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C H E C K  T H E  R E G I S T E R

E v e n  i f  y o u  a r e  a l r e a d y  r e g i s t e r e d ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  y o u r  d e t a i l s  t o  c o n f i r m  y o u r
v o t e .

Fol lowing a recent change in electoral  law,  we now have to include date of  birth and PPSN for
everyone.  This  wi l l  improve the integr i ty  and accuracy of  the Register .

To secure your vote,  you can f i l l  in  your missing detai ls  onl ine,  i t  only takes a few minutes.  Log
on to www.checktheregister . ie  and “Conf irm or update detai ls”

F o r  a n y  q u e r i e s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  o n  r e g i s t e r @ m o n a g h a n c o c o . i e  o r  0 4 7  3 0 5 5 1





Monaghan County Counci l  lodge planning for  an excit ing new Civic
Headquarters at  Rooskey Monaghan

P r o p o s e d  n e w  C i v i c  O f f i c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s
Monaghan County Counci l  recently  submitted a Part  VI I I  P lanning Appl icat ion for  new Civic
Off ices located at  the Rooskey Lands in Monaghan Town.  The purpose of  the development is  to
consol idate and improve Monaghan County Counci l ’s  c iv ic faci l i t ies ,  of f ice accommodation
and improve our customer service offer ing.  The project  wi l l  u l t imately lead to service
eff ic iency improvements by lowering operat ional  costs;  by el iminating current off ice rental
arrangements and reducing the Local  Author i ty ’s  energy demand.  

The new off ice accommodation wi l l  have a gross f loor  area of  5 ,601m2,  distr ibuted over three
t iered f loors ,  incorporat ing an entrance foyer ,  of f ice spaces,  meeting rooms,  a staff  canteen,
counci l  chamber ,  customer service desks ,  welfare faci l i t ies and internal  landscaped
courtyards.  The planning appl icat ion also provides for  a new Rooskey Lands access road,
improved pedestr ian and cycle l inks ,  a car park and al l  associated s i te development works .
The proposed Civic Off ices marks the f i rst  phase of  an ambit ious economic development and
regenerat ion strategy for  the Rooskey Lands and Dubl in Street  areas.  The project  is  al igned
with the provis ions of  the Rooskey Master  P lan and the approved Variat ions of  the County
Monaghan Development P lan.  

The Masterplan and approved Variat ions seek to regenerate an area in urban decl ine,
generate employment and contr ibute to the creat ion of  a new urban quarter ,  whi lst
integrat ing successful ly  with the establ ished bui l t-up area of  the town and providing a
consol idated home for  Local  Author i ty  service provis ion.  The project  wi l l  a lso act as a catalyst
for  the regenerat ion of  Dubl in Street  and i ts  back lands,  making Monaghan a better  place to
work ,  l ive and vis i t .



The new landmark Monaghan Peace Campus will bring together high-quality civic gathering
spaces, outdoor stage area, landscaped areas, and pedestrian routes. The Peace Campus
building will offer a range of facilities all under one roof, such as the Town Library, County
Museum, Community and Youth facilities. 

The hoarding has been removed revealing more of the building and works have started to install
the new footpath and paved areas around the building. Construction is nearing completion to
the interior of the building which will allow fit out to commence in early 2024 and opening to the
public in the first half of 2024.

T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E U ’ s  P E A C E  I V  P r o g r a m m e ,  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e
S p e c i a l  E U  P r o g r a m m e s  B o d y  ( S E U P B )   w w w . s e u p b . e u .  

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  P E A C E  I V  P r o g r a m m e  i s  € 9 , 5 4 1 , 0 8 1
w i t h  a p p r o v a l  o f  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  € 3 , 7 6 1 , 3 7 2 . 7 0  i n  J u l y  2 0 2 2 .





A truly historic, poignant and emotional day when @monaghancountylibrary officially opened their new
library on Friday 10th November 2023 at Gatelodge 2 in Castleblayney, which is located at the entrance to
one of our most beautiful amenities in County Monaghan - Lough Muckno.

The library staff look forward to delivering an enhanced service which will include more programming for all
ages and increased opening hours in 2024.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF CASTLEBLAYNEY LIBRARY

https://www.instagram.com/monaghancountylibrary/


Art students in Coláiste Oiriall assisted the Active Travel Unit in Monaghan County Council in developing a fabulous mural for
the underpass bridge on the Monaghan Town Greenway, near the Maurice Graham entrance.

Ably assisted by their art teacher, Faela Mhic Dhomhnaill, the students worked together in producing a fantastic design,
celebrating fauna, flora and wildlife. They were invited along to the greenway recently to meet with Lucy Tormey, the artist
who brought their vision to life!

Many thanks to the school, students, Lucy and Martin in Maurice Grahams who very kindly supported the project.

Monaghan County Council 
Active Travel Unit

M o n a g h a n  T o w n  G r e e n w a y  M u r a l



HOUSING FOR ALL
U n d e r  H O U S I N G  F O R  A L L  ( 2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 6 )  M o n a g h a n  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  h a s  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  f o r  p r o v i s i o n
o f  S o c i a l  H o u s i n g .

T o  e n s u r e  d e l i v e r y ,  M o n a g h a n  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  u s e s  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  H o u s i n g  f u n d i n g  s c h e m e s  t o
m a x i m i s e  o u r  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  s o c i a l  h o u s i n g .  T h i s  i s  i n  p a r t  d u e  t o  t h e  s m a l l  l a n d  b a n k
t h a t  c a n  b e  d e v e l o p e d .

S o c i a l  H o u s i n g  i s  d e l i v e r e d  v i a  f o l l o w i n g  m e t h o d s ;
•Direct  New Bui ld (On MCC Land)
•Part  Vs & House Acquis i t ions
•Turnkey Construct ion
•Approved Housing Bodies
•These propert ies are al l  f in ished to a high standard with Bui lding Energy Rat ings (BER) of  A2 or
higher .  

I n  2 0 2 2  H o u s i n g  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t s  t o t a l e d  € 3 6  m i l l i o n .

O n g o i n g  H o u s i n g  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t s

3 0  H o u s e s  a t  K n o c k c a r r i c k ,
A n n y a l l a  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y
G e d a  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  p r o p o s e d
c o m p l e t i o n  Q 2  &  Q 4  2 0 2 4

O v e r a l l  B u d g e t  € 8 , 8 0 7 , 0 0 0



HOUSING FOR ALL
H o u s i n g  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t s

30 Houses at  Coi l l  an Rí ,  Cmx being
provided by Park Edge Contract ing Ltd,
proposed complet ion Q2 & Q4 2024
 Overal l  budget €9,980,000.  

C L O N E S  R E N E W A L  S C H E M E
Monaghan County Counci l  received
Funding Approval  in 2019 from the
Department of  Housing,  Local
Government and Her i tage under the
Rebui lding I reland programme to
demolish 1 1  propert ies on Fermanagh
Street and Analore Street ,  Clones and
construct 22 new apartments and 2 new
Townhouses in their  place.

The al l- in project  budget is  c irca
€6mil l ion and was completed in
December 2022.  

The scheme has been a focus of
attent ion nat ional ly  winning Excel lence
in Planning Award at  the Property
Industry Excel lence Awards 2019.

L u í  N a  G r e í n e ,  S c o t s t o w n

Monaghan County Counci l ’s  Housing Sect ion along with
Wynne,  Gormley and Gi lsenan Architects ,  Lead Designer
and E .R .  and Lowry Construct ion Ltd ,  Main Contractor
are reviv ing this  derel ict/unf inished housing estate in
the heart  of  Scotstown.    

The total  project  budget is  just  below €7mil l ion and
includes the complet ion of  4 derel ict  unf inished houses
and the construct ion of  a further 28 new houses,  al l
bui l t  to the highest  standard with a Bui lding Energy
Rating of  A3 and above.  

