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1 Foreword
Castleblayney Town has a popula on of approximately 3,700 persons as
per the 2016 Census and is strategically located on the main na onal
primary route from Dublin to Derry (N2), with links to Dundalk via the
N53 na onal secondary route. The market town and industrial heritage
of Castleblayney is s ll visible today in its func on providing for the re‐
tail, service and educa onal needs of its wide hinterland and in the in‐
dustrial presence to the north and west of the Town.
The dis nc veness, character and a rac veness of Castleblayney is de‐
rived from a combina on of the man made environment and its natural
se ng. The Town retains its unique built character that combines build‐
ings associated with both a tradi onal market town and an estate town
including inter alia the Market House and Hope Castle. In addi on, its
natural se ng and specifically Lough Muckno, is both a significant and
unique asset to have located within a Town, providing a range of recrea‐
onal and spor ng facili es including walking routes, biking trails, fish‐
ing, water ac vi es and children’s play facili es as well as community
resources such as the Íontas Arts and Community Resource Centre.
Overall, as a place to live and to visit, Castleblayney has many posi ve
a ributes including:


Great quality of life



Access to high quality public amenity and recrea onal space



A rich history, as reflected in its architecture



A unique cultural connec on with the Country Music Industry



A loca on in a County known for its natural produce



An Age Friendly Town



Opportunity to live within the Town Centre

Key to the con nued success of the Town will be strengthening these
assets and the features that define its local iden ty. This can be
achieved by re‐establishing its heritage and natural assets e.g. the Mar‐
ket House, Hope Castle and Lough Muckno, and reconnec ng them to
the Town through considered improvements in the public realm. In ad‐
di on, the incorpora on of new cultural assets, specifically the Country
Music connec on, provides a further opportunity to deliver a unique
iden ty and a rac on for the Town.

The Purpose of the Plan
The Castleblayney Town Public Realm and Economic Plan seeks at its
core to iden fy and detail a number of interven on opportuni es
and associated projects that are fundamental to the future develop‐
ment, management and promo on of the Town.
The purpose of the Public Realm and Economic Plan is to:
Build on and promote Castleblayney’s exis ng economic, archi‐
tectural, and cultural assets to enhance the a rac veness of
the Town as a place to live, work and visit. In doing so, the Plan
will also act as catalyst to a ract addi onal investment. To this
end, the Plan seeks to establish the most eﬀec ve presenta on,
management and development of Castleblayney’s public realm
and to promote its economic assets and opportuni es through
the iden fica on of a number of interven on opportuni es and
associated projects.
The Plan will seek to enhance and improve the way Castleblayney
func ons on a day‐to‐day basis, with resul ng long‐term economic,
socio‐economic and cultural benefits for residents, businesses and
visitors.

Central to this is the formula on of a Shared Vision that focuses on the
physical assets of the Town including spaces and buildings, in a way that
acknowledges and enhances the Town’s unique heritage and cultural
assets and that bases the Town’s future development around these, with
a focus on showcasing the unique character of the Town.

C

It is proposed to achieve these enhancements and improvements
through a range of interven ons including:


The ‘greening’ of the Town Centre to improve its environment and
promote the posi ve health and well‐being of residents and visi‐
tors.



The reinven on of the Town Centre as a place for people, where
residents, visitors and shoppers enjoy spending me and appreci‐
ate the Town’s buildings, spaces and unique a ributes.



The delivery of enhanced linkages, including pedestrian and visual,
between the Town and the amenity asset of Lough Muckno.



The designa on of key urban spaces for enhancement and specific
urban design proposals.



The delivery of enhanced pedestrian linkages between the Main
Street and the backland areas to encourage integra on and the
delivery of a compact Town.



Realisa on of the poten al of heritage and cultural assets that will
not only showcase the Town’s unique history and iden ty for its
residents and visitors, but will also set the founda on from which
to grow its tourism oﬀer.

The Plan will deliver:


An economic review of the Town, iden fying deficits and poten al
opportuni es for its economic development.



An audit of the study area including its physical urban form, herit‐
age and infrastructure.



A determina on of the features the local community value in their
Town.



A Vision for where the Town should be in ten years ‐ a Shared Vi‐
sion.

Embracing Culture to Define
Iden ty
While the public realm of a place can greatly im‐
prove the experience of both residents and visitors,
it is the cultural / heritage / environmental assets of
a place that a ract people there in the first in‐
stance. Building an iden ty for a place means estab‐
lishing an associa on between the place and its key
assets. As the iden ty of a place is based on the
specific characteris cs of that place, the iden ty is
unique.
Castleblayney as a Town has many assets which not
only make it an a rac ve and invi ng place to live
and visit but which will also define its character. The
Town’s loca on adjacent to the amenity resource of
Lough Muckno is one such asset. Another is the
Town’s strong and renowned history of, and associ‐
a on with, Country Music. Both of these assets are
unique to Castleblayney and provide the basis for
the crea on of an iden ty for the Town.
The importance of Lough Muckno and Country Mu‐
sic to Castleblayney is acknowledged and embraced
by this Plan which incorporates these as key fea‐
tures to create an iden fiable and unique public
realm for the Town. Specifically giving physical form
to Castleblayney’s Country Music connec on
through the ‘country singers crosswalks’ along the
length of Main Street, not only embraces this cul‐
tural heritage as part of the Town’s iden ty but u ‐
lises it as a unique visitor a ractor for the Town.
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2 The Shared Vision
The Shared Vision for Castleblayney Town has been formed
through public consulta on workshops and mee ngs with
the Local Authority. The finalised Shared Vision, provided
below, has therefore been accredited to the valuable input
of the public, community organisa ons and agencies and the
Council.
Castleblayney Town Centre will become a place for its resi‐
dents, workers and visitors where the unique heritage and
cultural assets of the Town are protected and showcased, en‐
hancing pride of place, encouraging tourism and suppor ng
local businesses. A place where improvements in the public
realm and enhanced connec ons not only encourage people
to live in and spend me in the Town Centre, but aid in its in‐
tegra on with, and benefit from, the adjacent amenity area
of Lough Muckno and the establishment of the Town as a
major visitor a rac on in the Region.

Shared Vision
In order to deliver on this Shared Vision for Castleblayney, a number of
key ac ons will be required to support the following outcomes;


The Greening of Castleblayney Town Centre



Showcasing of Castleblayney’s Historic and Cultural Heritage



Enhanced Integra on with and Connec on to Lough Muckno



Accommoda ng Living in the Town Centre



Delivery of a Connected Town Centre

Outcomes
The Greening of Castleblayney Town Centre
Ambi ons

and making them legible to all. This approach will not only benefit the
Town in terms of visual amenity but will further strengthen Castle‐
blayney’s connec on to the Country Music Scene, providing an a rac‐
on for visitors that is unique to the Town.
Implemen ng the Plan will result in the following benefits:

Make the Town Centre a more a rac ve place in which to live,
work and visit, including visual enhancements.



Visual enhancement of the Town Centre, rooted in its historical
and cultural heritage.

Increased social spaces and facili es to a ract people and
encourage them to spend me in the Town Centre.



Providing the Town with a unique public realm that not only con‐
tributes to its a rac veness but that makes the Town an a rac on
in its own right.



Increased social spaces and facili es along Main Street.

Readdress the balance between the delivery of an invi ng and
safe pedestrian environment with traﬃc movement and parking
demand in the Town Centre.
Castleblayney Town Centre is focused on Main Street which runs in an
east‐west direc on. As the loca on where people come to work, shop
and visit on a daily basis, economic and social ac vity is concentrated
on Main Street, with the western end of the Street currently accom‐
moda ng the majority of retail ac vity. As the Main Street is also the
primary thoroughfare through the Town it currently experiences high
volumes of vehicular traﬃc and demand for parking. This has impacted
how people perceive the Main Street, its usability for entertainment
and recrea onal purposes and its a rac veness as a place to live,
work, visit and spend me.
The Plan proposes a number of improvements and enhancements to
Main Street that together will deliver a pedestrian‐friendly spine
through the centre of Castleblayney that connects with Lough Muck‐
no. This enhanced public realm will contain green infrastructure with
new plan ng on both sides of the Street. Car parking will be ra onal‐
ised along the eastern end of the street to allow for the provision of
new public spaces on the southern side of the street. Side streets that
have the poten al to act as links to the backland areas will be integrat‐
ed into the Main Street and form part of this enhanced pedestrian en‐
vironment through the use of shared surfaces and the provision of pe‐
destrian links.
One of the key aims of the Plan is to create an improved public realm
for residents and visitors that is unique to Castleblayney. In this regard
the Plan openly embraces the historical and cultural heritage of Castle‐
blayney, physically incorpora ng these assets into the public realm

C

Showcasing Castleblayney’s Historic and Cultural Heritage
Ambi ons
Secure the future of Castleblayney’s heritage buildings as an inte‐
gral part of the public realm improvements.
Encourage the re‐use of historical buildings within the Town and
support their role in the a rac on of investment and tourism.
Showcase Castleblayney’s cultural heritage, specifically its long
standing connec ons to Country Music.
The importance of Castleblayney’s historic and cultural heritage is tangi‐
ble in the architectural prominence of its buildings, which include:


The Market House – This 19th century building was once the hub
of market trade in the Town and was later used for court services.
It remains a key landmark in the Town Centre, but requires
maintenance and reuse to secure its future.



Hope Castle – This impressive building was constructed in the late
18th century by Lord Blayney on the site of an old castle and was
formerly used by the family of the estate. It is a key asset of the
Town.



The Stable Building – Located within the grounds of Hope Castle
and directly connected to it and its historical func on.



The Gate Lodges – These two small buildings mark the entrance to
Lough Muckno directly from the Main Street. One of the lodges
has been restored for community use with the second to be re‐
stored with the inten on to accommodate a library.



St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church – Located on the Dublin Road
leading into the Town from the south side.



St. Maeldoid’s Church of Ireland Church – This church is located
near Lough Muckno on Church Road.

Like many other rural Towns, the inherent spa al quali es and the sig‐
nificance of Castleblayney’s streetscape have been eroded due to vacan‐
cy of important historical buildings, the dominance of traﬃc and associ‐
ated on‐street parking. Securing the future of historically significant
buildings, enhancing their se ng and crea ng spaces and routes that
improve their context will help protect and reconnect with the history of
the Town.

The cultural heritage embodied in the Town is also a significant re‐
source and Castleblayney is uniquely posi oned in this regard due to its
long standing and strong es to Country Music. Linking the Town’s built
environment with local cultural figures and music icons and presen ng
and interpre ng this ar s c heritage will help cul vate a unique iden ‐
ty for Castleblayney. Presen ng this cultural and ar s c heritage as an
integral part of the story of Castleblayney also oﬀers a unique tourist
a ractor for the Town that appeals to a niche market in itself and oﬀers
the opportunity to work in conjunc on with other historical and cultural
assets in promo ng Castleblayney as a unique tourist des na on.
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Enhanced Integra on with and Connec on to Lough Muckno
Ambi ons
Provide improved physical connec ons and enhanced visual
linkages to the high quality, useable public amenity space at Lough
Muckno.
Provide enhanced recrea onal, social and community ac vi es on
lands within Lough Muckno that are accessible to and usable by
the whole community.
In conjunc on with improvements to pedestrian routes throughout the
Town, this Plan seeks to deliver new, usable, high quality and accessible
public and community open space and amenity areas within the grounds
of Lough Muckno east of Main Street. This community centred area
would provide a range of facili es including vegetable patches, a rest
and reflec on space, picnic area and ateliers, improving the a rac on of
Lough Muckno to both residents and visitors. The space will also act as a
valuable amenity in a rac ng people to live in the Town Centre.
The amenity area will be highly accessible via both the exis ng main en‐
trance to Lough Muckno and through new pedestrian routes and linkag‐
es from Muckno Street. These routes will not only deliver direct pedes‐
trian and cycle access to this new amenity area but their formalisa on
will also provide direct visual connec ons between the Town and Lough
Muckno, placing Lough Muckno at the heart of the Town Centre.

C

Accommoda ng Living in the Town Centre

Delivery of a Connected Town Centre

Ambi ons

Ambi ons

Increase the residen al popula on of the Town Centre.
Promote the reoccupa on of vacant residen al stock within
Castleblayney Town Centre, including ‘Living Above the Shop’.
Promote the eﬃcient use of accessible backland sites for
residen al development.
The popula on of Castleblayney, including the Town and its environs is
approximately 3,607 persons according to the 2016 Census. The Elec‐
toral District of Castleblayney Urban, which encompasses the Town
Centre and runs north along Muckno Street has a popula on of 883
(2016 Census). The residen al popula on of Castleblayney is thus con‐
centrated in the wider environs of the Town, in the housing estates to
the south and east, closer to the N2. Within the Town Centre, there are
first and second floor residences that have remained vacant for some
years and there are a number of backland sites north of the Main
Street which are highly accessible but remain undeveloped.
The number of vacant units and over the shop units are visible within
the Town Centre specifically along Muckno Street. A detailed survey of
the condi on and constraints to the reuse of vacant residen al units is
required to create a vibrant and viable Town Centre. In many cases
these proper es may require substan al upgrading and renova on
works, in par cular to comply with fuel and energy conserva on re‐
quirements, as well as fire safety requirements. A ‘Toolkit for Reoccu‐
pa on’ including advice in rela on to Planning, Building Control, Fire
Safety, Security and other relevant statutory issues to owners, tenants
and poten al investors, as well as informa on regarding any currently
available funding (e.g the Town Centre renewal schemes) should be
provided by the Local Authority.
The Town Centre also oﬀers the poten al to accommodate new resi‐
den al development to the north of the Main Street, on the backlands
that were opened up by McGrath Road. These lands provide the op‐
portunity to deliver a range of housing types within the heart of the
Town Centre in close proximity to the amenity open space of Lough
Muckno.

