[bookmark: _Hlk32842819]The Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones

Minutes of proceedings of the monthly meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones held on Monday 21st November 2022, 10.00am, Civic Office Ballybay County Monaghan. 

Members Present: 	The Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney presided,
The following members were also present: Cllrs: Pat Treanor, Richard Truell, and Seamus Coyle.

Apologies:		Cllr. Sean Gilliland.

In Attendance:	Gareth McMahon A/Director of Services, Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-Ordinator, Colin Murphy Executive Engineer, Darragh Drury Graduate Engineer, Lorraine Brogan Assistant Staff Officer, and Gillian Costello Staff Officer.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Hugh McElvaney welcomed all to the November meeting of the Municipal District of Ballybay-Clones.  

With the agreement of The Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney and all the elected members, a presentation by Darina Kierans Executive Planner on Residential Zoned Land Tax was made.  Members were advised on progress to date. 

The RZLT Report was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

1. Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr Seamus Coyle seconded by Cllr Pat Treanor, it was agreed that the minutes of the Municipal District meeting held on the 17th of October 2022, be confirmed.  

2. Correspondence Sent
Correspondence was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

3. Correspondence Received
Correspondence was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

Proposals arising out of correspondence:
[bookmark: _Hlk116285954]On the proposal of Cllr. Pat Treanor, seconded by Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney, it was agreed the Bikers Memorial Committee will be supported in their request to erect a permanent national bikers memorial to remember all those lost in road traffic collisions.  The proposal is unanimously agreed by all Members and the Executive.  

4. Consideration of presentation on Peace Link five-year plan – Ms Deirdriu McQuaid, Peace Link.
This presentation is deferred until the December Meeting.  


5. Report by Municipal District Co-Ordinator.  

[bookmark: _Hlk98766625][bookmark: _Hlk114661426]Presented by Mr. Kevin McNally Municipal District Co-Ordinator.
The Municipal District Report was circulated with the agenda for the meeting and was noted by Members.

Ballybay Town Park 
[bookmark: _Hlk100659324]The Municipal District office has completed the design work and procurement for the proposed Lido and refurbishment of the boathouse. The contract for the required works of the boathouse has been awarded to Pat Denning Ltd.  Works will consist of provision of electrical supply to the building, repairs to roof/ access door and provision of internal drainage. Works have recently commenced and will hopefully be completed before the end of the year. 
In conjunction with these works, Sammy Wilkin has commenced works on the proposed lido in Ballybay Town Park. This project consists of the provision of a beach area to the lake, new footpath from the Castleblayney road to the park, and the provision of new seating and benches. unfortunately works have been delayed due to the recent heavy rain. Works will recommence once ground conditions improve.   
Ballybay Town Team 
The last meeting of the Ballybay Town Team occurred on Thursday 10th November.  Thursday’s meeting was very productive, and a number of future projects were discussed. The team have agreed to meet again on Thursday 19th January 2023. The Municipal District office are arranging for a facilitator to attend the meeting to assist the team in developing a five-year plan of work. 
Killyvaghan Carpark 
The contract for the works at Killyvaghan Carpark which has been awarded to NC plant hire is substantially complete. Outstanding works include the provision of seating and tables. These items will be provided in due course.    
Dartry Forest park 
[bookmark: _Hlk116632408]The Paul Hograth company, who has been appointed to complete the design works at Dartrey forest park have prepared preliminary design options which have been reviewed by the Council. These proposals have been presented to Coillte – following their review a number of minor changes have been requested. 
A focused consultation event was held on Monday 17th October at the Tanagh Outdoor centre with a number of key stakeholders. The proposals were generally well received. Due to the extent of the proposed works, Part 8 planning approval will be required for the proposed works.  
A further meeting has been scheduled with Coillte for Wednesday next to discuss proposed uniform signage between Erica’s Forest and the remainder of the Dartrey Estate. 
A comprehensive funding application for Phase 2 of the scheme has been submitted under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. If successful, it is hoped that the delivery of this phase will proceed in parallel with Phase1. 
Proposed Ballybay to Castleblayney Greenway  
Following receipt of funding under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, the Municipal District has commenced the procurement process to appoint a consultant to advance the project through the route selection and statutory approval stages. Tenders have been received and they are currently being assessed. It is hoped to make the required appointment in the coming weeks. 
Dromore River Blueway 
Following receipt of funding under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, the Council has commissioned Canoeing Ireland to undertake a paddle survey on the proposed Dromore River Blueway. Once we have this report, we will be in a position to move to the next stage which is to procure a technical design team to work on the designs and specifications for the recommended infrastructure along the route and to submit a Part 8 planning application for the scheme. 
We hope to be progress the scheme to shovel ready stage and make an application under the next round of ORIS funding
Clones Town and Village Cara Street and Traffic Analysis report
As part of this funding, the Council appointed DBFL consultant engineers to undertake an analysis of traffic movements in the town. A draft report has been received and has been reviewed by other sections of the Council and was presented to Clones Town Council on 29th September 2022.  
At the request of the Municipal District members, on 11th November 2022 a meeting was held with the members and the Clones Town Team. Following the meeting a site visit was undertaken, during which everyone was afforded the opportunity to see the proposed works on the ground.  A number of minor changes, such as the proposed relocation of the EV points to the lower Diamond have been suggested. The consultant Engineers DBFL are currently reviewing the comments received and will amend their proposals were relevant. 
In order to complete the works in the vicinity of Abbey Street and the Ball Alley, Part 8 planning approval will be required. This process will commence in the coming weeks.
[bookmark: _Hlk108358039]Town and Village- Drum and Rockcorry Village Plans