The project  is  being handed over in f ive phases and
was completed in December 2022.



HOUSING FOR ALL
H o u s i n g  C a p i t a l  P r o j e c t s

The project  consists of  the provis ion of  41
houses at  Ard an Radhairc ,  Carr ickmacross by
Woodfort  Group.

The development comprises of  the 4 two-
Bedroom Mid terraced Houses,  37 three-
Bedroom Semi-Detached/Terraced Houses
including open space,  landscaping,  new access
roads,  drainage,  street  l ight ing and s i teworks .

Works commenced in November 2020,  with
phased handover of  6 houses in 2021  and
remaining 35 propert ies completed in November
2022.

R e l e t t i n g  W o r k s
In  2022,  Monaghan County Counci l  had the
lowest vacancy rate and relett ing t imes are
among the best  in the Country .   

Vacancy rate of  1 . 14% (nat ional  average is
3 .03%) whi lst  the average re-lett ing t ime was
16.2 weeks,  the third lowest in the Country (the
lowest was Wexford at  1 1 .5  weeks and the
average was 35.2 weeks) .

In 2023,  Monaghan County Counci l  have
Department funding approval  for  37 propert ies
(€407,000 and expect to complete circa 50
propert ies in 2023,  s imi lar  to 2022.  

E n e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y  
From 2016-2021  Monaghan County Counci l  completed
phase 1  works of  energy upgrades to approximately
1650 local  author i ty  houses.  

Between 2021-2022,  108 deep retrof i t  works have been
completed.

For  2023,  Monaghan County Counci l  has received an
al location of  68 propert ies .  I t  is  l ikely that Monaghan
County Counci l  wi l l  complete and recoup in the region
of 73 propert ies at  a cost  of  over €2 Mi l l ion.

Works on the next  tender have commenced with over
100 propert ies  issued to our newly appointed
Obl igated Party Energia.



HOUSING FOR ALL
M i n i s t e r  f o r  H o u s i n g ,  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  H e r i t a g e  v i s i t s

H o u s i n g  D e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  C o u n t y  M o n a g h a n

Staff  f rom Housing Sect ion,  Monaghan
County Counci l  along with their
architectural  consultants ,  Craft  Studio
presented plans to Minister  for  Housing,
Local  Government and Her i tage of  I re land,
Darragh O’Br ien T .D.  for  the development
of  50 social  house and an affordable
housing scheme on lands in Lat lorcan,
Monaghan.  The scheme is  current ly  at
design phase and works are expected to
commence in 2024.  

 A n  C l o s ,  B a l l y b a y  ( 7  H o u s e s ) C a s t l e b l a y n e y  –  C o i l l  D a r a c h  ( 3 0  H o u s e s )  

Minister  Darragh O’Br ien vis i ted County Monaghan and complimented The Counci l ’s  E lected
Members and staff  on their  Housing Del ivery Act ion Plan which is  providing much needed
qual i ty  Social  Housing in the County.



Applications/Submission/Part VIII Applications

Approximately 54% of Planning Applications received this year have been submitted online. 
Submissions can now be made online via the government portal to any live planning application whether it is
an online application or a hard copy application. 

Part VIII’s are also uploaded onto the Local Government Portal 

What is a Part 8? Most developments by a local authority itself are subject to a public consultation process as
set out in the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 (As amended). This procedure is commonly referred
to as a ‘Part for public consultation. Submissions to Part VIII’s are free of charge. 

The Local Government Online Planning portal was designed to streamline the application for planning
permission across all Local Authorities in Ireland. The online portal is easy-to-use and moves the process into
an environmentally friendly one that is also user friendly. You can register your own account, submit
documents online with your application, and submit further documentation at a later stage if necessary. You
can view previously submitted applications on your dashboard, as well as the status of applications quickly
and easily. Planning permission in Ireland is moving towards a paperless and environmentally friendly domain
where applicants have 24/7 access to their planning applications.

For more information on how to use the Portal, please log into the following:
https://planning.localgov.ie/en/what-online-planning

PLANNING

B u i l t  H e r i t a g e  P r o j e c t s  2 0 2 3
In  2023 Monaghan County Counci l  again managed the Bui l t  Her i tage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and
the Histor ic Structures Fund (HSF) .  This  involves administer ing funding from the Department for
Housing,  Local  Government and Her i tage for  the repair  and conservat ion of  protected structures.  

In  total  1 1  projects across the County received a total  of  €96,000 funding from the Department for
the repair  and conservat ion of  protected structures under the BHIS in 2023.  In  addit ion,  4 projects
were al located a combined total  of  €275,600 under the HSF in 2023.  One of  these projects ,  St
Macartan’s  Cathedral ,  wi l l  be funded over a two-year per iod.  In  addit ion,  one of  the HSF projects
has been deferred to 2024.  

The Planning Sect ion wi l l  cont inue to administer  both bui l t  her i tage funding schemes in 2024.

R e s i d e n t i a l  Z o n e d  L a n d  T a x  ( R Z L T )
Thirty one appeals were submitted to An Bord Pleanala fol lowing the determinations made
by the Planning Sect ion in respect of  the RZLT submissions received.  To date 28 of  these
appeals have been decided with ten determinations having been conf i rmed and 21
determinations being set  aside.  The major i ty  of  the determinations set  aside related to the
inclusion of  lands zoned Strategic Resident ial  Reserve on the Draft  RZLT Map.
https://monaghan. ie/planning/rz l t/

https://planning.localgov.ie/en/what-online-planning


Example of Built Heritage Projects 2023 

PLANNING

BHIS 2023 – Stone Wal l  at  Glaslough Rai lway Stat ion 

W a l l  a t  G l a s l o u g h  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n  b e f o r e  w o r k s   

W a l l  a t  G l a s l o u g h  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n  a f t e r  w o r k s  c o m p l e t e d  



Example of Built Heritage Projects 2023 

PLANNING



REGENERATION UNIT 2023

1.0 Carrickmacross Town Centre First Plan      
                                                                               
Following the appointment of a Town Regeneration Officer in August 2023 and the award of funding from the
Department of Rural & Community Development, Monaghan County Council has commissioned a Town
Centre First Plan for Carrickmacross. 

“The Town Centre First policy aims to create town centres that function as viable, vibrant and attractive
locations for people to live, work and visit, while also functioning as the service, social, cultural and recreational
hub for the local community”. 

Following the appointment of consultants, The Paul Hogarth Company, the Council formed a local Town
Team to lead in the development of the plan. This team comprises representatives of groups across
Carrickmacross, including the Chamber of Commerce and Tidy Towns. The first Town Team workshop
was held on 23rd September 2023 where introductions were made and the methodology and
programme discussed and agreed. An initial SWOT Analysis was also completed collaboratively.



REGENERATION UNIT 2023

A public engagement process was initiated from 3rd October to 29th October 2023. This comprised a
short survey for completion both on-line and on paper and also an in-person event held on 5th October
2023. By its closing date, a total of 503 responses were received, indicating a strong level of interest from
members of the public.  Topics raised included positivity about the town’s heritage and sense of
community, but also concern around traffic and car parking, perceived antisocial behaviour and
provisions for young people. 



REGENERATION UNIT 2023

The consultancy team has also engaged with Elected Members of the Municipal District, representatives of Monaghan
County Council departments and on 23rd October 2023, the team visited 3 schools in the town. This was an opportunity to
discuss the plan with pupils and staff, to listen to their opinions regarding the town centre and to encourage them to
complete the survey.  

Following a review of the various submissions received, the Town Team in partnership with the Council has prepared a
draft Town Centre First Plan for Carrickmacross. A further consultation process for the draft plan was launched on 30th
November 2023. 

