selec ng the dura on of stay on the mobile app, the cost of parking
for the discre onary period can be removed from the charge.

As part of the implementa on of a pay parking scheme in Carrickmacross, it is recommended that a paperless system be adopted in
order to improve ease of parking for visitors and reduce capital and administra ve costs for the Local Authority.

In order to promote a modal shi in favour of cycling, it is recommended that cycle parking facili es be provided throughout Carrickmacross Town Centre to coincide with public transport provisions
and public facili es. The usage of these spaces should be monitored
and if necessary addi onal spaces should be provided.

Provide for Coach /Bus Parking
It is recommended that the exis ng bus stops on Main Street be retained, but with improved wai ng facili es and passenger informa on
provided at each loca on as part of the public realm enhancement
scheme.
It is also recommended that coach parking be provided to the north of
the Main Street adjacent to the Lace Gallery.
It is also recommended that a Park and Ride be provided near the
southern interchange on the N2 to facilitate motorists wishing to avail
of the Bus Éireann express service to Dublin. The exact loca on of the
Park and Ride would need to be determined in consulta on with
Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the Na onal Transport Authority.

Smart Parking Reference

One of the key objec ves of the Outline Parking Strategy is to support
the economic vitality of the Town Centre. In order to achieve this, it is
important to ensure that the requirements of short stay parkers, such as
shoppers, are met.
A common concern in the implementa on of a paid parking scheme is
its poten al impact on the Town Centre’s compe veness and the perceived loss in trade to other centres. The retail trip types that predominately prevail within a Town Centre environment diﬀer from the retail
trip type to a regional retail centre, and the key influencing factor for
shoppers and other short stay Town Centre parkers is the availability of
parking spaces in close proximity to their des na on or local service.
These types of users are less sensi ve to price than to the availability of
parking spaces, and improving the availability of spaces for such short
stay users outweighs the parking fee that would be paid.
The introduc on of pay parking will remove long-term parking from the
Town Centre core and increase the turnover in these areas. This will result in greater capacity for the Town Centre parking stock and allow for
greater number of parking events within these areas and far greater poten al spend within the local economy.
Employee
Conversely, employees and long stay parkers are price sensi ve but are
less sensi ve to walking distances between their car and place of work.
The price structure must be low enough to ensure appropriate use of
the long term car park, and the loca on of the car park must be within
appropriate walking distance of the Town Centre. The provision of dedicated long-stay parking areas is a benefit for employees within the
Town, providing them with a secure loca on to park their car for the
day.

C

Residents
The provision of greater controls and the designated area for the longterm parking within Carrickmacross will remove the majority of nonresiden al parking events from the estates around the Town Centre.
This should reduce traﬃc within these estates and improve the availability of parking for residents and visitors alike.
Private Car Park Operators
Following the implementa on of the paid parking element of the Outline
Parking Strategy, the current demand for long stay parking may be displaced to the privately owned oﬀ-street car parks. As has been the case
in many towns, it is most likely that the operators of these privately
owned car parks will need to review and amended their parking controls
to align with the overall parking controls of the Town Centre, in order to
prevent misuse of their parking stock.

Implementa on
There are three op ons for the management of the Outline Parking
Strategy scheme. One would be for Monaghan County Council to run
and operate the scheme, the second op on is for Monaghan County
Council to appoint a third party to implement the scheme, whilst the
third op on would be a combina on of the first two.
Monitoring of the Outline Parking Strategy will be a key element for the
successful implementa on of the scheme. It is recommended that an
ini al review of the opera on of the Outline Parking Strategy be undertaken 6 months a er its implementa on. The Outline Parking Strategy
should then be monitored on a regular basis every year to assess the fee
structure and the area of control.
The defined steps in ul mately adop ng and implemen ng the preferred Outline Parking Strategy op on are:


Adop on of new Parking Control Bye-Laws in accordance with the
requirements of Sec on 36 of the Road Traﬃc Act, 1994 – which
includes for Public Consulta on.



Tender for Provision of and Installa on of Parking Control Services.



Award Contract for Provision of and Installa on of Parking Control Services.



Install Infrastructure works, i.e. signing and lining.



Pay and Display machines installed / Smart Parking Management
System set up by Contractor.



Parking Control system put in opera on.
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