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C H E C K  T H E  R E G I S T E R

 
A l r e a d y  r e g i s t e r e d ?  Y o u  n e e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  y o u r  d e t a i l s  t o  c o n f i r m  y o u r  v o t e .

 
Fol lowing a recent change in electoral  law,  we now have to include date of  birth and PPSN for

everyone.  This  wi l l  improve the integr i ty  and accuracy of  the Register .
 

To secure your vote,  you can f i l l  in  your missing detai ls  onl ine,  i t  only takes a few minutes.  Log on to
www.checktheregister . ie  and “Conf irm or update detai ls”

 
F o r  a n y  q u e r i e s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  o n  r e g i s t e r @ m o n a g h a n c o c o . i e  o r  0 4 7  3 0 5 5 1



C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  M o n a g h a n  P e a c e  C a m p u s
c o m m e n c e d  i n  2 0 2 0  a n d  c o m p l e t i o n  i s
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  Q 4  2 0 2 3 .  

The Peace Campus wi l l  act  as a new
landmark for  the town,  providing high-
qual i ty  c iv ic gather ing spaces,
landscaped areas and pedestr ian routes.
The s i te has been designed with universal
access in mind to encourage a diversi ty  of
both uses and users and wi l l  of fer  a range
of faci l i t ies al l  under one roof .  

Faci l i t ies include Youth Space,  Community
Space,  County Museum and Branch
Library .

T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U ’ s  P E A C E
I V  P r o g r a m m e ,  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  S p e c i a l  E U
P r o g r a m m e s  B o d y  ( S E U P B )   w w w . s e u p b . e u .

a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R u r a l  a n d
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t .   

 



Heritage Section
H e d g e r o w  T r a i n i n g  

 
The Her i tage sect ion in Monaghan County Counci l  along with the hedge laying associat ion of
I reland del ivered a pract ical  t raining day on hedge laying and hedge maintenance on the 24th of
February 2023.  The training took place at  a local  farmyard in Cast leblayney with 12  Monaghan
County Counci l  staff  taking part .  The hedge laying associat ion of  I re land provided 2 trainers on the
day who took the staff  through dif ferent environmental  and biodiversity  f r iendly hedge laying and
maintenance techniques.  Equipment used included a var iety of  hand saws,  loppers and PPE.  The
training began with an introduction to the importance of  hedgerows from trainers Cl ive and
Norman,  fol lowed by a pract ical  demonstrat ion from the trainers and then a guided pract ice with al l
staff  taking part .  Stems were cut at  the base of  the trees about 70-80% of  the way through,  keeping
the cuts as low as possible to the ground.  The stems were laid at  an angle of  45 degrees,  producing
a hedge approximately 1  meter in height .  The stems were then woven into each other with wooden
stakes placed every 1  meter in the hedge to give i t  more structure and stabi l i ty .  Hedgerows are
extremely important habitats and have many environmental  and biodiversity  benef i ts  e .g . ,  they
provide shelter  and habitat  for  di f ferent types of  wi ldl i fe ,  they sequester  carbon,  they provide food
for  insects & birds and they provide corr idors for  animals to move between habitats .   

D a w n  C h o r u s  e v e n t  
This event took place on Sunday 23rd Apri l  as part  of  biodiversity  week.  I t  took place at  7am in
Rossmore.  The walk was lead by Joe Shannon,  B irdwatch I reland.  The part ic ipants enjoyed a
cuppa afterwards to warm them up.

We also had a raff le for  Patr ick Kavanagh Centre vouchers to four lucky winners



Heritage Section
B i o  D i v e r s i t y  W e e k  2 0 2 3

Biodiversity Week 2023 took place between 19th May
to 28th May.

Biodiversity Week is  a nat ional  in i t iat ive to highl ight
our country ’s  biodiversity and i ts  contr ibut ion.  We
learn how important biodiversity is  to the way we l ive
and the di f ference i t  makes to the world we l ive in .
Education is  key in relat ion to understanding how
biodiversity works and how you,  your community ,
your school ,  your workplace can enhance and play
your part  to protect i t .

Bat Walk & Talk  – Bat Conservat ion I re land
Old Tradit ional  Cures Talk  – Anne Bleakley
Hedgerow Laying Workshop with HLAI  and F lynn,  Furney
Environmental ists
LAWPRO Water Qual i ty  Event with Ben Malone and Paul  Sher lock
Along with schools events in Carr ickmacross and Clones

M o n a g h a n  C o u n c i l  C o u n t y  o r g a n i s e d  a  p r o g r a m m e  o f  e v e n t s  t o
c e l e b r a t e  B i o d i v e r s i t y  W e e k :



Bike week 2023 is done and dusted in Monaghan! Thanks to all our facilitators and participants who took part in a huge
variety of events happening right across the County. We had family cycles, e-bike tours, skills training for children and
Secondary schools greenway cycles. There was opportunities to take part in guided walks, children could try out balance
bikes and we had e-bike demonstrations for adults on Monaghan Town Greenway. 

We tried to create awareness of the benefits of cycling through our various events and attracted and encouraged cyclists,
particularly new cyclists of all age groups to discover the enjoyment of cycling, promoting a sustainable and healthy method
of transport. Over the 10 days we seen young and old get out and get active!

Monaghan County Council 
Active Travel Unit

B i k e  W e e k  2 0 2 3  



A tree planting and plaque unveiling by Minister Heather Humphreys took place on the 5th May and marked the formal
culmination of one of the flagship Active Travel schemes currently being delivered in the County. The works that have been
undertaken on the 4.5km stretch of the Greenway will make it easier, safer, and more attractive for people to cycle within and
beyond their local community. It is a significant addition to Monaghan’s walking infrastructure and services many schools,
hoteliers and some of the bigger employers in the area. The investment over 2 years of 1.6 million, has allowed for a better
bitmac surface, improved drainage, public lighting, fencing and planting to be delivered.

Monaghan County Council 
Active Travel Unit

L a u n c h  o f  U p g r a d e  t o  M o n a g h a n  T o w n  G r e e n w a y
 

N e w  M o n a g h a n  T o w n  G r e e w a y  m a p  p r o d u c e d
 

An information map for  the newly upgraded Monaghan
Town Greenway was circulated to al l  in  attendance at  the
off ic ial  launch of  the upgrade works recently .  This  map
highl ights the route to locals and vis i tors giv ing clear
guidance on how the greenway can be accessed.  Included
also is  information on var ious points of  interest  along the
route,  such as Tom Youngs Wood,  St  Louis Convent ,  the
Ulster  Canal  Walk ,  Old Cross Square,  the old Asylum Lock
and Lock House,  the Moving On sculpture and the tranqui l
Rotary Club Memorial  Garden.  The map wi l l  be circulated
widely through our l ibrary network ,  local  hotels ,  businesses,
and schools .



