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1 The Need for the Scheme 

1.1 Background 

The N2 Dublin – Derry National Primary Route is a main arterial route linking 
Dublin to County Donegal.  It passes the major hubs of Monaghan Town, Omagh, 
Strabane and links Letterkenny, Dungannon and Derry.  As it passes through 
Northern Ireland, the N2 becomes the A5.  The proposed N2 Monaghan to 
Emyvale Road Improvement Works refers to an 8.5km section of the N2 north of 
Monaghan Town.  This section of road is single carriageway road. It currently 
carries significant traffic volumes with large proportions of heavy goods vehicles, 
has substandard vertical and horizontal alignments and has a poor accident 
history. Refer to Appendix A: Scheme Location Map and Site Boundary, which 
illustrates the N2 between Monaghan Town and Emyvale. 

In the mid -1990’s realignment of the N2 was proposed as the second part of the 
Monaghan to Emyvale Road Realignment Scheme. The first phase consisted of 
the Monaghan Town Bypass which was opened to the public in 2006.  Part two, 
the Monaghan to Emyvale road realignment, received Part VIII planning. 
However the CPO has not been served. 

In recent years a decision was taken to upgrade the A5 in Northern Ireland 
between Aughnacloy and Derry.  The A5 is being progressed and the preferred 
scheme was announced in July 2009.  The scheme proposed is a dual carriageway 
cross section and is currently proceeding through the statutory approval process in 
Northern Ireland.   

Following on from the decision to upgrade the A5 in Northern Ireland, the 
previously proposed N2 Monaghan to Emyvale Road Realignment was reviewed 
as part of the larger N2 Clontibret to Northern Ireland Border scheme. The N2 
Clontibret to the Northern Ireland Border Scheme supersedes the previous 
proposed route for the realignment of the N2 between Monaghan Town and 
Emyvale. 

The N2 between Clontibret Village and Monaghan Town has previously been 
improved and has benefited from overlay schemes in 2008 and 2010.  Monaghan 
Town was bypassed in 2006.  The N2 north of Emyvale village to the Northern 
Ireland border has previously been realigned and carriageway improvement works 
and an overlay have been undertaken over the past 5 years.  

Phase 1 of the N2 Monaghan Town and Emyvale Road Improvement Works has 
been constructed, Phases 2 and 4 are currently under construction and Phase 3 has 
received Part VIII Planning.   

The 300m section of the N2 through the village of Corracrin has not been subject 
to any major improvement works.  The existing road has: 

 Substandard vertical alignment, with curves of substandard radius; 

 Limited forward visibility and substandard stopping sight distance; 

 The L5250 Mullaghpeak, local road has substandard visibility and no 
provision for right turning movements off the N2; and 
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 No dedicated cycling facility exists through the village. There is a footpath 
provision on one side of the village only with sub-standard widths in places. 

Given the current status of the N2 Clontibret to the Northern Ireland Border 
scheme, the existing N2 will continue to be used as the N2 Dublin-Derry National 
Primary Route for a number of years to come.  This section of road was given a 
medium-high risk rating in the 2008 EuroRAP report. It lists 41 serious or fatal 
collisions occurred on the N2 between the years of 2002 and 2006. It is proposed 
to undertake road improvements on this section of the N2 under the NRA’s 
Pavement and Minor Improvement works to improve the safety and efficiency of 
the road for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians. 

1.2 The Proposed Scheme 

The proposed “N2 Monaghan to Emyvale Road Improvement” project aims to 
provide interim road safety and travel quality improvements on the existing N2 
national primary road between Monaghan Town and Emyvale village. 

The project has been broken into four sub-phases to facilitate design, construction 
and multi-annual funding.  The first phase of the minor realignment works 
continue for a distance of 1.52km from the Townland of Derrynagrew to the 
Townland of Kilnadreen, directly north of Monaghan Town.  The second phase 
ties in to the north of Phase 1 which started construction in 2010.  Phase 2 
involves the realignment and widening of 1.5km of the N2 between the townlands 
of Coolkill East and Mullabrack.  Phase 4 is similar to Phase 2 in its proposed 
works.  Phase 3 is approximately 2.5km.  The proposed road cross section is a 
single carriageway 3.5m lanes, hard strips of 0.5m, 0.15m widening on bends and 
verges both sides of carriageway. This provides an 8.0m pavement width of Type 
2 Single (S2), where it becomes 8.3m on bends. There is also a proposed 
segregated hard surface for pedestrian and cyclist use. 

