[bookmark: _Hlk32842819]Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones
Minutes of proceedings of the monthly meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones held on Thursday 16th December 2021, 10.00am, Clones Courthouse.
Members Present: 	The Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell presided,
The following members were also present: Cllrs: Hugh McElvaney, Pat Treanor, Sean Gilliland and Seamus Coyle 
In Attendance:	Patricia Monahan Director of Service, Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-ordinator, Mr Colin Murphy Executive Engineer, Gareth Mc Mahon A/Senior Engineer, Stephen McQuaid A/Executive Engineer, John McArdle Broadband Engineer and Seamie Mc Mahon Staff Officer.
The Cathaoirleach Cllr Richard Truell welcomed all to the meeting. 
1. Confirmation of Minutes
Cllr Seamus Coyle proposed November’s monthly meeting minutes, Cllr Pat Treanor seconded the proposal and it was agreed by all. 
5. At the request of Mr Kevin McNally the members agreed that the item Speed Limit review which was due to be discussed under the MD Coordinator report could be heard first.
Mr Gareth Mc Mahon A/Senior Engineer gave the members a summary of the Draft Speed Limit Review.  The members welcomed the report. A discussion was had regarding housing estates, Mr Stephen McQuaid stated that all estates that were taken in charge had a speed limit of 30KPH. Cllr Pat Treanor suggested that The Meadows in Smithboro should be 30KPH. Cllr Seamus Coyle raised the issue of the Castleblayney Rd, Ballybay. Gareth stated that this road would require traffic calming and a funding stream would be needed. Cllr Hugh McElvaney also stated that the speed limits on the local roads was too high. Cllr Sean Gilliland asked if a review of signage was carried out, Gareth Mc Mahon stated it was and that where required replacement signage would be got. Cllr Richard Truel spoke on the importance of dealing with different agencies in relation to enforcement, Gareth McMahon stated that there were regular meetings with An Garda Siochanna.
2. Correspondence Sent 
Correspondence sent was noted by the members.
3. Correspondence Received
Cllr Seamus Coyle welcomed the correspondence from Minister Foreign Affairs Mr. Simon Covney TD regarding the threat of the invoking of Article 16, Cllr Coyle stated that the threat was still there and that the new foreign secretary in the UK recent statement was worrying. Cllr Pat Treanor also welcomed this correspondence. Cllr Treanor spoke on the correspondence from the Minister of Social Protection Heather Humphreys and stated that he was disappointed with her response, Cllr Sean Gilliland noted the date on the letter and felt that the minister should be given further time to answer satisfactorily. Cllr Pat Treanor stated that he was very disappointed with the response from Bank of Ireland in relation to the ATM in Clones.
Cllr Sean Gilliland spoke on Article 16 and stated that it was of paramount importance that the issues of trade between Ireland and the UK are dealt with as currently this was having a massive impact on local businesses. 
4. Consideration of report on the National Broadband Programme

Mr John McArdle Broadband Officer MCC updated members on the proposed broadband rollout for the county. The members welcomed the report. The members agreed that people were becoming frustrated and that it is important that accurate information is given to the public. John McArdle spoke of the different companies that were offering Broadband in the area. Mr McArdle stated that MCC were now providing a portal were people can raise queries with regard to the broadband rollout. Mr Mc Ardle stated that National Broadband Ireland will run the fibre past every house in the country but that it is up to other providers to bring it from the road to the dwelling. 

5. Report by Municipal District Coordinator

Mr Kevin McNally briefed the members on a section 183 that would be going before the next council meeting. This was noted by all the members.

Mr Kevin McNally gave his report.

Scotshouse Town and Village 
E Quinn Ltd has been appointed to provide new fencing and hedging in the village. These works have commenced and will be completed by the end of the month. Ducting has been installed for public lighting in the village park. We are waiting for these lights to be energised.   

Ballybay Courtyard Site
Works are proceeding on the Ballybay Courtyard site. Surfacing works are programmed to commence tomorrow.  An order has been placed for public lighting for the carpark. We are liaising with Airtricity to have these works completed as soon as possible. 

Ballybay Town and Village 
Pat Denning Ltd has installed the required ducting for the feature lighting the Ballybay Water Tower. We are liaising with Airtricity to arrange for the installation of the lighting to the base of the tower. Remedial works to the boundary wall will be completed by the end of March.  