HOUSING FOR ALL
 

 
 

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  

Under the Energy Ef f ic iency Retrof i t  Programme (part  of  “Housing for  Al l ”)  
 Monaghan County Counci l  completed upgrade works to 72 social  houses in
County Monaghan in 2022.

The aim of  this  programme is  to improve the energy eff ic iency of  older ,  poorer
performing housing stock.  

Fol lowing the success of  the 2022 programme of  works the Housing
Department within Monaghan County Counci l  have developed an ambit ious
programme of  works for  2023 with circa 80 social  houses to receive works .

Typical  Energy Ef f ic iency works consist  of  the fol lowing;
•  Replacing t imber doors with new highly insulated draught-proof  composite
doors .

•  Old PVC double-glazed windows being replaced with tr iple-glazed windows

• Removing old ineff ic ient  oi l  burners and sol id fuel  heating systems and
instal l ing new heat pump heating systems.  

These upgrade works have improved the homes to a B2 Bui lding Energy Rat ing
with a 60% reduction in the energy required to heat the house.  
 
The works completed have resulted in economic and health benef i ts  to the
tenants as they have a reduced cost  of  heating compared to fossi l  fuels  and
improved indoor & outdoor air  qual i ty  due to not burning fossi l  fuels .  

M u l l a d u f f ,  S m i t h b o r o u g hC o r t o l v i n  V i l l a s ,  M o n a g h a n                                                       

C o i l l  D a r a c h ,  C a s t l e b l a y n e y

The project  consists of  the provis ion
of 30 houses at  Coi l l  Darach,
Cast leblayney constructed by Geda
Construct ion Ltd.
The development comprises of  the
5no 2-Bedroom Houses & 25no 3-
Bedroom Houses including open
space,  landscaping,  new access
roads,  drainage,  street  l ight ing and
siteworks .

Works commenced in January 2022
and were completed in December
2022,  del iver ing high qual i ty  homes
with a Bui lding Energy Rat ing of  A2.



CORPORATE SERVICES 

GAELTACHT SCHOLARSHIP 
MONAGHAN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONAGHAN COUNTY COUNCIL AWARDS SCHEME 2022
 

The 16th Monaghan County Council Annual
Awards Ceremony took place on Tuesday, 18
April 2023 in the Hillgrove Hotel. The members
of Monaghan County Council initiated this
Scheme back in 2003 in order to give due
recognition to those individuals/groups in
County Monaghan who have excelled in the
areas of Sport, Arts/Culture, Youth, Community,
Environment/Heritage.  The Awards Scheme
permits Monaghan County Council to publicly
acknowledge them for their contribution to
our society and to show them that their efforts
have not gone unnoticed. 21 individuals/groups
were presented with awards on the night by
Cathaoirleach Seán Conlon. Well done to all!!!

 Bronnadh an Coiste Gaeilge 37 scoláireachtaí ar
mic léinn atá ag dul go dtí an Gaeltacht i mbliana,
Dé Ceadaoain seo chaite i nAmharchlann an
Gháraiste.

Coiste Gaeilge awarded 37 scholarships to
students who are going to the Gaeltacht this year.
This presentation took place last Wednesday 26th
April in the Garage Theatre, Monaghan.
Congratulations to all! ☘   

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/monaghan/


Roads & Transport 

The new brine station was installed in late
2022 and will be in use for the 2023/24
winter maintenance season. 

This will enable us to spread brine along
with traditional rock salt which will increase
the rate of the chemical reaction so it
works faster. 

 

B r i n e  S t a t i o n

T h e  n e w  m u l t i o n e  l o a d e r  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  t o
k e e p  t h e  g r e e n w a y  a n d  l o c a l  f o o t p a t h s  t i d y .
We have a trai ler ,  sweeper col lector ,  salt
spreader ,  weed brush,  grass
cutter/col lector  in order to keep our
recreation areas looking t idy.

The new Bitumen Sprayer and has arr ived 
 in t ime for  the 2023 surface dressing
season.  The new chipping spreader wi l l
arr ive in June to complete a new Surface
Dressing machinery overhaul  at  a cost  of
€750,000.

N e w  V e h i c l e s



Roads & Transport 

We have recently installed precast panels  at Lislanly Yard. 

These areas will be used to store stone chips used for the surface dressing. 

This new area will keep the stone chips segregated from each other and free from
contamination resulting in a much better finish to the county roads.

 

L i s l a n l y  Y a r d  U p g r a d e



Online Planning 
The online Planning portal for Monaghan County Council became fully operational on Tuesday 21st February.
An Agents’ Workshop took place on the same day to introduce the system and it was attended by local
agents, staff from the Planning Section, and the Local Government Management Agency, which facilitated the
roll out of the system. The first online planning application was received the following day and there has been
significant uptake of the option to submit applications and make comments / submissions on them.

The link to the online planning portal is available on the County Council website and the recording of the
Agents’ Workshop along with a number of helpful videos were emailed to planning agents.

In the first month since the launch, online applications accounted for 33% of planning applications submitted
to Monaghan Planning Section. Below is a screenshot of the CRM system which shows the status of each
application and submission received. 

 
 
 
 

PLANNING

P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  M o n a g h a n  C o u n t y  D e v e l o p m e n t
P l a n  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 3 1  –  Y o u r  C h a n c e  t o  S h a p e  i t

Monaghan County Counci l  has commenced the preparat ion
of a new County Development P lan for  the per iod 2025-2031 .
The Monaghan County Development P lan is  the main publ ic
statement of  planning pol ic ies for  the County ,  sett ing out the
land use,  infrastructure,  amenity and development object ives
and pol ic ies for  a s ix  year per iod.  The Development P lan
comprises of  a wri t ten statement of  pol ic ies and object ives ,
and a ser ies of  maps.  The Plan incorporates a set  of  broad
aims,  reinforced by var ious object ives ,  which are act ions or
projects the Counci l  intends to accomplish over the l i fe  t ime
of the Plan,  and pol ic ies ,  which are the Counci l ’s  agreed
posit ion is  on a part icular  issue.  The Plan underpins the
economic and social  progress of  the County as a whole and
thus is  one of  the most important funct ions of  Monaghan
County Counci l

Monaghan Town – Monday 12th June from 6pm to
8pm in P lanning Off ices ,  1  Dubl in Street ,  Monaghan,