Improve the pedestrian experience through an enhanced public
realm that gives priority to pedestrian movement and reduces
barriers to pedestrian flows on the Main Street and through side
streets.
Encourage pedestrian ac vity through new and clearly iden fied
pedestrian links from Main Street to the backland areas north
and south.
Introduce clear and a rac ve pedestrian routes between the
Town Centre and the amenity lands at Lough Muckno
immediately to the east.
Castleblayney as a market town is a des na on where people travel
to work, to shop and for school. Despite this there is a percep on that
people do not spend me in the Town Centre or amenity areas when
they visit. This appears to be a ributed in part to the current domi‐
nance of vehicular traﬃc and the quality and legibility of the pedestri‐
an environment in the Town Centre. The commercial focus of the
Town Centre has also shi ed to the western end of the Main Street
and to the car parking areas to the north and to the rear of Main
Street. Poor pedestrian connec ons between these parking areas and
the Main Street inhibit people accessing the remainder of the Town.
Interna onal prac ce and na onal guidance in rela on to traﬃc man‐
agement in our towns and ci es has brought a shi in thinking away
from a car‐centred to a pedestrian and cyclist‐centred approach. The
interven ons contained in this Plan will facilitate the implementa on
of a pedestrian‐friendly town centre in Castleblayney. ‘Smarter Travel
– A Sustainable Transport Future: A New Transport Policy for Ireland’
(2009) seeks to accommodate more sustainable means of travel, in
par cular walking and cycling. This Plan supports such measures and
seeks to promote a shi toward walking and cycling, especially within
the Town Centre in line with the Walking and Cycling Strategy pre‐
pared for the Town.
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Providing a safer and enhanced environment for both pedestrians and
cyclists will encourage greater adop on of sustainable means of travel in
the future and is key to the crea on of a fully connected Town Centre,
which is a central aim of this Plan. The opportunity to u lise exis ng side
streets for direct, legible and safe pedestrian links from the Main Street
to the backlands north and south will facilitate be er integra on of ex‐
is ng parking facili es, while also providing for the future development
of backland parking areas to serve the requirements of Main Street.
Considered enhancements of the public realm such as the widening of
footpaths, provision of shared surfaces and the crea on of a public
space around the Market House can help alter the percep on of the
Town Centre. Such enhancements will also deliver a place where people
are encouraged to traverse and spend me, ul mately increasing levels
of investment in the Town.
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3 Castleblayney’s History
Castleblayney has a rich history from its founda on and
se lement by Bri sh land holders in the 17th and 18th cen‐
turies, to the establishment of Blayney Castle and Hope Cas‐
tle. This history has influenced its layout as it is today and
has lead to Castleblayney becoming the third largest historic
market town in Monaghan.

The Story of Castleblayney
Early Origins
Castleblayney originated in the period following the Nine Years War that
took place at the end of the sixteenth century. Lands seized from Gaelic
lords were given to Sir Edward Blaney by the crown in 1611 to augment
earlier holdings at Muckno Friary on Lake Muckno. The inten on was to
provide a more secure loca on on the route to Monaghan. It was laid
out in 1612 and a castle was built at Onomy beside the Town. The Town
developed around the castle on the west side of the lake. Markets had
been granted permission in 1613 and these were important to its eco‐
nomic future. The castle was overrun in the rebellion of 1641 and the
Town recovered only slowly in the later part of the century.

Eighteenth Century
The Town struggled economically un l the end of the eighteenth cen‐
tury, when the 11th Lord Blayney took control of the estate. The linen
trade was promoted and a market house and market place were con‐
structed. Lord Blayney built a fine Neoclassical house in 1799 to the
designs of Robert Woodgate, an assistant of John Soane, near the site
of the former castle and this commanded views of the landscape and
lake.
The Town combines characteris cs of a tradi onal market town with
those of an estate town. The free‐standing market house, standing at
a junc on to the east end of the Town, lends a monumental character
to the public space. The main street was aligned by two and three sto‐
rey structures of varying architectural expression. The Market Square
east of the market building narrowed to form a short street that led
the entrance of the estate. This street was flanked by rows of elegant
houses.
The estate came to be owned by the Jackson family from Scotland in
the eighteenth century and profited from an influx of Presbyterian
se lers. Henry Street and Noble Street were laid out and constructed
in 1788.

Nineteenth Century
This was a me of industrial development that included the introduc‐
on of a number of tanneries. Fairs and markets con nued to contrib‐
ute to the commercial life of the Town. A market building was erected
in the public space to the east of West Street in the late eighteenth
century and may have appeared like the later market house in Bally‐
bay (two‐storey with an arcaded ground floor). It was largely altered
in 1856 to accommodate a courthouse. It is urbane, impressive and
well composed in the Classical style.
The Catholic and Protestant churches lie to the south of the Town
Centre and play a secondary architectural role in the historic core. The
spire of the Church of Ireland church can be seen from the demesne
landscape and the Catholic chapel remains without a tower. The first
church was built in 1622 and the last, or third church, now s ll extant
was by Jospeh Welland and dates from 1860. The Catholic church is
uncharacteris cally understated, it dates from the beginning of the
Ordnance Survey Map from 1836

century and was extensively remodified by James Hughes in 1851‐1856.
The nearby Methodist chapel was a smaller structure and part of the
street line, it is no longer extant. The Presbyterian church was located
north of the Town on the con nua on of Muckno Street and was built at
the end of the eighteenth century.
The designed landscape had strong natural characteris cs suited to the
English or Picturesque landscape style. The landscape was embellished in
that style by William Sawrey Gilpin in 1832. He arranged a scheme of
plan ng for the islands to give them more visual interest. A fine Temple
structure in Neoclassical style and da ng from the 1840s was located on
Concra Hill in the landscape se ng with views to the lake and house.
The Muckno estate was sold by the Blayney family to a Henry Thomas
Hope in 1853 and they remained in Castleblayney un l 1916. Hope ex‐
tended and remodelled the house in the Italianate style and it became
known as Hope Castle. A u‐form arrangement of stables was located to
the west of the house and in 1865 an imposing pedimented gateway was
added. In the 1870s symmetrical lodges were built to either side of the
Town entrance. They terminated the exis ng terraces of houses and
were constructed handsomely, in a sober version of the Italianate style.
The Ordnance Survey map from 1836 shows the layout of the Town with
the following features:


West Street, The main thoroughfare (now Main Street) running in
an east‐west direc on and having roughly the same width through‐
out. York Street meets it roughly midway on the south side and
connects to Ardee and further afield.



The west end of West Street connects with two routes, one to‐
wards the northwest heading to Monaghan, and another heading
to Shercock. New Street con nues the straight line of West Street
for a short run and veers oﬀ to take a long direct run westwards.
Both of the routes are clearly secondary to the main street space in
the Town.



West Street connects at its eastern end with a triangular market
space. This serves to connect with Noble Street (now Muckno
Street) which runs to the north and the entrance to Blayney Castle.
The south side of the space connects Henry Street, which is a short
street that leads into Church Street and the loca on of three plac‐
es of worship.
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The Ordnance Survey Map of 1900 depicts much of the addi ons from
the later part of the century in good detail. The layout remains similar
to that in the earlier Town Map:

Ordnance Survey Map from 1900



A school and a bridewell are also located near the churches.



The Market Square is dominated by a Market House that stands to
the west end of the space, where it can be best seen from West
Street and leaving the public space free in the direc on of the en‐
trance to Blayney Castle.



Plots are for the most part long and narrow. Those near the castle
are shorter due to the proximity of service gardens and oﬃces.



Tanneries are located oﬀ Muckno Street and New Street.

Castleblayney was connected to the railway network in the mid‐
nineteenth century. It was at the junc on of the Great Northern Railway
line and the Castleblayney, Keady and Armagh line. A planned connec‐
on to Kingscourt was not carried out. A modest railway sta on was
built oﬀ New Street in 1849.
The Griﬃth Valua on map (1848‐1864) shows much of the detail of the
earlier Ordnance Survey map and includes garden and orchard layouts.
Those of note are to be seen in Hope Castle and in the proper es facing
the lake. The map shows the path of the railway to the west side of the
Town and the curious case of Connabury House where the extensive
front garden is tunnelled under by the railway line. Further to the west a
workhouse was built in 1842 by George Wilkinson.



Thomas Street has been introduced to connect York Street and
Henry Street/Church Street. A large set back or ‘Commons’ is
located on the south side of the street.



A row of fine alms‐houses is located to the south of the Town on
Upper York Street. These were built of brick by the last Lord
Blaney in 1879. They augment other fine estate houses located
in nearby Church Street that were built of stone and brick and
carried out in a picturesque Gothic style.



West Street notes the loca on of important businesses and or‐
ganisa ons. There were several hotels such as the Hope Arms
Hotel, Commercial Hotel and Railway Hotel. There are also nu‐
merous bank buildings including the Belfast Bank, Provincial
Bank and Bank of Ireland, variously carried out in eclec c styles
to add to the appealing appearance of the streetscape. Other
structures accommodated a masonic hall and a post oﬃce.

Main Street looking west from Market House (Source:
Collec on, Na onal Library of Ireland)

Lawrence

Twen eth Century
Few buildings from the twen eth century have any architectural quali‐
ty or merit men oning. The imposing Convent of Mercy and an adja‐
cent Na onal School on New Street were built in the early decades of
the century. The new border caused diﬃculty for the local economy
and the railways, the Castleblayney to Keady sec on closed in 1924
with other sec ons closing in the region in the following decades.

View along Main Street looking toward east market House (Source:
Oram.H & MacKenna.M, ‘Old County Monaghan’)

The twen eth‐century saw the demoli on of some structures in the
historic centre of the Town. Of par cular concern, is the loss of func‐
on of the former Market House which is currently disused. The plight
of the former Blayney Castle and associated outbuildings, which are
currently vacant, is also of concern.
The most significant change to Castleblayney has been the addi on of
areas of suburban housing and one‐oﬀ houses around the historic cen‐
tre that has increased the footprint of the Town. The Town Centre has
lost much of its historic strong rela onship to its immediate rural
se ng though the unspoiled and tree crested drumlins can s ll be ap‐
preciated.

Blayney Castle, south and east eleva ons (Lawrence Collec on, Na onal
Library of Ireland)
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4 Castleblayney Today
Although tradi onally a market town, Castleblayney has, to
a large extent, lost its weekly market. The tradi onal core of
the Town remains the focus of its retail and service func on
and accommodates its key assets including the Market
House, Hope Castle, leisure facili es at Lough Muckno and
the Town’s churches. The loss of the administra ve func on,
Court Services, of the Market House has, however, impacted
the Town’s a rac on to associated professional services and
while the Town holds on to its architectural heritage, many
of its key historic buildings are in need of repair and conser‐
va on work.

Experiencing Castleblayney Today
As part of the urban analysis process the project team convened two
Public Consulta on Workshops with invita ons to a end issued to rele‐
vant Government Departments, Public Bodies and State Agencies as well
as mul ple local groups and organisa ons including inter alia:

Engagement Through Consultation

Castleblayney is subject to altering percep ons as the iden ty of the
Town has changed over me. From the tradi onal market town, resi‐
dents now view the Town’s connec on to Country Music as being a
key part of its iden ty. Castleblayney’s assets also contribute to its
iden ty as a Heritage Town, with recogni on by the public that dere‐
lic on and vacancy of important historic buildings has impacted per‐
cep ons. Key points raised during the consulta on include:




Castleblayney Tidy Towns



Spor ng groups





Residence Associa ons





Educa on and childcare providers



The Conserva on Society



Community Groups including Íontas Arts & Community Resource
Centre, the Men’s Shed, the Drama Fes val etc.



Religious Orders



The Workshops were a ended by the public, representa ves of some of
the key community stakeholders, advisory agencies and businesses. The
outcomes of this process can be thema cally linked and presented as
follows:


Percep ons



Heritage



Community



Infrastructure



Public Realm



Finance

It is under these headings that experiences of the Town as it exists today
can be defined and used to understand how it may be improved into the
future.

Community

Percep ons of the Town








A heritage Town that needs to protect its historical assets, spe‐
cifically Market House and Hope Castle which are falling into dis‐
repair.
Lough Muckno is an important heritage asset for the Town.
Substan al poten al to redevelop Hope Castle and a ract peo‐
ple and expenditure to the Town.
Foreign visitors to the Town, specifically Canadian & French visi‐
tors, have been very impressed.
The Main Street is of good scale.
Strong tradi on of Country Music, Dances, Bands and Music
Groups.
There is derelic on in parts of the Town, specifically along Muck‐
no Street.
There is a move away from living in the Town Centre.

Castleblayney Town is well served by community infrastructure and
demonstrates a strong pride of place that was clear at the stakeholder
workshops. The Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee, represen ng
business and community sectors, works in partnership with Monaghan
County Council to drive future economic and community objec ves with‐
in Castleblayney. Organisa ons such as the Castleblayney Tidy Towns as
well as the Íontas Arts & Community Resource Centre are central to
community life in Castleblayney and demonstrate a posi vity and will‐
ingness of residents to par cipate. Key points raised during the Consulta‐
on include:


There is a requirement for housing of the elderly in the Town.



Issues with an ‐social behaviour around Lough Muckno, specifical‐
ly in the vicinity of Hope Castle.



Poten al to combine heritage resources with community uses.



Community gardens would contribute to the Town and act as an
incen ve for people to live there.



The Town is a safe place to visit and walk around.



Get more people involved in shows, fes vals and ‘Get Ac ve’ ini a‐
ves e.g. Muckno Mania, TransFAUGHma on (Castleblayney
Faughs).



Increase awareness of Calendar of Events taking place within the
Town, specifically in rela on to Country Music.
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Infrastructure

Heritage

Urban Design – Public Realm

T

The exis ng public realm of the Town Centre is viewed as being charac‐
terised by high levels of vehicular traﬃc through Main Street, on‐street
car parking and the shi ing of the retail core from its historic loca on at
the eastern end of the Main Street to the western end. Vacancy and
some derelic on were noted in the eastern end on foot of this shi
which was also a ributed to car parking demand currently being highest
at the western end of the street.

Castleblayney has a rich and diverse historical and cultural heritage
that is a key feature in crea ng and fostering a unique iden ty for the
Town. This rich heritage which includes Lough Muckno Estate, Hope
Castle, the Market House and Country Music remain underu lised and
need to be showcased. Castleblayney Historical Group is an important
organisa on in the preserva on and promo on of the historic assets
of the Town. Key points raised during the consulta on include:

Discussions in rela on to infrastructure within Castleblayney focused on
through‐vehicular traﬃc in the Town Centre, on‐street parking provision
and pedestrian permeability par cularly on Main Street and from ex‐
is ng backland parking areas to the Main Street. Changes to reduce the
dominance of traﬃc to ra onalise car parking within the Town Centre as
a whole and to improve pedestrian accessibility and safety are central to
the delivery of an enhanced public realm in the Town Centre.

Changes to reduce the volume and priority given to traﬃc is central to
the delivery of a people‐focused, pedestrian friendly Town Centre, in‐
stead of one dominated by traﬃc. Vehicular access and parking for shop‐
ping, businesses and visitors must be balanced with traﬃc dominance
and conges on, and the need for a rac ve and safe pedestrian environ‐
ments. The contemporary urban design principles referenced in this Plan
will a empt to provide an alterna ve perspec ve of the Town by com‐
bining the principles with issues and ideas formulated through stake‐
holder engagement. Key points raised in rela on to the urban design
features that Castleblayney could benefit from include:



The Town’s heritage needs to be maintained as it is what makes
the Town unique.



Poten al for a Country Music Museum in the Town.



Develop the history of the Town from the more recent troubles
to the historic past.

The lack of greenery within the Town Centre, the current derelic on of
the Market House which is a landmark feature and the requirement for
enhanced connec ons, including visual connec ons with Lough Muckno
are also considered integral to the delivery of an enhanced and a rac‐
ve Town Centre. Key points raised during the Consulta on include:



Opportunity to create a space or a square for civic purposes at the
Market House.