[bookmark: _Hlk106546782][bookmark: _Hlk116636807]Following the preparation and issuing of tender documentation for the procurement of consultants to deliver the villages plans for Drum and Rockcorry Village, the Council has awarded the contract to Sheridan Woods.  Preliminary surveys have been completed.  Public consultations events were held in Drum and Rockcorry on Wednesday 9th November Tuesday 15th November respectively. We had an excellent turn out at both nights and the consultants were able to gather a lot of information on the opportunities and challenges facing the villages. The finalised plans will provide support for community-led village development and take a long-term overview of key opportunities and projects, which will result in socio-economic, cultural, and environmental benefits for residents, businesses, and visitors. These plans are a key requirement for the community or the Council to apply for funding for the area. 
Further consultation is planned for the coming weeks. 
Town and Village - Clones Town 

The Municipal District office has awarded the contract for the provision of technical expertise to assist with the scoping of the Fermanagh Street streetscape scheme to Craftstudio Architects. Craftstudio Architects have undertaken a preliminary survey of the area and have developed a draft colour palette and proposals for the Fermanagh Street micro park. 
We are currently awaiting approval from the Department regarding a number of minor changes to the scope of the project. Expressions of interest from property owners will be sought once approval from the Department has been received 
Following a procurement process, the Municipal District has appointed Sammy Wilkin to remove a number of build outs on Fermanagh Street. These works have been completed and have resulted in a further five spaces being provided on Fermanagh Street 
Town and Village -Threemilehouse Village Recreation facility improvements 
The proposed outdoor fitness equipment has been installed in Threemilhouse village. The local community have prepared and submitted the required planning application for the proposed Muga. Final grant of permission is due to be issued in the coming weeks.  This project will hopefully advance to construction stage in the new year. 
O’ Neill Park Playground 
Following on from the award of funding under the Play and Recreation Capital Grant Funding Scheme 2022 for refurbishment works at the ONeill park playground, the Municipal District has replaced a number of steel decks on the equipment and the wetpour surfacing. The Municipal District staff have also repainted the equipment. The complected works look very well. 
Active travel schemes 