H18 X982
Carr ickmacross - Tuesday 13th June from 6pm to

8pm in Municipal  Distr ict  Off ices ,  Civ ic Off ices ,
R iverside Road,  Carr ickmacross,  A81  RY22 

Cast leblayney - Monday 19th June from 6pm to 8pm
in the Gatelodge,  Market  Square,  Cast leblayney,  A75

KP73 
Clones - Tuesday 20th June from 6pm to 8pm in the

Court  House,  McCurtain Street ,  Clones,  H23 N290

Bal lybay - Monday 26th June from 6pm to 8pm in
Church of  I re land Parochial  Hal l ,  Church Street ,

Bal lybay 

To faci l i tate comments and submissions,  a ser ies of
publ ic consultat ion events/workshops were held in

each of  the f ive towns in June as fol lows:
 

 



Month ly  News letter  |  J une Issue

 

S p r i n g  C l e a n
This year as part of Spring Clean month, volunteers from the Tidy Town Network
took part in a county wide Spring Clean blitz. Emyvale, Monaghan,
Carrickmacross, Castleblayney, Clones, Inniskeen, Tydavnet and Ballybay all
were out and did a fantastic job. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

 
G r e e n  S c h o o l s  2 0 2 3

Twelve schools from within the county will receive their
Green Flag at a prestigious award ceremony in City West
Hotel, Gormanstown.  Schools comprising of primary and
secondary school pupils, will travel on a bus organised by
the EAO on the day to receive their award over the various
themes.

As a further acknowledgement of their hard work, the
Convent Junior School from Castleblayney performed at
the award ceremony on the 24th May. 

Well done to all involved and I look forward to raising plenty
of Green Flags throughout the county later on in the year.

 
 



Month ly  News letter  |  J une Issue
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 

 
C o n s c i o u s  C u p

Sustainabi l i ty ,  as part  of  the T idy Town
competit ion theme,  is  one where groups
throughout the county fel t  they could
improve in their  marks .   

Therefore,  as part  of  Oram Community
Development Associat ion’s  endeavours ,  the
group were assisted in rol l ing out the
Conscious Cup campaign,  by supplying the
main vi l lage shop with reusable coffee
cups.   

L a u n c h  o f  C o n t a c t l e s s  W a t e r
F o u n t a i n  -  C a r r i c k m a c r o s s

The launch of  the newly instal led contact less water
fountain took place at  the end of  February with pr imary
and secondary schools f rom the town,  who are in the
Green School  programme, T idy Town reps,  e lected
members and MD staff .   The EAO did an awareness talk
about the importance of  reducing plast ic and the
impact i t  has on our environs.   

The fountain was funded by the EPA (LAPN) and ground
works were carr ied out by MD staff .   As a further
addit ion to the launch,  reusable bott les were provided
to al l  who attended.   I t  was a fantast ic opportunity to
meet and greet our local  students ,  local  e lected
members and t idy town volunteers .

D o g  F o u l i n g  –  Y o u r  D o g ,  Y o u r
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  C a m p a i g n

A radio advert  was released on Northern Sound radio dur ing March,
in both Engl ish and as Gaei lge,  to draw awareness of  dog owner ’s
responsibi l i t ies in relat ion to dog foul ing.   The purpose of  the
campaign was to highl ight the negative aspects of  dog foul ing.  
 Monaghan County Counci l  Environmental  Services,  would l ike to
remind al l  dog owners ,  that when out walk ing your dog in publ ic
spaces,  i t ’s  your responsibi l i ty  to make sure you clean up after
your dog.   

This  affects everyone,  including toddlers ,  k ids ,  wheelchair  users ,
pushchairs ,  and everyone else.  You are encouraged to Bag I t ,  and
Bin I t  by br inging your own disposable bag or  pooper scooper and
dispose of  i t  in  a safe and hygienic way!   Be responsible and
respect al l  of  our shared spaces!



Month ly  News letter  |  J une Issue
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 

 
E l e c t r i c a l  G o o d s  D a y s  

 
E lectr ical  Recycl ing Drop Off  Days were
back again this  year commencing in L idl
Car Park ,  Monaghan Town on Saturday 20th
May - 10am to 4pm.

You can drop off  any household i tem with a
plug or  a battery such as TVs,  washing
machines,  IT  equipment ,  stereos,  mobi le
phones,  broken battery-operated toys ,
cables ,  chargers and even wireless ear
buds!  Also don’t  forget to support  Batter ies
for  Barretstown and br ing your used
batter ies for  recycl ing.
Other Col lect ion Days wi l l  take place in
Cast leblayney ( location tbc) on Fr iday 18th
August and Clones Mart  on Saturday 23rd
September.

J u n k  K o u t u r e

Beech Hi l l
Cast leblayney Col lege
Inver Col lege
Largy Col lege
Our Lady’s  Secondary School
St .  Louis  Secondary School ,  CMX.

As part  of  the Junk Kouture competit ion,  the
fol lowing schools were North Regional  F inal ists  with
their  indiv idual  and unique creat ions which were
made out of  old ,  upcycled,  discard junk.   

Congratulat ions to al l  the teachers and pupi ls
involved in your creat ions.



  
Creating Podcasts can be an enjoyable way to combine literacy, communication skills & digital
skills. With this in mind, we were thrilled to have the opportunity to work with a fantastic group of
students in National Learning Network who wrote and presented a fantastic podcast which looked
at ways to look after your mental health. Their podcast is available now on Spotify by searching
Chatterbox NLN. 
If this is something you'd like to do with a group you're involved with get in touch!

 

  

If you go down to Barry McGuigan Park in Clones today you’re sure of a big surprise! 
Flossy Mc Fluff, an environmentally conscious Irish fairy and her friends have taken up
residence in the park. As you wander through the park you can follow the story of Flossy
as she chases litter louts, helps a Banshee find a friend and a leprechaun find his pot of
gold.An audio version of the sotrytrail is also available by scanning QR code on the
introductory panel. You can also find the audio version at
www.monaghan.ie/library/storytrail .
The sotrytrail was officially launched by author Eoin O’Brien and pupils from St. Enda’s
N.S, Scotshouse on the 24th March. The trail will remain in place until next spring. 

Creative Café’s @ the Library
 Monaghan County Library service were delighted to have the opportunity

to team up with the new Social Prescribing programme in Co.
Monaghan to launch 2 new Creative Café’s – one in Monaghan Branch
Library and one in Carrickamcross branch. The Creative Café’s are an
opportunity for people who may be feeling socially excluded or anxious
about getting out and about to engage in a small group activity once a
week. Engaging in creative activities such as painting and crafting can
help alleviate stress by providing an outlet for self-expression and
emotional release. It also serves as a form of relaxation and can divert
attention away from everyday worries. 

