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Tree Pit in Hard

Galvanised tree grille support frame set on
concrete haunch.

Root director, medium.

Proprietary strapped anchor system with
drive in ground anchors.

Base to be level and free draining or with
positive drainage connection as required.

RootRain precinct irrigation system or
equal approved

Blueton Stainless Steel Tree Grille 2000 x 2000 mm
steel tree grille.

StrataCell structure loaded with RootSoil or equal
approved

Proprietary double inlet aeration/irrigation
system. If required paving to be neatly core
cut to accept.

Drainage layer - 100mm depth of
clean angular stone.

Plastic open reinforcing mesh, 20mm aperture
laid below and sides of cell structure.
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refer to GA for adjacent paving surfaces

Sub base and make up below
strata cells to Engineers
specification and requirements.

Sides and base of excavation to be
broken up to remove compaction /
smearing caused by excavation
operations. Tree pit to be checked prior
to planting tree to ensure it is
free-draining and not below watertable.
If not free-draining.
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Twin wall geonet laid over RootCells
or equaled approved

D07 - Soft Landscape DSN

60
0

1/
3 

ov
er

al
l h

ei
gh

t o
f t

re
e 

ab
ov

e 
gr

ou
nd

Square tree pit to be excavated 50% wider than rootball in width and to a depth equal to the depth of the rootball.
Notionally 750x750mm square x 500mm deep for extra heavy standard trees - dependant on supplied rootball size from
nursery.

Sides and base of excavation to be broken up to remove compaction / smearing caused by excavation operations.
Tree pit to be checked prior to planting tree to ensure it is free-draining and not below watertable.  If not
free-draining, appropriate drainage to soakaway or positive drainage connection must be installed before planting.

Contractor to notify landscape architect when tree pits are excavated to allow inspection of the pit prior to planting.

Trees to be triple staked with 75mm Ø pressure treated stakes, to be pre-stained off site with two coats wood stain,
colour - 'Catalina Grey'. Stake to be 1/3 of the overall height of the tree above ground, and long enough to be driven at
least 600mm into the ground below the base of the tree pit excavation. Stakes to be positioned opposite one another
and in-line with the prevailing wind. All stake tops to line through level.

Tree to be secured to each stake using 25mm reinforced rubber tree belt threaded through 300x25mm plastic spacer
sleeve, by TOMS [www.jtoms.co.uk] or equal and approved. Tree belt to be secured to each stake with 2no. galvanised
clout nails.

Bottom of tree pit should be backfilled with sub-soil from the excavation taking care to ensure it is clean, weed-free, and
free-draining.

All backfill should be placed in layers not exceeding 300mm. Each layer to be lightly consolidated before placing
subsequent layer. Backfill [top-soil and sub-soil] should incorporate Broadleaf P4 Water Retention Granules at a rate of
1g/litre of backfill.
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Top 300mm of tree pit should be backfilled with 70% top-soil from the excavation, taking care to ensure it is clean,
weed-free, and free-draining and 30% peat free compost.

Tree to be planted at the nursery line.
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Soil mound to aid watering to encircle tree [centred on trunk] approximately 150mm tall. Diameter of mound to match
width of tree pit excavation.  Centre of mound to be mulched with 50mm deep Ornamental Bark Chips by Scotbark
[www.scotbarkuk.com] or similar and approved. A mulch free zone of 100mm should be maintained around the trunk of
the tree.
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Tree Planting in Soft Landscape

Root Rain Urban by Green Blue Urban [www.greenblue.com] or similar and approved, irrigation/aeration system
installed around the guyed rootball. Ensure inlet is slightly above finished surrounding ground level.

TOPSOIL GENERAL
Imported multi purpose topsoil to be provided to all planting areas to meet  meet any shortfall in required minimum depths set out
opposite and the specification within BS3882:2015 Quantity and requirements to be determined following testing of site won topsoil
stockpiles.

Topsoil maximum stone size:
- Max Stone Size 20mm

Storing / placing / handling / preparing for topsoil
- Topsoil to be stored and handled following recommendations set out within Annex A of BS3882:2015 (Recommendations for

stripping, handling and preparing topsoil)

SUBSOIL
- Imported subsoil to be provided to meet any shortfall in required minimum depths set out opposite.
- Subsoil to meet requirements of 'BS 8601:2013 Specification for subsoil and requirements for use.'
- Quantity and requirements to be determined following testing of site won Subsoil stockpiles.

Storing / placing / handling / of subsoil
- Subsoil to be stored and handled following recommendations set out within Annex A of BS3882:2015 (Recommendations for

stripping, handling and preparing topsoil)
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Refer to GA for location(s) and planting
tables for species, size and density

75mm layer of  horticultural potting grit.

300mm deep topsoil.

Thoroughly brake up base to a depth of 150mm
and ensure free draining soil structure is achieved.
Apply 25g of slow release fertilizer per planting pit.

Note: Refer to GA for location(s) and planting tables for species, size and density
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Minimum 300mm deep subsoil.
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S1/S2/S3 Shrub and Herbaceous Mixes

Bulbs planted 80 - 150mm below grade level with bulb Shoot facing upwards.
Refer to planting specification for densities and planting depths by species.Plant
in drifts and at random intervals for a naturalistic effect.  Refer to typical planting

plans for details and GA's for locations.

Typical Section

1. This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all other
drawings and specifications.

2. Do not scale off this drawing.  Written dimensions to be
taken only.

3. Any discrepancies found between this drawing and other
drawings and specifications in the construction
documents must be referred to the Landscape Architect
prior to work commencing.

4. This drawing must not be copied in whole or in part
without prior written consent of Optimised Environments
Ltd.

5. Survey information is based upon aspect surveyors
Topographical as Survey.
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