The proposed works through Corracrin Village are to connect Phase 4 and 3 as 
described above and involves the following: 

 Improvement of the vertical alignment to remove sub-standard curves; 

 Traffic Calming measures to reduce vehicle speeds through the village; 

 The provision of a right turn lane at the  L5250 Mullaghpeak local road 
Junction; 

 The provision of pedestrian and cycling facilities to tie in with the 
facilities proposed on the adjacent sections of the N2 and to provide safer 
access for non-motorised road users to the Church and School; 

 The improvement of sightline visibility at the L5250 Mullaghpeak local 
road Junction; and 

 The improvement of kerbing, footways, drainage and pavement through 
the village. 
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2 Proposed Development 

The objective of the proposed Corracrin Village Improvement Works is to 
complete the N2 works proposed in Phases 4 and 3 and tie the two schemes 
together.  

The road improvement works will be undertaken with reference to the National 
Roads Authority (NRA) Design Manual for Road and Bridges (DMRB) and 
Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets.  The location and extent of all of the 
phases is shown in Appendix A. The location of this proposed preliminary design 
is detailed in N2-P-000-101, N2-P-000-102 and N2-P-000-103 in Appendix A. 

The proposed road cross section is a single carriageway and is detailed in 
drawings N2-P-100-201 in Appendix B.  There are also pedestrian and cyclist 
facilities proposed as shown in drawing N2-P-100-101 in Appendix B. 

The vertical alignment is to be improved to provide sight visibility splays at the 
L5250 Mullaghpeak local road Junction and to facilitate adequate forward 
stopping sight distance. Drawings of the proposed vertical alignment entitled 
“Proposed Plan Layout Vertical Alignment” @ Scale 1:1,000 (A1) are included in 
Appendix B. 

There is one major watercourse in the scope of the works. Interceptor ditches have 
been incorporated into the proposed realignment. Due to the topography of the 
N2, these ditches are located predominantly on the west of the mainline. These 
will then outfall into existing watercourses. The existing Gortmoney Bridge at the 
southern end of the village will need to be replaced to cater for the widened cross 
section of the proposed scheme. All relevant statutory bodies will be consulted at 
Detailed Design stage in relation to the replacement of this structure to ensure that 
all hydraulic and environmental requirements are satisfied. 

The new structure will be designed at Detailed Design stage. Construction will be 
in accordance with the requirements of the relevant fishery bodies and Guidelines 
for the Crossing of Watercourses During the Construction of National Road 
Schemes by the NRA, the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, Office of Public 
Works, the National Parks and Wildlife Service and all other relevant bodies. 

Permanent fencing will be erected along the proposed scheme where existing field 
boundaries are impacted in accordance with RCD/300/1.  Permanent agricultural 
fencing will be timber post and rail with mesh facing.  Where temporary fencing 
is required to facilitate construction of the works, it will consist of timber post and 
wire fencing. Fencing and wall types to the front of dwellings where required will 
be agreed as part of the accommodation works with landowners. 

Ecological and Environmental studies have been undertaken to identify the impact 
of the proposed development – refer to Section 4.0 of this document and 
Appendix F for further information. 

Appropriate sight visibility splays and approach gradients are to be provided at 
accesses and sideroads.  In addition, right turn provisions at the L5250 
Mullaghpeak local road, are to be incorporated into the realigned route. Appendix 
B contains details of the proposed junction layout.  

A Stage 1 Road Safety Audit has been undertaken on the proposed development 
in accordance with HD19/12 of the NRA DMRB.  The completed Stage 1 Road 
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Safety Audit Report is contained in Appendix C.  As the proposed scheme 
undergoes detailed design, a Stage 2 Road Safety Audit will be undertaken. A 
Stage 3 Road Safety Audit will also be undertaken upon completion of the works. 

The finished road will be surfaced with Hot Rolled Asphalt and appropriate road 
markings and road studs will be provided. 

 

3 Extent of the Proposed Development 

3.1 Townlands affected by the proposed development 

Townlands affected by this proposed development are as follows: 

 Corracrin; and 

 Gortmoney. 

The location and extent of the works is shown in Appendix A. 

