


[bookmark: _Hlk32842819]Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones
Minutes of proceedings of the monthly meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones held on Monday 21st February 2022, 10.00am, Clones Courthouse.
Members Present: 	The Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell presided,
The following members were also present: Cllrs: Hugh McElvaney, Pat Treanor 
In Attendance:	Patricia Monahan Director of Service, Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-ordinator, Craig Connolly Assistant Engineer and Gillian Costello Staff Officer.
Apologies:	Cllr’s Seamus Coyle, Sean Gilliland and Colin Murphy Executive Engineer, Kevin West A/SEE and Adrian Kerley EE.
The Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell welcomed all to the meeting and extended a welcome to Ms Gillian Costello who takes up the position of Staff Officer in Ballybay/Clones Municipal District.   
The Cathaoirleach commenced the meeting by paying tribute to the Wexford County Council worker, Mr Billy Kinsella, who tragically lost his life during Storm Eunice. The Cathaoirleach also recognised the work of all emergency service workers and acknowledged the hazardous & dangerous conditions they face.  This was agreed by all the members.   
1. Confirmation of Minutes
Cllr Pat Treanor proposed January’s monthly meeting minutes, Cllr Hugh McElvaney seconded the proposal and it was agreed by all. 
2. Correspondence Sent 
Correspondence sent was noted by the members.
3. Correspondence Received
[bookmark: _Hlk96432413]The Cathaoirleach noted that Drumhowan Development Committee had requested assistance with their Clar grant project. Mr. Kevin McNally outlined the details received in correspondence from Drumhowan Development Committee and noted that the agreed policy allowed a maximum contribution of €1,000 towards projects of this nature.  Cllr. Pat Treanor proposed that this Municipal District support their request for funding. Cllr Hugh McElvaney seconded and it was agreed by all members to allocate €1,000 to Drumhowan Development Committee.  
Cllr Pat Treanor acknowledged the correspondence from the Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly TD regarding Pediatric Orthopedic Services.  Cllr. Treanor highlighted that there were bigger issues of concern which were not acknowledged by the Minister and noted that greater emphasis and effort was required in recruiting and retaining staff.  
4. Consideration of report on NTA’s Active Travel Investment Programme – Mr. Kevin West SEE Roads
Deferred to next meeting 

5. Consideration of report on proposed Part 8 application for works to the R181 – Mr. Adrian Kerley EE
Deferred to next meeting. 


6. Report by Municipal District Coordinator

Mr Kevin McNally gave his report:

[bookmark: _Hlk96346430]Scotshouse Town and Village 
E Quinn Ltd. have completed installation of new fencing and hedging in Scotshouse village.  Under the Town and Village Renewal funding lighting has been provided to the new community walking track, and we are waiting for these lights to be energised.   

Ballybay Courtyard Site
Works are completed on the new carpark Ballybay Courtyard site.  An order has been placed for public lighting for the carpark.  We are liaising with Airtricity to have these works completed as soon as possible. 
The Councils Housing section are progressing their social housing project adjacent to the new carpark.  This project, which is called an An Clós, consists of the demolition of existing partially built duplex units (4 no. units) and the provision of 7 no. new single and two storey 2 bedroom dwellings in its place to assist in meeting the social housing need in the area.  These properties have been designed to be future proof, using Lifetime Home Principles to provide excellent space and accessibility. Each property will have a Building Energy Rating of A2.  The project has been advertised on e-tenders and a Stage 4 Funding Application has been submitted to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage for funding approval. Construction works are proposed to commence in 2022 (Subject to Departmental approval) with proposed project completion in 2023.

Church Street, Ballybay
The project proposes addressing a burnt-out derelict house and the provision of 2 no 2-bedroom townhouses in its place to assist in meeting the social housing need in the area.  Departmental funding has been approved, the contractor (Rodney Brady Construction) has commenced works on site with the demolition and substructures now completed.  Construction works are proposed to be completed by Q4 2022, subject to no unforeseen delays.