Welcoming the launch, Cllr Aoife McCooey, Cathaoirleach Carrickmacross-Castleblayney Municipal District said “I am
delighted to see this Draft Plan being launched today and would like to congratulate the Town Team for all their hard work to
date. It is clear to me that together with the consultants, they have listened very carefully to the people of Carrickmacross and
drawing upon their considerable knowledge of the town, have identified a series of compelling draft projects.” 
The chair of the Town Team is local businessman Jim Hand. In launching the Draft Plan, Jim explained “We are now eager to
hear again from everyone in Carrickmacross. We are inviting people to take a look at the draft plan and projects, to let us
know what they think and to share their further ideas. It is very important that this plan reflects the priorities of local people, so
please take this opportunity to help us get it right for the town”.

Once complete in 2024, the Town Centre First Plan be used to inform funding applications for project delivery by a range of
parties, from the public, community and private sectors. It will also be used to guide future policy and decision making in
relation to the town centre.
Plans are available to view:

-Online at www.monaghan.ie/town-centre-first-plan-for-carrickmacross
-At Carrickmacross Civic Offices
Consultation Reponses via the survey can be made between
-Thursday 30 November 2023, and
-Thursday 4 January 2024

Drop in consultation event will be held at the following times and locations:
-4pm – 8pm, Wednesday 6 December 2023, Carrickmacross Civic Offices
-11am – 2pm, Thursday 14 December 2024, Market Square Shopping Centre

For further information please contact 
Kevin McNally
Town Regeneration Officer,
1 Dublin Street, Monaghan. 
Email: TRO@monaghancoco.ie



2.0 Regeneration Plan for town centre lands in Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan
Monaghan County Council has commenced the process to appoint an architect/urban design led
consultant team to prepare a regeneration plan, incorporating approximately 4.5 hectares of town centre
zoned lands, an area which radiates from the Market House west along Main Street and north along
Muckno Street with McGrath Road to the northwest and Monaghan Road to the west, area outlined in red
in Map 1 below. 

3.0 Proposed Strategy to deal with Vacancy and Dereliction in County Monaghan 
Following engagement with a range of stakeholders both internal and external to the Council, the
Regeneration unit is developing a strategy to address the County’s dereliction and vacancy issue. The
proposed strategy consists of working with relevant landowners, seeking in the first instance to address
the issue using current available Governmental supports and if not successful, utilising the Councils
powers as contained in the 1990 Derelict Sites Act (as amended) to address this issue. This strategy and
associated policy are currently being developed for consideration. 

4.0 Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) Call 3
The Unit is progressing the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) Call 3 for Monaghan Town,
and actively engaging with property owners, where possible, to address the long-term vacancy and
dereliction of 17 properties that have been approved by the Department Housing Local Government and
Heritage with financial resources to allow if necessary to acquire these properties, compulsorily or by
agreement, and to place them on the open market for sale to buyers that will bring the properties back
into active use. This funding is committed to 2030. 

REGENERATION UNIT 2023

I t  i s  e n v i s a g e d  t h a t  t h i s  p l a n  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e v i e w  i n  Q 2  2 0 2 4 .  



Month ly  News letter  |  J une Issue

 

A n t i - D u m p i n g  I n i t i a t i v e  P r o j e c t s
Environmental Services has recently successfully concluded a series of environmental projects that
were funded under a €110k allocation secured under the Anti-Dumping Initiative (ADI) from the
Department of Environment Climate and Communications. (DECC).

Included among the projects delivered in 2023 were the following. 
(a)  Free Hazardous waste collection day at Scotch Corner.
Under this project members of the public could dispose of household hazardous waste free of charge
by bringing it to Scotch Corner landfill. Waste collected free of charge on the day included paints, waste
oils, batteries, unused medicines, aerosols, pesticides.  In total approx. 17,000kgs of household hazardous
waste was collected on the day.  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

  O p e n i n g  o f  S i t e  O f f i c e  a t  S c o t c h  C o r n e r  

Works on the new site office at the Scotch Corner
landfill facility have recently been completed. The novel
modular building was designed by Craft Studio
Architecture, a local Monaghan town based
architectural practice, whilst the building itself was
manufactured by BuildWright at their facility in Swann’s
Cross.The main contractor for the project was
McCusker Contracts from Co Tyrone.

Modular construction is a fast and innovative method
of construction, and this new site office is the first
modular construction project undertaken by
Monaghan County Council. The new office is very
energy efficient and highly insulated and is designed to
achieve an A Energy rating. Heating is provided through
an energy efficient air to water system and power is
also supplied by PV panels on site which were installed
in October 2018.

The new office also incorporates hot desk facilitates for
use by staff of Monaghan County Council as required.

P h o t o  4 :  H a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  b e i n g  d r o p p e d  o f f  d u r i n g  f r e e  c o l l e c t i o n  d a y . P h o t o  5 :  H a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  
c o l l e c t e d  o n  s i t e  d u r i n g  H a z  W a s t e  C o l l e c t i o n  D a y .  



Month ly  News letter  |  J une Issue
 

A n t i - D u m p i n g  I n i t i a t i v e  P r o j e c t s

Subsidised Bulky Waste Collection month.

During the month of August ADI funding was used
to run a Subsidised Bulk goods collection month
at Monaghan County Council’s two Civic Amenity
sites at Scotch Corner and Carrickmacross.   
Under this project, members of the public could
bring unwanted bulky items to the centres for
recycling. An interesting statistic to note is that
during this project approximately 840 old
mattresses were accepted at the two Civic
Amenity sites.   

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

Further Roll-out of solar powered Compacting
Litter bins.

ADI Funding was used by Environmental Services
to purchase eight additional solar powered
compacting litter bins. Following a procurement
competition, the solar powered units were
purchased from two suppliers, namely, PEL and
Future Streets. The units were subsequently
installed at appropriate locations identified by
the three Municipal District offices. 

E P A  a s s e s s m e n t  s h o w s  M o n a g h a n  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  a m o n g  b e s t
p e r f o r m e r s  n a t i o n a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E n f o r c e m e n t
Each year the EPA,  under the Local  Author i ty  Performance Framework ,  assesses the environmental
performance of  each Local  author i ty  against  specif ic  Environmental  Enforcement pr ior i t ies in the
waste,  water ,  and noise/air  thematic areas.  The current Environmental  enforcement pr ior i ty  areas
are detai led in the fol lowing table .



Month ly  News letter  |  J une IssueENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

In  November 2023 the EPA released the Environmental  Enforcement Performance Report  for  2022
which demonstrated that Monaghan County Counci l  was among the best  performing Local
Author i t ies in the Country .  Each February ,  Environmental  Services submit  an annual  RMCEI
inspect ion plan to the EPA which detai ls  the proposed environmental  enforcement and
inspect ion work for  the year ahead.  In addit ion,  RMECI  returns for  the year gone by are also
submitted to the EPA and both the RMCEI  plan and RMCEI  returns form the basis  of  the annual
EPA assessment .  The recently  publ ished EPA assessment indicated that Monaghan County
Counci l  achieved an 85% score whi lst  the nat ional  average was 59%.  Only Ki ldare and Meath
County Counci l  scored higher than Monaghan County Counci l  in  the nat ional  assessment
report .  

C l o s e d  l a n d f i l l  A s s e s s m e n t  w o r k
During 2023 Environmental  Services cont inued to make good progress in relat ion to the the
authorsiat ion of  Closed landf i l l  s i tes in the County.  Closed landf i l ls  are def ined as landf i l ls  s i tes that
were operated by local  author i t ies dur ing the per iod from 1977 to 1997.  Under the Waste Management
(Cert i f icat ion of  Histor ic Unl icensed Waste Disposal  and Recovery Act iv i ty)  Regulat ions 2008 al l  such
landf i l ls  require EPA author isat ion,  and the vast  major i ty  wi l l  require s ignif icant remediat ion works to
ensure that these s i tes pose minimal r isk  to the Environment .   In  Co.  Monaghan there are 5 landf i l ls  that
are classi f ied as “Closed Landf i l ls”  these being.

