[bookmark: _Hlk32842819]The Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones

Minutes of proceedings of the monthly meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones held on Monday 23rd January 2023, 10am, Clones Market House, Clones, County Monaghan.   
Members Present: 	The Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney presided,
The following members were also present: Cllrs: Pat Treanor, Richard Truell, Sean Gilliland and Seamus Coyle.


In Attendance:	Gareth McMahon A/Director of Services, Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-Ordinator, Colin Murphy Executive Engineer, and Gillian Costello Staff Officer.

	Chief Fire Officer Dermot Brannigan & Deirdriu McQuaid Peace Link Clones.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Hugh McElvaney welcomed all to the January meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones.  The Cathaoirleach noted that this meeting was rescheduled due to the lack of a quorum at the scheduled meeting of 16th January 2023.

1. Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr Pat Treanor seconded by Cllr Seamus Coyle, it was agreed that the minutes of the Municipal District meeting held on the 19th December 2022, be confirmed.  

2. Correspondence Sent
Correspondence was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

3. Correspondence Received
Correspondence was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

Further to the update provided by Water Services on remedial works for the Alders Ballybay it was noted for Members information the resolution date is expected to be during 2023.

4. Consideration of presentation on Peace Link five-year plan – Ms Deirdriu McQuaid, Peace Link.
Ms Deirdriu McQuaid, Peace Link representative presented the Peace Link Five Year Plan to the Members.  Ms Deirdriu McQuaid was commended for a very informative presentation on the work and achievements to date of the Peace Link and their future plans.  The dedication and commitment of Deirdriu and all the Peace Link committee in progressing this facility, the services offered, and community engagement was noted.

5. Consideration of presentation on proposed new Fire Station Ballybay, Mr Dermot Brannigan Chief Fire    
     Officer 
Mr Dermot Brannigan gave a presentation on the proposed new fire station in Ballybay to the Members on which they commended Chief Fire Officer and all those involved in bringing this proposal to Stage 4. All agreed that the facility upgrade for both fire fighters and those who will utilise this service is welcomed.

Cllr. Sean Gilliland proposed that this Municipal District send a letter of acknowledgement to Monaghan Fire Service & Station Officer Ballybay for their successful efforts to bring the new fire station to Stage 4.  Thanking past and present members of the Fire Service for their dedicated service. This was seconded by Cllr. Seamus Coyle and agreed by all.

6. Report by Municipal District Co-Ordinator.  
[bookmark: _Hlk98766625][bookmark: _Hlk114661426]Presented by Mr. Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-Ordinator.

Ballybay Town Team 
The next meeting of Town team is on Thursday 2nd February 2023. The Municipal District office are arranging for a facilitator to attend the meeting to assist the team in developing a five-year plan of work. 

Works are still ongoing on the Monaghan Road out of Ballybay. These will be completed by the end of March. Refurbishment works to the boathouse and installation of the lido in the Town Park are ongoing and will be completed by the end of March. 

Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership 
Unfortunately, the required quorum wasn’t present at the AGM of the Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership held on 23rd November 2022 or 19th January 2023. 

It is now proposed to hold the AGM of the Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership on Thursday 26th January 2023 7.00pm via Teams.  The election of Chair and Vice Chair will occur at this meeting. In line with the standing orders, an elected member from the Republic of Ireland will hold the position of Chair for the next 12 months.  Full attendance of the members would be appreciated.  

Clones to Smithborough Greenway 
Due to the lack of staff recourses in the Municipal District, our colleagues in the Councils roads section have agreed to take the lead on this project. The design consultant, Mc Adam Design, are currently progressing the preliminary design for the preferred route and making any required amendments to the alignment. The preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report will follow on from this.  Meetings with impacted landowners to discuss the preferred route and their concerns works has commenced. Landowner discussions will remain ongoing over the coming months as the Council endeavour to contact all landowners impacted by the project. It is currently proposed to submit a Part 8 planning application in Q3 of this year. 

Corrybreenan Cul Breenan Park playground 
Further to the award of funding under the Departments Town and Village Renewal Programme Carol Lambe of the Councils Community and Enterprise section has agreed to assist with the public consultation for this scheme. The location and details of this event are currently being finalised but it likely to occur in early February. 

The event will seek input from the residents and particular the children of the estates as to the composition and function of the playground. 

Roads Programme
Presented by Mr. Colin Murphy, Executive Engineer
The Engineering staff have completed the roads measure for the 2023 programme and have submitted this to Road’s section together with the drawings and H&S documents for tender. Roads Section are hoping to go to tender no later than the first week of February.  