Artist Mary Scott has been rolling out the Art: no Experience Necessary
Creative Café whilst in Carrickmacross Aga Hutcheson has been
facilitating the Creative Crafting Café. 

 
 

MONAGHAN COUNTY LIBRARY

NLN Chatterbox podcast

 
 
 

Launch of new Storytrail in Barry McGuigan Park
 

Monaghan County L ibrar ies  have just  launched a new serv ice  for  ch i ldren & fami l ies  who
come from Non-Engl ish speaking backgrounds .   I t  may a lso be usefu l  for  teachers  who
have a mult i l ingual  c lassroom.  
LOTE4Kids is  our  new onl ine database of  d ig i ta l  books in  Wor ld  Languages ,  that  a l lows
kids  to  enjoy the magic  of  books in  LOTE (Languages Other  Than Engl ish) .
Each book a lso comes with Engl ish t rans lat ions to  he lp  k ids  learn languages .   LOTE4Kids
has over  2 ,000+ d ig i ta l  p ic ture  books in  50+ languages ,  wi th new books and languages
re leased each month –  he lp ing schools  &l ibrar ies  to  engage immigrant ,  refugee ,  and
mult i l ingual  fami l ies .  

As wel l  as  enjoy ing the stor ies ,  these books could a lso be used to  exp lore  how di f ferent
languages look and sound.   For  example ,  text  such as Punjabi ,  Cantonese and Arabic  i s  so
di f ferent  f rom Engl ish scr ipt ,  i t  might  be interest ing to  h igh l ight  how di f f i cu l t  i t  must  be
for  immigrants  f rom these countr ies  to  learn Engl ish .  
I f  you would l ike  to  exp lore  th is  new serv ice  you can access  i t  through the e-resources
sect ion of  our  webs i te  under  Lote4Kids .  

Search for  Monaghan County L ibrary  as  the l ibrary  serv ice  and enter  a  va l id  l ibrary  card
number for  fu l l  access  to  a l l  the resources for  f ree .  
We hope you f ind th is  new serv ice  usefu l .  I f  you have any feedback p lease do le t  us  know
as we are  constant ly  eva luat ing our  serv ices  & subscr ipt ions .  

http://www.monaghan.ie/library/storytrail
http://www.monaghan.ie/library/onlineservices


  
Monaghan County Library service and Europe Direct Clones marked Europe Day on Tuesday 9th May
with a series of events across the County. This programme of activities was made possible by
funding from the Department of Foreign affairs and their Ireland EU 50 programme of activities. 
It was a jammed packed week events happening north & south of the County. 

ArtsEkta @ Carrickmacross Library
Europe is a melting pot of languages, cultures, art & music. ArtsEkta joined us in Carrickmacross
Library on Europe Day (Tuesday 9th May) to showcase just a taster of this Cultural diversity.
ArtsEkta is a multi-award winning cultural organisation that works to develop intercultural
relationships at the heart of the community and is home to the Belfast Mela - the largest
celebration of cultural diversity on the island of Ireland.  We were thrilled that they could join us
for a colourful celebration of European Culture and music. We were also joined by pupils from St.
Daigh’s N.S, Inniskeen and Scoil Bhríde, Magheracloone. 

 

  

The Drumlin Yarnspinners club continues on the last Tuesday of the month in The
Market house, Monaghan.This storytelling Club has gone from strength to strength
thanks to Monaghan County Libraries Storyteller-in-residence Francis McCarron who has
been sharing tales throughout Ireland for over 30 years. Each month Francis is joined by
a guest teller as well as contributions from the audience. We’ve heard some wonderful
stories from guest tellers like Colin Urwin from the Glens of Antrim, Frances Quinn from
Armagh, Liz Weir from Belfast and Bryan Gallagher from Fermanagh.  Sessions start at
8pm and run for around 2 hours. But don’t worry, there’s time to mingle over a cup of
tea half was through.
Drumlin Yarnspinners is part of the Monaghan County Council Library Service Storyteller
in Residence project. Funded by Creative Ireland, it aims to keep alive the ancient art of
oral storytelling. It also seeks to gather local tales from across Monaghan. For more
information contact Francis: email fmccarron@hotmail.com / 087 2068601.

Comics Plus
 When you think of reading, you probably think of traditional books. But

did you know that Comics and graphic novels can be valuable tools for
improving reading skills, particularly for reluctant readers or individuals
with learning difficulties. The visual cues, dialogue, and sequential
storytelling help with comprehension, decoding, and inference skills.
They also introduce readers to different writing styles and narrative
structures. But everyone can enjoy them! You can browse and read
thousands of Comics and Graphic novels for free using our Comics plus
App.Download it from your App Store or access the desktop version at
www.monaghan.ie/library/onlineservices. You’ll need your Library card
number to access our subscription.  Please note, children should be
supervised when accessing the service as Comics Plus provides Graphic
novels for older readers as well as younger audiences.   

 
 

MONAGHAN COUNTY LIBRARY

Europe Day Celebrations 2023

 
 
 

Drumlin Yarnspinners 
 
 

http://www.monaghan.ie/library/onlineservices


  

Library branches throughout the county distributed also Europe Day Craft Boxes which
were full of crafts, recipes, literature and factsheets about Europe and its citizens to help
our younger members learn about our membership of the EU.Did you get one? 

 
The Big European Quiz for Primary Schools

 Over 30 teams from Primary schools across the County took part in the
Europe Day Quiz. Children were quizzed on a variety of European topics
which really put their European knowledge to the test. Mrs. Trappe’s
5th/6th Class in Urbleshanny came out tops with a score of 229 points. 

 
 

MONAGHAN COUNTY LIBRARY

Summer Reading Challenge

 
 
 

Europe Day Craft Boxes
 
 
 

I t ’ s  get t ing to  that  t ime of  year  when we encourage readers  to  take
on our  Summer Read ing cha l l enge .   We want  ch i ld ren to  keep up the i r
read ing leve l s  over  the  Summer and avo id  the  l i t e racy  ‘Summer
S lump’  by  accept ing the  cha l l enge to  read 8 books  of  the i r  choos ing
between June and the  end of  August .   More  deta i l s  ava i lab le  in  your
loca l  l ib rary  soon !   

Castleblayney Library is moving!