•  K i l l y c r o n a g h a n  C l o s e d  L a n d f i l l ,  S m i t h b o r o .
•  K i l l y c a r d  C l o s e d  L a n d f i l l ,  C a s t l e b l a y n e y .
•  C o r k e e r a n  C l o s e d  L a n d f i l l ,  B a l l y b a y .
•  S c o t c h  C o r n e r  C l o s e d  L a n d f i l l ,  A n n y a l l a .
•  T i r a g a r v a n  C l o s e d  L a n d f i l l ,  C a r r i c k m a c r o s s .

In  October ,  s i te invest igat ion works were completed at  the T iragarvan histor ical  landf i l l  s i te located on
the Shercock road out of  Carr ickmacross.  These works included the instal lat ion of  addit ional  monitor ing
borewel ls  on s i te and the excavation of  a ser ies of  t r ial  pits  to help determine the nature and scale of
the waste present ly  on s i te .  I t  is  expected that this  wi l l  conclude al l  the s i te invest igat ion works at  our
closed landf i l ls  in  the County.  Upon complet ion of  these s i te investgation works I t  is  hoped that a formal
appl icat ion to the EPA for  a Cert i f icate of  Author isat ion wi l l  be lodged in ear ly  2024 for  T i ragarvan.
Dur ing October Monaghan County Counci l  also formal ly  lodged an appl icat ion for  a Cert i f icate of
Author isat ion for  the Corkeeran Histor ical  landf i l l  s i te located outside Bal lybay.  In  September a planning
approval  appl icat ion to An Bord Pleanala was lodged for  the Ki l lycronaghan si te which is  located close
to Smithboro.  Environmental  Services also propose to lodge a planning approval  appl icat ion short ly  to
the Board for  the Ki l lycard which is  located outside of  Cast leblayney.  
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The fol lowing table summarises the current authorsisat ion status of  our f ive closed landf i l l  s i tes
in the County.  



Monaghan Biodiversity Conference

A large crowd attended Monaghan’s f i rst  ever Biodiversity  Conference held in the Hi l lgrove
Hotel  on 18th November.  Stakeholder groups were very wel l  represented and enjoyed
presentat ions on a wide range of  biodiversity  topics from bats ,  swifts  and sustainable
farming,  to rewi lding and wetlands.  Organised by Biodiversity  Off icer ,  Dr .  Patr ic ia McCreesh,
the event was opened by Chief  Execut ive Robert  Burns who out l ined the scale of  the
biodiversity  cr is is  and spoke about the importance of  community engagement in
responding to cl imate and biodiversity  issues in the county.  
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CLIMATE ACTION

P u b l i c  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p h a s e  o f  p r o p o s e d  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  P l a n  ( 2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 9)

The Draft  Monaghan County Counci l  Cl imate Act ion Plan (2024-29) was publ ished on the 19th
of  October for  publ ic consultat ion.  The proposed plan was informed by the extensive pre-draft
consultat ion stage held over the summer and aims to secure a sustainable future for  the
people of  Monaghan and to create a low carbon and more cl imate resi l ient  County.  

C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  c l i n i c  a t  M o n a g h a n  L i b r a r y

During the 6-week statutory consultat ion per iod which closed on the 4th December the Counci l
act ively sought the views of  the publ ic to help shape and enable effect ive cl imate act ion at  a
local  and community level .  A dedicated Cl imate Act ion Consultat ion web page was developed
for the publ ic to v iew the plan and make a submission.  A consultat ion survey was developed as
a more streamlined opt ion for  people to have their  say on the proposed plan.   The plan was also
made avai lable in hard copy at  each of  the main l ibrar ies in the county.   Stakeholder
engagement and outreach act iv i t ies included the fol lowing:
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Statutory Not ice,  press release and advert isement placed in Northern Standard to encourage
people to have their  say on Monaghan’s draft  Cl imate Act ion Plan:
Formal not ice given to al l  E lected Members and Cl imate & Environment SPC members on
publ icat ion of  the draft  Cl imate Act ion Plan,  where to see the plan and how to make a
submission.
Extensive posts on the Counci l ’s  social  media channels to raise awareness and invite the
views of  the publ ic .
Presentat ion & discussion on the Draft  P lan and consultat ion process del ivered to the
November Cl imate & Environment SPC
Comhair le na nÓg,  Nat ional  Youth Counci l  of  I re land and al l  Secondary Schools in the county
were invited to make a submission to ensure that young people had an opportunity to feed
into the plan making process.
Members of  the publ ic were encouraged to attend Publ ic Consultat ion Drop-In Cl in ics which
were held in Carr ickmacross,  Cast leblayney,  Clones,  Monaghan and Bal lybay L ibrar ies .  These
two-hour sessions were hosted by the Cl imate Act ion Unit  to provide guidance on the draft
plan and on the consultat ion process.

F l y e r  t o  a d v e r t i s e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  c l i n i c s . S o c i a l  M e d i a  P o s t  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  s a y .

N e x t  S t e p s :  

The Chief  Execut ive report  on the consultat ion process is  now being prepared and the
report  and draft  Cl imate Act ion Plan (amended as appropriate) wi l l  be brought forward to
the January meetings of  the Cl imate & Environment SPC and CPG respect ively .  The
proposed Cl imate Act ion Plan wi l l  formal ly  be proposed for  adoption by elected members
at the February ful l  counci l  meeting.



REGISTER OF ELECTORS UPDATE
Monaghan County Council’s recent local awareness campaign, which included leaflet distribution to every
household in the county, billboards, radio advertisements, social media campaigns, temporary road signage and
community engagement has successfully concluded with impressive engagement with checktheregister.ie
which has been noted and commended by the Department. Monaghan County Council will have achieved a
4% increase in electoral records completed, including PPSN, for our electorate when all applications received to
date have been processed. This surpasses the national average of 3.5% according to the latest communication
from DHLGH.

The national awareness campaign has also contributed to the overall increase in awareness.
In addition to campaign efforts, Monaghan County Council has been actively engaging with our communities.
Corporate Services staff recently participated in Social Inclusion Week and attended a community meeting of
migrant group, Failte Isteach Monaghan, where the registration and voting process was explained and
attendees were encouraged to register and to exercise their right to vote. 

Monaghan County Council field workers are currently visiting secondary schools within the county to register
and pre-register all students aged 16-18. They also delivered a presentation on voting participation and urged the
students to take this message to their families, emphasising the importance of registering, updating or
confirming details on checktheregister.ie. The response and engagement received from this initiative has been
very positive.

Monaghan County Council will run another local awareness campaign in January 2024.  
We strongly encourage everyone to ensure that you are correctly fully registered (including PPSN, date of birth
and Eircode) before the upcoming Local and European Elections. The easiest way to register, update or
complete your details is to go on www.checktheregister.ie

CORPORATE SERVICES 

CIVIC RECEPTION
Monaghan County Council hosted a Civic
Reception to honour the remarkable
achievement of the Carrickmacross
Rounders teams in capturing three All-
Ireland titles in 2023. The event was held in
the Carrickmacross Civic Offices where
commemorative plaques were presented
by Cathaoirleach, Cllr David Maxwell to the
captains of the Senior Men’s, Mixed and
Ladies teams. 



