[bookmark: _Hlk32842819]The Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones

Minutes of proceedings of the monthly meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones held on Monday 19th December 2022, 11.30am, Civic Office Ballybay County Monaghan. 

Members Present: 	The Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney presided,
The following members were also present: Cllrs: Pat Treanor, Richard Truell, Sean Gilliland and Seamus Coyle.


In Attendance:	Gareth McMahon A/Director of Services, Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-Ordinator, Colin Murphy Executive Engineer, and Gillian Costello Staff Officer.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Hugh McElvaney welcomed all to the December meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones.  

1. Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr Seamus Coyle seconded by Cllr Richard Truell, it was agreed that the minutes of the Municipal District meeting held on the 21st November 2022, be confirmed.  

2. Correspondence Sent
Correspondence was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

3. Correspondence Received
Correspondence was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

Proposals arising out of correspondence:
[bookmark: _Hlk116285954]On the proposal of Cllr. Seamus Coyle, seconded by Cllr Richard Truell it was agreed Clár funding awarded to Rockcorry National School will receive match funding from Ballybay Clones Municipal District in the sum of €1,000.  The proposal was unanimously agreed by all Members.  

4. Consideration of presentation on Peace Link five-year plan – Ms Deirdriu McQuaid, Peace Link.
This presentation was deferred until the January 2023 Meeting.  

5. Report by Municipal District Co-Ordinator.  
[bookmark: _Hlk98766625][bookmark: _Hlk114661426]Presented by Mr. Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-Ordinator.
The Municipal District Report was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

Ballybay Town Team 
The next meeting of town team is scheduled for Thursday 2nd February 2023. The Municipal District office are arranging for a facilitator to attend the meeting to assist the team to develop a five-year plan of work. 



Dartrey Forest park 
[bookmark: _Hlk116632408]The Paul Hograth company, who has been appointed to complete the design works at Dartrey Forest Park have prepared preliminary design options which have been reviewed by the Council. These proposals have been presented to Coillte – following their review a number of minor changes have been requested. 

On 7th December 2022, a further meeting was held with Coillte to discuss proposed uniform signage between Erica’s Forest and the remainder of the Dartrey Estate. The Paul Hograth company are now working up further proposals for Coillte’s review and approval. 

Following the preparation of a comprehensive funding application for Phase 2 of the scheme under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, funding of €200,000 has been awarded for further enhancement to the recreational facilities to the park.  It is proposed to combine the schemes and seek Part 8 approval for them in early 2023, with construction commencing in Q3 of 2023. 

It is recommended that the Municipal District provide match funding of 10% to this project. 

[bookmark: _Hlk108358039]Town and Village- Drum and Rockcorry Village Plans
[bookmark: _Hlk116636807]Following the Public consultations events which were held in Drum and Rockcorry on Wednesday 9th November Tuesday 15th November 2022 respectively further drop-in workshops were held on 7th and 8th December 2022 in both villages.  There was an excellent attendance at both events. 

At both events, the Councils consultants were able to gather a lot of information on the opportunities and challenges facing the villages. The finalised plans will provide support for community-led village development and take a long-term overview of key opportunities and projects, which will result in socio-economic, cultural, and environmental benefits for residents, businesses, and visitors. 

Further workshops are planned for January 2023. It is proposed to have a draft plan ready by March 2023

Town and Village - Clones Town 
Streetscape 

The Municipal District office has awarded the contract for the provision of technical expertise to assist with the scoping of the Fermanagh Street streetscape scheme to Craftstudio Architects.  Craftstudio Architects have undertaken a preliminary survey of the area and have developed a draft colour palette and proposals for the Fermanagh Street micro park. 

Following a detailed submission, approval has been obtained for a further €100,000 to run a similar scheme in the Diamond, Analore, McCurtain and Cara Street areas of the town. 