3.2 Access to the N2 

It is not proposed to restrict any existing access to the proposed realigned and 
improved N2 National Primary Road.  The existing junction will be retained.  
Sight visibility splays from the L5250 Mullaghpeak local road onto the N2, will 
be secured and right turning facilities are proposed.  Minor realignment of the 
L5250 Mullaghpeak side road will be required in order to tie into the proposed 
realigned N2. 

3.2.1 L5250 Mullaghpeak Junction 

The existing junction of the L5250 Mullaghpeak local road is located on the 
southern side of Corracrin village. At present the junction is located within a 
speed restricted zone of 60km/h. The verge to the south, and the setback of the 
fenceline to the north of this local road provide motorists with clear visibility 
splays from the junction to the mainline. 

The design of the L5250 Mullaghpeak local road includes a minor realignment to 
tie in with the realigned N2. It is intended that a ghost island be provided for right 
turning traffic from the N2 onto the L5250 Mullaghpeak local road. The creation 
of a right turning bay will reduce congestion and the risk of collision. The 
alignment of the N2 either side of the junction is non-overtaking and will be 
signed and road marked as such, which will result in reduced risk for motorists 
turning onto the N2. 

3.3 Impact on Land and Property 

3.3.1 Impact on Non Agricultural Property 

The proposed scheme will vertically realign the road to improve visibility and will 
also provide pedestrian and cycling facilities.  This will have an impact on non-
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agricultural properties. While the proposed road improvements will have an 
impact on the gardens and curtilage of residential properties and the local school, 
the proposed development will not require the demolition of any non-agricultural 
properties. 

Where residential accesses off the existing N2 are being directly or indirectly 
impacted, revised access arrangements from the existing N2 will be provided with 
reference to current NRA DMRB, DTTS DMURS and Monaghan County 
Development Plan Standards.  Appendix B contains details of the side road access 
arrangement at the L5250 Mullaghpeak local road junction and accesses directly 
affected by the proposed works.  Where necessary, accommodation works will be 
arranged with each affected property owner on a case by case basis. 

A list of non-agricultural properties directly impacted by the proposed 
development is given in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 – Directly Impacted Non-Agricultural Properties 

Chainage 

(m) 

Location relative to N2 
Mainline 

Owners Impact & Proposed 
Mitigation Measures 
(Where Applicable) 

0+000 to 0+090 Western Side 138 Existing hedge 
boundary will be 
removed and setback. 

0+080 to 0+120 Eastern Side St. Patrick’s 
Church 

Landtake from wooded 
area. New timber post 
and rail boundary will 
be erected to tie into 
the existing boundary 
wall in front of the 
church.  

0+250 to 0+320 Eastern Side Corracrin National 

School 

 

Landtake in front of 
school. Proposed 
mitigation measures 
include a new 
boundary wall and 
secure fencing adjacent 
to football pitch. 

3.3.2 Impact on Agricultural Lands 

The proposed scheme will have an impact on agricultural land where the existing 
property is located within the proposed line of the road improvement works. 

Where existing agricultural accesses/farm gates off the existing N2 are being 
directly or indirectly impacted, revised access arrangements from the realigned N2 
will be provided with reference to current NRA DMRB, Monaghan County 
Development Plan Standards and in consultation with the landowners.  In many 
cases this will improve the safety of the existing accesses as a verge facility will 
be available for farm machinery to pull into when accessing lands and sight 
distances will be improved. 

A list of agricultural properties directly impacted by the proposed development is 
given in Table 2 below. 
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Table 2 – Directly Impacted Agricultural Properties 

Chainage 

(m) 

Location relative to N2 
Mainline 

Owners Impact & Proposed 
Mitigation Measures 
(Where Applicable) 

0+000 to 0+060 Eastern Side 137 Agricultural Landtake. 
New timber post and 
rail fence boundary will 
be erected at the new 
road boundary. 

0+000 to 0+090 Western Side 138 Agricultural Landtake. 
New timber post and 
rail fence boundary will 
be erected at the new 
road boundary. 

 

4 Environment 

4.1 Overview 

The proposed development is a road improvement project.  The overall road 
improvements are approximately 8.5km in length (Phases 1 to 4). 

With reference to Article 8 of the Roads Regulations, 1994 (Road development 
prescribed for the purposes of Section 50(1)(a) of the Roads Act, 1993), An 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required for “The construction of a new 
road of four or more lanes, or the realignment or widening of an existing road so 
as to provide four or more lanes, where such new, realigned or widened road 
would be eight kilometres or more in length in a rural area, or 500 metres or more 
in length in an urban area”. 