A c c o u n t i n g  T e c h n i c i a n s  

The Counci l  welcomed two new staff  members who commenced their  Accounting
Technician Programme in 2023 which is  a two-year work-based education training
programme. Both Accounting Technicians wi l l  study with MIFET Col lege in Monaghan whi lst
gaining s ignif icant experience working with Monaghan County Counci l  to obtain their  QQI
Level  6 Advanced Cert i f icate in Accounting.  

E n g i n e e r s  I r e l a n d  3  y e a r  C P D  r e - a c c r e d i t a t i o n

Fol lowing a CPD accreditat ion audit  on 28th September 2023,  Monaghan County Counci l
has been awarded Engineers I re land “CPD Accredited Employer”  status for  a further ,
maximum three year per iod CPD re-accreditat ion which runs unt i l  October 2026.  

As an Engineers I re land CPD Accredited Employer ,  Monaghan County Counci l  is  part  of  an
exclusive network of  organisat ions that have demonstrated commitment to the
professional  development of  the staff .    This  is  not  only important for  attract ing top talent
among graduates but also for  retaining key talent at  more advanced levels .

Human Resources 



  
Over a period of 3 months, Creative Monaghan has brought the Step Into My Parlour Show to seven
care settings in the county. This dementia friendly show created by professional performer Michelle
Burke, is a collection of songs interspersed with stories, memories and tales performed in a parlour
setting. Step Into My Parlour creates a non-institutional, ‘Parlour’ environment, in which people
can articulate their own memories and stories and make it their own. Michelle says, “The project
demonstrates to carers and staff, how the arts can be used in a creative way in working with older
people and the wider community. It is our hope that this programme may serve to trigger
memories and further reminiscences from participants, contributing to a greater sense of well-
being for not only participants, but for those within their wider community of loved ones and
caring staff”. 

 

  
In October, we partnered with Monaghan Integrated Development,
Recovery College and Monaghan Traveller Movement to initiate
and fund a series of eco – photography workshops for young
people from the Traveller community. Led by local visual artist,
John Nutley, participants have been learning how to take
photographs using the beautiful surroundings of Lough Muckno
Park and Rossmore Park. They will also learn how to edit and
mount their photographs which will then be exhibited at the
Creative Monaghan showcase event in December.

Creative Monaghan has supported more than 20 projects across the County in recent months, with many still ongoing. We are
delighted to have collaborated with colleagues in other sections, within Monaghan County Council, to support several innovative
and creative projects. These include, Monaghan Heritage Office, the Patrick Kavanagh Centre, Monaghan County Museum,
Monaghan Municipal District, Monaghan Local Enterprise Office and Monaghan County Libraries. Below are two examples of
projects that are currently ongoing: 

CREATIVE MONAGHAN - LIBARY

Step Into My Parlour Show

Eco Photography Workshops 

On Fr iday ,  22nd September ,  venues and cu l tura l  spaces across
Monaghan hosted an array of  f ree  events ,  as  the 18th ed i t ion of
Cul ture  Night  was ce lebrated across  the is land.  The publ ic  were
inv i ted to  come a long and exper ience the incredib le  her i tage ,
arts ,  and cu l ture  on offer  in  the county ,  wi th events  tak ing
place in  Inniskeen,  Laragh,  Ba l lybay ,  C lones ,  Monaghan Town,
Cast leb layney ,  Knockata l lon ,  Donaghmoyne,  Shantonagh,
Doohamlet  and on onl ine .  

Art  workshops ,  cé i l í  events ,  music  workshops ,  s toryte l l ing ,  dr ive
in movies ,  her i tage events ,  animat ion d isp lays ,  performance ,
sensory  events ,  I r i sh language events ,  intercu l tura l  act iv i t ies ,
and exhib i t ions featured in  the extens ive  programme ensur ing
that  there  was t ru ly  something for  everyone to  partake in .

De i rdr iu  McQuaid of  Monaghan County Counc i l  says  ‘We wish to
acknowledge and thank our  cu l tura l  and creat ive  community  for
co l laborat ing with us to  put  together  a  fantast ic  Cu l ture  Night
programme.  Cu l ture  Night  would not  be poss ib le  wi thout  you!
We a lso want  to  thank everyone who came a long on the n ight
and encourage you to  keep support ing Monaghan’s  cu l tura l  and
creat ive  sector  throughout  the year .  Go ra ibh mí le  maith
agaibh! ’

C o u n t y  M o n a g h a n  C e l e b r a t e s  C u l t u r e  N i g h t  2 0 2 3 ,
 O n e  N i g h t  f o r  A l l !



The keystone for this year’s Monaghan Tourism promotional campaign was the ‘C’Mon to Monaghan’ Series. Funded
jointly by the Agri-Food Tourism initiative from the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine, and Fáilte Ireland, the
series was promoted via local radio and social media and featured an eclectic range of must-visit attractions and
businesses the length and breadth of the county. From fabulous food and crafts, to engaging outdoor pursuits and visitor
attractions, the visitor is invited to ‘C’Mon in!’ and discover the best of county Monaghan for themselves. The full series is
available to view via the Monaghan Tourism YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/monaghantourism 

Monaghan Tourism Promo Campaign 2023 - ‘C’Mon to Monaghan’ Series

Monaghan Tourism Workshops and Networking Events
The Monaghan Tourism Unit, in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland,
organised a number of workshops and networking opportunities within
the county.

in recent months; including a Monaghan Tourism Cluster Workshop
aimed at stimulating collaboration and partnership amongst local
tourism providers in providing new saleable experiences for visitors to
county Monaghan, and two Sustainable Community Tourism workshops
in Glaslough to assist the development of a long-term vision for
sustainable, community-focused, tourism development in the area in line
with the Fáilte Ireland Monaghan Destination Experience Development
Plan.

https://www.youtube.com/monaghantourism


The promotional suite of brochures for the county were all updated and redesigned with a fresh new appearance. The
suite includes the following:

•            Explore Monaghan A5 brochure
•            Explore Monaghan Fold-out Map with listings
•            Explore Monaghan Folder

The brochures are available to pick up from library branches and visitor attractions across the county, as well as for
download directly from the Monaghan Tourism website.

Updated suite of Explore Co Monaghan Brochures

Tracks & Trails filming along the Monaghan Way
Monaghan Tourism in conjunction with Carrickmacross-Castleblayney MD and the Patrick Kavanagh Centre were
delighted to host the team from Tracks & Trails, the popular RTÉ TV and online series showcasing the most beautiful
hikes, walks and cycles on newly developed and lesser travelled routes on the island of Ireland. With filming completed
along the route in August 2023, the Monaghan Way will feature as part of the upcoming series due to be aired on RTÉ 1
in March 2024.

The latest edition of the Kavanagh Weekend & Poetry Award took place this September and was a three-day, multi-
venue, multi-disciplinary festival. It was hugely successful and received national coverage. The programme was of a
high artistic standard and highlights included the village procession of light, Lisa O’Neill, Blindboy Podcast, and a
screening of Pat McCabe’s – Holy Hour, Requiem for Brendan Behan. There was also strong throughput in the village
with accommodation sold out and thriving traditional music sessions each evening. 

Kavanagh Poetry Award & Weekend Festival



COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE 
Monaghan Alerts service extended to include Garda alerts

The new Garda messaging service which was added to Monaghan Alerts  in spr ing 2023 has now
surpassed the 1 ,000 subscr iber mark .  Subscr ibers are a mix of  ex ist ing users of  the Counci l
service who have s igned up to receive Garda alerts ,  as wel l  as newcomers who are jo ining the
service for  the f i rst  t ime.  

Subscr ibers may now opt to receive alerts  to their  smartphone via the ‘Monaghan Alerts ’  app,
which can be downloaded from either Google Play or  the iStore.  When using the app for  the f i rst
t ime,  the user should ‘s ign in ’  rather than ‘ register ’  when prompted,  then s ign in to the account
they created when they f i rst  jo ined up to the service.  The username wi l l  a lways be their  mobi le
phone no. ,  and i f  the user has forgotten their  password,  they can use the l ink provided to have a
temporary password emai led to them.