Ongoing maintenance works 
The gangs are currently working on drainage issues that have arisen over the last few weeks. These include Kilnacran, Drumfaldra, Scotshouse Quarries, verge slippage at Lisnalong. We have a gang installing 12 new parking spaces in the Cabra estate in Threemilehouse and another gang has just completed the fence replacement at Carn Dun in Clones. 

Active Travel
Works on Cannons Lane have stalled as we await the undergrounding of the ducting by the ESB. The ducting has been installed for the public lighting. The Crash barrier on the R181 Lough Egish to Castleblayney road was installed in January. 

Matters arising out of the Municipal District Report were responded to by the relevant officials.  

[bookmark: _Hlk108598280]Proposals arising out of Municipal District Report:
On the proposal of Cllr. Richard Truell, seconded by Cathaoirleach Cllr. Hugh McElvaney, it was agreed the Municipal district will invite Waterways Ireland to attend the February Municipal District meeting to provide an update to Members on the Marina Project.   Mr Gareth McMahon will follow up with the Active Travel Team in relation to 98 Avenue Clones, pedestrian crossing.

[bookmark: _Hlk104972778]7. Matters arising from previous minutes
Matters arising out of the minutes of the Municipal District Meeting held on the 19th December 2022 were responded to by the relevant officials.  

Proposals arising out of previous minutes:
On the proposal of Cllr Pat Treanor, seconded by Cllr. Richard Truell, it was agreed by all an invitation will be extended to Mr. John Reilly Executive Engineer, Housing to attend the February 2023 meeting to give a presentation to the Members on the full complement of schemes available to property owners. 

8. Notice of Motion
Motion received from Cllr Coyle:

"That Ballybay-Clones Municipal District demands of the Minister for the Environment, Climate, Communications and Transport, Eamon Ryan TD, the Minister of State for International, Road Transport and Logistics at the Department of Transport, Jack Chambers TD and the Government, the immediate expediating of waiting times for National Car Testing(NCTs),required for all vehicles over 4 years, as the Road Safety Authority, on whose behalf, Swiss Company, Applus operate the NCT, with all applicants, facing lengthy waiting periods, feeling they are breaking the law, liable to prosecution with harsh penalties and concerned for the validity of their vehicles insurance, the enormity of the delays are unacceptable at a time, when Road Safety should be a priority for all".

(Motion to be forwarded to above Ministers and all Oireachtas Members for the Cavan/Monaghan Constituency).

Proposed by Cllr. Seamus Coyle, seconded by Cllr Pat Treanor and unanimously agreed by all. 

9. Questions
[bookmark: _Hlk103788370][bookmark: _Hlk119319159]Cllr Seamus Coyle will ask:
(1). Can Monaghan County Council outline in detail the status of each of the following estates application’s to be Taken in Charge, as a number of these Homeowner/Residents submitted applications are with Monaghan County Council a lengthy period, in some cases dating back to 2019-

Answer:
The Alders, Clones Road, Ballybay.
Consultant engineers were appointed in July 2022 to carry out detailed site investigations to inform a technical design solution to the subsidence problems in the foul network.  Site investigation works and a topographical survey have been completed and a final design solution was put to tender with responses received in November 2022.  The previous agreed Site Resolution Plan has recently been amended to reflect new tender costs, and Irish Water are reviewing the amended Site Resolution Plan at present.

Sruthan Claddagh, Meeting House Lane, Ballybay.
A taking in charge application was received in August 2022.  The Local Authority has carried out a technical assessment of the development. In addition, it has consulted with Irish Water and are still awaiting their response. The process shall be progressed upon the receipt of their comments. A 2015 MOU agreement signed between local authorities and Irish Water requires that local authorities and Irish Water advance the taking in charge of estates together.

Knocknamaddy Estate, Ballybay.
A taking in charge application was received in April 2022. The Local Authority has carried out a technical assessment of the development. In addition, it has consulted with Irish Water and are still awaiting their response. The process shall be progressed upon the receipt of their comments.  A 2015 MOU agreement signed between local authorities and Irish Water requires that local authorities and Irish Water advance the taking in charge of estates together. 

Dartry Estate, Rockcorry.
A taking in charge application was received in March 2022. The Local Authority has carried out a technical assessment of the development. In addition, it has consulted with Irish Water and are currently awaiting their response. The process shall be progressed upon the receipt of their comments. 


Carrowbarra Island, Smithborough.
Remedial works necessary to bring the estate up to taking in charge standard have been identified and costed.  The Planning Authority are continuing to pursue the drawdown of the planning bond, and it is necessary to seek new legal services to continue this.  Irish Water have advised that the pursuit of the bond must be exhausted in order for the taking in charge process to be concluded.