Redesigning Ballybay 
Ms Colette McEntee of Monaghan Integrated Development is managing the Ballybay Community, Heritage and Arts Group and delivering a course entitled ‘Creating a Community and Arts Space for Ballybay’ as part of the Innovating Communities project.  The group have come together to look at the needs of Ballybay town to develop a community facility.
The group are asking that people complete an online survey, so the committee can gauge the needs of the community and the facilities and support required to meet them.  The link is available on the various social media platforms.  

Ballybay Town and Village 
Pat Denning Ltd has installed the required ducting for the feature lighting on Ballybay Water Tower.  We are liaising with Airtricity to arrange for the installation of the lighting to the base of the tower.  Remedial works to the boundary wall will be completed by the end of March.  

Ballybay Regeneration committee
The next meeting of the Ballybay Regeneration committee is scheduled for Thursday 9th March at 6.00pm via Microsoft teams 

Drumfaldra Flood Alleviation Scheme
S Wilkin has commenced works on the Drumfaldra flood alleviation scheme.  The temporary diversion for the stream has been constructed and we are waiting on Inland Fisheries to make it live.  The recent storm weather has impacted on the programme, with works not expected to be completed for a further 5 weeks. 

Former Lennard Arms Hotel 
Lowry Construction has commenced phase 1 of the works to the former Lennard Arms.  These works will consist of stripping out the building and asbestos removal.  The works have a programme of 8 weeks. 

Clones to Smithboro Greenway 
The consultant is currently reviewing the feedback received during the public consultation events held in Smithboro and Clones.  The feedback received will be incorporated into the route selection process.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Further public consultation for the project is planned for 14th and 23rd March 2022 in Clones and Smithboro respectively.  

Clones Renewal 
Monaghan County Council received funding approval in 2019 from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage under the Rebuilding Ireland programme to demolish 11 properties on Fermanagh Street and Analore Street, Clones and construct 22 new apartments and 2 new Townhouses in their place.  The all-in project budget is circa €6million including VAT.  The first six properties have already been delivered.  A further 9 properties were due for completion by the end of Q4 2021 however issues in sourcing the necessary resources as a result of Covid-19 and a general labour shortage in the industry has delayed progress on site. The delivery of these 9 properties will therefore be handed over in Q1 2022.  The remaining properties will be completed by the end of Q2 2022.  Monaghan County Council continue to work closely with Lowry Construction regarding the schedule with emphasis on achieving substantial completion of all properties as soon as possible.

House at Church Street Clones 
13 Church Hill, Clones (project budget €270,000) is a large vacant mixed commercial/residential property which is being converted into 2 number 2-bedroom townhouses.  The successful contractor Crosserlough Construction commenced construction on site in early September 2021 and it is envisaged that the works will be completed by Q2 2022.  At present the internal and external groundworks, water and sewage services and floors have been completed with the new roof to be installed next week.  ESB are also scheduled to visit next week to complete their service relocations.

Latton Village 
Pat Denning Ltd has completed the section of the footpath from the housing estate to the church.  Works on the opposite side of the road are proceeding and will be completed before the end of March. 

Doohamlet Town and Village 
Works were completed to the resurfacing of the Doohamlet Community Centre Carpark and the community garden.  As part of the project public lighting has also been ordered for the community garden.  Repair works to sections of the footpath near the Community Centre will complete the project. 

Conservation Management Plan – Black Pig’s Dyke
Public consultation for both plans commenced on 12th January with a closing deadline of 26th January. 48 responses were received.  These are currently been reviewed by the Councils consultant and It is anticipated that a draft Conservation Management Report will be available for review by mid-March. 
Environmental Grants 
The annual grant Monaghan County Council provide to Tidy Town groups and Resident Associations toward the cost of maintaining their areas has opened on Thursday 10th February. Application forms are available on the Councils website www.monaghan.ie from Thursday. Applications close 5pm 4th March. 

As per last year the grant has been separated from the Community Fund, also run by the Council, allowing it to open earlier in the year to facilitate groups to plan for the growing season ahead.  Groups may also apply to the Community Development Fund for other non-maintenance related projects when it opens later in the year.  

Ballybay Clones Enre East Partnership 
Next meeting is scheduled for 23rd February at 6.00pm via teams.

