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Further Enquiries
All queries, questionnaires or comments in relation 
to this project may be addressed to:

Con McCrossan 
Monaghan County Council 
Roads Department (N2 Clontibret to NI Border), 
Mtek 2 Building, 
Knockaconny, 
Monaghan, 
Co. Monaghan

Tel. +353 (0)47 30558

What Happens Next?

A detailed route selection study will commence and the route corridors being presented here will be assessed in accordance 
with the Stage 2 Project Appraisal procedure using the 5 common appraisal criteria of:

 • Economy;
 • Safety;
 • Environment;
 • Accessibility & Social Inclusion; and
 • Integration.

A Preferred Route Corridor has not been identified at this stage. It is envisaged that the Stage 2 appraisal will be complete by the 
end of 2010 at which time the Preferred Route Corridor will be announced and a public display will be held. It must be emphasised 
that the Preferred Route Corridor may be one of the proposed route corridors, an amalgamation of parts from more than one route 
option or an altered alignment involving one or more options.

Your Views are Important
Monaghan County Council wishes to consider all viewpoints in relation to the Scheme and the route corridors being examined.

This is your opportunity to take part in the planning of the N2 Clontibret to Northern Ireland Border Road Scheme and your time 
spent on communicating your views would be appreciated. Detailed consideration shall be given to the comments and submission 
received.

Please examine the route corridors and let your views be known. You can either complete the accompanying comment sheet or 
write to the address shown using the freepost envelope provided by 7th August 2010.

All submissions received are a matter of public record, and as such are liable to be accessed and inspected by any member of the 
public under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 1997 & 2003.

The Act, however, provides that such a record may be exempt from disclosure and access, if there is an understanding between the 
local authority and you, that the information supplied is given in confidence and on the understanding that it would be treated as 
confidential. If you wish to have your submission treated in this manner please clearly indicate this using the selection box provided 
on the comment sheet.
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Need for the Scheme
The N2 National Primary Route is a strategic corridor which links Dublin to Northern Ireland and the 
border counties. The N2 joins the A5 route at the border to provide linkage with Derry and Donegal. 
The N2 also links many towns and villages along its route.

Transport 21, the capital investment framework for transport development over the period 2006 
to 2015, identifies this section of the N2 as a strategic route to be upgraded.

Benefits of the Scheme
This Scheme will: 

 • Improve road safety;
 • Reduce travel times;
 • Reduce congestion and traffic volumes, particularly in Emyvale and around Monaghan Town;
 • Improve access between Donegal, Monaghan and Dublin, facilitating business, trade and   

 tourism; and
 • Improve links between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

Consultation Objectives
Following on from the first public consultation held in July 2009 for the Constraints Study, the main 
objectives of the second public consultation are:

 • Increase public awareness in the Scheme;
 • Present the route corridor options which are being considered;
 • Allow early involvement of the public in developing the proposals;
 • Highlight the key factors which play a role in the choice of route options; and
 • Explain what happens next.

The information displayed at the consultation event will also be available to view and download 
on the Monaghan County Council website www.monaghan.ie.

Route Corridor Development
The development of route corridors forms part of a 3-stage route selection process as prescribed 
by the National Roads Authority (NRA) Project Management Guidelines (2010):

 • Stage 1 – Preliminary Options Assessment
 • Stage 2 – Project Appraisal of Route Options
 • Stage 3 – Selection of Preferred Route Corridor

The purpose of this process is to review the feasible route corridors at increasing levels of detail 
resulting in the selection of the Preferred Route Corridor for the Scheme.

During Stage 1 feasible route corridors were identified and developed whilst avoiding significant 
constraints identified during the Constraints Study. The assessment of the preliminary options utilised 
the criteria of Engineering, Environment and Economy. This resulted in the number of options being 
refined to 4 primary corridors (coloured yellow, green, red and blue) along with 7 further composite 
corridor options generated through cross over links (shown in purple).

Please consider the route corridors shown overleaf along with the information on display and 
let your views be known.

Route Corridor Options
It is proposed to realign the N2 over a distance of approximately 28km between the recently 
constructed N2 Clontibret to Castleblaney ‘2+1’ Scheme to the south of Monaghan Town and the 
Northern Ireland border to the north in the vicinity of Aughnacloy.

Route corridor options have been identified commencing from the existing roundabout on the N2 at 
Clontibret in the townland of Kilcrow. From this point the corridors run in a northerly direction passing 
east or west of Castleshane (depending on the option). Continuing northwards the corridors cross the 
N12 and Ulster Canal east of Monaghan Town. Further north, the corridors cross the River Blackwater 
and the disused Ulster Railway to the east of the existing N2. The corridors then pass to the east of 
Corracrin and the west of Glaslough. From here the red and blue corridors run west of Emyvale whilst 
the green and yellow corridors pass east of Emy Lough. All the corridors cross the Mountain Water 
near Emyvale where after they converge at the termination point on the Northern Ireland border in 
the vicinity of Aughnacloy.
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