Ballybay Monaghan Rd, Old Keady Rd junction realignment 
Following a detailed design and procurement process, the Municipal District office has awarded the construction of the Ballybay Monaghan Rd, Old Keady Rd junction to Sammy Wilkin and Sons. This project is being partly funded via Active travel and planning contributions. Works are due commence shortly 


Lough Egish junction realignment project 
The Part Eight process for this scheme was approved by Monaghan County Council during the July meeting of the Council. Negotiations for the required lands have been agreed in principal and have been referred to the respective solicitors to complete contracts of sale.
The Municipal District office has completed the detailed design of the project and is still awaiting approval from the NTA. The NTA have raised a number of concerns regarding the viability of the scheme. The Council is proposing to commence the procurement process for the project and to further engage with the NTA and Department in order to secure the necessary funding for the scheme. 
Clones Town Active Travel Schemes
The NTA inspector has requested that the Active travel schemes planned for Clones town, which consist of proposed pedestrian crossing at Analore Street, cycle path on 98 Avenue, Public lighting on Clones Scotshouse Road are paused and that a high-level review of the projects is undertaken. DBFL have been appointed to undertake this review – it is currently ongoing. 

Active travel scheme – Tirnahinch
Monaghan County Council has received funding under the Active travel programme to provide a footpath from the Cherry Park estate to the border with Northern Ireland. As the scheme is located in proximity to Kilroosky Lough, the Council have arranged for the commissioning of EIA and AA screening reports for the scheme. Both of these reports have determined that the scheme will have not have an impact on the site. The Active travel unit has completed the procurement process for the contractor and works will commence early in 2023. 

Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership 
It is proposed to hold the AGM Ballybay Clones Erne East Partnership on Wednesday 23rd November at 6.00pm via Teams. 

The election of Chair and Vice Chair will occur at this meeting. In line with the standing orders, an elected member from the Republic Of Ireland will hold the position of Chair for the next 12 months. Full attendance of the members would be appreciated.  

Community Awards Night 
The Municipal District Community awards night has been scheduled for next Thursday at 7.00pm in the Creighton Hotel Clones. Invites have been issued to 40 community groups and as per other years we are expecting a good attendance. The night offers the Council to acknowledge the great work been done by the various community groups in the Municipal District. 

Christmas Lights Switch on
Clones Chamber of Commerce are planning to switch on the Christmas lights on Friday next. Ballybay town are scheduled to switch on their Christmas lights on Friday 2nd December. The Municipal District office has been delighted to work with the committees of both towns in providing financial support for the erection of the lights and the purchase of a number of new fittings. We would like to wish them well in their events. 
[bookmark: _Hlk108598280]Roads Programme update
Presented by Mr. Colin Murphy Executive Engineer:
Overlay Works on the R212 from Clonkeen to the Hilton estate are now complete. The contractor has also completed overlay works on the R162 near Creevagh church which was delayed due to the possible presence of Badger Sets. 
Kelly’s Road lining have completed lining works on the regional roads that were surface dressed in October. They also undertook some road lining at Killeevan. 
Low Cost Safety Improvement Scheme
Works are Substantially complete on the R188/L6320 Trinity Chapel Road in relation to improving sight visibility at the local road junction on the Regional Road this week. 
Active Travel
A Municipal District Outdoor Gang has commenced works on Cannons Lane. This work involves taking away the embankment to improve forward visibility on the road, undergrounding of ESB lines, the erection of 13 no lights on the lane and some accommodation works for the landowner. This works should be complete early in the new year. 
The Leylandii trees have been cut along the N54 in Smithborough opposite Maple Grove and a new fence has been installed in their place. The lights have also been extended from Maple Grove to the Scotstown road junction.
The Leylandii trees have also been cut on the R183 outside Ballybay town which were in danger of knocking off ESB lines from falling branches.  