Poten al to u lise the backland area to the rear of Main Street.



Improve access and pedestrian safety at Market Square.



The li er issue along the Main Street needs to be addressed.



Opportuni es to reuse vacant proper es within the Town Centre.



Lack of accommoda on in the Town and surrounding area.



Need for improved landscaping, par cularly greenery, in the Town
Centre.



Current security fencing around Hope Castle is uninvi ng and
excessive.

Provide direct and safe pedestrian links between the Main Street
and McGrath Road.



Pedestrian crossings on the Main Street need to be addressed.



The tradi onal core of the Town was down at the Market House.



Landscaping on McGrath Road.



Shop frontages can be refurbished and/or provided in a tradi‐
onal style.



Concerns in rela on to parking at the churches and schools.



Public transport requires improvement.



Open up the backlands to encourage movement within the Town
Centre.



Poten al to create Greenways around the Town.





The conserva on of the Market House needs to be considered in
terms of viability, finance, safety, use etc.

C

Engagement Through Consultation

Finance ‐ Defined Economy

The Town has a good employment base, however, the loss of the court
service and the loca on of the Municipal District Oﬃces in Car‐
rickmacross has had a nega ve impact on the provision of professional
services in the Town. The tradi onal heart of the Town Centre, at the
eastern end of Main Street, retains an element of professional service
provision and the rejuvena on of this area, including the conserva on of
the Market House, oﬀers the opportunity to strengthen this. The Town
Centre has remained the focus of the retail, service and hospitality sec‐
tors with the schools bringing both employment and foo all. There is,
however, the need to encourage those visi ng the Town Centre to
spend more me in it through improvements in the public realm includ‐
ing enhanced pedestrian linkages and public spaces.
Castleblayney’s connec ons to the Country Music and leisure tourism
industries should also be targeted for their further employment poten‐
al, with significant poten al for Hope Castle in this regard. The service
and tourism sectors are directly connected to the public realm and in‐
creasing the service sector oﬀer alongside the promo on of Castle‐
blayney as a unique tourist des na on needs to take place in tandem
with public realm improvements. This interconnectedness is directly re‐
flected in the proposed public realm Country Music inspired interven‐
ons on Main Street, as this area is considered key in the promo on and
tourist a rac on of Castleblayney.
This Plan iden fies the economic benefits that an enhanced and con‐
nected public realm can deliver for Castleblayney and sets out a number
of interven ons required to deliver such improvements. Each interven‐
on contains a number of specific projects which can be progressed fur‐
ther by the Council and brought forward for funding through the various
funding mechanisms and streams available. Key points raised during the
Consulta on include:


Conserva on grants should be sought to secure the future of herit‐
age buildings within the Town.



The Historic/Heritage nature of the Town should be used to lev‐
erage funding.



Look at opportuni es for cross‐border funding e.g. Castle‐
blayney/Crossmaglen.



The reloca on of services, specifically the Urban District Council
Oﬃces and court services has nega vely impacted the Town and
its employment profile.



There needs to be a focus on promo ng events and/or projects
in the Town that will a ract both residents and visitors to the
Town Centre.



Develop links to tourism opportuni es, e.g. Country Music Mu‐
seum.

What Has Been Achieved
Castleblayney: Ac ve Travel Town – Walking and Cycling
Strategy 2012
The Walking and Cycling Strategy, published on 30th of November 2012,
was produced by Kieran Boyle Consul ng, Transport Planning Engi‐
neers. The Strategy begins by providing an overview of the policies re‐
la ng to promo ng walking and cycling facili es in towns and villages
across Ireland. These policies informed the Strategy objec ves to pro‐
mote community involvement, to improve walking and cycling access to
public transport, to provide safer routes, to e‐in with schools/colleges
and workplaces, and to reduce short‐distance car journeys.
The public consulta on process, as part of this Strategy, demonstrated
that the majority of people surveyed revealed that they would be en‐
couraged to walk more if there was a be er provision of footpaths in
the Town. With regard to cycling, most of the respondents indicated
that proper cycle lane facili es were needed in order to encourage
more cyclists in the Town. The Modal Split for businesses revealed that
the vast majority of people arrive to work by car, with only 6% walking
and 6% cycling. A similar Modal Split was indicated in consulta on with
the schools in the area.
The targets indicated in the Strategy were to increase the cycle mode
share for journeys to work, school and educa on from 0% to 5% by
2017, to increase the overall mode share for walking and cycling from
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22% to 30% by 2017, ensure that all schools within the Town have a
school travel plan in place by 2014, and to create a Workplace Travel
Network group and to have Workplace Travel Plans in opera on at
two of the main businesses within the town by 2014. Key to reaching
these targets was specific improvements in the public realm as de‐
scribed in the Strategy in the form of footpath and junc on improve‐
ments throughout the Town, incorpora ng schools, businesses and
residen al areas.

Castleblayney Market House—Report on Proposed Repairs
A Report on the Proposed Repairs to the Market House in Castle‐
blayney was undertaken by Liam Mulligan Architects, Chartered Build‐
ing Surveyors and Historic Building Consultants in February 2018. The
Report details the historic significance of the building and its strategic
importance, in terms of loca on and viewpoint as a landmark in Cas‐
tleblayney’s Town Centre. The Report also takes account of the cur‐
rent condi on of the building, both inside and out, with photographs
showing the poor condi on of the building and the need for conserva‐
on. The cost of such conserva on work is indicated including diﬀer‐
ent approaches such as phased repairs to spread costs.

Free Market and Castleblayney—Ireland at the Venice Bi‐
ennale 2018
The Venice Architectural Biennale is the foremost global forum for Ar‐
chitectural exhibi on and debate. It runs from 26th May 2018 for six
months un l 25th November of the same year. The ‘Free Market’ is a
proposal from the Irish Pavilion and it aims to study Ireland’s Rural
Towns. Castleblayney is part of the Study and the Irish Exhibi on will
be brought on tour to Ireland in 2019.

Projects Delivered to Date
In addi on to the above, a number of physical projects have also been
delivered in Castleblayney that make a marked contribu on to the
public realm and enhance the physical assets of the Town. These in‐
clude the restora on of Gate Lodge 1 at the entrance to Hope Castle
for community use and the plan to restore Gate Lodge 2 for use as a
library. The securing of Hope Castle in Local Authority ownership pro‐
vides for its future use and preserva on as a key asset of the Town. In
addi on the Town and Village Renewal Scheme has also delivered a
number of enhancement in the public realm including inter alia street
furniture.
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Planning for the Future
Consulta on and Research
The comprehensive consulta on undertaken, including public work‐
shops and mee ngs with local business owners, community groups and
oﬃcials (Focus Group) and the Local Authority (Steering Group), formed
the basis for this Plan. A clear progression of the Plan can be traced from
the ini al tender brief, through to the issues raised by the mul ple
stakeholders and informed by the informa on a ained as part of the
research phase. This progression has culminated in the emergence of
specific interven ons covering substan al areas of the Town and which
include mul ple projects which can be brought forward on foot of the
Plan.

Emerging Strategy and Interven ons
Comments and observa ons made by stakeholders as part of the con‐
sulta ons can be traced through the process of the making of the
Plan. These comments and observa ons formed the basis of and di‐
rectly informed the specific proposals presented to the public at the
second stakeholder workshop.
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Consulta on
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Itera on and Design
The workflow illustra on below is intended to convey the process of
consulta on, analysis and design development in arriving at a Plan as
presented. It follows the trajectory of the Plan from the ini al familiar‐
isa on through the consulta on workshops and mee ngs with the
Focus Group and the Steering Group, to the presenta on of ini al con‐
cepts and finally in the design itera on of par cular ac ons / interven‐
ons and the detail of the projects contained therein.

Sketch of Interven on Presented at Second Stakeholder
Consulta on

Feedback from Stakeholder Consulta on
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5 Guiding Principles
Five dis nct Guiding Principles have been used to gather the
most important elements of this Public Realm and Economic
Plan for Castleblayney Town in rela on to key determinants
such as the public realm and urban environment, the com‐
munity, the Town’s heritage, the physical infrastructure and
economic principles. The Guiding Principles used are as fol‐
lows:
The People’s Town ‐ A vibrant Town Centre and public realm
that meets the needs and aspira ons of those who live in it
and those who visit, wherever they come from and however
long they stay.

Dis nct Public Realm ‐ A public realm based on urban design
principles that are dis nc ve and authen c.

A Future for Our Heritage ‐ A public realm that not only em‐
braces its unique heritage but promotes this heritage as a
tourism asset.

A Permeable Place ‐ A Town Centre and public realm that is
accessible and pedestrian friendly.

A Defined Economy ‐ A Plan that has economic ini a ves at
its core can be used to leverage funding and encourage in‐
vestment.

The People’s Town

Dis nct Public Realm

The concept of ‘the People’s Town’ is a Town Cen‐
tre and public realm where people choose to live,
work, shop, visit and spend their leisure me. It is a
place that residents are proud of and spend me in and that visitors
are interested in and drawn to. It is a Town Centre with a high quality
public realm, a range of shopping and service facili es, local ameni‐
es, quality housing and a vibrancy and dis nc veness that a racts
people to it.

Successful urban design can deliver sustainable communi es and a
high quality built environment that a racts people to visit, while also
enhancing the quality of life of residents and workers of the Town.
The concept for Castleblayney is to focus on its unique cultural and
heritage assets and showcase these through considered interven ons
in the public realm in order to deliver a ‘Dis nct Public Realm’. Spe‐
cifically, embracing Castleblayney’s strong connec ons with Country
Music as part of its public realm was a key piece of feedback from the
stakeholder consulta ons.

Community
Community and par cipa on are key aspects of the iden ty of Castle‐
blayney and were considered in detail in the making of this Plan. Con‐
sequently the Vision Statement has been directly informed by the
community theme.
The Plan aims to create a Town for the community with a high quality,
accessible public realm that connects to and integrates with the
amenity resource of Lough Muckno. The Main Street will be reimag‐
ined as a space with diﬀerent character areas, with an enhanced and
legible presenta on of the Town’s heritage and cultural assets.



Ac vity ‐ Create an a rac ve environment that encourages
year‐round use and day and night ac vity, encouraging and facil‐
ita ng people spending me in the Town Centre.



Heritage ‐ The Town’s cultural and historical heritage is a central
feature in the crea on of an iden ty for and a ractor to the
Town. It provides the basis on which to develop specific events,
e.g. leisure events at Lough Muckno and for Castleblayney to be
promoted as a cultural des na on (Country Music).



Iden ty ‐ The heritage and cultural assets of Castleblayney are
what define it as a place and present the opportunity to create a
dis nct iden ty for the Town. These assets must be integrated
into and form a dis nct and legible part of the public realm.



Access ‐ Delivering a be er balance between vehicular traﬃc,
pedestrians and cyclists and improving ease of access to car
parking will make the public realm feel more legible, comforta‐
ble, be er connected, safe and aesthe cally pleasing.



Buildings and Space ‐ Ground floor uses and design that inter‐
acts (physically and/or percep vely) with the public realm will
determine how buildings engage with surrounding public spaces.



Focal Buildings ‐ These buildings are not about dominance but
about engagement with the public realm in a manner that
a racts people to a par cular loca on in the Town Centre and
encourages them to linger there.

An Ac ve and Vibrant Town Centre
The Plan seeks to enhance the quality of life of residents, to u lise the
historic and cultural heritage to define a unique iden ty for Castle‐
blayney and to improve the Town’s ability to a ract investment. The
Town Centre must deliver an a rac ve, high quality public realm that
en ces people to visit and provides spaces for those people to enjoy.
It should not only connect into the surrounding backland areas
through legible and safe pedestrian routes but it must integrate with
Lough Muckno as a defining feature of the Town and as a valuable
amenity resource for both residents and visitors alike.
The Plan, through upgrades in the public realm, the integra on of his‐
toric buildings and amenity resources, and with new and improved
pedestrian and cycle linkages, provides the opportunity to deliver a
diverse Town Centre that oﬀers a range of a rac ons to both resi‐
dents and visitors.
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Cura ng the Place ‐ A Plan should be made with implementa on
at its core, central to which is a sense of ownership and clear re‐
sponsibility. Delivery of the interven ons will not only enhance the
public realm but should in turn lead to an increase in revenue.



Flexibility/Adaptability – Castleblayney Town Centre needs to re‐
focus the purpose of its public spaces and key buildings primarily
to ensure their conserva on but also as a means of providing for
diﬀerent events and experiences from an opera onal perspec ve.



Residen al Use ‐ New residen al development in the Town Centre
must be carefully considered, well‐integrated, and must enhance
the public realm and support the Vision Statement’s implementa‐
on.

clu er. Landscape features, traﬃc management interven ons and
street surfaces should be designed not in isola on from the surround‐
ing built environment, but respec ul of it. Such measures will op ‐
mise the presenta on of the historic architecture of the Town.
Improved design in the public realm will also emphasise the historical
form of the Town, unveiling and re‐establishing historically significant
spaces. Emphasising the historical importance of side streets and
lanes will help clarify a hierarchy of historic routes and directly e into
a new pedestrian emphasis for the Town Centre. Focusing a new and
enhanced public realm around the Market House will reclaim its role
as the principal space and public venue in the Town, while the ra on‐
alisa on of parking on the eastern end of Main Street will further help
return a sense of vibrancy and vitality to this area.

A Future for Our Heritage
Heritage
The architectural heritage of Castleblayney is at the
centre of the Public Realm and Economic Plan and will be showcased as
a principal iden fying characteris c of the public realm. This Plan re‐
spects the need to protect and conserve the Town’s important historical
structures, while also ensuring their meaningful integra on into the en‐
hanced public realm. The Plan also focuses on the historic development
of the Town in terms of market ac vity and the important role of Lough
Muckno.
The key heritage building within the Town Centre is the Market House,
which is not only a landmark but is intrinsically ed to the development
of Castleblayney as a se lement. It warrants conserva on as a physical
representa on of Castleblayney’s history and as a Protected Structure.
Ac ve use of this building will further ensure its conserva on into the
future.

Design
New addi ons to the Town Centre should respect the exis ng character
and take cues from the historic se ng. High quality architectural design
can complement the exis ng se ng and add to the overall built heritage
of Castleblayney. Within the public realm the historic architecture can
be showcased through careful conserva on and by elimina ng visual

A Permeable Place
Managing Vehicles in the Town Centre
At present the Main Street of Castleblayney is domi‐
nated by vehicular traﬃc and on‐street parking to the detriment of
safe pedestrian and cyclist movements and the vitality and vibrancy of
the Town Centre. Specifically the provision of on‐street parking has
impacted the quality and type of ac vi es that can be accommodated
in the Town Centre, with no public spaces along Main Street and lim‐
ited opportunity for outdoor ea ng areas for hospitality providers.
Ra onalising parking at certain loca ons would address these issues,
crea ng a be er quality environment and making the Town Centre a
more a rac ve place to live, work and visit.