 
 
 

Cast leb layney  L ibrary  c losed on Fr iday  the  16th of  June to  fac i l i ta te
the move to  our  brand new l ib rary  at  Gate  lodge 2 ,  Market  Square .
Dur ing th is  t ime there  wi l l  be  no l ib rary  serv i ce  in  Cast leb layney
L ibrary  as  we work  away beh ind the  scenes  to  get  every th ing in  p lace
to  we lcome you to  the  new l ib rary .



 

Behind Closed Doors: Preparations for the Move
 The museum is a hive of activity with everyone occupied in some way with preparations for the move to the Peace Campus later this year.

Whether it be on the grand scale of exhibition design to the more banal, but equally important, packing of objects, it’s all hands-on deck. 

In order to facilitate the meticulous process of moving the collection, the temporary gallery space closed to the public in January. This gallery

space has now become the organisational hub of the physical move. Before this could happen our nationally acclaimed Monaghan’s War of

Independence exhibition had to be carefully dismantled. 

MONAGHAN COUNTY MUSEUM 

With the gal lery  c leared the space is  now
being used to  fac i l i ta te  audi t ing,  photography,
number ing,  pack ing,  and s tor ing the co l lect ion

before the move.  The re locat ion to  a new
bui ld ing has prov ided co l lect ions care s taf f  a

unique oppor tun i ty  to  audi t  the ent i re
col lect ion wi th in  an 18-month t imescale.  The

best  par t  o f  i t  has been the red iscovery of
ob jects  in  the s tore,  some which many never
have been exhib i ted before and may now be

disp layed in  the new Peace Campus gal ler ies.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o m e n ’ s  D a y

On March 8th,  the museum celebrated In ternat ional  Women’s  Day
2023 wi th  a specia l  presentat ion on ‘How to Care for  Your  Sk in ’  in
conjunct ion wi th  Cavan Monaghan ETB.  Those who at tended were
prov ided wi th  in format ion on how to establ ish a su i tab le reg ime for

g lowing,  heal thy sk in  regard less of  age,  gender ,  or  sk in  type.



Monaghan County Council is in the process of developing a new Tourism Strategy for the county for the next five years
which will set out a clearly articulated, refreshed vision for driving sustainable, innovative, resilient, and inclusive tourism
sector growth in Monaghan. At a time of great change and opportunity for Monaghan, this strategy will benefit greatly
from the input of key stakeholders, groups, organisations, and the general public at large - whether from a service
provider, community, visitor, tourism trade or business perspective.

Development of Monaghan Tourism Strategy 2023-2028
 
 

Launch of Agri-Food Tourism Scheme and
 Monaghan Street Food Festival 2023

 
 

Monday 24th April 2023 saw the official launch of the Agri-Food
Tourism Scheme as well as one of its funded initiatives, the
Monaghan Street Food Festival, taking place on Saturday 6th May
2023. The Agri-Food Tourism Initiative, offered under the 2023 Rural
Innovation and Development Fund, provides support towards the
development of agri-food tourism initiatives which help businesses
develop products and services that connect with the community
and visitors, and enhance the tourism experience in rural regions
across the country.   

Monaghan Street Food Festival will showcase products from the
finest local food producers, talented crafters and give visitors the
opportunity to enjoy the tastiest food truck experiences. The event
is free to the public and takes place in the heart of Monaghan town
from the Diamond through to Church Square. In addition to street
food, local and celebrity chefs will take over "The Monaghan Local
Enterprise Office Demonstration Kitchen", including TV Chef & Food
Writer Jeeny Maltese, Chef Karl Breen of Wild Thyme Restaurant in
Threemilehouse, and Gareth Moore of Fat Boy Sauces, with Chef Joe
Shannon serving as MC for the day.

Check out www.tasteofmonaghan.com for further details.

Development of the new strategy is being led
by Monaghan County Council's Tourism Unit
in conjunction with a multi-disciplinary team
led by tourism consultant Alan Hill, with the
consultation phase now underway. This
process has been so far undertaken by way
of an online survey and will be further
bolstered by a series of upcoming focus
groups and workshop sessions targeted at
community and tourism trade/business
groups. Information gathered from these
sessions will help shape the resulting
strategy, allowing a set of findings be collated
and further developed into
recommendations that can be resourced
and actioned over the lifetime of the strategy
up to 2028.

It is anticipated that the new tourism strategy
will be completed by end summer 2023.

http://www.tasteofmonaghan.com/


Over 200 local businesses participated in the 6 Local

Enterprise Week events hosted by Monaghan LEO from

March 6th to 11th inc. Our headline event was evolve-

Digital Transformation for Local Businesses which was ran

in conjunction with the Monaghan Digital Steering Group.

 The world is rapidly racing towards digital transfer in all

domains, and it is essential for local companies to

renovate their working processes digitally to increase

efficiencies, productivity, and profits. Small and medium

businesses need to maximise every advantage - and

implementing a digital strategy can certainly give

businesses a competitive edge. This digital transformation

conference was aimed at local businesses from all

sectors, interested in adopting technology solutions to

enhance profits.

 The first keynote speaker was Tim Morthorst from E & Y

who gave us some global AI trends and outlined the

reasons why businesses need to be embracing

digitalisation. Fergal Geraghty of the Data Value Hub

facilitated the 1st panel discussion which focused on the

impacts that Digitalisation had within three manufacturing

companies: McAree Engineering, Mullan Lighting and

Exitex. 

Local Enterprise Week 2023
 
 

During the second segment of  the conference,  Chr is
Lynch from Google out l ined the ‘Workspace’  Appl icat ions
avai lable from Google that is  aiding productiv i ty  and
eff ic iency in businesses.  The 2nd panel  was faci l i tated
by Bernie McGahon from IRDG and this  t ime the focus
was on Services ;  Servisource,  Hospital i ty  ;  GR8
Entertainment and the Retai l  sector ;  Daisy Bout ique.   

G o  G r e e n -  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  S e r i e s
The f i rst  quarter  of  2023 has seen a strong
demand for  training and mentor ing with over
500 businesses supported to date.  With
sustainabi l i ty  and cl imate act ion a pol icy
pr ior i ty  we are cont inuing with our Go Green-
cl imate Act ion ser ies .

The most recent in the ser ies was our ‘Go Green’ ;
best  pract ice v is i t  took place recently  in Shabra
Plast ics ,  Cast leblayney with a focus on energy
monitor ing.  



The Relaunch of The Monaghan Women in Business

network also took place during Local Enterprise week ON

Tuesday 7th March in the Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan. New

coordinators, Dawn Leane from Leane Empower and Jean

Evans from Network me welcomed 50 businesswomen

from across the County to learn more about the network

and plans for the year ahead.

