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Minutes of proceedings of the monthly meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones held on Wednesday 13th April 2022, 10.00am, Council Chamber, Clones Municipal District Office.  
Members Present: 	The Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell presided,
The following members were also present: Cllrs: Pat Treanor and Sean Gilliland.
In Attendance:	Patricia Monahan DOS, Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-ordinator, Colin Murphy EE, Gillian Costello Staff Officer, Dermot Brannigan Chief Fire Officer, Stephen McQuaid Executive Engineer Roads, Martin Taylor A/Executive Engineer Clones Municipal District. 
Apologies:	Cllrs.; Hugh McElvaney and Seamus Coyle 
The Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell welcomed all to the meeting and extended a welcome to Mr Dermot Brannigan Chief Fire Officer, Mr Stephen McQuaid Executive Engineer Roads and Mr Martin Taylor A/Executive Engineer Ballybay Clones Municipal District.    
1. Confirmation of Minutes
Cllr Pat Treanor proposed March monthly meeting minutes, Cllr Sean Gilliland seconded the proposal and it was agreed by all. 
2. Correspondence Sent 
Correspondence sent was noted by the members.  
3. Correspondence Received
Correspondence received was noted by the members.  There was a discussion regarding the response received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon Coveney TD.  Cllr. Pat Treanor noted the response failed to address issue of the lengthy turnaround times for applications. The correspondence confirmed that first time applications are now been processed in 35 days rather than 40; Cllr. Pat Treanor noted that prior to this it was 10 days for new applications.  Cllr. Sean Gilliland concurred and while he acknowledged delays exist due to Covid and staffing he also noted issues relating to information submitted were contributing to delays e.g. incorrect photos.  Cllr. Sean Gilliland highlighted that his personal experience of the Passport Office had been positive. 
4. Consideration of report on proposed new Fire Station for Ballybay town - Mr Dermot Brannigan Chef Fire       Officer
Mr. Dermot Brannigan Chief Fire Officer presented an overview on the proposed new fire station for Ballybay.  The members were updated on the area risk categorisation, preliminary appraisal, site selection, design, planning and funding phases.  Mr. Brannigan noted that the project is currently with the Department of Housing Local Government & Heritage for approval.  The estimated construction cost as of September 2021 circa is €1.7m; this will be reviewed following Part 8 approval.  Cllr. Pat Treanor noted the new build is due in 2024 and expressed concerns regarding adequate funding provision due to increasing construction costs.   Cllr. Pat Treanor noted that the Municipal District was very supportive of the project. Mr. Dermot Brannigan advised all support was welcome and submissions have been made to the Department regarding funding.  
Cllr Richard Truell sought information regarding Fire services working with neighbouring counties and when Part 8 planning will come before the members.  Mr. Dermot Brannigan advised it is hoped the Part 8 planning application will be brought before the members in May.  Mr. Dermot Brannigan confirmed that there is a review underway with neighbouring Local Authorities regarding redeployment of fire services when required in consideration of first response/first available to the public.   
Following discussions, it was unanimously agreed that the current Ballybay Fire Station facilities were inadequate for training purposes, equipment & breathing apparatus. The members noted that the Firefighters should be commended on their dedicated work.  The members thanked Mr. Dermot Brannigan Chief Fire Officer and his team for their efforts to progress the project to this stage.   

5. Consideration of report on Municipal District Bridge Rehabilitation programme - Mr Stephen 
McQuaid EE

Mr. Stephen McQuaid Executive Engineer presented his report on the Bridge Rehabilitation Programme which outlined the various types of inspection and detailed the process for undertaking emergency bridge works. It was noted that the Ballybay/Clones Municipal District are responsible for approximately 555 structures of which 170 have been inspected.  Planned works for 2022 consist of the repair of 8 bridges, in addition there have been 2 emergency bridge works undertaken in the Municipal District.  