T h e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e s  a l e r t s  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
-Garda alerts
-Weather alerts
-Road alerts
-Water alerts
-General  Counci l  alerts

You can opt in/ out of  receiving one or  more of  these categories of  alerts  by changing the
sett ings in your account .  The service is  f ree to al l .  
You can s ign up to the service,  or  log in to change the sett ings on your account at :
http://alerts .monaghancoco. ie

B e e c h  H i l l  C o l l e g e  I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  P r o j e c t  w i t h  l o c a l  N u r s i n g  H o m e s
Transit ion Year students at  Beech Hi l l  Col lege were del ighted to attend the recent
National  Age Fr iendly Recognit ion and Achievement Awards 2023 which took place on
Thursday 30th November at  the Clayton Whites Hotel  in  Wexford.  There was great
excitement when their  Intergenerat ional  Project  won a Judges Special  Recognit ion
Award,  which was the last  award on the night .

The judges stated their  bel ief  that the project  is  one of  the most innovative projects
which Monaghan Older People’s  Counci l  have ini t iated in recent t imes.  The project
was ini t iated by Seamus McDermott ,  Monaghan Age Fr iendly Ambassador ,  and Barry
Eaton,  Monaghan Age Fr iendly Programme Manager ,  who have received great support
from the staff  and pupi ls  of  Beech Hi l l ,  as wel l  as the Northern Standard newspaper .
The Transit ion Year students were recently  provided with an Apple MacBook by the
County Monaghan fund who were impressed by the benef i ts  of  the intergenerat ional
aspect of  the project .

The project  was set  up to explore the potent ial  of  broadcast ing news into a number
of  the nursing homes in Monaghan.  I t  aims to address the isolat ion and exclusion
experienced by many residents ,  part icular ly  those that do not have family members
l iv ing local ly .  The project  not only benef i ts  the residents as the Transit ion Year
students wi l l  learn new ski l ls  and increase their  sel f-conf idence as they gain more
experience in broadcast ing.  The students are very aware of  the isolat ion that many of
the residents exper ienced during the Covid pandemic.  They have expressed the hope
to vis i t  the residents of  the Nursing Homes as the project  progresses.  

The project  is  being led by teacher Nial l  McKeogh,  Young Social  Innovator Guide for
Beech Hi l l  Col lege.  A number of  Transit ion Year students are involved including
Caireann McCooey,  Keeva Farmer ,  Emma McMahon,  Zoe Gal lagher ,  Kajus Jarmala and
Kalem Woods.

http://alerts.monaghancoco.ie/


Monaghan Women’s Assembly Plenary meeting was held on
Thursday 30th November  in  the Four Seasons Hotel ,  women
from a diverse range of  groups and areas attended what was a
faci l i tat ing,  excit ing and engaging meeting.  The meeting was
Chaired by Cl l r  Cathy Bennett ,  with Cl l r  Aoife Mc Cooey in
attendance,  Cathy welcomed al l  to the meeting and
encouraged al l  women present to become involved in local
pol i t ics .

Speakers included Carmel Murphy,  PPN Resource Worker
speaking about the PPN,  Mary McGarvey,  Corporate Services
speaking about the SPC,  CPG,  and other structures in the
counci l ,  Jacinta Carragher ,  social  media inf luencer about how
social  media can be used to promote yoursel f .

Ursula McKenna from the WCI Monaghan also presented
cert i f icates to al l  the women who had successful ly  completed
the recent Women In Leadership Programme. 

COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE 
Monaghan PPN

Monaghan PPN held their  h ighly attended P P N  P l e n a r y  M e e t i n g  in  the Hi l lgrove on
Tuesday 5th December.  The Chief  Execut ive of  Monaghan County Counci l  Robert  Burns
welcomed everyone to the meeting and this  was fol lowed by a short  introduction by
Packie Kel ly ,  Chair  of  the PPN Secretar iat .

Carmel Murphy,  Monaghan PPN Resource Worker gave a presentat ion on the work carr ied out by
the PPN in 2023 and plans for  2024

Jamie Nolan from the Counci l ’s  Cl imate Act ion Team gave a presentat ion on the Community
Cl imate Act ion Fund which is  due to open for  appl icat ions short ly .  

B i l ly  F lynn gave a presentat ion on the Peace L ink ,  Clones,  which is  an iconic state of  the art
sport ing faci l i ty  on the edge of  Clones in Monaghan.  

J i l l  Kennon gave a presentat ion on Carr ickmacross Toy L ibrary which is  a wonderful  in i t iat ive
which encourages famil ies to borrow rather than buy 

Christ ina Weldon gave a presentat ion on Latton O’Rahi l ly  GAA about their  Healthy Club Journey

El ina Kovale gave a presentat ion on CLANN CREDO,  a company who provide Community Loan
Finance to community groups,  family resource centres ,  sports clubs,  charit ies and social
enterpr ises.

Monaghan PPN hosted a very wel l  attended Women’s
Safety Conference in the Hi l lgrove Hotel  on Thursday
23rd November ,  to t ie  in with the global  16 days of
act iv ism against  gender based violence.  This  event was
funded by the Department of  Just ice under the
Community Safety Innovation Fund and included
speakers f rom Safe I re land/Tearmann Domestic
Violence,  The Garda Crime Prevention and Support
Services,  al l  speaking with a part icular  emphasis on
women’s safety .  This  was fol lowed by a presentat ion
from the Counci l  Hort ictur l ist  on designing and creat ing
safe open spaces for  women and gir ls

This  event was fol lowed by a Publ ic Joint  Pol ic ing
Committee Meeting in the afternoon and al l  issues and
pract ical  ideas raised from the morning’s conference
were brought to the JPC Meeting for  considerat ion.



E u r o p e a n  W e e k  o f  S p o r t
Monaghan Sports Partnership launched several  programmes
across the county to celebrate European Week of  Sport  2023,  a
campaign where everybody is  encouraged to be as act ive as
possible and promote the benef i ts  of  sport  and physical  act iv i ty .
In i t iat ives launched by Monaghan Sports Partnership on EU Week
of Sport  2023 included:

Women’s Social  Soccer ,  Beginners P icklebal l ,  Table Tennis Taster
Sessions,  Come & Try Act ivator  Poles ,  Swimmin’  Women,  Chi ldren’s
Learn to Cycle and Chi ldren’s  Inclusive Cycl ing.  In  total  146
chi ldren and adults  part ic ipated in community-based act iv i t ies
commencing on European Week of  Sport  2023.

MONAGHAN SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 
H e r  O u t d o o r s  W e e k
HER Outdoors Week was back in 2023 and took place from August 14th to 20th.  HER Outdoors Week
aims to celebrate and encourage more females to get out and enjoy the benef i ts  of  being in the
outdoors whi le br inging vis ibi l i ty  to the opportunit ies for  females to get involved in outdoor
physical  act iv i ty .  

To celebrate HER Outdoors in 2023,  Monaghan Sports Partnership faci l i tated their  biggest  ever
outdoor act iv i ty  programme. Across the month of  August ,  Monaghan Sports Partnership
faci l i tated 27 di f ferent act iv i t ies and events which seen a total  of  359 women and gir ls  taking
part .  Act iv i t ies included Tennis ,  Golf ,  Mountain Bik ing,  Rock Cl imbing,  Outdoor Yoga,  Lawn Bowls ,
Vol leybal l ,  Walk ing and much more.