Suitable works for funding:
a) Green Enhancement of Entrances/ Terraces with Planting. (Maximum grant funding €500)
b) Paint and Decorate Building Façade. (Maximum grant funding €3,500)

c) Other Facade Improvements Works. (Maximum grant funding €4000)

Maximum grant per building is €8,000

Grant Rates
Grant funding will be provided at the following rates:
· 70% for Individual premises – matched funding 30%
· 80% for Joint applications (groups of 3 or more adjacent premises)– matched funding 20%
· 100% – Where painting is undertaken by direct labour by applicant

It is proposed to seek proposals from property owners in these areas in January 2023. 

Ballybay Monaghan Rd, Old Keady Rd junction realignment 
Following a detailed design and procurement process, the Municipal District office has awarded the construction of the Ballybay Monaghan Rd, Old Keady Rd junction to Sammy Wilkin and Sons. This project is being partly funded via Active travel and planning contributions. Works have commenced and are approx. 25% complete. 

Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership 
Unfortunately, the required quorum wasn’t present at the AGM of the Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership held on 23rd November 2022. It is now proposed to hold the AGM of the Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership on Thursday 19th January 2023 7.00pm via Teams.  The election of Chair and Vice Chair will occur at this meeting. In line with the standing orders, an elected member from the Republic of Ireland will hold the position of Chair for the next 12 months.  Full attendance of the members would be appreciated.  

Community Awards Night 
The Municipal District Community awards night was held on 24th November 2022 in the Creighton Hotel Clones. The event was very well attended with over 40 community groups represented. The night offered the Council to acknowledge the great work been done by the various community groups in the Municipal District. 

Christmas Lights Switch on
The annual switch of Christmas lights was held on 25th November and 2nd December in Clones and Ballybay towns respectively.  The Municipal District office has been delighted to work with the committees of both towns in providing financial support for the erection of the lights and the purchase of a number of new fittings. Our colleagues in the Councils Tourism section have recently commissioned reels which showcase the Clones and Ballybay towns. I would like to compliment all involved in this project. 



Housing Schemes in Municipal District update 
Monaghan County Council has recently acquired 10 and 12 Cara Street Clones. Craft Studios Architects have been appointed in November as PSDP and Employers Representative providing a complete design, statutory approval, and supervision professional services for Housing Projects on the two sites.  We envisage a 24-month design and construction period for the two sites. 

Church Street social housing project Ballybay 
Water has now been connected and currently going through the snagging process. It is envisaged that this process will be completed before the Christmas break with new tenants moving into these properties in early January.

An Clos Ballybay Ballybay 
Works are well progressed on this housing scheme which when completed will provide an additional 7 housing units. The attenuation system has been installed and the contractor is currently installing a new petrol interceptor. Substructure on houses 1-7 are completed. Finished floors are poured on houses 1,2,3,6 &7 along with underfloor heat pipes. Block/brick work has commenced on houses 6 & 7, although work is currently suspended due to the low temperatures. It is anticipated that these houses will be completed by the end of Q2 2023.

Town and Village Scheme 2023 
Following on from the preparation of detailed funding applications, a number of projects in the Ballybay Clones Municipal District have received funding under the Departments Town and Village Renewal Programme 

Ballybay €194,570
Project consists of upgrading and provision of new play equipment and landscaping at Corrybrennan Park, Ballybay. Carol Lambe has agreed to facilitate public consultation for this scheme. We hope to proceed with this in early 2023. 
It is recommended that the Municipal District provide match funding of 10% for this scheme.  

Smithborough €147,545
Project consists of the construction of a walking track with lighting around the Eire GAA playing and astro-turf facilities at Railway Park in the village of Smithborough. 

Newbliss €50,000
This project aims to turn a building adjacent to the Acorn Centre into a community hub. The funding will allow for the assessment of the building, architectural and structural surveys, design consultation and preparation of proposal, QS, planning application, tender package, cost report, fire safety cert and disabled access cert. 





Consideration of draft Section 183 Notice – Disposal of the site on which the Clones Business Technology Park Building is constructed.