Movement Infrastructure
A connected Town Centre with a high quality public realm, that is ac‐
cessible, has good pedestrian and cyclist permeability, and has a net‐
work of public spaces, is the core infrastructure that can catalyse ur‐
ban growth and a ract inward investment. It is also crucial to the
growth of, and will support, the Town Centre’s residen al, retail and
employment base.
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This Plan sets out improvements to the public realm that will facilitate
safe pedestrian movements throughout the Town Centre. Key to this is
the u lisa on of the Town’s exis ng infrastructure of lanes, present
along the Main Street, Muckno Street and Thomas Street. These form an
integral part of the architectural character of Castleblayney and provide
direct access to rear yards and the opportunity to create new pedestri‐
anised lanes as part of the delivery of a permeable Town Centre.

A Defined Economy
Develop an Iden ty
The Plan seeks to build on the exis ng economic
strengths of Castleblayney and to encourage and facili‐
tate, through public realm improvements, the maximisa on of the eco‐
nomic benefits of these strengths. Considered key in this regard is the
Town’s cultural heritage and natural assets, specifically its strong con‐
nec ons with Country Music and the outstanding amenity value of
Lough Muckno. Such heritage is key to the development of a unique
iden ty for Castleblayney, an iden ty that is representa ve of the Town
and which a racts tourists to it. The Plan places these assets to the fore
in developing the public realm and incorporates them as an integral part
of it.
Central to this Plan is the iden fica on of ‘Interven on Areas’ which in‐
clude mul ple projects that will deliver the enhancements to the public
realm iden fied through stakeholder consulta on and the research un‐
dertaken by the project team. These projects do not stand in isola on,
with many interconnected and, therefore, must be viewed collec vely in
their contribu on to the public realm of Castleblayney. The ‘Interven on
Areas’ group these projects based on a number of factors, e.g. proximity,
land use, historical context, movement and connec vity, ensuring that
each can be progressed individually and recommending a phasing plan
for the projects. This approach also provides maximum flexibility and
adaptability when seeking funding, allowing these projects to be brought
forward either individually, in groups, or for the en re Interven on to be
brought forward.
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6 Economic Input
High quality public realm and a lively business environment
go hand in hand. Public realm improvements encourage
more people to visit a place, both locals and tourists alike,
and to spend more me and money there.
Conversely, strong business communi es a ract visitors/
customers and animate the public space around them, mak‐
ing it more ac ve and engaging. In this way, the two are
linked and reinforce each other.

Introduc on
Key to the formula on of the Shared Vision and the iden fica on of in‐
terven on areas is the economic review of the Town which examines its
current economic posi on, including its deficits and the poten al oppor‐
tuni es for its economic development.
In this regard the proposed interven ons were considered not only in
the context of the deliverable improvements to the public realm but in
terms of the ac vi es that would have a posi ve economic impact on
the Town. Specifically the current interdependency between Castle‐
blayney as a service and leisure provider for its hinterland and the op‐
portunity to advance these a rac ons and engage the wider economy
were considered at length.
Project Ireland 2040
The Na onal Planning Framework (NPF) is the long‐term strategic plan‐
ning framework that will guide na onal, regional and local planning and
investment over a 25 year period. In contrast to its predecessor, the Na‐
onal Spa al Strategy 2002 (NSS), the NPF will have a statutory basis
and is accompanied by a sister document, the Na onal Development
Plan 2018 (NDP). The NDP is a 10 year strategy for the capital invest‐
ment of almost €116 billion, known as Project Ireland 2040.
Development Funds
As part of the Project Ireland 2040, the Government has announced the
crea on of the following funds:



€2 billion Urban Regenera on and Development Fund, intended
to secure more compact, sustainable growth in Ireland’s five
ci es and other large urban centres.



€1 billion Rural Regenera on and Development Fund to support
job crea on in rural areas, address de‐popula on of rural com‐
muni es and support improvements in our towns, villages and
their hinterlands.



€500 million Climate Ac on Fund to support ini a ves that con‐
tribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy tar‐
gets.



€500 million Disrup ve Technologies Fund to provide invest‐
ment in the development and deployment of disrup ve innova‐
ve technologies and applica ons, on a commercial basis, tar‐
geted at tackling na onal and global challenges.

promoted and improved to benefit the local economy and support the
Strategic Objec ve of the Dra Development Plan to “protect and nur‐
ture the County’s rich natural resources, heritage and ameni es along
with the environmental quality of the natural and built environment in
both the urban and rural areas.”
Strategic Objec ve CBS01 of the Castleblayney Se lement Plan 2019‐
2025 aims to “promote Castleblayney as a prosperous and thriving local
development and service town where the principles of environmental,
economic and social sustainability including protec on of the town’s her‐
itage, natural and built environment are enshrined.”
Monaghan Local Economic and Community Plan 2015‐2021

The four funds are available to Local Authori es, but are to be allocat‐
ed compe vely to the best projects, which also leverage investment
from other sources. The four new funds are intended to ensure bal‐
anced regional development and s mulate renewal and investment in
rural and urban areas, the environment and innova on.
Three quarters of new growth iden fied in the NPF will be outside
Dublin, with 50% of the projected popula on growth planned for our
towns, villages and rural areas and 50% for our ci es.
The above funds could poten ally be leveraged to help fund the inter‐
ven ons iden fied in this document.

The Monaghan Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) sets out the
economic strategy for the County in the period up to 2021. It includes a
range of goals that can be summarised as follows:


To develop and promote a posi ve image of the County as a place
to live, visit and invest.



To support the development of a highly skilled workforce.



To support and strengthen the community and voluntary sector.



To promote the health and wellbeing of people in Monaghan.



To protect, enhance and maximise the poten al of the County’s
natural cultural and heritage resources.

The objec ves and Proposed Interven ons contained in this document
are designed to support and further the above goals.

Monaghan County Development Plan 2013‐2019
The current County Development Plan includes a separate Develop‐
ment Plan Chapter for Castleblayney which highlights some of the
economic aspira ons for the Town such as improvements in retailing,
housing, employment, infrastructure, recrea on and tourism. The de‐
tails of the Interven ons in this Plan have incorporated theses objec‐
ves.
Dra Monaghan County Development Plan 2019‐2025
The Strategic Objec ves of the Dra County Development Plan relate
to the sustainable and balanced distribu on of development through‐
out the County. Castleblayney has many natural assets which can be

Brexit
At the me of wri ng, nego a ons between the UK and the EU are on‐
going and the situa on regarding Brexit remains unclear. However, what
is clear is that Brexit will have an influence on the border region and that
the na onal economy, and par cularly the border economy, may be
more turbulent in certain sectors (e.g. retail, agriculture).
It is expected that Brexit may have regionally diﬀeren ated eﬀects and a
hard Brexit could hit coun es such as Monaghan harder due to the im‐
portance of the agri‐food sector. Furthermore, Castleblayney’s immedi‐
ate adjacency with the Border will make it more suscep ble which fur‐

C

ther emphasises the need for a diverse economy that targets sectors
such as tourism.

blayney to form a part of that i nerary, it needs to clearly define its
iden ty in a coherent way, which will make it an a rac ve op on to
people who may only be spending a few days in Ireland.

Tourism
Castleblayney has the poten al to significantly increase the contribu on
that tourism makes to the economic life of the Town. The LECP 2015‐
2021 notes that Monaghan has historically captured a lower propor on
of tourism than most other coun es in the region and a significantly low‐
er propor on of their spend.
Research provided by InterTradeIreland indicates that since 2008, the
number of visitors crossing the border from the North has increased sig‐
nificantly from 636,000 to 1.5m visitors. In addi on, since 2012, the per‐
centage of overall revenue a ributed to overseas visitors has increased
significantly (44.05% to 51.21%). Given the numbers of tourists already
coming into Ireland and spending me in the region, there is a significant
opportunity for Castleblayney and Monaghan to tap into that resource,
as well as the domes c tourism sector.
Many tourists who visit Ireland, or who tour internally, may visit a range
of diﬀerent loca ons as a part of that i nerary. In order for Castle‐

Tourists have a range of des na ons to choose from, with review
guides and websites helping in determining their i nerary. Castle‐
blayney’s iden ty and key a rac ons therefore need to be ar culated
in a straigh orward manner. In this way, poten al visitors, who per‐
haps will only spend a few seconds ini ally reviewing their op ons
before deciding what to inves gate further, will understand what Cas‐
tleblayney has to oﬀer.
The public realm interven ons outlined in this document are intended
to help to clearly define that iden ty, and to assist in the ‘branding’ of
the Town.

The Local Economy and the Public Realm
The public realm, being the spaces in between buildings, has a variety
of uses. Its first use is to facilitate the movement of people from one
building to another, whether within the Town or to a place outside
the town.

Localised Economic Plan
Strands Working Together
Employment

Retail

Current Housing Market

Current & Future Need

Qualitative & Quantitative Requirement

Future Housing Market

Suitable Land Supply (Quantitative & Qualitative)

Retail Typology

Affordable Housing Need

Fit for Purpose Floorspace (Qualitative)

County & Regional Role

Integrated Growth Strategy
Infrastructure Dependencies & Requirements

Town Character & Environment

Public Realm Upgrades

Spatial Implications
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Ac vi es in the public realm consist of two types, ‘necessary’ and
‘op onal’. The ‘necessary’ ac vi es are the journeys that people have to
make. Schoolchildren passing through the public realm to get from
home to school is a ‘necessary’ ac vity. So too are people travelling to
work, or to a shop to purchase groceries.
‘Op onal’ ac vi es involve people u lising the public realm for recrea‐
onal ac vi es, such as simply to go for a walk, perhaps without a spe‐
cific des na on in mind, si ng on a bench talking to a friend, window
shopping, sunbathing in a park, or drinking coﬀee outside a restaurant.
‘Necessary’ ac vi es will always occur regardless of the quality of the
public realm, as people will always need to get to the shops, school, or
to work. However, ‘op onal’ ac vi es will increase commensurate with
the quality of the public space. The more ‘op onal’ ac vi es that take
place on a street, the greater the foo alls and the more opportuni es
that business owners have to en ce poten al customers into their
premises. The more people who visit an area and the more me that
they spend there, the greater the poten al that they will engage in
‘casual’ shopping and will increase their spend.
The public realm on and around Castleblayney’s Main Street, while func‐
onal for ‘necessary’ ac vi es, should also be viewed as an amenity for
people to enjoy in its own right, and should be invested in and promot‐
ed as such.

Quality of Life and the Local Economy

Housing

Development & Land needs

T

Policy

A lively, vibrant public realm coupled with a strong business environ‐
ment helps to improve the a rac veness and quality of life in a place,
oﬀering people more ameni es and ways to spend their leisure me.
Quality of life is becoming increasingly important in a rac ng entrepre‐
neurs and skilled workers to a given loca on.
Remote working opportuni es have made the geographic loca on of a
variety of workers, including the self‐employed, sub‐contractors and
consultants, less important. Instead, quality of life, coupled with the cost
of living and the cost of ren ng business/commercial floorspace (o en
with smaller footprints) is crea ng opportuni es for more rural loca‐
ons to a ract investment and a skilled workforce.

C

Public Realm Improvements and Interven ons
The public realm improvements proposed in this document are designed
to leverage oﬀ Castleblayney’s heritage, culture and exis ng assets. Tak‐
en together, the changes proposed will improve quality of life in the
Town and improve its a rac veness to tourists and visitors. Any in‐
crease in visitors and associated spending, will have a knock‐on eﬀect on
jobs, which in turn supports people’s ability to save and to purchase
property, etc.

and supports the idea of the Town Centre and Main Street as an
amenity to be enjoyed in itself.
This interven on supports the following economic objec ves for the
Town:


To increase the number of people visi ng Castleblayney and
foo alls in the Town Centre.



To support jobs by encouraging spending in businesses on Main
Street and extending into the backland area.



To increase the amount of me that visitors to the Town Centre
spend there.



To provide businesses with an increased number of poten al
customers and opportuni es for sales.

‘Big Tom’ and the Country Music Theme
The incorpora on of the Country Music theme into the public realm is
designed to help define the iden ty of the town and to a ract visitors
by crea ng a unique selling point, based around the Town’s rich Country
music pedigree, something which people won’t find anywhere else.
This interven on supports the following economic objec ves for the
Town:

Connec on and Integra on with Lough Muckno



To assist with the marke ng of the Town as a centre of Country
Music in Ireland.

Lough Muckno is a key natural asset for the town and has the poten‐
al to play a significant role in the economic life of the Town, to im‐
prove the quality of life for people living there, and to a ract visitors.



To a ract more visitors to the Town by oﬀering a unique point of
interest and diﬀerence.

This interven on supports the following economic objec ves for the
Town:



To create a place where Country Music fans will wish to gather
and congregate.



To expand the range of ameni es in the Town, making it a more
a rac ve place to visit.



To create a unique iden ty and branding for the Town.





To encourage Country Music related events and businesses to lo‐
cate in Castleblayney.

To broaden the appeal of Castleblayney beyond those who may
be interested in its musical and cultural heritage.



To provide ac vi es that can be undertaken during the day, in
order to complement those that take place in the evenings, such
as music sessions.



To increase the amount of me that visitors spend in the area.



To connect the Town’s branding to its Country Music heritage.



To help define the percep on of Castleblayney in the minds of po‐
ten al visitors.

The Greening of the Town Centre
The greening of the Town Centre, which involves interven ons to Main
Street and the Market Square and Monaghan Road junc on, are intend‐
ed to support businesses in Castleblayney by making the Town Centre a
more pleasant place to spend me and to increase foo alls. It promotes

Accommoda ng Living in the Town Centre
The Census conducted in 2016 indicates that the popula on of Castle‐
blayney declined slightly, from 3,634 in 2011 to 3,607 in 2016. This
change, combined with an ageing popula on, including nearly a 50%
increase in the number of persons in the 80+ category during the in‐
tercensal period, has significant implica ons for the Town’s economy.
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An increase in the number of people living in the Town Centre will in‐
crease the level of expenditure available in the Town and help to sup‐
port local businesses and jobs.
In addi on to an increase in residen al accommoda on in the Town
Centre, short term lets that facilitate self‐catering tourism could also
benefit the economic life of the Town, so long as they don’t displace
exis ng residents. The renova on of ‘over the shop’ accommoda on
to target this market could help to increase the numbers of tourists
overnigh ng in Castleblayney.
This proposal supports the following economic objec ves for the
Town:


Increase the number of people living in the Town and the availa‐
ble pool of expenditure for local businesses to tap into.