[bookmark: _Hlk104972778]6. Matters arising out of the minutes of the Municipal District Meeting held on 11th July 2022
Matters arising out of the minutes of the Municipal District Meeting held on the 17th October 2022 were responded to by the relevant officials.  

7.	Questions
[bookmark: _Hlk103788370][bookmark: _Hlk119319159]Cllr Seamus Coyle will ask:
(1).Can Monaghan County Council give a detailed update on the progress of the construction/commissioning to service of the New Ballybay Fire Station-
· Construction commencement date?
· Costings etc?
· Possible completion date?
· Transfer of Ballybay Fire Fighting Service Personal from their unfit for purpose/outdated location?



Answer:
Monaghan Fire & Civil Protection are currently seeking Departmental approval to proceed to tender for Ballybay Fire Station.  Once approval is obtained the following timeline is envisaged: 
· Tendering process to take 3 months 
· Appointment of contractor and construction to commence within the subsequent 3 months post tendering, 
· Once works commence, construction period to be 15 months
· Subject to funding approval the new fire station to be available for use in Q4 2024.  

The overall project cost estimated to be €3.3m. 

(2). Can Monaghan over the coming arrange to have all signage i.e. Stop/Yield/Concealed Entrance/Directional Signage etc, etc, checked/cleaned as many such signs are turned/angled in the wrong way, having been hit by vehicles/hedge trimmers etc, this can be hazardous, in terms of road safety, particularly at junctions?

Answer:
Ballybay Clones Municipal District manage circa 1,000km of roads. The Municipal District will organise to have these roads surveyed in conjunction with Monaghan County Councils Roads Section. Following this survey, a programme of works will be put in place to have defective junction signage replaced or repaired.  


(3). Can Monaghan County Council immediately arrange to have Water issues, flooding on to the road as a result of Pipe Blockage in the Lisgorran/Edeneane area, Ballybay, or what is known locally as Brennan's Shop Cross(LP03901/LP03900/LP03903),as the water flowing down the brea's will be extremely dangerous, during frost in the winter months ahead?

Answer:
The Balybay Clones Municipal District office will have this location examined and if required will have the pipework jetted to clear any identified blockages. 


(4).Can Monaghan County Council immediately arrange to have the seriously damaged Safety Barrier at Cabra(R181),on the Castleblayney-Lough Egish Rd., in the vicinity of what is known locally as Reilly's Shop, as its current condition, endangers the residents, it was placed there to protect and while the Anti-Skid Measurers put in place, were very welcome, can Monaghan County Council carry out a full assessment of what additional Measurers need to be put in place to avoid, further serious road traffic collisions at this junction?.

Answer:
Following a procurement process, the Ballybay Clones Municipal District office has appointed a contractor to replace the damaged safety barrier at this location. In addition to these works, an application has been made under the 2023 Low-cost safety improvement scheme to re-camber the road at this location. The progression of these works will be subject to funding. 

[bookmark: _Hlk119319443](5). Can Monaghan County Council give an update on progress in the Taking-in-Charge of the Sruthan Claddagh Housing Estate, Meeting House Lane, Ballybay, particularly the connecting of the Public Lighting, as in these long dark winter nights, the complete darkness is a huge Health & Safety concern to the residents?.

Answer:
Sruthan Claddagh, Meeting House Lane, Ballybay. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115173829]A taking in charge application for this estate was received in August 2022.  The Local Authority has carried out a technical assessment of the development. In addition, it has consulted with Irish Water and are currently awaiting their response. The public lighting network in the estate has also been surveyed. The Council is currently seeking quotations for the necessary remedial works. The process shall be progressed upon the receipt of their comments.  

Councillor Richard Truell will ask:

Q1: Can Monaghan County Council examine the need to cut back overgrown trees at Boyher Rockcorry, Cootehill Road out of Rockcorry Village, as they are prohibiting people from using the footpath with all the leaves and debris that's falling onto the footpath from the trees.