While the proposed road improvement project (Phases 1 – 4) extends to 
approximately 8km in length, only two lanes will be provided over the length of 
the project.  Monaghan County Council has, on the basis of the above, determined 
an EIS is not required for the proposed road improvements. 

Where a proposed road development would be located on certain environmental 
sites the road authority shall decide whether the proposed road development 
would be likely to have significant effects on the environment.  As per Section 
50(1) (d) of the Roads Act, 1993, as inserted by Art.  14(a) of the EIA 
(Amendment) Regulations, 1999, the sites concerned are: 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

A site notified in accordance with Regulation 4 of the European Communities 

(Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997 (S.I.  No.  94 of 1997) 

Special Protection Area 

A site where consultation has been initiated in accordance with Article 5 of 

Council Directive 92/43/EC of 21 May, 1992, on the conservation of natural 

habitats and of wild flora and fauna. 

A Nature Reserve within the meaning of sections 15 or 16 of the Wildlife Act, 

1976. 
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Refuge for Fauna under section 17 of the Wildlife Act, 1976. 

An Appropriate Assessment (AA) screening report undertaken by the Monaghan 
County Council has determined that the proposed development does not have a 
direct impact on any of the above listed areas of protection.  A copy of the 
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report is contained in Appendix D. 

4.2 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Although an Environmental Impact Statement is not required for this development 
it was considered informative to have regard to Schedule 6 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001, in ascertaining the environmental consequences 
of the proposed development. 

To determine the environmental consequences of the proposed development, a 
number of specialist consultants were appointed to review the proposed overall 
scheme, identify existing conditions, identify likely impacts and propose measures 
to mitigate against these impacts. 

These specialist consultants studied the area between Monaghan Town and 
Emyvale as a whole and determined the environmental constraints and the 
required mitigation measures for the N2 Monaghan Town to Emyvale 
Realignment Scheme. These studies incorporated the area of the Corracrin Village 
Improvement Works and are outlined in this Section 4 of the report. 

4.2.1 Heritage and Archaeology 

Monaghan County Council’s Heritage Officer and NRA Archaeologist Mr. Niall 
Roycroft undertook heritage and archaeological assessments of the proposed 
works area.  These reports are contained in Appendix E to this planning 
application. 

4.2.1.1 Heritage 

Mr Niall Roycroft (NRA Archaeologist) carried out a desktop survey and a site 
visit for the proposed scheme on the 28th January 2011.   

Anketell Grove was built by the Anketell family in 1781 and the extent of the 
demesne is not clearly marked on the NIAH (National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage) mapping. The boundary wall and entrance to this demense shall be 
maintained. 

It is Monaghan County Council’s intention to comply with the recommendations 
of the Heritage officer’s and NRA Archaeologist’s report. 

4.2.1.2 Archaeology 

Monaghan County Council Roads Section contacted the National Roads Authority 
(NRA) Archaeological Department in relation to carrying out a review of the 
proposed overall N2 realignment scheme.  The NRA Archaeology section “is 
responsible for the management of the archaeological implications of national 
road projects”. 
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A desktop survey and a site visit for the proposed scheme on the 28th January 
2011.  The Archaeological survey and site visit identified the following sites of 
interest on the proposed scheme: 

 St Patricks Catholic Church, Corracrin 

This church was built circa 1811 with more recent additions.  The proposed route 
does not impact on this church. See Appendix E for further information. 

4.2.2 Ecology, Freshwater, Bird, Large Mammal and Bat 

Reports 

Flynn Furney Environmental Consultants were appointed to undertake Ecology, 
Freshwater Ecology, Bird, Large Mammal and Bat Surveys and reports.  A copy 
of Flynn Furney Environmental Consultant’s Reports is contained in Appendix F. 

The main findings of these reports are: 

 No designated Areas for Conservation lie within or will be affected by the 
proposed scheme;  

 An environmental operating plan should be drawn up or the site in accordance 
with guidance given by the NRA; 

 The proposed scheme will not significantly impact upon any rare, threatened, 
protected plant or terrestrial mammal species; 

 The watercourse to be crossed, as part of the works, is not of salmonid 
standard and are not under any statutory designation; 

 No badger territory will be impacted by the proposed works; 

 During the bird survey six “amber list “and a single ‘Red Listed’ species 
(Lapwing) were recorded. Impacts on bird population may be mitigated by 
correct timing of works, supervision of clearance in sensitive areas and 
replacement of lost habitat with native species; and 

 Four bat species were recorded within the routes vicinity. All have 
“favourable Status” in the Republic of Ireland. Mitigation measures outlined 
include removal of vegetation is to be limited as possible, correct timing of the 
works, and where large mature trees with ivy and hollows are felled, they will 
be felled under correct supervision and left for 24 hours. Other mitigation 
measures include, compensatory and replacement habitat provision and 
observance of good practice in any lighting schemes during the works. 