Latton Village 
Pat Denning Ltd has completed the section of the footpath from the housing estate to the church. 
Design work for remedial works to the boundary of the property located opposite the church is currently been completed. 
It is intended that required works will proceed in February and be completed before the end of March. 

Doohamlet Town and Village 
The contract for the resurfacing of the community park has been awarded to TH Moore. These works are still outstanding, but we are hopeful that they will be completed in in the coming weeks.  

Former Lennard Arms 
The Letter of Intent for the enabling works package was issued to Lowry Construction.  It is intended to make the final appointment for the phase 1 works by the end of the month. These works will consist of stripping out the building, asbestos removal. 

Clones Town and Village 2021 
Sammy Wilkin has been awarded the tender for the provision of ducting at Packie Willies corner in Clones. These works are programmed to proceed in the coming weeks. As part of the process to review parking and traffic flows within the town centre, a consultant has been appointed to undertake a topographical survey of the town centre. This survey will complement the works currently been undertaken by DBFL. In addition to this, traffic and carparking counts will be undertaken in January 2022.  

Clones to Smithboro Greenway 
The consultant is currently reviewing the feedback received during the public consultation events held in Smithboro and Clones. The feedback received will be incorporated into the route selection process. 
The Council is currently procuring a topographical survey for the entire study area. It is proposed to have further public consultation in early March. 

Black Pigs Dyke 
Monaghan County Council would like to invite members of the public to respond to a public consultation survey informing a Conservation Management Plan for the Black Pig’s Dyke near Scotshouse. As advised during the December meeting, we have commissioned a Conservation Management Plan to assess the heritage significance of the dyke in this location and to identify a series of measures by which its heritage can be better conserved, protected and interpreted.  
These will culminate in a prioritised action plan of projects for implementation as funding becomes available.  The project will help inform the conversation of the wider lengths of the Dyke elsewhere in the County.

Details of the survey are available on the Councils website Monaghan.ie and other social media outlets. 

Ballybay Regen 
The next meeting of the Ballybay Regeneration committee is scheduled for Thursday 20th January at 6.00 via Microsoft teams 

Mr Martin Taylor gave a report
Roads Programme

Monaghan County Council intend to advertise the tender for the 2022 Bitmac Contract before the end of January with a provisional start date for works off the 2nd week in March. The successful contractor will be starting work this year in the Ballybay Clones MD.

The section of the L6000 at Corrinshingo, Scotstown which was in particularly poor condition was overlaid by the contractor last week and will be surface dressed in the summer when the temperatures are higher.

Our gangs will begin preparatory works on our roads this week, commencing with the LS6120 Edenaforan to Aghafin road. 

Drumate Bridge 

A Contractor (Truir Const) has been appointed for the repair works to the Damaged bridge at Drumate. We are awaiting the derogation licence from Inland Fisheries in order to commence works. We hope that the contractor will be on site the last week of January and that the works will be complete by the end of February 
The members welcomed the reports. Cllr Hugh McElvaney asked for confirmation of when the drumbate bridge would be completed, Mr Martin Taylor said the end of February.  Cllr Pat Treanor welcomed the public consultation on the Black Pigs Dyke and hoped that as many people as possible would take part. With regard to the works at the LS6120 Edenaforan to Aghafin road Cllr Pat Treanor asked that consideration be given to this junction and the N54 for safety works.

Cllr Coyle welcomed works at the Courtyard Ballybay, Cllr Truell asked about a hidden disability parking space in the area and Cllr Sean Gilliland asked for parent and Baby car parking spaces, Kevin McNally confirmed that works would be completed early next week and that the various different parking facilities would be provided.
A discussion was had on the Roads programme and the tender been prepared, Ms Patricia Monahan stated that prices would most likely increase due to companies in Northern Ireland been no longer able to use red diesel in there machinery.
Cllr Seamus Coyle asked that projects for Ballybay in the Corporate Plan to be discussed at the next Ballybay Regeneration Meeting. Cllr Coyle also raised the issue of speeding in Latton village.
Cllr Hugh McElvaney stated that the list of bridges needing repair needed to be updated.

[bookmark: _Hlk54017222]6. Matters arising from previous minutes

Cllr Seamus Coyle spoke on Killyvaghan Lake, Drumola Lake and Church St. Ballybay flooding. Mr Kevin McNally stated that Killyvaughan would be completed by the summer, he stated that Drumola Lake road would require significant funding and that it currently wasn’t on a roads programme. A tender was been prepared to address issues of flooding at Church St. Ballybay.