Entrepreneurship Support Services
 
 
 

T h e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r  w a s  S h a r o n  K e e g a n ,  C E O ,  a n d  C h i e f
C o n f i d e n c e  c r e a t o r  f o r  P e a c h y  L e a n  A t h l e i s u r e w e a r .  S h a r o n
g a v e  a n  i n s p i r i n g ,  h o n e s t ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  o v e r v i e w  o f  w h a t  i t
h a s  t a k e n  f o r  h e r  t o  g r o w  h e r  b u s i n e s s  f r o m  a n  i d e a  t o  h e r
k i t c h e n  t a b l e  t o  o n e  t h a t  i s  n o  s e l l i n g  i n  2 3  c o u n t r i e s  a n d
g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  b r e a k  i n t o  t h e  U S .   

S t u d e n t  E n t e r p r i s e  P r o g r a m m e  C o u n t y  F i n a l s
 

The network has received a fresh new brand to be
representat ive of  the strong vibrant women in business in
Monaghan.   The women were informed about the new and
improved changes to the website including an onl ine directory
for  them to spot l ight  their  business and information in relat ion
to the introduction of  a a new membership that wi l l  cover
access to al l  events throughout the year .  Cl l r  Aoife McCooey 
 addressed the network and spoke about being a women in
pol i t ics and her career to date and Pamela Kerr ,  Business
Advisor  LEO Monaghan  informed the network on the var ious
supports avai lable to them from LEO Monaghan.

Over 130 students f rom across the country competed
in the Monaghan County F inal  on Tuesday 14th March,
which was held at  the Glencarn Hotel ,  Cast leblayney.
An est imated 650 students f rom 9 schools took part  in
the annual  programme local ly .  The programme
supports students to create,  design and market their
own business ,  al l  with the hope of  reaching the
National  F inals .

The enterpr ise education in i t iat ive ,  funded by the
Government of  I re land through Enterpr ise I re land and
del ivered by the 31  Local  Enterpr ise Off ices in local
author i t ies throughout the country ,  saw over 25,000
students f rom just  under 500 secondary schools
across the country take part  in 2021  /  2022.   The
programme supports students to create,  design and
market their  own business ,  al l  with the hope of
reaching the National  F inals .  

I n  t h e  J u n i o r  C a t e g o r y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g
M o n a g h a n  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i n a l s  a r e  Y v i e  C a r r o n ,

C i a r a  M c P h i l l i p s ,  G e m m a  S m i t h  &  Z o e  M o r g a n  f r o m
C h o c o l a t e  E x p l o s i o n  a t  L a r g y  C o l l e g e

I n  t h e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  C a t e g o r y ,  C l o d a g h  O ’  R e i l l y
a n d  D e n i s a  H o r v a t  f o r m  S p i n  ’ n ’  S t i t c h  f r o m  L a r g y

C o l l e g e  ,  C l o n e s  w i l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  M o n a g h a n
t h e  c o u n t y  a t  t h e  F i n a l s .

I n  t h e  S e n i o r  C a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,
M o n a g h a n  w i l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  M a y  5 t h  b y  R a c h e l

H i c k e y ,  K e e l i n  Q u i g l e y ,  K a t i e  M c D o n a l d  &  K a t i e
M c C a f f r e y  f r o m  C h a p p e d  a t  L a r g y  C o l l e g e ,  C l o n e s .



In the “My Entrepreneurial Journey” category open to

junior and intermediate students, Aoife O’ Neill from Our

Lady’s Secondary School, Castleblayney (Junior category

and Joshua McGahon Beech Hill College, Monaghan

(Intermediate category) will represent Monaghan in the

National Finals in Croke Park on May 5th if chosen by

judges prior to the event.

Entrepreneurship Support Services
 
 
 

L o c a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  S e r v i c e s
 
 

Success for  Inver Col lege Students at  the Young Cook
of the Year Regional  Awards Cavan.

This  is  the inaugural  regional  competit ion,  which was
run in associat ion with Created in Cavan,  Cavan
County Counci l ,  Cavan Inst i tute and Cavan and
Monaghan Education & Training Board and Local
Enterpr ise Off ice Monaghan,  Monaghan County
Counci l .  The event took place at  Cavan Inst i tute last
month.   

Special  guests at  the Monaghan F inal  included
Chathaoir leach Sean Conlon,  Cl l r  Aoife McCooey Cl l r

Seamus Coyle & Cl l r  Aidan Campbel l .  The judging panel
included Mart in McVicar f rom Combil i f t ,  R i ta Shah from
Shabra,  Steven Murphy from Old Carr ick Mi l l  and Sean

Mulhol land from JCT (Junior  Cycle for  Teachers) .  
 

The local  students wi l l  be competing against  hundreds
of other student entrepreneurs f rom al l  over I re land at

the Student Enterpr ise Programme National  F inals ,
taking place at  Croke Park in Dubl in on Fr iday May 5th.

 

Representat ives from LEO Monaghan and Taste of  Monaghan
were invited to attend the regional  f inal  of  the Schools Young
Cook of  the Year .  
Many Local  food producers also contr ibuted to a wonderful
display of  local  monaghan produce (photo to left) .

Monaghan County was represented by teams from Inver
Col lege,  Carr ickmacross (Sarah Cal l inan and Emma
Hernandez) and Beech Hi l l  Col lege,  Monaghan (E l la Coyle and
Deirbhi le Kenny) .  There were also schools f rom Cavan,  Meath
and Louth that took part  in the competit ion.  Students were
tasked with using as much local  produce from their  region in
their  dishes,  in  addit ion to a ‘mystery box’ .  Teams had two
hours to prepare,  cook,  and present a two-course dish to
impress judges Norbert  Neylon,  Oak Room Restaurant;  chef ,
broadcaster  and columnist  Gary O’Hanlon and Carmel
Biggane,  Food Academy Manager ,  SuperValu.

Inver Col lege were the deserving winners of  f i rst  place in the
competit ion with second place going to Coláiste Dún an Rí ,
K ingscourt  & third place to the team from St  Clare’s  Col lege
Bal ly jamesduff .
The aim of  competit ion was to engage with local  schools and
introduce them to the possibi l i ty  of  a career in the hospital i ty
sector  and to educate them on the importance of  our local
food economy.  The event was a great success,  and i t  was
worthwhi le to have the focus on local  produce from the
Monaghan Food Network and other regions.



Monaghan Local Enterprise Office were successful in securing funding of

€86,510 under the Creative Communities Economic Action Fund.