For further details on the above please refer to the Flynn Furney Environmental 
Consultant’s Reports contained in Appendix F. 

Flynn Furney Environmental Consultants Reports also identified potential minor 
and moderate impacts the scheme may have on Ecology, Freshwater Ecology, 
Birds, Large Mammals and Bats.  A number of other recommendations to mitigate 
against potential impacts are listed in these reports.  It is the Monaghan County 
Council intention to comply with the recommendations of these reports. 
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4.2.3 Noise Assessment  

The proposed scheme will not increase traffic volumes on the road and the 
proposed scheme does not bring the road significantly closer to any noise 
receptors. Monaghan County Council anticipates Noise Quality will not decrease 
as a result of the scheme, however, during construction there shall be minor 
adverse impacts on Noise Quality caused by construction works. This will be 
mitigated against by the enforcement of maximum noise levels allowed by the 
Contractor and restrictions in the times and days during which the Contractor may 
carry out works. 

4.2.4 Human Beings and Air Quality 

The existing N2 through Corracrin Village is substandard in terms of carriageway 
width, vertical alignments, limited forward visibility and stopping sight distance.  
The proposed scheme aims to improve the vertical profile of the existing N2 by 
vertical realignment.  The proposed scheme will involve the purchase of some 
lands, this will be minimised to have the least possible impact on landowners. 

The proposed scheme will not increase traffic volumes on the road but will 
provide an improved road alignment, forward visibility, stopping sight distance 
and a consistent road surface in accordance with the National Roads Authority 
(NRA) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB).  This will provide a safer 
route for all road users. 

Monaghan County Council anticipates Air Quality will not decrease as a result of 
the scheme, however, during construction there shall be minor adverse impacts on 
Air Quality caused by dust.  This will be mitigated against by use of dust 
suppression when necessary. 

4.2.5 Landscaping  

Due to the nature of the proposed development, the road improvement scheme 
will require the removal of some mature trees and lengths of existing hedgerows 
to facilitate widening of the road.  Where feasible, existing mature trees and 
hedgerows will be retained and will be protected during construction works. 

A very small conifier plantation will be affected by the works immediately north 
of the L5250 Mullaghpeak Local Road to the east of the N2 and an ash beech 
treeline on the west side of the alignment.  A number of ornamental or garden 
trees on the western side of the N2 will be lost at Anketell Grove.  These include 
birch, semi-mature horse chestnut, poplar, sycamore and conifers. Where possible, 
compensatory planting will be included in Phase 3 of the N2 Monaghan Town to 
Emyvale Realignment Scheme. 

In general where existing hedgerows are removed due to the proposed scheme a 
new hedgerow will be planted alongside the scheme boundary fenceline. It is also 
proposed to grass seed the embankments and soft verges.  The scope for large-
scale landscaping is limited by the fact the project consists of road improvement 
works and the proposed road improvements follow the line of the existing road 
and attempt to limit the required landtake and the impact on existing properties as 
much as possible 



Monaghan County Council N2 Monaghan Town to Emyvale Road Improvements 

Part 8 Application Description of Proposed Development - Corracrin Village 
 

  | Issue 2 | 18 April 2013 

\\DUBNTS03\DUBLIN_JOBS\218000\218692-00\4. INTERNAL PROJECT DATA\4-04 REPORTS\4-04-03 INFRASTRUCTURE\PART 8\CORRACRIN PART 8 REPORT_ISSUE 

2.DOCX 

Page10 

 

4.2.6 Interrelationship of the Above Factors 

The proposed development will result in the provision of a high quality and 
consistent road, with good quality road surface which meets current horizontal 
and vertical geometric requirements, appropriate sight visibility splays from 
junctions and accesses, forward visibility in accordance with current design 
standards and improved road safety. The completed road project will provide 
benefits to all road users.  The proposed scheme will have minor impacts on the 
environment and mitigation measures are proposed where appropriate. 

 