Following general discussion, the members sought clarification on the requirement to contact Inland Fisheries in the case of emergency works, the Bridge MI ratings and the inclusion of culverts in this funding stream.  Mr. Stephen McQuaid advised Inland Fisheries are always consulted in advance of works; outside July to September works are not permitted and to proceed would require a derogation order.  Bridge MI ratings range from 1 to 5, bridges in disrepair are assessed using these ratings and if deemed not an immediate danger they will not require closure.  Qualification for bridge funding require structures to meet specified dimensions.  Culverts are assessed but however do not meet the required dimensions for funding, these issues are addressed utilising Own Resources.  

Cllr Richard Truell asked for the rating on Annaghmakerrig Bridge, Mr. Stephen McQuaid advised has been assessed and not deemed an immediate danger, it has a rating of between 4/5.

Members commended Mr. Stephen McQuaid on his work noting the increase in inspections and works undertaken.  

6. Consideration of report on proposed new outdoor depot at Teehill, Clones, County Monaghan. Mr Martin Taylor A/EE
Mr Martin Taylor A/Executive Engineer presented his report on the proposed Monaghan County Council outdoor staff depot at Teehill Clones. This report outlined details of the current site, the proposed development and progress to date. It was noted that Part 8 permission is due to be submitted.  Mr Martin Taylor noted that the estimated construction cost will be approximately €400,000.  The proposed development will be located opposite ABP on the R212 Clones to Scotshouse Road, the preference is for a statement building as opposed to the traditional agricultural design hence the chosen design of a butterfly effect roof.
Following general discussions, it was noted this is a self-funded project, borrowing will be required therefore progress will be dependent on available funds.    The Members unanimously acknowledged the importance of this development as the current outdoor staff accommodation is not suitable.  
7. Report by Municipal District Co-ordinator
[bookmark: _Hlk98766625]Mr. Kevin McNally presented his report to the members;
Scotshouse Town and Village 
The village park in Scotshouse will be officially opened tomorrow at 10.00am by Minister Heather Humphreys.
Ballybay Courtyard Site
Following much discussion during a number of Ballybay Regeneration committee meetings, the Municipal District has received approval to explore a possible pilot scheme for the provision of new EV charging points in the new town centre carpark. The Councils Housing section have issued the Letter of Acceptance to the preferred contractor to construct the agreed social housing scheme on the remainder of the Council owned lands. Works are programmed to commence shortly.  
Ballybay Town Park 
Phase 1 of the CCTV system covering the town side of the town park, installed at the public toilets has been vandalised. We are currently examining alternative locations for the cameras. Design work for the proposed Lido and refurbishment of the boathouse is nearing completion. It is proposed to issue tender documentation for these projects before the end of the month.  The detailed design for the construction of a pathway along the shoreline of Lough Major near Loch Mor avenue is currently being finalised.  It is envisaged that tenders for the work will be sought in the coming weeks. Ballybay Town park will be officially opened tomorrow by Minister Heather Humphreys. 
Ballybay Town and Village 
Electrical fitting and lights have been installed for the feature lighting the Ballybay Water Tower. Remedial works to the boundary wall, and walls of the tower will be completed in the coming weeks.   
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Ballybay Regeneration committee
The next meeting of the Ballybay Regeneration committee is scheduled for Thursday 28th April 2022 at 6.00pm 

Former Lennard Arms Hotel 
Lowry Construction is proceeding with phase 1 of the works to the former Lennard Arms.  These works consist of stripping out the building and asbestos removal. The Councils archaeologist has been on site and is in the process of undertaking investigative works to determine if there are artefacts etc that may impact on the Councils proposals for the site. It is envisaged that these works will be completed in the coming weeks. 
The Municipal District office is finalising an application for funding under Category 1 of the Rural Regeneration and Development fund for the next phase of the works. The closing date for this call is 29th April.
Clones Town and Village 
The works to install ducting to facilitate the undergrounding of overhead cables on Cara Street has commenced. These works have a programme of 6 weeks. We are currently seeking a programme from the ESB regarding their works to underground the cables. The Consultant appointed to review the traffic flows in the town centre has provided preliminary proposals. These have been reviewed and are currently been further developed.  