Answer:
The Municipal District currently do not have any plans to cut back trees at Boyher, Rockcorry as they are not prohibiting people from using the footpath. The footpath has been recently washed, which has removed the leaves, debris and algae that was present at various locations.  

Q2: Can Monaghan County Council examine the entrance and surroundings of Drumate Lake and if there is any scope of works, to apply under the outdoor recreational funding to allow better access to the lake, so that people and fishermen can visit the lake easier.

Answer:
Monaghan County Council undertook considerable development of Drumate Lake in 2007, which consisted of a new access lane, boundary fence and parking on the eastern shore of the lake. Should a suitable opportunity arise under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure funding stream, the Municipal District will consider Drumate lake for a further funding application. 

Q3: Can Monaghan County Council work on applying for funding to clean the Bunnoe River. The river was cleaned in 2019 and I feel the process of seeking funding should be examined.

Answer:
Extensive remedial works, in keeping with the requirements of Inland Fisheries were completed on the Bunnoe River in 2019. The Municipal District do not have any current plans to apply for funding to for further works to the Bunnoe River.

Q4: Can Monaghan County Council re-examine the road at Drum Church of Ireland in Drum village for a safety improvement works at that location as its turning out to be extremely dangerous for anyone attending services, people maintaining the church and visiting a grave. There have been incidents where people have had their cars tipped by passing traffic. Could the road be re-aligned or more signage or cushion ramps be installed. 

Answer:
The Municipal District have placed an order for the installation of 6 new public lights in the vicinity of Drum Church of Ireland which will be funded by the Clar Programme. This will enhance the safety at this location. Once these lights have been installed the Municipal District will examine if there are any further safety measures that can be implemented. 

Q5: Can Monaghan County Council examine safety measures under the low-cost safety scheme at the entrance of road LT63202 onto the R188 Rockcorry Cootehill Road adjacent to the entrance to Dartry Forest Park as this is a very dangerous junction with poor visibility.

Answer:
The Municipal District have examined this location and have determined that there are no major issues.  The hedges are maintained and there is good sight visibility. A road number signs to the west of the junction will be moved to increase visibility further.   

Councillor Pat Treanor will ask:

Q1. Will this Council investigate what options exist for increasing the number of car parking spaces in Cabragh New Houses, Threemilehouse ? 

Answer:
The Municipal District will examine if additional parking spaces can be installed in the Cabragh housing estate in Threemilehouse. If locations can be identified for additional spaces, installation would be subject to funding.

Q2. Young people are forced to live at home for longer because of the price of renting and the scarcity of suitable housing. This results in more pressure on car parking places in Housing Estates.  Will this Council investigate options for increasing car parking spaces in O'Neill Park, Carn Heights and Carn View, Clones? 

Answer:
The Municipal District will examine if additional car parking spaces can be installed in O'Neill Park, Carn Heights and Carn View, Clones. If locations can be identified for additional spaces, installation would be subject to funding.

8. CE Orders
CE orders 85/22 to 88/22 were noted by the members.


9. Votes of Congratulations/Sympathy

Votes of Congratulations:
· Mark Connolly, Clontreat Clones on his role with Derry City F.C. on winning the FAI Cup.
· The Peace Link Clones, On 6th November The Peace Link's Board of Directors were awarded the County Monaghan Volunteer Group of the Year 2022.
· Corduff Gaels on winning the intermediate double, the intermediate championship and league and wish them continued success in the Ulster Intermediate championship.

Votes of Sympathy:
· To Mary Coyle, Mahon, Latton, Castleblayney on the death of her husband Patrick Coyle.

Proposed by Cathaoirleach Cllr Hugh McElvaney, seconded by Cllr. Seamus Coyle and agreed by all. 


10 [bookmark: _Hlk54017222] AOB

Meeting concluded. 



Signed	__________________________ 
Cathaoirleach 

Signed	__________________________ 
Meetings Administrator
Date 	19th December 2022
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