7. Notice of Motion

Cllr Seamus Coyle proposed 
That Ballybay-Clones Municipal District requests the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly TD and the Government to immediately prioritise Orthopaedic Intervention’s for children with Spina Bifida/Hydrocephalus etc, and disabilities ,as delays in Surgical Intervention, causes their bodies to become deformed, causing severe suffering, losing their ability to walk, independent mobility and leading eventually to amputation of limbs, causing severe trauma to the children and their caring families’.
This motion if passed to be forwarded to all local Oireachtas members
Cllr Pat Treanor seconded and all agreed.
8. Questions
Cllr Richard Truell asked
1: I wish to request that Monaghan County Council examine the current parking provisions provided at Erica’s Fairy Forest (on the border of Co. Monaghan and Co. Cavan)? This amenity area is highly utilised and due to the high numbers of people visiting the park, there are issues with car parking in the area. There is a constant overflow of cars, especially at weekends, parking on both sides of the road (the R188 Regional Road), along the road edge or in the grass verge outside of the small car park located directly opposite Abbotts factory. As a result, there is a high number of pedestrians crossing at numerous locations along this stretch of road which is dangerous. Could Monaghan County Council examine if additional off road parking could be provided for the Forest in the area?

Answer 
Erica’s Fairy Forest is not in the ownership of Monaghan County Council. There are a number of funding opportunities open to the owners/operators of such recreational facilities, e.g. the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. The Ballybay Clones Municipal District is available to work with all the stakeholders in order to develop a possible solution to this issue. 

2: I wish to request that Monaghan County Council examine the need for traffic calming measures in Newbliss village in particular on the R183 Newbliss to Ballybay Road (within the speed limit zone) and on the R189 Newbliss to Threemilehouse Road (again, within the speed limit zone). It has been reported that vehicles are travelling at excessive speeds in these two locations and I feel that traffic calming measures would be appropriate to encourage safer driving in the village.

Answer
The Active Travel team based in the Councils Roads Section are currently assessing a number of traffic calming options for Newbliss Village. They hope to develop a scheme and request funding from the National Transport Authority, for the required works, later this year.

Cllr Seamus Coyle asked
(1).Will Monaghan County Council immediately examine and prioritise the removal of a very dangerous corner/elbow at Cordevlis North Braddox on the R184 Road, between Tullycorbet and Kilnacran Cross, this location has been the location of many accidents and vehicular incidents?.
Answer
Due to the lack of funding for works of this nature, the Municipal District currently have no plans to remove the corner located at Cordelvis North, between Tullycorbet and Kilnacran Cross. The Municipal District will examine the location to identify if there are any road markings or chevron signs that can be erected to greater highlight the corner.

[bookmark: _Hlk93245738](2).What plans have Monaghan County Council for flooding alleviation works on the R184 at Kilnamaddy/Kilnacran/Corvalley,Braddox,as heavy rain leaves this road impassable and very dangerous with only the swift actions of locals saving lives over the years, with Monaghan County Council permanently having “Road Flooded” signage in place?.
Answer
The Municipal District have applied for funding under the Climate Adaption and Resilience Fund to undertake upgrading works of road culverts and cleaning of drains located in the Kilnacran Area. 
Subject to receipt of funding, it would be hoped that works could commence in the summer when the water levels are lower.  

9. CE Orders 
CE orders 74/21 to82/21 were noted by the members.

11 Votes of Congratulations/Sympathy 

Vote of Sympathy 
· To the family of Patsy Treanor ex Councillor
· To the family of John Lennon MCC employee
· To Cathal Flynn on the death of his Aunt and Uncle
· To the family of Patsy McArdle Northern standard
· To Paul Clifford on the death of his mother in law.
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The members also spoke on the death of Ashling Murphy and expressed their shock and horror on her violent death. They also praised the local communities who organised vigils in Aishling’s memory.

AOB

Mr Kevin McNally wished Mr Seamie Mc Mahon well in his new roll as Administrative Officer of the Roads section, the members also passed on their good wishes.


Meeting concluded. 

[bookmark: _Hlk57900498]Next meeting scheduled for 21st February 2022 at 10.00am 


Signed	__________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 
Signed	__________________________ 
Meetings Administrator
Date 	21st February  2022