Encourage the renova on of vacant or commercial space above
exis ng businesses as short term rental accommoda on aimed
at the self‐catering market.
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Rela onship between assets of the Town
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7 The Integrated Plan
The Integrated Plan presents the public realm improvements
and captures all of the Proposed Interven ons in the context
of the development of the Town Centre.
The following sheets describe the individual interven ons
that have emerged from the public consulta on and the De‐
sign Team’s proposals, to address the place and its analysis,
through the applica on of the guiding principles to frame
economic development and deliver the Shared Vision.

Urban Analysis
As part of the background analysis undertaken by the Design Team the
principal components of the exis ng place have been iden fied and
these form the basis of the interven ons that have emerged.
The following issues were observed in rela on to Castleblayney Town
Centre:


The need to conserve the Market House and bring it back into ac‐
ve use.



Limited connec ons, both physical and visual, between the Town
Centre and Lough Muckno.



Poor pedestrian experience / undefined routes ‐ laneways.



Limited greenery / plan ng on the Main Street.



Car parking / Poor road junc ons.



Limited ac vity at the eastern end of the Main Street.



Hidden cultural heritage.

Addressing these issues as part of the individual interven ons were, in
the first instance, guided by the key themes of the Plan.

Overview of Interven ons
The Plan seeks to bring the amenity space at Lough Muckno back into
the Town Centre suppor ng the physical and mental well‐being of resi‐
dents and all of the benefits that can be delivered by green infrastruc‐
ture. Indeed, Lough Muckno as an amenity is a unique and outstanding
natural asset that sets Castleblayney apart from other Towns.

The main elements of the landscape strategy are the delivery of a pub‐
lic space at Market House, delineated by a shared surface, landscaped
terraces and tree plan ng, as well as landscaping the length of the
Main Street. These projects will create an interconnected network of
high quality urban spaces at the heart of Castleblayney and provide
facili es and spaces which can improve the quality of life in the Town.
In conjunc on with the enhanced facili es at Lough Muckno these ar‐
eas will accommodate a wide variety of landscaped spaces and play
and recrea on facili es.
Vitality and viability of the Town Centre, specifically to the east of the
Main Street in the tradi onal Market Square, are key concerns, so
public realm enhancements have sought to reinvent this area as a
mul ‐purpose public open space with the Market House at its core.
Detailed plan ng design should reflect the bringing of the countryside
into the Town. To this end, we suggest the use of na ve trees and
hedging in the appropriate context. Use of evergreen groundcover
shrubs should be limited as much as possible to ensure that the spac‐
es do not have a suburban or ins tu onal appearance. Hard landscape
materials have been varied to reflect the heritage of the Town and to
ensure that the spaces are defined and recognisable.

Traﬃc and Movement
In addi on to public realm improvements, the Plan addresses traﬃc and
movement within Castleblayney. Proposals in this regard have informed
and / or been integrated into the Plan, as detailed in the Interven ons
that follow.
In rela on to overall traﬃc and movement within the Town Centre, it is
proposed to upgrade the south/south west side of Market Square to a
pedestrianised street to promote this area as a public space. Market
Street, from Henry Street to the gates of Lough Muckno, will be upgrad‐
ed to a Shared Surface for pedestrians and motorists. Henry Street will
become one‐way southbound to improve the pedestrian facili es and to
avoid traﬃc using this residen al street as a short cut. The remainder of
the streets/roads will maintain the current two‐way system. The Pro‐
posed Interven ons will modify the Town circula on around the Market
Square Area, as per the below diagram, and appropriate road signs to
indicate motorists of the change of circula on will be required accord‐
ingly.

To promote and facilitate the increased role of tourism in the local
economy, pick‐up and set‐down only coach parking will be provided
on Market Square. As this is the central civic space within the Town,
longer term coach parking here is not promoted, however, 2 ‐ 3 spac‐
es could be provided in the public car parks on Thomas Street to facili‐
tate such parking. The coach pick‐up and set‐down area on Market
Square will be hard landscaped in line with the surrounding area and
the Main Street to ensure con nuity of the public realm.
A key and unique feature of the Plan is the visual interpreta on of the
cultural heritage of Castleblayney in the public realm through the
‘country singers crosswalks’. These crosswalks will visually represent
the connec on between the Country Music scene and the Town, and
will form the basis of an integrated, high quality public realm for the
en re length of the Main Street. The crosswalks will be hard land‐
scaped, specifically using paving to create the varia ons for the sing‐
ers to ensure that each is recognisable.

Circula on around the Market Square
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Overview


The Integrated Strategy

Placemaking / Greening / Mobility
Interven ons


Market Square



Main Street



The Backlands



Main Street /Monaghan Road Junc on



The Laneways



Lough Muckno



Street Improvements

Heritage Interven ons


Market House / Market Square



Other Heritage Assets Exposed

Environmental Interven ons


Lough Muckno

The Integrated Plan
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8 The Interventions
Market Square
The Market House is a landmark building in the centre of Castle‐
blayney. It is located in a visually prominent posi on at the eastern
end of Main Street, at the entrance to Lough Muckno. It served the
Town originally as a Market House, but was later adapted for uses in
the court services. The building is currently vacant and in need of con‐
serva on. It is a Protected Structure and also features on the Na onal
Inventory of Architectural Heritage.
There is now an opportunity to conserve the building for reuse and be
the focus for the redevelopment of Market Square. The Plan seeks to
enhance this area, making it an a rac ve and usable space through
the introduc on of pedestrianisa on and shared surface for pedestri‐
ans, cars and bicycles. The space will also help link the Main Street to
Lough Muckno through a high quality, safe pedestrian environment.
The area around the building presents the opportunity to re‐establish
the building’s former market func on, once again giving meaning to
the area of ‘Market Square’.

The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the Market Square Interven on is not only to conserve
the historically important Market House building and encourage its reuse, but to enable the crea on of a high quality, pedestrian friendly public space bookending Main Street. The interven on will also provide an
important visual and physical link to Lough Muckno, as well as a coach
pick-up and set-down facility.

Key Features of the Interven on


Encourage building conserva on.



Reduce car dominance.



Facilitate pedestrian movement.



Introduce opportuni es for increased ac vity to the spaces around
the Market House.



Promote vibrancy and vitality at the eastern side of the Main
Street.



Facilitate the crea on of a sense of place.



Incorporate a public sculpture.



Provide for markets and events.



Incorporate coach parking facili es.

The Market House
The Market House is the principal focal building in the Town, from
which several key routes radiate. This Plan promotes the conserva on
of this important historical building and its reestablishment as the
heart of the Town Centre. The Plan seeks to address the building not
only in terms of its conserva on but also in rela on to its future poten al use(s) and the opportunity for such use(s) to interact with and
contribute to the surrounding Market Square area.

face space between the Market House and the entrance to Lough Muckno to remain largely free from vehicular traﬃc.
Access from the coach parking area to the south side of Main Street and
new public spaces on Market Square will be via two designated pedestrian crossings. To ensure con nuity in the public realm for the length of
the Main Street, the crossings will be hard landscaped as ‘country singers crosswalks’, as detailed in the Main Street Interven on. To avoid
long stay coach parking at this civic space, parking will be designated as
pick-up and set-down only, with longer term coach parking (2 - 3 spaces)
provided in the public car parks on The Commons.

Market Square
The opportunity exists at Market Square to reinvent the space as a
mul func onal, pedestrian friendly area which can accommodate
markets, fairs and events. The plan to make Market Square a focal
point in the Town is informed by its historical use as a venue for the
Town’s market and the fact it would have also served as a place for
group mee ngs. The accommoda on of a commercial element is important in maintaining a link with its past while the poten al to serve
as a public space for cultural and entertainment events es in well
with the Town’s strong Country Music connec ons.
By pedestrianising the south of the street, and introducing shared surfaces from the Market House to the entrance with Lough Muckno, a
sense of priority for pedestrians is created in this area that will encourage more such movement through and within this space. The paving used to create this pedestrian space will e this area back into the
heritage of the Town, Market Square and the Market House, telling
their story visually. The visual connec on between the Main Street,
the Market House and Lough Muckno will be further strengthened
through the crea on of a tree lined avenue.
To facilitate tourist visits to Castleblayney, a coach parking space is
provided for adjacent to Market Square on the northern side of Main
Street. This loca on provides direct access to Market Square and the
entrance to Lough Muckno, without interrup ng the view of the Market House from Main Street. This loca on also enables the shared sur-

Coach Parking on Market Square

Key Physical Changes
The following are the key components of the Plan for Market Square:


Crea on of a pedestrian friendly environment including the use of
shared surfaces.



Conserva on and reuse of Market House.



Integrated hard and so landscaping proposals including outdoor
sea ng.



Crea on of a public space for gatherings and events.



U lisa on of hard landscaping to ‘tell the story’ of Castleblayney
and Market House.



Provision of terraces to Market Square u lising exis ng gradient.

C

Indica on of how Market Square could appear following the enactment of the Interven on (the loca on of the public sculpture is indica ve)
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C

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles


Provides for the conserva on and reuse of a key heritage asset,
Market House.



Delivers a strong pedestrian connected place to link Market Square
as a key public space with Main Street and Lough Muckno.



Provides for the crea on of a mul -func onal public space centred
on the Market House.



Provides for a high quality urban designed environment.



Provides a key event space for fairs and gatherings.



Facilitates tourism in the Town.



Works to the Market House building to enable it to be brought
back into ac ve use.



Landscaping of the exis ng road to the south of the Market
House, to provide a con nuous pedestrian priority area to Lough
Muckno, including pedestrianisa on and a shared surface, that
‘tells the story’ of Castleblayney through paving and provides a
public square for ac vi es and events.



Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm along
the Market House’s arcade to provide a public open space consis ng of gradient terraces and an outdoor area for dining, poten ally associated with the future use of the Market House.



General landscaping in the area of Market House, to include a
tree plan ng project to Main Street and a tree plan ng project
to the south of the Market House, to provide a tree lined avenue
to the entrance to Lough Muckno.

Outcomes


Conserva on and reuse of Market House.



Aesthe c improvements.



Improved pedestrian routes.



Greater ac vity promoted.



Increased visual interest .



Improved vibrancy and commercial ac vity at the eastern end of
Main Street.



Be er social opportuni es .



Considered se ng within which a loca on for the public sculpture
can be considered.



Provision for coach parking facility (pick up and drop oﬀ).



High quality, durable, and well-maintained materials.

Projects
The Market Square Interven on is mul faceted and addresses the Market House building, the surrounding space, the streetscape, the street
surface and hard and so landscaping. For the purposes of progressing
this Interven on it can be approached as a number of individual projects
as follows:


Conserva on works to the Market House building to protect the
building fabric from further decay and to conserve the structure.



The provision for coach parking to the north of Market Square
and Main Street to provide pick up and drop oﬀ facili es at this
civic hub.

Phasing
The Market House is an important heritage asset of Castleblayney and
is the focal building of the Town Centre, which will anchor the new
civic space. Given this important role, its protected status and its current state of disrepair, the conserva on of the Market House would
be one of the early phases of works as part of this interven on. Conserva on works that make the building safe and ensure its structural
stability are required in the first instance. Conserva on works as part
of the next phase would restore the building and allow for it to be
brought back into ac ve use.
Other projects around the Market House can be progressed separately
or brought forward together. Once the Market House is made safe,
even in advance of further conserva on works, other projects could
be progressed. The delivery of the shared surface and enhanced landscaping to the south of the Market House would provide an immediate enhancement of the public realm and increase pedestrian accessibility from the Main Street to Lough Muckno. It would also provide a
public square for events and act as an a ractor for the eastern end of
the Main Street.
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The gradient terraces built into the slope will form an a rac ve feature,
providing a usable public space to spend me in and enhance the entrance to the Town from Muckno Street. Their contribu on to the public
realm will, however, be maximised as part of the re-use of the Market
House as this space will act as an extension to the building providing a
directly accessible and usable outdoor area.
Given the loca on of the coach parking facility on, but separate to, Market Squareand being on the northern side of Main Street, this can be
progressed as a standalone project at any point. Its delivery as a stand
alone project must consider how it integrates with other aspects of the
Interven on and the Main Street Interven on.
Cos ng Exemplar
While the cos ng for the projects contained in the Market Square Interven on will be dependant on the detailed design brought forward for
each in terms of materials, fixtures, ground works etc. In order to assist
with achieving a high level understanding of such costs, the Thema c
Design Manual, provided in Sec on 9 includes examples of fixtures and
finishes and provides a cost range in this regard.
In addi on exemplars have been assessed to determine a high level cost
for a similar project in a comparable context. In the case of the Market
Square Interven on, Market Square in Dundalk was reviewed as an exemplar as it is a rela vely recent example of substan al upgrade works
to an urban square in a historic se ng. While the receiving physical environment and detailed design are unique to that project, it does contain a
similar range of works to those required to deliver the Market Square
Interven on including paving, traﬃc and pedestrian management, road
surfacing for new road layout, street furniture and so landscaping.
The overall cost of the upgrade works to the Market Square in Dundalk
was in the region of €3 million, of which Dundalk Town Council had won
c. €1.9m in funding from the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF).

C

Market Square Interven on Detail

Market Square to Hope Castle
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Market Square, Main Street towards Market
House (Lawrence Collec on, NLI)

Sea ng Reference—Example of Sea ng Type

Clonakilty Reference
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8 The Interventions
Main Street



Provide an enhanced public realm for the length of the Main
Street through hard and so landscaping.

ve of the fact that the western end of the Main Street is the current
focus of daily commercial ac vity.

The Main Street of Castleblayney is the central spine of the
Town and acts as the main core for commercial, retail and
entertainment ac vi es. Running in an east ‐ west direc on
for a length of c. 300m, it is consistently wide and accommo‐
dates two‐way vehicular traﬃc and on‐street parking on
both sides.



Enhanced pedestrian crossing facili es.



Increased connec vity through laneways.



Facilitate the crea on of a sense of place.

The plan ng and ‘country singers crosswalks’ will traverse the en rety
of the Main Street to its junc on with Muckno Street, providing a con nuity of quality public realm and bringing both ends of the Street together visually. The public realm func on and form will, however, alter
at the eastern end of the Main Street in acknowledgement of the ongoing reduc on in vitality and commercial ac vity in this area. The footpaths will be reinvented as sidewalks, protected from on-street ac vity
by vegeta on incorpora ng green strips in the form of trees and grey
strip that act as benches. Landscaping will be u lised along the southern
side of the street to create terraces that can be used by exis ng restaurants and eateries and as an asset to a ract such commercial ac vity to
this area. Parking will be ra onalised to accommodate these public
realm upgrades.

The width of Main Street and the exis ng provision of on‐
street parking presents the opportunity to re‐balance the re‐
la onship between vehicular traﬃc and pedestrian and cy‐
clist movements. The proposed improvements will deliver a
more usable, accessible and a rac ve public realm that en‐
courages people to visit and spend me in the Town Centre
and deliver a legible and unique iden ty for the Town.
The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the proposed interven on to Main Street is to address
the current dominance of vehicular traﬃc and to make it not only a
more pedestrian friendly place but to deliver an enhanced public realm.
This interven on provides a real opportunity to redefine the eastern
part of the Main Street as a space for people, where they can come to
spend me in the Town and visit and enjoy the range of shops, cafes,
restaurants and eateries it has to oﬀer. This interven on also has a fundamental role in defining a unique iden ty for the Town by making its
strong es to Country Music an integral part of and legible within the
public realm of Main Street.

