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2 

Monaghan County Council 

Submission: Eddie O'Gara cMLI MILi

Grounds for my observation 

The ground for my observations covers over a number of chapters within the 
EIAR, namely Chapter 2 Project Description, Chapter 3 Scoping and Consultation, 
Chapter 9 Traffic and Transportation Chapter 14 Townscape and Visual and 
Chapter 15 Cultural Heritage & Architectural Heritage. I will expand on each 
chapter in the pages which follow. I contest that there are technical errors within 
this application which are in breach of planning law, the spirit of the panning 
process or best practice and which therefore make the granting of planning 
approval inconceivable. I also wish to formally request an oral hearing, preferably 
on site in Monaghan. 

Executive Summary. 

Chapter 2 2.6.3 Alternative Designs and Layouts. 

1. I contest that this planning application failed to consider alternative design
options for the removal of the 4No. Buildings on Dublin Street. For Example the
removal of 1 No building to improve pedestrian and cycle access, or the removal of
2No. Buildings to improve pedestrian and cycle access. Such alternative options
were not considered for this planning application and therefore this section of the
EIAR cannot be considered complete.

2. I contest that the designers have failed to consider in the options process

whether there is an economic, transport or social need to demolish the 4No. 
Buildings on Dublin Street. It is obvious that the 'back lands' ie the car park area 
and gardens could be developed and serviced via the existing transport network. 

3. I contest that there is no technical basis for the assumption that the
removal of buildings 8,9, 10 and 11 Dublin Street would not adversely impact the
streetscape.
"The demolition of these buildings would not adversely impact upon or result in the
loss of distinguishing features along the streetscape." EIAR South Dublin Street
and Backlands Regeneration Project
This statement is unsubstantiated and fails to consider the entire visual envelope
of the street which is viewed from areas within an Architectural Conservation Area.

4. I contest that number 10 Dublin Street should not be demolished due to the
historic and social significance of this location as the birth place of Charles Gavan
Duffy, including this buildings' listing on the National Inventory of Architectural
Heritage. This building has local cultural importance. Charles Gavan Duffy is
arguably Monaghan Towns most notable Son.

Chapter 3 Scoping and Consultation 3.3.3 The Community and Stakeholder 
Response 

5. I contest that the entire chapter within the EIAR fails to capture the
responses to the public consultation and is not an example of an inclusive planning
application. The report fails to note the names of the community who responded
and fails to mention the group 'Love Monaghan Save Dublin Street' It fails to note
the large number of respondents who cited 'Love Monaghan Save Dublin Street' in
their response. The comments raised by the 'Love Monaghan Save Dublin Street'
respondents is not accurately reflected in he the EIAR report. It should be noted
here that of the 48No submissions 37No raised concerns about the demolition of
10 Dublin Street and 22No referenced ' Love Monaghan Save Dublin Street' A
copy of the 'Love Monaghan Save Dublin Street' submission is included in the
appendix for your review.

6. I contest the statement within the EIAR
"The enhancements proposed to the public realm; cycle infrastructure, and

pedestrian links will also encourage a modal shift away from the car and provide 
greater travel choices, in line with Government policies on sustainable travel. The 
Council is working towards improving active travel measures throughout the town 
and is in discussions with the National Transport Authority on further measures to 
facilitate and promote walking, cycling and public transport throughout the town 
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An Bord Pleanala Reference: Case reference: JA18.314501 E O'Gara OCT 2022 

Failing to get timely and satisfactory answers from Monaghan County Council. 
I decided to organise a public meeting to discuss the plans 

The function of th meeting was to inform more people as speaking with many 
local people they still did not know about the plans and to create a group 
which could act and respond on one voice. At this meeting I was nominated 
as the spokesperson for the group and it is within this capacity that I request 
and opportunity of an oral hearing. 

Following the meeting we wrote to the elected representatives and also 
issued a press release to the Northern Standard News Paper which was 
printed the following week. 
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ebl5 
"Save Dublin Street" 

e�.meeting 
Ollled I.OVI liYI Dublin 8tl'NI .. •.:::lo ::I�•• HIIIQrovt Hoitt

on II nut It pm. , 
. 111.• lllllllnlr!l lO Ill Nllll)lm 8lilndard tie weell, lhe mttllng 

�" 
CoCouncll'a 

� llOlirlliil lo bldlda 
mad.'"'"' wlldlllDil tlblude' Charin 

�=.i 
�*"-

our

Mlltcllld 

�Where: Hillgrove Hotel
When: Thursday May 26th 8pm 

Come along to learn more & to have your 

sayl Organised by: Eddie O'Gara., 

of Love Monaghan Save Dublin Street 

ha nSaveDublinStreet 

Dublin Street group 

Coun� 
town? 

holding public 
meeting tonight 

Nied It the May The "Love Monaghan Save 

autho 
Dlatrlct that 

o aacertaln H • Dublin StrNt" lobby group
for ,man town, are holding a publlc mNllng
-atandlngnNd tonight, T1111raday May 28 at 8

E
ghanTown. pm In the Hlllgrova Hotel. 
uld contact lliah The group said that Iha Monaghen 
sin need ol a meeUng hadbeen organised in councillor Ra)'l'I! 

tild lie In with their respon111 lo Monaghan Co aubmltted • qul 
Council'■ lnlenUona to demolish May mealing o 

�Y applicallon ror lour buildings on Dublln Street Co Council 
rlsh Waler. The lo build a road. Councl1'1 policy 

Ilk more delalla ol "Thast bulkllnga Include the to providing pl 
historic home ol Sir Charles and play opport 

10 the need ror a Gavan Duffy. Thia dealrucUon comrnu�r
of our cullural and bull! Including t 
heritage will have a negative and/or.�............................... Impact on the 1nllra town and challenllff

$1 Impact Monaghan .. ,. place lo "Whatat b� 
live, wot1I and vlliL lo 1upport tho 

d 
"The group would welcome Councillor Au� the views ol all people wllh an The written rap 

�I Dlalrlct, Sinn Interest In the t own Including 1talad: "Moneghl 
g II the recenlly those who live or work In the II one ol a
�•n Town which area, ao come along lo leam Councill to ha 
converted Into more and lo have your say.• ptaypollcy,Whl 

lhe lenglhy locul 
........................................... , ........... ,, .................. , ....... � ......

,vere shortage ol ��r'lno Tho�frti 
News paper cuttings and flyer which was issued around Monaghan Town 
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