Clones to Smithboro Greenway 
Public consultation for the project was held on 14th March and 23rd March 2022 Smithboro Community centre and Clones respectively.  The consultant is currently finalising his report regarding the route selection. This element of work completes the current scope of Clandillion Consulting Engineers.  A separate tender for the appointment of a consultant to undertake preliminary design work and seek statutory approval has been issued. This appointment will be made in May. 
Latton Village 
The town and village renewal project in Latton is well progressed. A new footpath has been installed connecting the childcare centre to the church. A new retaining wall has been constructed on the opposite side to the Church. This wall will be backfilled, and decorative stone finish will also be provided.  Public lighting has been provided along the new path. 
ONeill Park Playground 
Following on from a detailed submission prepared by Martin Taylor of the Municipal District office and Carol Lambe of the Community and Enterprise section, €16,541 has been awarded for the refurbishment of O’Neill Park Clones Playground under the Play and Recreation Capital Grant Funding Scheme 2022. I recommend that match funding of €10,000 is provided to this project. 
Cllr. Pat Treanor proposed that the Municipal District provide the required match funding for the ONeill Park playground project. This was seconded by Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell and agreed by all.  
Lough Egish junction realignment project 
The Part Eight process for this scheme has commenced and is programmed to be considered by Monaghan County Council during the July meeting. Negotiations for the required lands are still ongoing.  The Municipal District office is progressing the project through the detailed design stage. In order to fast track the scheme, tenders for the construction phase will be sought in May. 
Corcaghan Village traffic calming scheme 
The traffic calming scheme in Corcaghan has been finally completed with the installation of the advance speed notice signs. This project was funded from allocations received under the Clar programme. Active travel scheme and match funding from the Ballybay Clones Municipal District. The total cost of the project was €125,000. 
Roads Programme
Mr. Colin Murphy presented his report to the members;
[bookmark: _Hlk101790188]The Restoration Improvement Roads for the county were retendered with a new closing date of the 25th April. A contractor for the works will be appointed no earlier than 16th May. The successful contractor is due to commence overlay works in the Ballybay Clones Municipal District, so once the contract is signed works will commence in our Municipal District on the 5 agreed local roads. 
Drainage works are complete on the Carrickatee road, the Aghafin road, the Magheraveely road in Clones and on the Drumhillagh Road, Aghabog. 
The Municipal District gangs have commenced drainage works on the roads selected for Surface Dressing this year. The surface dressing season is due to commence on Monday 9th of May weather permitting, and similar to the Bitmac Contract, works will commence first in the Ballybay Clones Municipal District.