S p o r t s  I n c l u s i o n  P r o g r a m m e
MSP’s Sports Inclusion Programme was in ful l  f low in the Autumn months
with numerous di f ferent sports and physical  act iv i ty  programmes
across the county for  chi ldren and adults  with disabi l i t ies .  As wel l  as the
ever-popular Inclusive Cycl ing programmes,  MSP was del ighted to
partner up with several  key partners to del iver  act iv i t ies for  chi ldren.
Act iv i t ies included the Footbal l  for  Al l  school ’s-based programme and
the 2-day Footbal l  for  Al l  Camp in conjunct ion with Cavan Sports
Partnership and the FAI .  

MSP was del ighted to partner with the GAA to faci l i tate two GAA for  Al l
evenings at  Monaghan GAA HQ.  MSP also l inked up with Monaghan
Rugby Club to del iver  two Inclusive Rugby Taster  Days to chi ldren with a
disabi l i ty .  MSP worked with several  partners to del iver  numerous
activ i t ies for  disabi l i ty  day services including Pi lates ,  Soccer Ski l ls ,
Inclusive Dance,  Inclusive F ishing,  Inclusive Tennis and Inclusive Circuits
as wel l  as a Soccer Bl i tz .  A total  of  over 150 part ic ipants engaged in
MSP’s Sports Inclusion Programme in Autumn/Winter  2023.



A c t i v e  A d u l t s  P r o g r a m m e
MSP’s Autumn/Winter  Act ive Adults  programme seen the
return of  act iv i t ies such as Aqua Aerobics and Men’s Exercise
in Water in partnership with Coral  Leisure which seen between
90 and 100 part ic ipants take part  regular ly  over the 6-week
programme durat ion.  As part  of  the Act ive Adults  Programme,
MSP supported 1 1  di f ferent act ive adults ’  community-based
groups in var ious locat ions across the county to faci l i tate
act iv i t ies for  their  groups.  Act iv i t ies included L ine Dancing,
Yoga,  Social  Dancing,  Chair  Aerobics ,  J iv ing and more.
.

MONAGHAN SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 
P o s i t i v e  A g e i n g  W e e k
To celebrate Posit ive Ageing Week at  the beginning of  October ,  MSP faci l i tated an Act ive Adults
Act ive Fest  across the County.  The Act ive-Fest  was an opportunity for  adults  over the age of  50
to try several  act iv i t ies including Chair  Aerobics ,  L ine Dancing,  Score Bowls ,  Boccia,  Kur l ing,
Indoor Bowls ,  and Chair  Yoga.  The Act ive-Fest  was free and was funded through the Age &
Opportunity Fund.  Across the week over 80 part ic ipants took part  in act iv i t ies in Carr ickmacross,
Monaghan,  Clones & Cast leblayney.

K i l m o r e  &  D r u m s n a t t  S p o r t s  A c t i v i t y  H u b
The KAD Sports Act iv i ty  Hub was as busy as ever in Autumn 2023 with
two separate 6-week block of  act iv i t ies being faci l i tated either s ide of
Hal loween.  The programme schedule included act iv i t ies for  pre-school
chi ldren up to older adults  and everybody in between.  The act iv i ty
blocks seen the inclusion of  popular  act iv i t ies such as Sports Hal l
Athlet ics and Pi lates and the introduction of  new act iv i t ies such as
Gael ic for  Lads & Dads.  Over 200 part ic ipants took part  in
Autumn/Winter  act iv i t ies at  the KAD Sports Act iv i ty  Hub.

B a l l y b a y  &  S u r r o u n d i n g  A r e a s  C o m m u n i t y  S p o r t s  H u b
Autumn/Winter  seen community groups in Doohamlet and
Tul lycorbet faci l i tate a large volume of  act iv i t ies ,  which were
supported by MSP through the Bal lybay & Surrounding Areas
Community Sports Hub fund.  Act iv i t ies included Yoga,  P i lates ,  L ine
Dancing,  Chair  Aerobics ,  Men’s & Women’s F i tness classes and
many more.  In  total ,  over 200 part ic ipants of  al l  ages took part  in
Autumn/Winter  act iv i t ies as part  of  the Bal lybay & Surrounding
Areas Community Sports Hub.



H e r M o v e s
Her Moves is  a physical  act iv i ty  campaign target ing teenage
gir ls  where gir ls  can enjoy act iv i t ies of  their  choice in a no-
judgement zone,  and in their  own unique way.  After
undertaking consultat ions with teenage gir ls ,  MSP faci l i tated a
Ping Pong Art  Programme at Monaghan Col legiate School  in
partnership with Table Tennis I re land and a Gym Moves
programme in conjunct ion with four gym providers across the
county.  Across both programmes 68 teenage gir ls
part ic ipated,  and MSP is  planning further HerMoves
programmes at  the beginning of  2024.
.

MONAGHAN SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 
S c h o o l ’ s  B a s e d  A c t i v i t i e s
Monaghan Sports Partnership’s  school ’s  programme recommenced in ear ly  Autumn
with the commencement of  the new school  year .  MSP was del ighted to br ing back
some popular programmes to pr imary schools such as Vol leybal l ,  L i t t le  Athlet ics ,
Skipping,  Cycl ing and others .  MSP was also del ighted to br ing excit ing new init iat ives
such as Golf  Workshops and Tennis Workshops to pr imary schools .  In  total ,  over 1500
chi ldren took part  in pr imary school  act iv i t ies in Autumn/Winter  2023.   

T r a i n i n g  &  E d u c a t i o n

MSP faci l i tated several  t raining and education courses in 2023 which were aimed at upski l l ing sports
coaches,  parents ,  volunteers ,  teachers ,  SNA’s and teenagers and chi ldren with an interest  in sports
leadership.   The fol lowing table is  a ful l  l ist  of  t raining & education courses del ivered by Monaghan
Sports Partnership in 2023.



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

Town & Village 2022 funding in Ballybay Clones Municipal District has enabled the development of vision plans for
the villages of Drum and Rockcorry, with funding of €25,000 for each project. Consultants Sheridan Woods
Architects & Urban Planners undertook public consultation which received a positive response. The vision plans
identify key priorities for the villages to 2030 and beyond. The vision plans where officially launched by Minister
Heather Humphreys on November 16th in Rockcorry and November 20th in Drum. 

Town & Village 
Vision Plans Drum & Rockcorry

Drum vis ion Plan Launch November 20th,  Minister  Heather Humphreys,  Cathaoir leach
Cl l r .  Sean Gi l l i land,  E lected Members & Staff

Rockcorry Vis ion Plan Launch November 16th ,  Minister  Heather Humphreys,  Cathaoir leach Cl l r .
Sean Gi l l i land,  E lected Members & Staff



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

Two Street Scape Schemes have been rolled out in Clones, The Diamond Clones and Fermanagh
Street.Craftstudio Consultants developed a plan for project delivery in keeping with the Heritage
of the town. 

The Diamond Clones received funding in the sum of €100,000 and Fermanagh Street received
funding in the sum of €232,000, providing grant assistance to property owners to paint and
improve the facades of their buildings, works are now completed. 

Fermanagh Streetscape Enhancement Scheme funding approval included the development of a
Micro Park and Green space on Fermanagh Street which will enhance the overall appeal of the
town as a place to live, work and visit. The park will include seating for rest locations for
pedestrians, and landscaping and planting to offer green space and biodiversity. It will also deal
with another derelict site that is near some of the Clones Renewal Scheme sites. Works have
commenced and will be completed in early January of 2024.

S t r e e t  S c a p e  C l o n e s  

Th e  F a r m e r s  Y a r d  C l o n e s
€75,000 was secured through Town & Vi l lage for  the redevelopment of  the Farmers Yard
Clones.  Works wi l l  be commenced in ear ly  January of  2024.