Creative Communities Economic Fund
 
 
 
 

Monaghan LEO wi l l  be the lead partner for  “Northeast
Creative Conversat ions” .  This  is  a Design Sector
Cluster  Development Programme, the programme wi l l
aim to assist  design pract i t ioners to network and bui ld
capacity by enhancing their  innovation and digital
sk i l ls  to br ing their  work to new markets local ly ,
nat ional ly ,  and internat ional ly .

This  project  aims to strengthen and develop the
Northeast Regions,  (Louth,  Monaghan,  and Cavan),
capacity as a creat ive centre of  excel lence in Design
and enhance potent ial  for  economic development and
sustainabi l i ty  in the Creative Sector .   I t  is  a
col laborat ion between;  Creat ive Spark ,  which is  a
dedicated creat ive enterpr ise centre and training hub
for the creat ive industr ies in the Northeast .   DkIT
Dundalk Inst i tute of  Technology ,  Local  Enterpr ise
Off ices Cavan and Louth  and the Creative I re land
Culture Teams within the three local  author i t ies .  

COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE 
P E A C E P L U S

Peace Plus is  the new EU funding programme aimed at Northern I re land and the Border Counties of
I re land.   This  new programme fol lows on from previous Peace and Interreg programmes.   Monaghan
County Counci l  have been awarded €4.5 mi l l ion to develop a Local  Peace Act ion Plan to del iver
projects with communit ies that wi l l  make a s ignif icant and last ing contr ibut ion to peace and
reconci l iat ion.   A Peace Partnership Board has been set  up that is  made up of  County Counci l lors ,
PPN representat ives and State Agency representat ives ,  and over the last  few months the board has
been undertaking a number of  consultat ion events to ident i fy  needs and pr ior i t ies ,  and potent ial
act ions for  the plan.

Once the programme has been launched by the funders SEUPB,  the plan wi l l  be submitted for
approval  with the expectat ion that project  act iv i ty  wi l l  commence early  2024.

I f  you wish to f ind out more information about the Peace Plus Programme please vis i t  our  website
PEACEPLUS - Community Development (monaghan. ie)

L o c a l  E c o n o m i c  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  P l a n  ( L E C P )
 

Monaghan County Counci l  are in the process of  developing a new
LECP for  the County.   This  is  the 2nd LECP and wi l l  be in operat ion for
the next  6 years .   The aim of  the LECP is  to develop object ives and
actions needed to promote and support  the economic development
and the local  and community development of  County Monaghan.  
 Every County across I re land has an LECP.

To develop the new plan,  Monaghan County Counci l  have appointed
consultants KPMG who are undertaking a number of  consultat ion
events ,  stakeholder interviews and onl ine surveys to ident i fy  needs
and to f inal ise the high levels  goals of  the plan.   The next  stage wi l l
be to develop the act ions that s i t  underneath the goal ,  and assign a
lead agency to take ownership of  the act ion.   The aim is  that the
plan wi l l  be launched at  the September meeting of  the Local
Community Development Committee (LCDC).

I f  you wish to f ind out more about the LECP or  the work of  the LCDC
please vis i t  our  website Monaghan Local  Community Development
Committee - Community Development



COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE 
Monaghan Alerts service extended to include Garda alerts

 

Monaghan County Counci l  is  pleased to announce that we have extended our exist ing Monaghan
Alerts  service to now also carry Garda Alerts .   Formerly ,   members of  the publ ic had to subscr ibe
to a separate service operated under the service provider Komeer in order to receive Garda
messages.   However ,  this  new development means that people need only subscr ibe to a s ingle
service in order to receive al l  the avai lable local  alerts .  

M o n a g h a n  A l e r t s  n o w  o f f e r s :
- Counci l  alerts  such as emergency road closures ,  f looding etc
- Weather alerts  on status orange and red warnings issued by Met E i reann
- I r ish Water Alerts  related to the publ ic water supply ,  such as boi l  water  not ices 
- Cr ime and publ ic safety alerts  f rom An Garda Síochána
The service remains free to the publ ic ,   with the cost  being borne by Monaghan County Counci l .  
There are three ways to subscr ibe to the service:
- On the Counci l ’s  website .   Go to http://alerts .monaghancoco. ie
- On a paper form,  which can be completed at  any Counci l  publ ic desk or  Garda stat ion
- By downloading the Monaghan Alerts  app from your preferred app store
I f  you are already a subscr iber to Monaghan Alerts  and wish to start  receiving Garda alerts ,  you
wi l l  need to log in to your account on the website and opt in to the new service.  (your phone
number is  your username.  I f  you have forgotten your password,  you can request a new one be
sent to you.   A ‘support ’  opt ion is  avai lable at  the bottom of  the web page i f  there are problems)  
Community groups can have messages sent out v ia the service by emai l ing
communityalerts@monaghancoco. ie .   You should l ist  the area of  the county you wish the
message to go out to ,  and the date you want the message to be sent ,  as wel l  as the content of
the message you wish sent .    Messages are restr icted to 160 characters .   

P i c t u r e d  a t  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  t h e  n e w
s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3  J o i n t

P o l i c i n g  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  a r e
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  J P C  a n d

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  c o m m u n i t y
t e x t  a l e r t  g r o u p s  w h o  a r e

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

 

 Town & Village 2022 funding in Ballybay Clones Municipal District has enabled the development of vision plans
for the villages of Drum and Rockcorry, with funding of €25,000 for each project. To date public consultation has
taken place which received a positive response.  Internal consultation in Monaghan County Council is completed
and our consultants Sheridan Woods are in the final stages of this project, the vision plans will identify key
priorities for the villages to 2030 and beyond. The completion date for village plans is July 2023.

 
 

 

 

 

Currently there are 2 Street Scape Schemes being rolled out in Clones, The Diamond Clones and Fermanagh
Street. Craftstudio Consultants developed a plan for project delivery in keeping with the Heritage of the town. 
The Diamond Clones received funding in the sum of €100,000 and Fermanagh Street received funding in the sum
of €232,000, providing grant assistance to property owners to paint and improve the facades of their buildings.
The schemes will see the provision of a micro park and additional carparking spaces. 

The schemes have been received positively with all residential and commercial properties submitting
applications. 

 
 
 

Town & Village 
Vision Plans Drum & Rockcorry

 

S t r e e t  S c a p e  C l o n e s  

Renewal Programme 
Funding secured from The

Department  of  Chi ldren and
Youth Af fa i rs  enabled the

repair  and upgrade the
exist ing p layground fac i l i t ies

at  O ’Nei l l  Park  C lones.   



