NOTES TO FORM SV 1

Application for inclusion in the Special Voters List

1.	The purpose of this form is to facilitate voters with a physical illness or physical disability who are ordinarily resident in a hospital, nursing home or similar institution who wish to be included in the special voters list. Special voters are visited by a special presiding officer, accompanied by a member of the Garda Siochána, during elections and referendums and are given the opportunity to vote in their hospital or nursing home. The form is for use in the period 15 February to 25 November each year in respect of the register of electors coming into force the following 15 February. If you wish to be
included in the special voters list for an election or referendum taking place before 15 February you should complete form SVS 1.


2.	Method of voting

At an election or referendum, a ballot paper will be delivered to each person on this list by a special presiding officer accompanied by a member of the Garda Síochána. Having made a declaration of identity, the elector will mark his or her ballot paper in secret and place it in a sealed envelope, which the special presiding officer will convey to the returning officer for the constituency. The returning officer will deal with it in the same manner as he or she deals with ballot papers returned by postal voters.


3.	Who can apply?

You may apply for inclusion in the special voters list if you are living in a hospital, nursing home or similar institution and you are unable to go in person to vote at a polling station by reason of a physical illness or a physical disability which is likely to continue for the duration of the register of electors in respect of which the application is made.


4.	Who fills out the application form?

The application form is divided into two parts. The applicant must complete Part A of the form. In the case of a first application, Part B must be completed by a doctor. Part B must also be completed by a doctor in the case of a second or subsequent application, if required by the registration authority.

5.	Where do I send the application form?

Completed application forms must reach your registration authority (City, County or City and County Council) not later than 25 November in any given year if the application is to be considered for the special voters list coming into force on the following 15 February.


6.	What happens next?

You will be notified by the registration authority of the decision on your application and, if it is refused, you will be given the reasons for the refusal.


7.	Eircode

Eircode is the national postcode system for Ireland and comprises a unique 7- digit postcode which has been allocated to every address in Ireland.


8.	Contact details

Your contact details are being sought in case the registration authority needs to contact you to clarify any details of the application.


9.	Edited Register - Two versions of the Register

Registration authorities are required to publish two versions of the register - the full register and the edited register. The full register lists everyone who is entitled to vote and can only be used for an electoral or other statutory purpose.


The edited register contains the names and addresses of persons whose details can be used for a purpose other than an electoral or other statutory purpose e.g. for direct marketing use by a commercial or other organisation. If you do not want your details to be included on the edited register, you should tick () the opt out box at section 9 of the form. If you want your registration details to be included (i.e. available for non-statutory uses), you should leave the opt out box blank.


10.	It is an offence to fail to give the registration authority or county registrar any information required for the purpose of their duties or to knowingly give false information.

Return form to: Monaghan County Council, County Offices, The Glen, Register of Electors Section.
 Email: register@monaghancoco.ie
Telephone: 047-30551

