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Minutes of Housing, Social and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee Meeting
Thursday 4th February 2021 – 10:30am – TEAMS
________________________________________________________________


In Attendance:	Cllr Pat Treanor, Cllr Aoife McCooey, Cllr Mary Kerr-Conlon, Cllr Colm Carthy, Cllr Aidan Campbell, Cllr. P.J. O’Hanlon, Noelene O’Neill, Candice Moen, Eimear McCarthy, Tom Freeman, Catherine Elliott, Liam Bradley, John Murray, Nuala Woods, Drew Hurley, Pauline Maguire.

Apologies:	Teresa Carolan, Shirley Clerkin, Somhairle MacConghail.



1. Welcome by Chair – Cllr Pat Treanor.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – 12th October 2020
Adopted without amendment.
Proposed:  Tom Freeman	Seconded: Cllr A McCooey

3. Matters Arising
Cllr Treanor referred to Biodiversity and Housing/Stock/Acquisitions
John Murray advised of significant approvals for Private Housing Grant Schemes in 2020 for work going forward into 2021 – approx. 40-50 applications approved pending 2021 allocation.  Recent Advert in Northern Standard advised the 2021 Schemes now open for applications, however given the commitment already in place, early cut-off/closure is expected – April 2021.
Cllr A Campbell commended Housing Staff on the work involved.

4. HOUSING – Energy Efficiency 
Nuala Woods introduced this report which had been referred to this Committee by motion presented at the December 2020 Council meeting as follows:  
“In regard to the option of dual heating systems in Council houses, typically from an oil burner as well as solid fuel, that this Council continue to honour Council tenancy agreements whereby tenants occupy dwellings on the basis that both heating systems are available.”
NW confirmed that the type of heating system is NOT mentioned in tenancy agreements and the responsibility for the maintenance of the systems lies with the tenant, as outlined in the tenant Handbook.  

· At no cost to tenants, Monaghan County Council will continue to improve the Energy Efficiency of the dwellings it owns at every opportunity, towards eliminating fuel poverty, including the gradual phasing out of solid fuel heating systems.
· Monaghan County Council will ensure that the primary energy efficient heating system is working efficiently before removing the solid fuel fire.
· Existing older tenants and those in Older Persons Dwellings who will be allowed to continue with their preferred system where feasible.
· Monaghan County Council will provide zero interest loans up to the amount of €2000 for tenants who want to keep dual heating systems in their houses and will arrange repair and replacement work on their behalf (subject to compliance with applicable guidelines and regulations) to acknowledge the preference of some tenants.

Lorcan MacCinna, Senior Engineer Housing, gave an in-depth report on the energy efficiency programme of work, outlining the factors when considering Energy Efficiency upgrades.  He provided an oversight of the current arrangements with regards to the heating systems currently in Council stock.  His report demonstrated the logic behind the upgrading of systems and the rationale for closing up and removing solid fuel systems.  He advised of some of the benefits of the works:-
· Improved running costs, improved efficiencies  
· Reduced fuel poverty
· Health Benefits
· In-Home Safety
· Environmental Benefits
Monaghan County Council is obliged to comply with national government direction and strategic aims as set out in the Climate Charter that it has signed up to.   The Government aim is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 7% each year from 2021 – 2030.
Solid fuel heating systems are NO LONGER funded by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  Currently there are 1496 council properties with dual systems.  The cost to Monaghan County Council to replace/upgrade these systems would be in the region of €10m.

5. MUSEUM – Bordering Realities
Liam Bradley gave a detailed presentation on this cross-border, cross-community programme examining the shared history and experiences, with the central goal of enabling communities to interact, explore and challenge other to build better relations into the 21st century.

Cllrs Carthy/Campbell complimented him on this exciting and interesting project – queried what funding is available.  Liam advised that€50,000 through the Museum/Arts/Library/Cultural Team which will link in with public groups.  

Deirdre McQuaid (Library) outlined 7 projects involving Cross-Border community participation and engagement, using creative practitioners (music, dance, etc) which is an on-going project and additional funding has been requested.  Outcome of this application should be known by end of the month.

Cllr O’Hanlon also complimented programme and asked if funding was also being provided by N.I. authority.  Deirdre advised that the funding provided to Monaghan is targeted only to those elements of the programme.  Funding from Northern Ireland will support their own programme and initiatives.

6. Issues Arising from Item 4 – Housing – Energy Efficiency
Cllr Mary Kerr Conlon stated that many people, particularly the older people would want to keep their solid fuel stoves/fires and asked if this could be facilitated.

Nuala Woods emphasised that fires/stoves would not be removed from OPD (Older People’s Dwellings) and that tenants of these units would be given a choice as to whether they wished to change or not.

Cllrs Treanor, Carthy, Campbell and O’Hanlon – all welcomed this initiative, agreeing that this was the way forward, with appropriate education/information being provided to tenants.   They expressed satisfaction that older people and those in OPDs would have an option to retain their open fires/stoves is they so wished.  They also welcomed the provision of a Loan to tenants whose preference it was to retain two systems and queried its operation.

John Murray advised that the Loan of €2000 is only available when solid fuel systems break down, or when Energy Efficiency works being carried out in a property.  Under the scheme, Monaghan County Council would carry out the works, which would be certified and in compliance with all regulations/standards.  The tenant would pay back the loan as an additional payment applied to their weekly rent amount.

Nuala Woods requested the Chair’s decision on whether the proposal should now go to full Council Meeting.
Proposed:	Cllr P Treanor		Seconded:  Cllr A Campbell

Cllr Carthy (Cathaoirleach) requested presentation to be included as full Agenda Item as soon as possible – March/April.


7. LIBRARY – Keep Well Campaign
Catherine Elliott presented the Library’s initiative  which is designed to show people ways they can look after their physical and mental health and wellbeing and give advice on day to day or week to week routines to promote better all-round health, particularly in these COVID times.

Cllrs Carthy, O’Hanlon very much welcomed and appreciated these initiatives which have proved to be such an uplift to so many during lockdown – and greatly assists is preventing / alleviating loneliness and mental health issues.

Cllr P Treanor commended the Council Executive and the Staff in excelling and going above and beyond in the provision of these community services and innovative programmes.

Tom Freeman congratulated the Museum and Library on their innovative programmes.  He also endorsed the Housing Section’s Energy Efficiency scheme given the benefits as outlined.

8. Any Other Business
Cllr P J O’Hanlon requested the Council liaise with Tuath Housing Association, who are developing a number of social housing units at Magheross, Ardee Road in Carrickmacross.  It is understandable that COVID has caused some setbacks, but the works have taken longer than expected.  He requested a meeting with Tuath officials to get completion
Drew Hurley advised that Monaghan County Council are also very anxious to ensure completion of these units as soon as possible and are in continuous contact with Tuath to this end.  Nominations of relevant applicants from the Social Housing Waiting List were forwarded to them in August 2020 for allocation purposes.


9.  Next Meeting
To be advised 