Mr McNally noted that, Monaghan County Enterprise Fund CLG have previously received external funding to construct the Clones Technology Park building– they are the owners of this building. The building is situated adjacent to a carpark which is in the ownership of Monaghan County Council.  Prior to the construction of the building, the then Clones Town Council agreed to dispose of the site for the building (0.1796 hectares) to Monaghan County Enterprise Fund CLG for a nominal fee (€1).

[bookmark: _Hlk121398742]A Section 183 Notice for this disposal was previously approved by Clones Town Council on 26th March 2007. During the transfer process of the site, it was noted that sections of the site were unregistered. The issue of unregistered property was only finally resolved in 2021. 

Arising from this issue, the Council was unable to complete the transfer as per the approved Section 183 notice of 26th March 2007. Some minor discrepancies have now been noted in the originally approved Section 183 Notice and the area of the lands being transferred to Monaghan County Enterprise Fund CLG.  Following legal consultation, it was advised for completeness and clarity, to seek a new Section 183 Notice approval for the transfer.

Mr McNally recommended that Monaghan County Council dispose of the site on which the Clones Business Technology Park building is constructed - the area of which is 0.1266 (ha) to Monaghan County Enterprise Fund CLG.  Monaghan County Council to provide a licence to Monaghan County Enterprise Fund CLG granting access to the adjoining carpark (0.1373 ha)- (associated with the use and upkeep of their building). Monaghan County Council to retain full ownership of the carpark. 


[bookmark: _Hlk108598280]Proposals arising out of Municipal District Report:
On the proposal of Cllr. Seamus Coyle, seconded by Cllr. Sean Gilliland, it was agreed the Municipal district will provide 10% match funding - for upgrading and provision of new play equipment and landscaping at Corrybrennan Park, Ballybay which has funding in the sum of €194,570.

On the proposal of Cllr. Seamus Coyle, seconded by Cllr. Richard Truell, it was agreed the Municipal district will provide 10% match funding - for the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme of Dartery Forest Park, which has funding in the sum of €200,000.

Consideration of draft Section 183 Notice – Disposal of the site on which the Clones Business Technology Park Building is constructed.  This proposal will be considered by Monaghan County Council at the next meeting.  It was noted by the members and no objections were raised.

[bookmark: _Hlk104972778]6. Matters arising from previous minutes
Matters arising out of the minutes of the Municipal District Meeting held on the 21st of November 2022 were responded to by the relevant officials.  

Proposals arising out of previous minutes:
On the proposal of Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney, seconded by Cllr. Seamus Coyle, it was agreed by all an invitation will be extended to Chief Fire Officer Dermot Brannigan to attend the January 2023 meeting to give a presentation to the Members on the new Ballybay Fire Station. 

7.	Questions
[bookmark: _Hlk103788370][bookmark: _Hlk119319159]Cllr Seamus Coyle will ask:
(1). As we all fully acknowledge the final approval by the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage Daragh O'Brien TD and the excellent work of Monaghan County Council Civil Defence & Fire Protection Unit in progressing Ballybay Fire Station to Tender Stage for a €3.3 building contract, can Monaghan County Council outline the next steps in the progression to construction and what we are doing as the lead Local Authority to expediate the construction of Ballybay's new state of the Art fire station?

Answer:
Following is an indicative timeline for New Ballybay Fire Station: 
· Tender documents finalised and tendering process to commence                     Q1 2023 
· Appointment of contractor and construction to commence                                 Q3 2023
· Construction period to be circa 15 months
· Completion date for new fire station in Ballybay                                                    Q4 2024.  

(2). As 2022 draws to a close, can Monaghan County council give a full outline of Road Restoration works carried out in the Ballybay-Clones Municipal District in the past year, also an estimate of kilometres of Roads (Regional & Local) in categories 1-4 of the categorisation of impassable roadways and based on 2022 coatings, the estimated cost of restoration of these roadways?