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

 

Funding of €220,000 under the Departments Town and Village Renewal Programme will see the redesign and
improvement of Corrybrennan Playground. Public consultation for this scheme has been completed
gathering input from the residents and particularly the children of the estates as to the composition and
function of the playground. The event was very well attended by both parents and children. Issues such as
lack of public lighting, type and composition of equipment were discussed. A topographical survey of the
playpark is being completed. This will assist with the development of a design.

 
 

 

 

C o r r y b r e n n a n  P l a y  P a r k

S t .  P a t r i c k s  D a y  P a r a d e s

The v i l lages of  C lones ,  Newbl iss  and
Bal lybay hosted St .  Patr ick  Day

Parades and the Munic ipa l  Distr ic t
were del ighted to be able  to  prov ide
f inancia l  ass istance and guidance in

the preparat ion of  event
management  p lans for  each parade.   

W a t e r  W a y s  I r e l a n d ,  M a r i n a  C l o n e s
Water Ways I re land attended the March Municipal
Distr ict  meeting to inform the E lected Members of
progress of  works to Clones Marina.  The project  is
current ly  in Phase 2 and funding is  secured to
complete this  phase from Shared Is land Fund,
Department of  Rural  Development and Department
of  Housing Local  Government and Her i tage.   Phase 3
of  the project  wi l l  involve the renewal of  planning
and also vest ing necessary lands in Northern
Ireland.   The expected complet ion of  the project  is
2027/2028.



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

 

T o w n  T w i n n i n g  V i s i t
Bal lybay Hosts Gergweis ,  Osterhofen from Bavaria ,  Germany 
Bal lybay Town has been twinned with Gergweis ,  Osterhofen,  Bavaria ,  Germany for  over 2 decades,  on the weekend of
Apri l  22nd Bal lybay hosted a v is i t ing delegation of  21  people from Osterhofen.The delegation included Mayoress L iane
Sedlmeier  and Counci l lor  Kar l-Heinz Hierzegger who has been a frequent v is i tor  to Bal lybay over the years and was
involved in the off ic ial  twinning of  Bal lybay & Osterhofen in 2000.  This  v is i t  marked the 75th v is i t  by Cl l r .  H ierzegger to
Bal lybay.  

The delegation was off ic ial ly  welcomed by Cathaoir leach Cl l r  Hugh McElvaney and Bal lybay Town Team. The vis i tors
enjoyed a guided walk of  the Wetlands Bal lybay and were treated to a display of  food products f rom The Food Hub,
which is  a best  pract ice food production and education faci l i ty  based in Bal lybay,  Co.  Monaghan.
The Osterhofen group attended a pr ivate funct ion on Saturday afternoon in Pearse Bros GAA Centre hosted by
Bal lybay Clones Municipal  Distr ict .  formal presentat ions were made to mark the occasion of  this  Twinning Vis i t .  

L a u n c h  o f  t h e  n e w  ‘ S t o r y  t r a i l ’  i n  B a r r y
M c G u i g a n  P a r k

The l ibrary with the assistance of  the Municipal
Distr ict  erected a Story Trai l  in  Barry McGuigan
Park ,  Clones.  The trai l  consists of  large-scale
book pages leading in a trai l  around the park
that people who walk through can stop and
read with their  chi ldren.  The story current ly  on
the trai l  by author Eoin O’Br ien is  F lossie
McFluff– a fairy who hates L i t ter ing,  an
environmental ly  f r iendly story to reinforce the
message of  keeping our parks clean.  
 Cathaoir leach Cl l r  Hugh McElvaney attended
the off ic ial  launch in March.

The Municipal  Distr ict  together with Clones
Chamber of  Commerce celebrated the ret i rement

of  Eamon O’Hara as community employment
supervisor  for  Clones Newbl iss Distr ict  CE Scheme.   

Eamon had been a CE Supervisor  for  the Clones
Chamber of  Commerce s ince 2014.   Eamon was
involved in many projects in Clones town and

Newbl iss v i l lage.   Cathaoir leach Cl l r  Hugh
McElvaney made a presentat ion to Eamon on
behalf  of  Bal lybay/Clones Municipal  Distr ict .



Rossmore Park Giant Sculpture
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Druid, the latest Drumlin Giant has been revealed in
Rossmore Park. 

Druid is the Irish for Starling and she is a giant Starling
made up of smaller starlings, handpainted by pupils in St.
Mary's Boys School, and St. Louis Girls School, Monaghan.

Monaghan Municipal District Councillors, Executive and
Artist officially launched “Druid” on 17th April 2023.

St Patrick’s Day Parade
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monaghan Municipal District were delighted to invite the
winners of our St. Patrick’s Day Parade Floats/Windows to
a presentation ceremony at our Municipal District
Meeting on 17th April 2023. It was great to see the return
of our Parade this year incorporating the theme “Pedal
Power for the Future” We congratulate our winners and
thank all the participants of the Parade.

 
 

 

 
Monaghan Street Food Festival

 
Monaghan Street Food Festival is back for one day
only on Saturday, 6th May 11am to 6pm showcasing
local food and products from over 45 exhibitors and
the return of the Demo Kitchen including celebrity
chefs and local chefs.

This year’s festival is expected to be bigger and better
than ever before with kids’ entertainment and
buskers also expected on the day. The official launch
took place at the Market house on 24th April 2023.

 
 

 

Monaghan  



Dog Park Carrickmacross 
Minister Humphreys officially opened the Dog Park in Carrickmacross which was funded
 by Town& Village Renewal.

Carrickmacross & Castleblayney
 

 

 

Hillyway Walking and Cycle
Route Carrickmacross 

Minister Humphreys  officially
opened Hillyway Cycle Trail
which was a collaborative
project between, Monaghan,
Cavan and Meath Co. Council. 

It has delivered a new walking
and cycling route between
Carrickmacross and Kingscourt 



 
 Opening of “The Ridge” Castleblayney Enterprise
Hub Castleblayney 

Minister Humphreys  officially opened “the Ridge “
the Enterprise Hub in Castleblayney which will
bring about economic and social benefits to
Castleblayney and the North East Region.
 
Minister Humphreys said that facilities like the
Ridge increased the potential of Castleblayney to
act as a centre for business investment and was
supportive of the creation of jobs in the area. 

 

  
Outdoor Educational Space   Point Island 
 Lough Muckno Castleblayney 

Minister Humphreys officially opened the
Outdoor Education Space at Lough Muckno in
Castleblayney.  

The project was brought together
inconjunction with the Town Regeneration
Team and Monaghan county Council 

 

 