Clones Arts Studio 
The Councils Arts officer is seeking expressions of interest from suitably qualified Artists regarding the renting of 2 separate studios and a flexible project space in the Clones Artists’ Studios.  Details of the assessment criteria and further information is available from the Councils website or the Councils Arts officer, Mr Somhairle MacConghail.  

Mr Craig Connolly gave his report:
Roads Programme
Monaghan County Council have advertised the tender for the 2022 Bitmac Contract.  The closing date was last week.  Tenders will be assessed, and it is anticipated that the successful contractor will commence work on the second week of March.  The successful contractor will be starting work this year in the Ballybay Clones Municipal District.

Preparation drainage works on the Carrickatee road and the Aghafin roads will be complete next week.  The 2 gangs will then move to the Millbrook – Liseggerton road in Clones and the R162 Ballybay Monaghan road.  

Drumate Bridge 
Truir Construction started works on the bridge the week commencing February 7th, 2022.  There is a five-week construction period assuming no adverse weather or unforeseen items.

Drumgramph Bridge on the LS62011 
Following notification from a local farmer regarding the condition of a bridge in the townland of Drumgramph on the LS62011, an inspection was carried out by our bridge Engineer who deemed it to be a Category 5 damaged bridge, requiring immediate closure.  The road was subsequently closed.  Roads Section have advertised a tender for consultancy services to repair/rehabilitate this bridge.  This is quite a large structure which is extensively damaged.  The road could be closed for up to 4 months given the level of damage and the statutory requirements required to go through in order to get the work done. 
Road Slippages
There have been a number of road slippages in the Municipal District since the turn of the year and we have had a gang repairing these since the middle of January. 



Bitmac Patch Repairs 
The Municipal District launched a tender at the start of the year for bitmac patch repairs to a number of locations identified with dangerous dips/slunks.  The contractor started these repairs on the 1st February and should be complete same by the end of this week.  The contract value is in the region of €150,000.  

Ballybay Footpath Repairs
The Municipal District have advertised a tender for the repairs to damaged or defective footpaths in Ballybay Town.  The closing date for submissions is the 25th February. It is hoped to have the successful contractor on site by the start of April.  

Cllr. Richard Truell requested the programme of works for public lighting; Mr. Kevin McNally advised this will be provided and noted there are delays being experienced in receiving product thus effecting the works programme.  
Cllr. Truell enquired as to when demolition works will commence on the Lennard Arms, Mr. Kevin McNally advised the project is currently in stage 1 which consists of clear out work and before any demolition works proceed, Archaeological Surveys will be undertaken. 
Cllr. Truell asked for a progress update on St. Tiarnachs Plaza, Mr. Kevin McNally advised currently there are 2 streams of funding for this project, one being RRDF and other being Active Travel which is being investigated as another potential funding stream.  Mr McNally noted that the Municipal District was currently concluding the purchase of the required lands.
With regard to derelict houses in Newbliss, Mr. Kevin McNally advised that consultations are currently underway and hopefully should see the results of these in the summer.  Cllr. Truell noted works are required to the Three Mile House road as it is in disrepair. Mr. Kevin McNally advised there currently is a Strategic Review of all Regional roads being undertaken.  

Cllr. Pat Treanor asked if the Magheraveely road ramp at the edge of Millbrook could be replaced and requested if traffic calming near the entrance to Lios A Ghoirtin could be examined.  

Cllr. Treanor noted that communities are working to ensure water drains off roads and when patching is required, the Municipal District should ensure we respond to these requests and assist in letting water off roads.  Cllr. Treanor also welcomed the social housing projects in Ballybay/Clones and hoped that this will ease the housing need in the area. Cllr. Treanor requested that the Council investigate the provision of serviced sites in the urban areas. This would reduce the demand for one off housing developments in the countryside.  

Cllr. Hugh McElvaney expressed his support for Cllr Treanor’s comments regarding social housing in Ballybay/Clones.  Cllr. McElvaney also requested that the Tidy Towns Grant should be brought to the attention of the Municipal Districts community groups ensuring they are aware of the funding opportunity.  Cllr. McElvaney enquired about the Drumate Bridge closure; Mr. McNally advised it is currently closed and is due to be reopened at the end of the month upon completion of works.  Cllr. McElvaney noted there are drainage issues in the Townland of Faltagh on the R183, Annalore on the R183 and Swans Cross Roundabout; Mr. Kevin McNally advised that the Municipal District are actively seeking funding for these works under Climate Change funding. 