Answer:
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The total expenditure on the Ballybay Clones Municipal District Road Restoration Improvement programme for 2023 was €2.7million. This has resulted in the resurfacing of 18km of roads. 
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The total expenditure on the Ballybay Clones Municipal District Road Restoration Maintenance programme for 2023 was €2.7million. This has resulted in the surface dressing of 34.6km of roads. 

There are currently 145km of road in the Municipal District of Ballybay Clones with a Pavement Management System rating of 1-4. Based on the indicative 2022 costs of €150,000/km, it would require approximately €21.7 million to overlay these roads. 


(3). Can Monaghan County Council give an update on progress for further Road Safety Improvements in Latton Village, to enhance the excellent works done on footpaths from St. Mary’s Chapel to the School/Resource Centre & GAA Centre etc.  The further works now essential are traffic control in the area of the Chapel Gates/Pedestrian Road Crossing & Footpath to Car Park, adjacent to Scóil Mhuire etc?

Answer
Currently all works under the acquired funding streams for Latton are complete. Should future funding streams come on stream, then the Municipal District will assess these funding streams for suitability for application for additional works in Latton.  

(4). Can Monaghan County Council give an update on progress to date on their plans for works at Cul Brennan and Corrybrennan Park, Ballybay i.e., upgrading of Playgrounds for children & young adults, also the replacement of defective foot pathing in the estates, etc. as they are a Health & Safety hazard?


Answer
Cul Brennan and Corrybrennan Park have just received an allocation of €194,570 under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme to upgrade the playground in the estate. It is proposed to commence public consultation with the residents in early 2023. These works will be designed and constructed in Q4 2023.

(5). Can Monaghan County Council immediately have repair work carried out to the wall in Cul Brennan, Ballybay as it is currently a Health & Safety Hazard.  Clearly there is slippage in the foundation, bricks are falling down etc, while children continue to climb/play on it, it’s an emergency and requires urgent/immediate repairers?

Answer:
Monaghan County Council along with a specialist contractor inspected the retaining wall at Cul Brannan Housing Estate, Ballybay.  This inspection confirmed the retaining wall is structurally stable and no immediate work is required.  This type of retaining wall relies on a structural geo-grid that reinforces and stabilises the earth behind the visible face of the wall.  The function of the visible blocks is mainly aesthetic and the manner in which they are interlocked eliminates the possibility of collapse.  It is expected that no significant structural remedial work will be required. As the issue is primarily aesthetic and not structural it is not considered urgent.

Monaghan County Council will have a further inspection report carried out to alleviate any concerns of the nearby residents.

8. CE Orders
CE orders 89/22 to 92/22 were noted by the members.

9. Votes of Congratulations/Sympathy

Votes of Congratulations:
· Heater Humphreys TD, Minister of Social Protection, Rural and Community Development. 
On behalf of Ballybay Clones Municipal District Elected Members, Staff and Community we wish to extend thanks to you and your Department for the funding awarded to our Municipal District in the past year.   We have received tremendous support form you as Minister in both Rural and Social Protection and wish to offer our congratulations on your appointment in the new Cabinet. 
Proposed by Cllr. Sean Gilliland seconded by Cllr Richard Truell and agreed by all.

Votes of Sympathy:
· Patrick Sheridan & the Sheridan family on the passing of Bridie Sheridan, Boyher Rockcorry Co. Monaghan.
· Irish Defence Forces, Newbidge, Co. Kildare on the passing of Private Seán Rooney.

Proposed by Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney, seconded by Cllr. Seamus Coyle and agreed by all. 


10 [bookmark: _Hlk54017222] AOB
Cllr Pat Treanor advised on December 28th 2022 at 5pm in Clones Courthouse there will be a Remembrance Event to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Donegal, Cavan and Monaghan bombings.   


Meeting concluded. 



Signed	__________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 


Signed	__________________________ 
Meetings Administrator
Date 	16th January 2023
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