Ballybay Footpath Repairs
S Wilkin and Sons has been appointed as the successful contractor for the repairs to damaged or defective footpaths in Ballybay Town. They hope to commence this work in the beginning of June.
Bridge Repairs
The Municipal District tradesman crew have repaired the parapet walls on two bridges in the vicinity of Greenfield Eggs and are currently repairing the parapet wall of the bridge on the R193 between Rockcorry and the Ballybay Junction.
8. Matters arising from previous minutes
Cllr. Pat Treanor raised a query on page 2 & 4 in relation to Clones Town & Village Renewal Scheme – (pg. 2) Fermanagh Street revitalisation, is this to be solely managed by Clones Town Team? (pg. 4) what progress has been made in redesigning traffic flow for Clones?  
Mr. Kevin McNally advised that Town & Village funding is awarded to Monaghan County Council and Fermanagh Street revitalisation will be managed by the Municipal District. The project will be delivered in partnership with the Town Team.  In relation to redesign of traffic flow, proposals are being prepared by the consultant in conjunction with the Active Travel Team and will be presented to the Municipal District Members when complete.
9. Notice of Motion
As Cllr Seamus Coyle was not present his motion was differed.  
10.  Questions 
Cllr. Seamus Coyle;
(1)Can Monaghan County Council outline their plans for the provision of a Bus Shelter in the Car Park at Latton, adjacent to Scoil Mhuire and St.Mary's Church Latton as Buses use this location as an assembly point for School Bus Transport to Scoil Mhuire, Latton, Ballybay Community College etc?.
Answer:
The carpark of Scoil Mhuire is in the private ownership of St Patricks Diocesan Trust, Clogher. There is currently no funding available for bus shelters, but should an appropriate funding stream become available, the Ballybay Clones Municipal District will work with the parish in order to make an application for one.
(2).As the long evenings and summer approaches, can Monaghan County Council outline their plans for upgrade works to the playground and play area, adjacent to Cul Brennan and Corrybrennan Housing Estates, Ballybay, as there are a very large number of children in these Estates, it’s very clear the current play equipment requires immediate replacement and extensive work needs to done to the grass area, to have it suitable for playing of games?
Answer:
Monaghan County Council has prepared a preliminary design proposal for improvement works to playground and amenity areas at Corrybrennan Park & Cul Brennan Housing Estates, Ballybay.  The proposed improvement works are estimated to cost in excess of €100,000. Funding applications for the proposed improvement works will be submitted when the relevant funding stream becomes available.  
(3).Can Monaghan County Council outline their plans for the works to be carried out under the Low Cost Accident Reduction Schemes at the junction of the R188(Rockcorry-Cootehill Road) and the L6320(Holy Trinity Chapel Road),Carson/Dartry, Rockcorry as this is a very dangerous junction, with poor visibility ,carrying huge numbers of vehicles i.e. cars, HGVs, agricultural vehicles etc?.
Answer:
The Municipal District intend to improve the visibility splays when entering the R188 Rockcorry Cootehill Road from the local Trinity Chapel road.  These works will be completed by Q4 2022. 
(4).Will Monaghan County Council examine and seek funding for works to carry out Safety Improvement Works, as visibility is very poor for vehicles exiting from the L2270(St. Marys Chapel Ture Road) onto the R212-2(Clones-Scotshouse Road)at what is known locally as Pattons Bungalow Junction, Corcummins, Clones particularly on the Scotshouse Village side of the Junction which is an extremely busy location carrying an enormous numbers of vehicles?
Answer:
The Municipal District carried out works at this junction a number of years ago. These works improved visibility in the Scotshouse Village direction for vehicles exiting from the Ture road onto the Regional road. Forward visibility at the junction was also improved as part of the works. In order to further increase forward visibility, major road realignment works would need to be undertaken. The Municipal District currently do not have funding for such works.  The Municipal District will request Roads Section to seek funding for road realignment works at this junction.   
(5). Can Monaghan County Council immediately prioritise the provision of Traffic Calming Measurers on the Ballybay Road(R183-1), Newbliss as there is great concern locally for the safety of children, pedestrians etc as vehicles are entering the Village on a dangerous corner at speed which could lead to accidents, injury or fatalities?.
Answer:
The Active Travel team based in the Councils Roads Section are currently assessing a number of traffic calming options for Newbliss Village. They hope to develop a scheme and request funding from the National Transport Authority, for the required works, later this year.

11.   CE Orders 
CE orders 27/22 to 30/22 were noted by the members.

12.  Votes of Congratulations/Sympathy
Vote of Sympathy 
· To the McQuillan family on the death of Aidan McQuillan.
· To Benny Kieran on the death of Dominic Kieran.
· To Catherine Elliot on the death of her father Peter Moley.  
13. [bookmark: _Hlk54017222]  AOB
Meeting concluded. 
[bookmark: _Hlk57900498]Next meeting scheduled for 16th May 2022 at 10.00am 


Signed	__________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 

Signed	__________________________ 
Meetings Administrator
Date 	13th April 2022