Fermanagh Street  Micro Park



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

Ru r a l  R e g e n e r a t i o n  &  D e v e l o p m e n t  f u n d  S c h e m e  2 0 2 3
B a l l y b a y  L i b r a r y  
Monaghan County Counci l  has successful ly  acquired the Market  House in Bal lybay.  Engineer ing staff  in  the MD are
examining tenders received for  the appointment of  mult i-discipl inary design team. I t  is  hoped to be able to appoint  a
mult i-discipl inary design team in the coming weeks.
 

O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n a l  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  S c h e m e  –  
B a l l y b a y  L i d o

The Outdoor Recreational  Infrastructure Scheme provided funding in the region of  €150,000 to
provide a beach/l ido area along the shore of  Lough Major  in Bal lybay Town Park .  These works have
enhanced the popular  Bal lybay Town Park ,  provided an amenity that is  accessible to al l  outdoor and
water-based enthusiasts and provide a safer  walk ing loop by provis ion of  footpaths along the
access road into the park .  The works have been great ly  welcomed by the residents of  Bal lybay Town.
I t  has provided an area where members of  the publ ic can meet and provide an amenity for  sun
bather ,  surfers ,  and water-based clubs in the area to pract ice with the new launch area provided.  
Minister  Heather Humphreys off ic ial ly  opened Bal lybay L ido on June 8th,  2023.  

O f f i c i a l  o p e n i n g ,  M i n i s t e r  H e a t h e r
H u m p h r e y s ,  E l e c t e d  M e m b e r s  a n d

M o n a g h a n  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  S t a f f

M a r k e t  H o u s e  B a l l y b a y



Municipal Districts
  Ballybay & Clones

U l s t e r  C a n a l  R e s t o r a t i o n
the Ulster  Canal  Restorat ion project  wi l l  see the restorat ion of  the canal  sect ion by Waterways
Ireland from Lough Erne in Co Fermanagh to Clones in Co Monaghan.  This  is  a stretch of  approx.  13 .5
ki lometres.
 
The project  is  current ly  in Phase 2 which focuses on the restorat ion of  the canal  between Clones and
Clonfad in County Monaghan,  including a canal  basin marina and amenity area in Clones.  funding of
€24mil l ion is  secured to complete this  phase from Shared Is land Fund,  Department of  Rural
Development and Department of  Housing Local  Government and Her i tage.

Monaghan County Counci l  in  col laborat ion with Fái l te I re land and Waterways I re land is  undertaking
publ ic consultat ion to gather input f rom local  residents ,  community groups,  businesses and wider
organisat ions in the preparat ion of  a Vis ion Plan to present a col lect ive v is ion for  the future of
Clones Marina,  in  the heart  of  County Monaghan.  The expected project  complet ion date is  2027/2028.

Marina Site Vis i t ,  Cathaoir leach Cl l r .  Hugh McElvaney,  E lected Members & Staff



Rossmore Park Giant Sculpture

The Latest Giant of Rossmore Park has just been 
completed and Monaghan MD are proud to 
introduce Big Ross.

Monaghan Municipal District will continue to invest
in and maintain the recreation areas of Rossmore 
Park, working with the Town Team and various council
sections to implement the Giant Trail which include 
the Giants, Queen Banba, Spike, the Cauldron of Plenty, 
The Morrigan, Roddy, The Druid and Big Ross and 
maintain these giants. Through the Library Section, 
Creative Ireland funding has been secured for three 
new Giants to be installed in the coming months.

The Giant’s Festival 
The Giant’s Festival took place on Saturday the 9th of September from 12pm and proved very popular.3 Movies
were shown, storytelling from Paul Bond about the history of the Giant’s and a walking tour of the “Living Giants” of
Rossmore with Billy Flynn. Thanks to Monaghan Municipal District staff, the Monaghan Men’s Shed, Civil Defence
and Town Team representatives for taking part in the organisation and set up of the event. 

Monaghan  



EVENTS IN MONAGHAN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Monaghan Christmas Street Food Festival
Monaghan Christmas Street Food Festival took place on Saturday 2nd December. 

The Christmas Street Food Festival was another success this year with all stalls sold out early and a wide
variety of food, crafts and family entertainment available on the day.

Monaghan Business Awards Launch
The Monaghan Business Awards were launched on Tuesday 12th September in the Market House by
Minister Heather Humphrey’s TD, elected MD members, Monaghan LEO, the Monaghan Town Team and
the Business Community category award sponsors and the event took place on Thursday 23rd
November 2023 in the Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan. The event was a great night for all in attendance. 

Halloween Bats Festival
Halloween Bats Festival took place on Sunday 29th October. The event included magic shows, giant characters, kids disco and
facepainting. We closed the event with a spectacular Fireworks display which lit up the skies of Monaghan Town to the delight
of all present. This fantastic event was only possible due to the support of Monaghan Municipal District Council.

Monaghan  



Monaghan Town Voucher

Sales for the Monaghan Town Voucher has grown year on year. This has helped to retain and reduce economic leakage whilst
supporting over 200 businesses within Monaghan Municipal District. 
The MD office expects to exceed previous year’s sales again in 2023 with many businesses purchasing their vouchers early this
year ahead of the Christmas rush!

Monaghan  



In Castleblayney Town, “The Ridge” Enterprise Hub officially opened in June and
is now fully occupied. A joint initiative with Castleblayney Community Enterprise
and Enterprising Monaghan, the 1,350 sqm provides 28-unit business units. 

Carrickmacross 

In  Carr ickmacross,  construct ion of  the new C:TEK I I  Co-working Enterpr ise
Hub continued apace,  with works due to be substant ial ly  completed in
early Q3 2024.  At  a total  est imated cost  of  €3.8 mi l l ion,  the project  shal l
real ise the del ivery of  a new 1 ,450sqm Co-Working Enterpr ise Hub.  The
Hub shal l  provide workspace for  business start-ups,  re-locating
enterpr ises and co-workers seeking to locate in Carr ickmacross Town.
The development wi l l  support  talent retent ion within the South Monaghan
area,  provide a regional  base for  former commuters ,  and attract new
start-ups from within the community and Northern I re land.  

“ T h e  R i d g e ”  E n t e r p r i s e  H u b ,  M c G r a t h  R o a d ,  C a s t l e b l a y n e y  

  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  C :  T e k  I I  C o - w o r k i n g  E n t e r p r i s e  H u b ,  C a r r i c k m a c r o s s



L o u g h  M u c k n o  C h r i s t m a s  M a r k e t
The Execut ive,  in  partnership with the Muckno Mania Fest ival  Committee,
cont inued to bui ld on the strong tradit ion of  community-led events in the
Municipal  Distr ict .  Taking advantage of  the almost purpose-bui l t  Hope
Cast le avenue,  Sunday the 3rd of  December 2023 saw the real isat ion of
the inaugural  Lough Muckno Christmas Market .  A dedicated working
group,  compris ing members of  Muckno Mania Committee and Municipal
Distr ict  staff  worked t i re lessly throughout October and November to
del iver  a truly magical  and community-inspired event .  Special  mention
to Ms.  Sarah Moore and Mr .  J im Gart lan on the Municipal  Distr ict  s ide.
Both were instrumental  in event planning and lacked no shortage of
decorat ive ski l ls  or  enthusiasm when i t  came to Santa’s  grotto.  Indeed,
J im  donned the red suit  for  the afternoon!

The MD, in partnership with Farney Community Development Group (FCDG), plan
to restore in full the Carrickmacross Workhouse site. MD staff are currently
progressing the engagement of a multi-disciplinary design team to complete
detailed plans and costings for the restoration and re-development of the rear
derelict buildings, together with an extended new-build multi-purpose
Community Hub. 

Carrickmacross 

T h e  W o r k h o u s e ,  C a r r i c k m a c r o s s  R e a r  D e r e l i c t  B u i l d i n g s