Main Street
The proposed interven on extends the length of the Main Street from
the junc on with the Monaghan Road to the west to Muckno Street to
the east. It is made up of both landscaping improvements, public
realm interven ons and parking ra onalisa on. Pedestrian crossings
are facilitated at mul ple loca ons to enhance the new pedestrian
links and to improve road safety provision on Main Street, The op mum type of crossing (i.e. zebra, toucan, curtesy, uncontrolled, etc.)
best suited for each loca on should be further developed and assessed individually.
Star ng at the junc on with the Monaghan Road, and running to the
junc on with York Street, the north and south side of the Main Street
will be landscaped, including plan ng to so en the public realm. Pedestrian movement will be enhanced through the provision of crosswalks, provided proximate to links to the backland areas and delineated using paving to represent the faces of famous Country Music singers. This will not only provide a visual connec on to the heritage of
Castleblayney but will be central to crea ng a unique iden ty for the
Town. Parking will remain in its current form, parallel to street, reflec-

The enhancement of the Main Street in terms of plan ng, pedestrian
movement and the delivery of public spaces will visually and func onally
connect with the Market Square Interven on. These two interven ons
together will transform the exis ng Main Street to a high quality public
realm that promotes pedestrian movement, encourages pedestrians to
spend me there and makes the length of the Street a rac ve for commercial use.

Key Features of the Interven on


Readdress the dominance of vehicular traﬃc on Main Street.



Promote greater pedestrian ac vity in the Town Centre.



Introduce new outdoor spaces that promote vibrancy and vitality
in the tradi onal Town core of Castleblayney.



Promote vibrancy and vitality at the eastern side of Main Street.



Incorporate the ‘iden ty’ of Castleblayney as an integral part of
the public realm through the ‘country singers crosswalks’.

Main Street ‐ c. 300m from Monaghan Road junc on to York Street

Smithfield Square, Dublin ‐ 300M long

C

Main Street ‐ Monaghan Road junc on to York Street

Country Music Reference

Sea ng Reference

On‐Street Terrace Reference

Pedestrian Crossing Loca ons
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quickly delivered. Landscaping to the eastern end, which would visually
unify the Main Street, must consider the revised line of the footpath to
the north, the on-street terrace areas to the south and the role of
plan ng in traﬃc screening.

Key Physical Changes

Outcomes

The following are the key components of the Plan for the Main Street:



Increased visual interest.



Crea on of a sense of place unique to Castleblayney.



Improved pedestrian routes.



Be er social opportuni es.



Aesthe c improvement.



Greater ac vity promoted.



Improved vibrancy and commercial ac vity at the eastern end of
Main Street.

Cos ng Exemplar



High quality, durable, and well-maintained materials.

The cos ng for the projects contained in the Main Street Interven on
will be dependant on the detailed designs brought forward in terms of
materials, fixtures, ground works etc. and will also be influenced by the
cost of labour rela ng to the se ng of the paving for the ‘country singers crosswalks’. Notwithstanding this, in order to assist with achieving a
high level understanding of such costs, the Thema c Design Manual provided in Sec on 9 includes examples of fixtures and finishes and provides a cost range in this regard, as well as a a range of high level costs
of general public realm works.





Crea on of a pedestrian friendly environment through the use of
hard and so landscaping proposals including outdoor sea ng.
U lisa on of hard and so landscaping proposals to reduce the
visual dominance of vehicular traﬃc.



Provision of terrace areas that are usable as public spaces and that
act as a resource for and a ractor to commercial operators.



U lisa on of hard landscaping to create the ‘country singers crosswalks’ that not only provide enhanced pedestrian accessibility but
are a unique selling point for the Town and a tourist a rac on.

Ra onalisa on of car parking at the eastern side of Main Street, with
parallel parking provided to the north to allow for an enhanced pedestrian environment and removal of spaces to the south to facilitate the onstreet terraces.
The prepara on of a design guide is essen al to the implementa on of
this interven on which would provide a design basis for the transforma on of Main Street, e.g. colour scheme, shopfronts, signage, etc. This
should be undertaken as part of a further study.

Projects
The Main Street Interven on is mul faceted addressing the
streetscape, street surfaces, pedestrian crossings, hard and so landscaping and connec ons with the backland areas. The progression of
this Interven on can be approached as a number of individual projects as follows:


Landscaping, in the form of plan ng to the Main Street.



Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm along
the Main Street to provide public spaces consis ng of sea ng
areas and terraces for dining.



Landscaping in the form of paved pedestrian crosswalks that visually represent the Town’s Country Music connec on.

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles


Provides for a high quality urban designed environment.



Turns the Main Street into a strong pedestrian connected thoroughfare, that integrates linkages to the backland areas and
strengthens physical connec ons with Lough Muckno.



Extensive landscape provides for greening of the Town Centre.



Provides for the crea on of public terraces that encourage people
to spend me in the Town Centre and that facilitate and promote
commercial ac vity at the eastern end of Main Street.



Delivers a physical and visual connec on to the Town’s Country
Music heritage that is key to the crea on of a unique iden ty for
Castleblayney.



Ra onalisa on of car parking at the eastern end of the Main
Street to provide parallel parking to the north and space for onstreet terrace areas to the south.

Phasing
In order to deliver a coherent, high quality public realm on Main
Street, considera on must be given to how each project integrates
with other aspects of the Interven on, if projects are to be brought
forward separately. Landscaping in the form of plan ng to the western side of Main Street is a standalone improvement which could be

The provision of the ‘country singers crosswalks’ could also be progressed as a stand alone project. Provision would have to be made in its
delivery for integra on with the wider public realm improvements including landscaping (hard and so ) and the ra onalisa on of on-street
parking.

In addi on, exemplars have been assessed to determine a high level
cost associated with street upgrade works, the aim of which was to deliver an enhanced physical environment, improved the public realm, regenerate the urban fabric and promote walking and cycling. The proposed upgrade works to O’Connell Street in Limerick were reviewed as
an exemplar in this regard as it is a live example with a budget based on
current market costs for such street improvement works.
The works to O’Connell Street which cover from the junc ons of Denmark Street and Barrington Street, a distance of approximately 786 metres in length, have been costed at approximately €9.1 million. For this
investment Limerick City & County Council has secured €4.1 million in
European Regional Development Funding via the Designated Urban Centre Grants Scheme.
The Main Street Interven on covers a substan ally shorter distance of c.
300m and based on the above cos ng for O’Connell Street could at todays rates cost somewhere in the region of €3.5 - €4 million.
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Indica ve Sketch of Public Realm on Main Street / Market Square

Country Singers Crosswalks and Enhanced Public Realm on Eastern Side of Main Street
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8 The Interventions
Southern Backlands

The Backlands
The opening up of the backland area presents the opportuni‐
ty to deliver a connected and integrated Town Centre that
promotes pedestrian accessibility and permeability. Areas
have been iden fied that could accommodate residen al de‐
velopment to facilitate and encourage living in the Town Cen‐
tre. In addi on, the backland area is a resource for the Town
that facilitates mul ple development opportuni es and pro‐
vides for the reloca on and ra onalisa on of car parking to
serve the retail, commercial and business needs of the Town
Centre.
Opening up of these sites and bringing people back to the
Town Centre to live, not only has the poten al to transform
the dynamic of the Town, but also presents an important in‐
vestment opportunity in the heart of Castleblayney.

Key Features of the Interven on


Bring currently underu lised, accessible, backland areas, within
the Town Centre into ac ve use.



Provide accessible, safe and legible pedestrian laneways from
the Main Street to the backland areas north and south.



Readdress the dominance of vehicular traﬃc and associated car
parking on Main Street.



Provide new residen al developments that encourage and facilitate living in the Town Centre.



Promote greater pedestrian ac vity from the Town Centre to
the backland areas and vice versa.



Promote vibrancy and vitality in associa on with the Main Street
Interven on.



Increase connec vity in the Town Centre.

As with the northern backlands, the southern backlands already provide
a pool of parking for the Town Centre which is accessible from Thomas
Street. The exis ng car park north of Thomas Street is directly accessible
via a lane from Main Street and is located adjacent to a large undeveloped backland area which provides the opportunity to expand this facility. Such an expansion of the car park into the lands to the east would
also provide the opportunity to deliver a new pedestrian access directly
with Market Square, thereby encouraging and facilita ng pedestrian
movement in this loca on in line with the Market Square Interven on.
The southern backlands also contain a second car park to the south of
Thomas Street. As well as ac ng as a resource for the Town in terms of
facilita ng ra onalisa on of on-street parking, these lands also present
the opportunity to provide street frontage, including residen al development, that visually encloses Thomas Street. Landscaping will further
enhance the public realm at this loca on.

Car Parking

The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the proposed Backland Interven on is to eﬃciently and
appropriately u lise this important, accessible, land bank in the centre
of Castleblayney. The development of these lands also has a pivotal role
to play in addressing the current dominance of vehicular traﬃc and associated car parking on the Main Street, in promo ng and facilita ng living
in the Town Centre and in providing for improvements to the public
realm (see the Main Street Interven on for details).
This interven on, along with the Main Street Interven on, provides an
opportunity to redefine how the Main Street func ons, how car parking
is accommodated in the Town Centre, as well as providing enhanced pedestrian access to and from Main Street. In delivering new housing stock
in the Town Centre, which is easily accessible to services and ameni es,
the Interven on also supports and enhances Castleblayney as an Age
Friendly Town.

Northern Backlands
The northern backlands are directly accessible from McGrath Road
and are already u lised in part for surface parking. While this area acts
as an important pool of parking for the Town, specifically serving retail
units at the western end of Main Street, pedestrian accessibility directly with the Main Street is poor. Exis ng lanes adjacent to, and part
of, commercial premises already provide access to rear yards for several units, with some accessible from McGrath Road. Formally defining
such laneways as pedestrian routes from Main Street to the backland
area and connec ng these through where required, will ensure that
these lands are u lised to the benefit of the en re Town Centre. In
addi on, landscaping, both hard and so , will define and enhance the
pedestrian environment and visually so en the exis ng car parking
areas. This area also provides the opportunity to deliver residen al
development fron ng McGrath Road. Such development would not
only provide for and encourage people to live in the Town Centre but
would also create a residen al edge to the Road and improve safety
through passive surveillance.

As noted in the Main Street Interven on, the public realm works maintain the majority of the exis ng parallel and perpendicular on-street car
parking spaces. In conjunc on with this, it is recommended to install
road signs to redirect visitors and locals to the exis ng free car parks located near the Main Street including Lower Commons Car Park, Upper
Commons Car Park and the Town Centre Car Park.
To complement this arrangement, it is recommended that exis ng pedestrian linkages between the car parks to the Main Street and Lough
Muckno are enhanced. This can be achieved through the following:


Wayfinding from the car parks to the Main Street and principal
ameni es.



Appropriate ligh ng.



New pedestrian links from the Main Street to the car parks in the
backland areas north and south of Main Street.
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Laneway to Southern Backlands

Southern Backlands
Northern Backlands

Laneway to Northern Backlands
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Key Physical Changes

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles

Outcomes

The following are the key components of the Plan for the Backlands:





Improved pedestrian routes



Increased accessibility to car parking facili es.



Increased visual interest.



Greater ac vity promoted.



Improved vibrancy and commercial ac vity on Main Street and
specifically at the eastern end of the Street.



High quality, durable, and well-maintained materials.



Physically connect exis ng lanes to the backlands.



Crea on of clear pedestrian routes from the Main Street to the
backland areas through the use of hard and so landscaping and
ligh ng proposals.





Provides a pool of car parking that is adjacent to and is highly
accessible from the Main Street, facilita ng the ra onalisa on of
on-street parking.
Delivers desirable, safe pedestrian linkages between the exis ng
backland car parks and the Main Street.
Iden fies opportuni es for the delivery of new residen al developments within the Town Centre to encourage and facilitate living in the Town.



Remove all unnecessary signs and visual clu er.



U lisa on of hard and so landscaping proposals to reduce the
visual dominance of the backland car parking areas.



Provision of signage to direct vehicular traﬃc to the backland car
parks.

Landscaping provides for greening, screening and so ening of
car parking areas.



Provides the opportunity to visually enclose Thomas Street and
frame views of historic structures.



Town Centre Car Parks and Poten al Pedestrian Links

Wider Exis ng Pedestrian Network and Proposed Pedestrian Links

34
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Projects
The Backland Interven on is mul faceted addressing the physical provision of pedestrian linkages, streetscape, street surfaces, hard and so
landscaping and ligh ng. The progression of this Interven on can be approached as a number of individual projects as follows:


Landscaping, in the form of plan ng to exis ng car parks.



Works, including landscaping, ligh ng and signage to improve and
enhance exis ng pedestrian linkages from the Main Street to the
backlands.



The provision of new pedestrian connec ons from the backlands
to the Main Street.



Extension of the exis ng car parking facili es to the south of Main
Street, including the provision of a new pedestrian access to Market Square.



Provision of direc onal signage direc ng vehicular traﬃc to the
backland car parking areas.

Phasing
Landscaping of exis ng car parks to provide visual improvements and
help their integra on is an easy deliverable. Also, as there are exis ng
areas of backland car parking already in place, the enhancement of exis ng linkages to the Main Street, including improvements in hard landscaping, ligh ng and signage, is a logical early phase in delivering this
Interven on.

T

R

The provision of a built frontage to the car park on the southern side
of Thomas Street is also considered a stand alone phase of development. The delivery of this phase is dependant on, and interconnected
with, the reloca on of the fire sta on from this area. In addi on, the
provision of residen al units in the areas iden fied are also considered separate and stand alone projects, as these lands are in mul ple
private ownerships and their development would be based on market
demand.
Cos ng Exemplar
The cos ng for the projects contained in the Backlands Interven on
will be dependant on what aspects of the Interven on are brought
forward and the detailed design(s) of these in terms of materials, fixtures, ground works, drainage and types of residen al units etc.

Backland Residen al Area Reference

In order to assist with achieving a high level understanding of such
costs, the Thema c Design Manual provided in Sec on 9 includes examples of fixtures and finishes. In addi on, it provides a cost range for
public realm works of between €280 - €620 per sq.m. This includes
both the physical street furniture and area ligh ng as well as a range
of ground works such as the undergrounding of cables, SuDS etc. Given that the work to the lanes would primarily relate to groundworks
with some limited ligh ng, such projects could be expected to come
within the lower end of the above range.
Backland Residen al Area Reference

The following phases of delivering the Interven on should include the
provision of new linkages between the northern backlands and the Main
Street. Linkages in this area are currently limited and while the backland
car parks are well u lised there is li le benefit to the Main Street in
terms of foo all and pedestrian access.
The la er phase of delivery of this Interven on could include the extension of the backland car park to the south of the Main Street as these
lands are currently in mul ple ownership. Once assembled this would
also allow for the provision of a new pedestrian access point from this
area to Market Square.