[bookmark: _Hlk54017222]7. Matters arising from previous minutes

Cllr Richard Truell spoke on the requirement of a defibrillator for Erica’s Fairy Forest and asked for a progress update. Mr. Kevin McNally advised the defibrillator has been ordered and the cost is being divided across 3 parties; Monaghan County Council Health & Safety unit are providing the funds for purchase, Clones/Ballybay Municipal District will cover the cost for fitting and Cootehill Association will cover the cost of supplying power. 

8. Notice of Motion

As Cllr Seamus Coyle was not present his motion was differed.  

9. Questions

Cllr Seamus Coyle asked

[bookmark: _Hlk96004656](1).Can Monaghan County Council give an update on the traffic calming/speed control measures proposed for Rockcorry Village, particularly on the Monaghan Road(R188-6)in the vicinity of the Crèche/Hall etc, the Ballybay Road(R183-2),the location of St. Mary’s National School and the Cootehill Road(R188-7),the location of Rockcorry National School, also can Monaghan County Council outline the results of the most recent surveys at these locations?.

Answer:
The Municipal District, following receipt of funding under the Active Travel programme in 2021 and Low-Cost Accident Reduction Programme has delivered a number of road safety improvement schemes e.g. traffic calming measures in Corcaghan.  

In conjunction with these works, the Councils Active Travel Team are currently reviewing designs for traffic calming on the R212 Scotshouse road out of Clones, the slip road into Magherarney from the N54, the village of Newbliss and the R193 Ballybay road out of Rockcorry past the school. 

Once these have been completed the Municipal District have requested that the Active Travel Team review Rockcorry Village to identify traffic calming solutions. 

(2) When do Monaghan County Council expect the works to be completed in Latton Village on the road(LP03012) from Latton Chaple to Scoil Mhuire etc, also will Monaghan County Council examine and outline the plans for essential safety traffic control measures in the village at the junction of the 
LP03012-LS07000,opposite the Chaple Gates and the installation of a footpath/pedestrian crossing from St.Mary's Chaple to the Car Park(LS07000) adjacent to Scoil Mhuire?.

Answer:
The Contractor will have works completed in Latton by the end of March. The Municipal District will include the junction in an application for consideration under the Low-Cost Safety Improvements Scheme 2023.  Any works would be subject to funding and landowner agreements. 

The Municipal District will carry out an assessment of the area from St Mary’s Church to the carpark adjacent Scoil Mhuire to determine if there is sufficient space to install a footpath along this section of road in the coming weeks.

10. CE Orders 
CE orders 01/22 to 09/22 were noted by the members.

11. Votes of Congratulations/Sympathy 

Vote of Sympathy 
· To Ronnie Steenson on the death of his brother Trevor Steenson.
· To the Leonard family Lisgall, Smithborough on the death of Aidan Leonard.
· To the McCarney family Derryledigan, Scotstown on the death of Enda McCarney. 


12. AOB

Cllr. Treanor spoke about Evergreen Care’s announcement to close the Sacred Heart Nursing Home in Clones and noting it would be remiss of the Municipal District not to address this.  Cllr. Pat Treanor stated that the nursing home had several long-term residents and there are concerns for their relocation and the difficulty and stress this would place on relatives.  Cllr. Treanor also noted that there was a lack of clarity as to the closure date with Evergreen announcing they will be scaling down their operations for eventual closure.  

Cllr. Treanor proposed that correspondence is issued to Evergreen Care seeking an urgent meeting, to obtain clarification on their plans and what is their intended use for the premises following closure.  The Municipal District would offer their views and concerns on the planned closure and the potential of the building being left vacant.    

This was seconded by Cllr. Hugh McElvaney and unanimously agreed. 

Meeting concluded. 

[bookmark: _Hlk57900498]Next meeting scheduled for 21st March 2022 at 10.00am 



Signed	__________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 

Signed	__________________________ 
Meetings Administrator
Date 	21st March 2022