(2). What is the up-to-date situation with regard to the Streetscape works for Lower Main Street, Ballybay, can Monaghan County Council outline their plans for these works, sources of funding and timescale for these works?

Answer: 
Monaghan County Council has prepared preliminary proposals to improve the public realm on Lower Main Street Ballybay. The estimated cost of the works is greater than €500,000. The Council will continue to seek to identify funding opportunities for the proposed works. The progression of these works is subject to securing the necessary funding.

[bookmark: _Hlk124425486](3). Can Monaghan County Council outline their plans for Installation of Electric Car Charging Points in Ballybay, Clones and the villages across the Ballybay-Clones Municipal District?

[bookmark: _Hlk124426366]Answer: 
Monaghan County Council currently does not have any plans to directly provide Electric Car Charging Points. The Council is currently seeking to advance pilot projects for the provision of Electric Car Charging Points in Ballybay and Newbliss. These charging points will be installed, operated, and owned by a private entity. It is envisaged that Electric Car Charging Points will be installed in Ballybay during Q1 2023. Discussions in relation to the Newbliss Charging points are at preliminary stage. 

(4). Can Monaghan County Council outline their plans/methods & dates for their Public Consultation with the residences of Corrybrennan Park and Cul Brennan Estate, Ballybay on the works to be done to upgrade the Playground etc, with the €214,027.00 allocated from the Ballybay-Clones Municipal District and under the Town & Village Renewal Scheme?

Answer: 
Monaghan County Council is proposing to hold a public consultation event in the coming weeks, for the proposed improvement works to the playground in the Corrybrennan Park and Cul Brennan Estate, Details of this event are currently being finalised.  The details of the event will be advertised on the Councils social media platforms and local press. 

(5).While there is great appreciation of the works carried out by the Ballybay - Clones Municipal District on the Junction known locally as Hanratty's, the Junction of the Tullycorbet Rd.(R184) & the Monaghan-Ballybay Rd.(R162),Corfad, Ballybay, on the Monaghan side for vehicles exiting from the Tullycorbet Rd., there is great concern of the poor visibility of vehicles coming from the Ballybay Town side, due to the height/brea on the town side, could Monaghan County Council, consider Safety Measurers i.e. the erection of Flashing Signage placed in the area of the Cuan Mhuire House entrance, to warn oncoming traffic of the junction, given the poor visibility?.

Answer:
A number of advance junction warning and directional signs are currently installed on the Ballybay Town side of this junction.  The Municipal District currently do not have plans to erect additional signage at this location at present. The location may be considered for inclusion for funding under the 2024 Low-Cost accident reduction programme. 

10.  CE Orders
CE orders 93/22 to 01/23 were noted by the members.

11.  Votes of Congratulations/Sympathy

Votes of Sympathy:
· To Carmel Lynch on the passing of her father Stevie Hughes of Lisseggerton Clones Co. Monaghan.  
· To Brendan Smith TD, on the passing of his brother Cllr. Sean Smith.

Votes of Congratulations:
Congratulations to Craig Connolly, Assistant Engineer, Ballyaby/Clones Municipal District and his wife Stephanie on the birth of their daughter Hannah. 

Proposed by Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney, seconded by Cllr. Pat Treanor and agreed by all. 

[bookmark: _Hlk54017222]12. AOB
Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney proposed that a feasibility study is undertaken in Ballybay to initiate the installation of CCTV in the town.  Cllr. Sean Gilliland seconded this proposal.  Mr Gareth McMahon advised the Members this can be done, the process is a timely and previous installations throughout Monaghan took 3 to 4 years to complete all the required reporting and approvals.  

Cllr. Seamus Coyle proposed; the Ballybay/Clones Municipal District Executive, in a multi-agency grouping i.e., Monaghan County Council, An Garda Síochána, Scoil Mhuire Board Of Management, Rockcorry Parents Association etc. put in place immediately a Road Safety Plan/Traffic Management Plan, particularly for the facility on the R188, Monaghan Road, Rockcorry adjacent to Rockcorry Creche.  To ensure the safety of all pupils, parents and staff at the facilities where Scoil Mhuire have relocated to the village for the very welcome reconstruction and extension of Scoil Mhuire.

This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Richard Truell and unanimously agreed by all. Mr McNally advised the Members that the schools had a responsibility to ensure there is a Traffic Management plan is in place for pick up and drop off.  Mr Gareth McMahon noted that he will discuss this action with the Councils Road Safety Officer Mr Adrian O’Sullivan who will work with all parties concerned to ensure a plan is implemented.  A report will be circulated at the next Municipal District Meeting.  





Meeting concluded. 



Signed	__________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 



Signed	__________________________ 
Meetings Administrator
Date 	20th February 2023
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