‐P
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8 The Interventions
Lough Muckno
Lough Muckno is a significant amenity asset and is singularly
the most important asset in Castleblayney. In addi on to
providing recrea onal and leisure facili es for the residents
of the Town and the wider area, Lough Muckno is also a
tourist a rac on for fishing, mountain biking, water sports
and nature pursuits. In conjunc on with Country Music,
Lough Muckno is a defining and dis nguishing feature of the
Town.
Given its scale, further opportuni es exist to improve Lough
Muckno as an amenity asset. While the redevelopment and
reuse of Hope Castle is a significant future commercial op‐
portunity for the Town, the op ons for which are subject to a
separate study by the Council, Lough Muckno and its sur‐
rounding lands also present opportuni es in terms of en‐
hanced leisure and recrea onal facili es. The provision of
spaces for the community to use and develop would be an
important asset for exis ng residents of the Town and aid in
a rac ng new residents back to the Town Centre.
The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the Proposed Interven on at Lough Muckno is to maximise the community, social and economic benefits this significant asset
has to oﬀer Castleblayney. It will provide new community centred amenity spaces that will enhance the quality of life in the Town, making it a
more a rac ve and liveable place.
The interven on will also deliver prac cal benefits, providing a number
of pedestrian access points from Market Square to the proposed ateliers, picnic area, rest area, vegetable patch and fitness trail. Iden ficaon and formalisa on of these access points will also deliver improved
visual connec ons between the Town Centre and Lough Muckno, bringing the Lough as an extensive amenity back into the heart of the Town.

Key Features of the Interven on
The key feature is Lough Muckno itself. By enhancing connec ons
with the Town Centre, both physical and visual, the unique nature and
ambience of Lough Muckno becomes part of the Town and its iden ty.
Whilst Lough Muckno already accommodates a range of leisure and
recrea onal facili es, there is an opportunity to complement these
uses through community based amenity areas and spaces such as vegetable patches, ateliers, a picnic area, a rest area and fitness trail. The
new community facili es will be designed op mally for both environmental and amenity benefits. Spaces will be landscaped according to
use and civil engineering concerns, such as SuDS, should also be considered integrally with the design of these spaces.
These new spaces will make Lough Muckno more a rac ve to, and
prac cal for, the community on a daily basis and will provide a valuable amenity for those currently resident in the Town Centre. In addion, such facili es will contribute to the a rac on of the Town Centre
for new residents, including Muckno Street due to its proximity and
enhanced accessibility to Lough Muckno.



Crea on of clear pedestrian routes from the Main Street and Market Square to Lough Muckno through the use of hard and so
landscaping and ligh ng proposals.

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles
The Lough Muckno Interven on contributes to many of the Guiding
Principles and in par cular the following;


The People’s Town through the delivery of community based
amenity spaces.



The Connected Place by delivering a strong pedestrian connected
place to link Main Street and Market Square with Lough Muckno.



Visually links Lough Muckno back into the Town Centre, contribu ng to the crea on of a strong and unique iden ty for Castleblayney.

Key to the u lisa on of these enhanced facili es and amenity areas is
accessibility. Lough Muckno is currently accessible from a singular,
main access from Market Square, with the rest of the Town and specifically Muckno Street, turning its back on it. The new pedestrian access points proposed will make Lough Muckno and the enhanced facili es accessible from new loca ons, providing direct connec ons with
the Town Centre. These connec ons will not only be physical but visual, bringing Lough Muckno back into the Town Centre and establishing
it visually as a key part of the iden ty of Castleblayney.

Key Physical Changes
The key components of the Plan include the following:


Crea on of new spaces within Lough Muckno designed and
landscaped for a specific end use i.e. a vegetable patch, a fitness
trail, a picnic area, a rest area and ateliers.



Open up and physically connect exis ng lanes from Market
Square to Lough Muckno.
Park Reference
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Blaney Castle in lakeside se ng with spire of
St.Maeldoid Church of Ireland church in distance
(Lawrence Collec on, Na onal Library of Ireland)

Exis ng Play Facili es at Lough Muckno

Exis ng Facili es at Lough Muckno

Castleblayney/Lough Muckno Ameni es Map
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Outcomes

Phasing

The principal outcomes will be as follows:

These groups are considered individually, as group one relates to
a aining access to the subject lands in the first instance. This can be
delivered either through minimal works to connect to the exis ng
pathways within Lough Muckno or as a more substan al project that
delivers new, dedicated access points from Market Square/Main
Street.



Increased entrance points and connec ons to Lough Muckno from
the Town Centre to allow for greater anima on and more op ons
for entry and exit.



The Interven on will open up new areas within, and adjacent to,
Lough Muckno for ac ve use.



New access points will visually connect the Town Centre and Lough
Muckno.



Provision of facili es and amenity areas specifically for the community will improve the quality of life of those living in the Town,
provide social opportuni es and make it an a rac ve place for
new residents.



Provision of new, easily accessible facili es within Lough Muckno
will act as a further a ractor for people to the eastern end of the
Town Centre, thereby, improving vibrancy and commercial ac vity.

The second group relates to the range of amenity facili es. While
these can be progressed as one project, their nature also provides for
individual delivery. Some can be delivered in the very short term, requiring limited works or investment, such as the vegetable patch,
while others will require both, such as the picnic area and ateliers.
As each amenity area has a stand alone use, their progression individually will s ll deliver important enhancements to the overall recrea-

The Lough Muckno Interven on can be divided into two separate project groups as follows:
Group 1 - Accessibility
Provision of new linkages between Market Square/Main Street
and Lough Muckno to include surface treatment and hard and so
landscaping.



Integra on of new areas into the wider Lough Muckno pedestrian/
cyclist network.
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onal provision and community infrastructure in Castleblayney. The addi on of each further amenity area will integrate seamlessly and further
improve the range and nature of community facili es.
Cos ng Exemplar
The cos ng for the projects contained in the Main Street Interven on
will be dependant on the detailed designs brought forward in terms of
materials, fixtures, ground works etc., and will also be influenced by the
physical features of the area, specifically issues rela ng to SuDS and
drainage given the proximity to Lough Muckno.
The site topography and characteris cs as well as the fact that the Interven on relates to the provision of new facili es within an exis ng park
se ng make even the high level cos ng for this project or the iden ficaon of an exemplar diﬃcult. In addi on, the nature of the enhancements proposed i.e. vegetable patch, picnic area etc., can be progressed
in a mul tude of ways, all of which have associated varying costs.

Group 2 - Amenity


‐P

An exemplar which has been assessed to determine a high level cost associated with the provision of new facili es for the benefit of the community is Weaver Park on Cork Street in Dublin City. Previously a vacant
site, the Park which cost over €1 million, provides a range of facili es
including exercise facili es (skate bowl), smooth paths, a series of low
walls around the park, a space for younger children and landscaping,
that allows for a leisurely space to enjoy the sunshine and relax.

Projects



T

Provision of mul ple, dis nct, amenity areas and facili es to include picnic area, vegetable patch and shed, rest area and ateliers.
Each individual amenity area will have its own works and landscaping requirements based on the end use.

Community Amenity Reference

Park Reference
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8 The Interventions
Junc on Upgrades
The Monaghan Road Junc on terminates the Main Street
(R181) to the west and is a heavily traﬃcked junc on taking
vehicular traﬃc to and from the areas to the west and north
of the Town. Current traﬃc management of the junc on
takes the form of a 3‐arm mini roundabout with a single lane
approach. There are two staggered zebra crossings on the
Main Street arms, while the Monaghan Road crossing is an
uncontrolled crossing, making it diﬃcult to cross, par cularly
for people with mobility impairments. The junc on is a rela‐
vely inhospitable pedestrian environment at present.
The Main Street and York Street Junc on forms a T‐junc on
located roughly mid‐way along the length of the Main Street.
The junc on is a traﬃc signal junc on at present, with le
and right turn lanes provided on York Street onto Main
Street. Two lanes are also provided heading east along Main
Street at its junc on with York Street. Despite the provision
of pedestrian crossings, the mul ple lanes at this junc on, as
well as the narrow footpaths on York Street, restrict pedes‐
trian movement and create an unwelcoming environment.
Re‐engineering these junc ons provides the opportunity to
address exis ng pedestrian safety issues, as well as providing
for the more eﬃcient movement of traﬃc through the Town
Centre. Upgrades to the Main Street / York Street junc on to
allow for improved pedestrian movement will help connect
the east and west ends of Main Street. The Monaghan Road
junc on, as a main entrance point to the Town and counter‐
weight to Lough Muckno at the eastern end, is also the ap‐
propriate loca on to encourage the provision of a landmark
building.

The Purpose of the Interven on
The purpose of the proposed interven on to the Main Street / Monaghan Road / York Street junc ons is to improve traﬃc movements at
the main approaches to the Town and provide enhanced, safe pedestrian accessibility in accordance with the overall aim to create a more
pedestrian friendly public realm. The interven on also promotes the
provision of a landmark building at the Monaghan Road / Main Street
Junc on to define the entrance to the Town.
As part of the Main Street realignment, the following junc on’s layout
have been developed to “Outline Design” stage in order to provide the
required pedestrian facili es while s ll maintaining the required level
of service for cars, HGVs and public transport. In geometric terms, the
designs have been reviewed to ensure expected vehicles (e.g. HGV’s,
buses etc.) can safely manoeuvre through the network. As the scheme
progresses to the next stage of design, capacity assessments will be
performed to enable the refinement of the design (for example turning lane requirements, signal phasing / mings etc.), however, the
principles of the outline design, which are aligned with the plan vision,
will be maintained i.e. improved public realm spaces, safe controlled
pedestrian crossings etc.



Incorporate the ‘iden ty’ of Castleblayney as an integral part of
the public realm through the ‘country singers crosswalks’.

Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on
The Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on forms an integral part of the
overall Main Street Interven on, which is made up of landscaping improvements, public realm interven ons, parking ra onalisa on and enhanced pedestrian crossing facili es. The Main Street / Monaghan Road
Junc on is key to the delivery of the overall plans for the public realm of
Castleblayney as it is the main entrance to the Town from the east and
north, and it forms a visitors first impression and establishes the standard, quality and priori es of the public realm.
The junc on can be upgraded to a Traﬃc Signals Junc on. Pedestrian
movement will be enhanced through the provision of one full phase for
pedestrian crossings and toucan crossings on all arms, with each crossing 4m wide. Dropped kerbs and tac le paving are to be provided as per
best prac ce. The outline layout includes all these features and provides
for a 52-seater coach, as this junc on is on the bus routes from York
Street to Monaghan Road.

Key Features of the Interven on


Re-engineer the exis ng junc ons to provide improved traﬃc
movements.



Provide for safer pedestrian movements and an enhanced pedestrian environment in line with overall public realm improvements to the length of the Main Street.



Provide a sense of arriving at the Town through the use of landscaping and the provision of a landmark structure at the Monaghan Road Junc on.



Promote vibrancy and vitality along the length of the Main
Street.



Promote greater pedestrian ac vity in the Town Centre.



Facilitate the crea on of a sense of place.

Exis ng Layout ‐ Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on

C

In keeping with the Main Street Interven on, the crosswalks at this juncon will be delineated using paving to represent the faces of famous
Country Music singers. This will not only dis nguish the pedestrian
crossings but will visually connect the junc on with the rest of the Main
Street, providing con nuity from the western to the eastern end of the
Main Street.
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Main Street / York Street Junc on
The Main Street / York Street Junc on is also an integral part of the
overall Main Street Interven on. York Street is the main entrance to
the Town when approaching from the south and as it is a T-junc on,
provides a framed vista of the Main Street and announces entry to the
Town Core for visitors.

Plan ng on the western side will also help integrate this junc on into
the wider Main Street, as well as visually so en this entrance to the
Town. The exis ng underu lised site, immediately west of and fron ng
onto the junc on presents the opportunity to deliver a landmark building should the site be redeveloped in the future. Such a building, in combina on with the plan ng proposals, would act to define this Junc on as
a main entrance to the Town and would ins l a sense of place and
unique iden fy upon entering Castleblayney.

Exis ng Layout ‐ Main Street / York Street Junc on
The junc on can be upgraded by reducing the approach lanes to one
single lane. This would allow for enhanced pedestrian facili es, specifically widened footpaths along York Street, with pedestrian crossings located on the desire lines. The outline layout includes these features, with the stop lines located to accommodate the required bus
turnings.
The enhanced footpaths at this loca on will be hard landscaping in
line with the rest of the Main Street, and will help to seamlessly integrate the reengineered junc on.

Outline Layout ‐ Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on

Outline Layout ‐ Main Street / York Street Junc on
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Key Physical Changes

Outcomes



Re-engineering works to the Main Street / York Street junc on.

The following are the key components of the Plan for the Main Street:



Delivery of a safer pedestrian environment.



The provision of enhanced pedestrian facili es at the Main
Street / York Street junc on.



Re-engineer the Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on to provide
a traﬃc signalled junc on.



Improvement in traﬃc movement at the Main Street / Monaghan Road and the Main Street / York Street Junc ons.





Re-engineer the Main Street / York Street Junc on to single lane
approaches.



Increased pedestrian movements and ac vity for the length of
the Main Street.

Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm, including plan ng, to visually improve the entrance to the Town from
the south and integrate the Main Street / York Street junc on with
the rest of Main Street.



U lisa on of hard landscaping to create ‘country singers crosswalks’ on all three junc on arms, to provide enhanced pedestrian
accessibility and integrate this area with the wider Main Street.



Crea on of a sense of place unique to Castleblayney.



Increased visual interest.



Aesthe c improvement.



High quality, durable, and well-maintained materials.



Crea on of a pedestrian friendly environment through the use of
hard and so landscaping proposals.



U lisa on of so landscaping as a short terms means of visually
improving these entrances to the Town.



Encourage the provision of landmark building to define the Main
Street / Monaghan Road Junc on in the longer term.

Contribu on to the Guiding Principles






Re-engineering of the Junc ons provides for more eﬃcient traﬃc
movement on Main Street and improves pedestrian safety and accessibility.
Turn the length of the Main Street into a strong pedestrianconnected thoroughfare.
Landscaping improves the visual appearance of the western and
southern entrances to the Town.



Delivers a physical and visual connec on to the Town’s Country
Music heritage, that is key to the crea on of a unique iden ty for
Castleblayney.



Provides a high quality urban designed environment.

Projects
This Interven on addresses the re-engineering of the Junc ons, pedestrian crossings, streetscape, street surfaces and hard and so landscaping. There are four key components to the Junc on Upgrades Interven on, the re-engineering of the roads at Main Street / Monaghan
Road and at Main Street / York Street and the improvement to the
public realm through landscaping at both loca ons.
The progression of this Interven on can be approached as a number
of individual projects as follows:

Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on



Re-engineering works to the Main Street / Monaghan Road
junc on.

Phasing



The provision of enhanced pedestrian crossing facili es in the
form of paved pedestrian crosswalks that visually represent the
Town’s Country Music connec on at the Main Street / Monaghan Road junc on.

This Interven on must be viewed in the context of delivering a coherent, high quality public realm for the length of the Main Street. Each
project in this Interven on must be considered in terms of integra on
with, and contribu on to, the projects contained in the Main Street Interven on.



Works and hard and so landscaping to the public realm, including plan ng, to visually improve the entrance to the Town
from the west and integrate the Main Street / Monaghan Road
junc on with the rest of Main Street.

The re-engineered junc ons are the core of the Interven on and any
amendments to the public realm on foot of this will impact the other
projects within the Interven on. The first logical phase of implemen ng
all, or part, of this Interven on is to prepare an Op ons Assessment in

C

order to iden fy the preferred op on for each junc on and to develop
these op ons to “Preliminary Design” stage. Following which the preferred op ons for the two junc ons can be progressed either together
or as two separate road upgrade projects. The op ons progressed will
determine the extent of the hard landscaping at each junc on. Such
landscaping will be consistent with that u lised in the rest of the public
realm on the Main Street.
Landscaping in the form of plan ng at the junc ons is a standalone interven on which would provide an immediate visual improvement and
which could be quickly delivered. Such landscaping must consider and
provide for the re-engineered junc on layouts.
The provision of the ‘country singers crosswalks’ could also be progressed as a stand along project. Provision would have to be made in its
delivery for the re-engineered junc on layouts and integra on with the
wider public realm improvements including hard and so landscaping.
The provision of a landmark building on lands immediately west of the
Main Street / Monaghan Road Junc on will be encouraged as a poten al
long term project.
Cos ng Exemplar
As part of the “Preliminary Design” stage for the junc on upgrades the
details of the works required would be brought forward to a point to
enable ini al cos ng to be calculated. Given the works required are specific to each junc on, it is not possible to provide a cost exemplar for the
‘Outline Designs’ contained in this document.

Main Street / York Street Junc on
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9 Thematic Design Manual
Market Square Material Pale e



Lined and drained granite edged planters filled with growing
medium on a draining bed;

The selec on and use of suitable, serviceable, robust and
appropriate materials is essen al to the delivery of high
quality public realm works. The need to apply compa ble
materials needs to be balanced with the geometry of the
design to facilitate variety within the pale e that is feasible
to accommodate diﬀerent applica ons. The importance of
high quality and robust materials and finishes is essen al in
those areas where concentrated pedestrian foo all, shared
surfaces and vehicular access is encouraged, i.e. the new
public square adjacent to the Courthouse and Main Street



All selected so landscaping block plan ng and semi‐mature
na ve broadleaf trees;



Undergrounding of all services and u li es with draw‐through
service conduits to accessible covered chambers for future
data/communica ons cable provision;



SUDS measures and rainwater drainage outlets and pipework as
required;



Hydraulically operated stainless steel bollards to provide for
controlled vehicular access and deliveries to pedestrian areas;

The selected materials will need to address the unique
architectural heritage and historical context and respond
sympathe cally to the surrounding buildings. Examples of
fixtures and fi ngs in keeping with this theme are provided
in this Thema c Design Manual, the detail of which will be
advanced when each project is brought forward for delivery.
Public Realm Works
The works required to deliver public realm enhancements extend
beyond the physical items such as paving, sea ng and light standards
etc. to ground works including inter alia drainage and undergrounding of
cables etc. Such groundworks are determined by the specific site and
servicing context of an area and the cost associated with same vary
widely from project to project.

Detailed surveys will be required both above and below ground for
each area, as well as detailed designs of all elements and spaces in
order to ascertain the extent of works required to exis ng services,
u li es and infrastructure. Such works will be necessary to
accommodate the finished design and the detailed works and to
provide for safe traﬃc management under DMURS.
An indica ve cost for such public realm works in 2019 is in the range
of €280 – €620 per sq.m.

Granite steps/risers with contras ng grey slabs to level areas

Gradient Terraces
Care will need to be taken in the selec on of surface materials in
rela on to changes in level, edge protec on and slip resistance,
par cularly on ramped surfaces.

Public realm works will generally include the following:


Granite and Limestone surface paving, bollards and steps with
balustrading and edge protec on in brushed stainless steel;



Area ligh ng standards of a high quality design and finish as well as
accent ligh ng below steps, planters and seats and frosted glazed
low energy strip light luminaires in some paved areas;



Seats purpose built with terrazzo on concrete and/or recons tuted
stone with hardwood inlaid seats;

Granite steps/risers with contras ng grey slabs to level areas
Steps formed in granite slabs/risers
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Ground Materials
Ground materials should be selected from a natural stone, or
recons tuted stone material, that is an ‐slip and frost resistant and
robust in par cular where there is a shared surface between cars and
pedestrians. The images opposite represent a pale e of such materials
and based on this a budget price is proposed.
Granite slabs ‐ flamed or hammered finish

While the detailed design for the projects will specify the exact material
to be u lised, budget prices for natural stone are as follows;


Granite slabs—c. €45 per sq.m



Granite se s—c. €40 per sq.m

Granite slabs

Granite se s

Granite se s ‐ silver and grey
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Ligh ng
Ligh ng should be discrete in design so as not to be obtrusive in the
day me. Accent ligh ng can be recessed low energy fi ngs which are
easily accessible for maintenance.
Given the mul tude of ligh ng types, design, manufacturers and
suppliers there is a substan al varia on in price. The ligh ng designer
will be required to determine the number, loca on and required lux and
lumen output levels based on par cular selected lamp/luminaire types.

Recessed low energy downlighters beneath seats

Recessed low energy downlighters beneath steps
Standard mounted low energy area downlights

Recessed toughened glazed low energy ground uplighters

P
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Street Furniture
Street furniture should be simple, modern and contemporary and be
constructed from natural materials where possible. Serviceability and
durability should be key to material selec on and design. A common
pale e and design should be applied generally, with stone bollards
where fixed and stainless steel where access may be required later for
servicing and maintenance of areas.
The images opposite represent a pale e of street furniture and a budget
cos ngs for each street furniture item;
 Stainless steel hydraulic bollards—c. €4,000 unit


Solid silver granite bollards—c. €500 unit

 Purpose designed polished terrazzo seat on concrete base c. €1,000
 Purpose designed recons tuted stone seats and planters—c.

€1,000/€400 ea. respec vely.
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10 Implementation
The implementa on of this Public Realm and Economic Strat‐
egy will occur progressively, but ideally will not exceed a 5‐10
year period in order to maximise the benefits of the inter‐
ven ons contained herein to Castleblayney. Each step of the
process will require careful on‐going management and en‐
gagement with stakeholders. The coordina on of the pro‐
posals across a range of stakeholders and funding partners
will be necessary to achieve the full implementa on of the
vision ar culated in this document.

The tables in this sec on set out the main elements of the proposed
interven ons. Works are proposed to be staged to priori se upgrades
to Main Street, as this is likely to have the most immediate impact.
Other works that could represent ‘quick wins’ are also priori sed.
Funding is primarily the responsibility of Monaghan County Council.
However, as stated in Sec on 6 Economic Strategy, four new funds
have been established by the Government, to which Monaghan Coun‐
ty Council could apply, par cularly where partner organisa ons have
been iden fied.

No.

Market Square

Project

Delivery Partners

Council Roles and Delivery Re‐
quirements
Planning, Conserva on, Herit‐
age, Design, Funding

Priority

1

Renova on

Conserva on works to the Market House building

Monaghan County Council
The Heritage Council

2

Public Realm

Landscaping works to improve the ground features on Market Square ‐ hard and so
landscaping

Monaghan County Council
Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee
Local businesses

Planning, Urban Design, Funding

Short to Medium Term

3

Transport

Introduc on of Coach Parking spaces on Market Square

Monaghan County Council
Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee
Local businesses

Planning, Transport, Roads, En‐
gineering

Short Term

No.

Main Street

Project

Delivery Partners

Priority

1

Public Realm

Tree plan ng along the length of Main Street

Monaghan County Council

Council Roles and Delivery Re‐
quirements
Planning, Environment, Herit‐
age, Conserva on, Funding

2

Public Realm

Works to the Main Street consis ng of hard and so landscaping (renova on of foot‐
paths, addi on of sea ng, resurfacing of roadway)

Monaghan County Council
Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee
Castleblayney Tidy Towns

Planning, Roads, Urban Design,
Funding

Short Term

3

Public Realm

Addi on of crosswalks to represent Country Music Heritage

Monaghan County Council
Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee
Fáilte Ireland

Planning, Design, Roads, Fund‐
ing

Short to Medium Term

4

Parking

Redesign of parking provision on Main Street to coincide with public realm develop‐
ments

Monaghan County Council
Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Planning, Roads, Design, Fund‐
ing

Short Term

Medium Term (subject
to further studies)

Short to Medium Term

C

No.

Backlands

Project

Delivery Partners

1

Public Realm

Green landscaping scheme in exis ng car parks ‐ addi on of tree and flower plan ng

2

Public Realm

Works to improve pedestrian linkages with the Main Street ‐ addi on of signage and
ligh ng

3

Public Realm

Provision of new pedestrian linkages from Backlands to Main Street

Monaghan County Council
Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee
Tidy Towns
Monaghan County Council
Castleblayney Regenera on Commi ee
Castleblayney Tidy Towns
Monaghan County Council
Landowners

4

Parking

Extension of exis ng car parking to south of Main Street

5

Traﬃc

No.
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Council Roles and Delivery Re‐
quirements
Planning, Environment, Design,
Funding

Priority

Planning, Roads, Heritage, De‐
sign, Funding

Short Term

Planning, Land Acquisi on, De‐
sign, Funding

Short to Medium Term

Planning, Land Assembly, De‐
sign

Medium Term

Provision of direc onal signage for vehicular traﬃc

Monaghan County Council
Landowners
Local businesses
Monaghan County Council

Planning, Roads, Heritage, De‐
sign

Short Term

Lough Muckno

Project

Delivery Partners

Priority

1

Public Realm

Provision of new linkages from Market Square and Main Street to Lough Muckno

2

Public Realm

Hard and so landscaping works to facilitate the development of new linkages

Monaghan County Council
Landowners
Monaghan County Council

Council Roles and Delivery Re‐
quirements
Planning, Design, Funding, Land
Assembly
Planning, Design, Funding

3

Public Realm

Integrate new areas into Lough Muckno cycle and footpath network

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Environment, Parks,
Roads, Transport, Design

Medium Term

4

Amenity Develop‐
ments

Development of a series of individual amenity areas within the area of Lough Muckno

Monaghan County Council
Fáilte Ireland

Planning, Environment, Herit‐
age, Parks, Design

Medium Term

No.

Junc on Upgrades

Project

Delivery Partners

Priority

1

Transport

Re‐engineering works to Main Street / Monaghan Road junc on

Monaghan County Council

Council Roles and Delivery Re‐
quirements
Planning, Transport, Roads, En‐
gineering, Design, Funding

2

Transport

Re‐engineering works to Main Street / York Street junc on

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Transport, Roads, En‐
gineering, Design, Funding

Short‐Medium Term

4

Public Realm

Works, hard and so landscaping and plan ng to both junc ons

Monaghan County Council

Planning, Design, Funding

Medium Term

Short Term

Short Term
Short Term

Short‐Medium Term
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Project Costs Guide
Below is a table which demonstrates a range of cos ngs for the pro‐
posed Interven ons described within this Plan. These cos ngs are based
on the outline materials costs within the Thema c Design Manual of this
Plan which have been calculated against an approximate site area to
give a lower, middle and upper range for overall costs. The approximate
areas for the below projects have been based on the drawings contained
within this Plan.

Project Name

Approximate Area
(subject to varia on)

Lower Range

Middle Range

Upper Range

Cost per sqm

Material and
Labour Cost

Adjusted + 35%
VAT, Fees, Etc.

Cost per sqm

Material and
Labour Cost

Adjusted + 35%
VAT, Fees, Etc.

Cost per sqm

Material and
Labour Cost

Adjusted + 35%
VAT, Fees, Etc.

Main Street

8,424 sqm

€280.00

€2,358,720

€3,184,272

€450.00

€3,790,800

€5,117,580

€620.00

€5,222,880

€7,050,888

Market Square

2,716 sqm

€280.00

€760,480

€1,026,648

€450.00

€1,222,200

€1,649,970

€620.00

€1,683,920

€2,273,292

C

Outline of Project Cos ngs
These cos ngs have been developed to give an understanding of the
overall scale of the proposed Interven ons and the cost implica ons
that may follow. To progress these projects further, detailed design
briefs must be drawn up including detailed Part 8 drawings and other
suppor ng material. A more specific cost range can then be compiled by
a designated professional based on the nature and scale of the proposed
project.
It is also important to note that the figures shown in the Cost Table are
based on figures which generally reflect current market rates.

Delivery
It may be favourable to deliver these projects on a phased basis as con‐
struc on works may cause disrup on in the day‐to‐day running of the
Town. Should these projects be delivered separately, there may be a
cost implica on ed to this in terms of preliminaries in rela on to the
se ng up and taking down of all construc on material to allow for the
normal func on of the Town to take place. In this case, the cost of a pro‐
ject may be looking towards the upper range of cost es mate provided
here.

Risk
A number of risks may also be associated to each project which would
aﬀect the overall cost. Some examples of these risks have been set out
below;


Underground Services/Structures



Above Ground Condi ons



Stakeholder Agreement



Timing



Phasing



Scale of Project

Before commencing any project, it is important to ascertain key infor‐
ma on regarding the poten al risks set out here.
Appropriate surveys and studies should be carried out on a poten al
site area to determine the quality of the ground condi ons and, if re‐
quired, to determine what underground services may be located on
site. In this case, it may be advisable to consult service providers to
make the appropriate allowance.
Engaging in a stakeholder consulta on process prior to the com‐
mencement of any development is vital to ensure that the end users
and facilitators of the project are suitably consulted to a ain a general
agreement to the scope of works at hand.
The ming in respect to the commencement of development should
be carefully thought out from a cost perspec ve to ensure that the
project meline is not halted at any stage due to unforeseen or over‐
looked circumstances regarding the use of the site area, e.g. Christmas
public holiday period.
The poten al need for the phasing of developments has been dis‐
cussed in the ‘Delivery’ sec on of this chapter.
In terms of the scale of a project, the value for money factor will be
aﬀected. Essen ally, a larger project will be able to spread costs over
a larger area and may gain a lower cost per sqm as a result.
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