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1. Introduction and Background

11

1.2

AeCom on behalf of Monaghan County Council prepared the “Carrickmacross Town Car
Parking Strategy”. The purpose of the Strategy was to address the overall requirement
for parking in Carrickmacross in terms of accessibility, availability, and convenience.

The study included an audit and surveys of all sites immediately available for parking
adjacent to the Main Street, Carrickmacross. From that exercise it was demonstrated that
there was a clear lack of car parking spaces available within the town centre. An extension
to the existing car park on land at Shirley Lane, Carrickmacross was deemed to be the
most appropriate option to provide additional spaces. This was having regard to the lack
of availability of viable alternative sites for off street car parking close to the Main Street,
the demand for off street car parking at this location, the existence of vehicular and
pedestrian access to the site, and the existence of the existing car park on the adjacent
site.

2.0 Current Policy Context of Monaghan County Development Plan 2019 - 2025

2.1

2.2

2.3

Within the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2023 - CKDP1 Carrickmacross
Town Centre the area subject of this variation proposal has been zoned as “Existing
Residential”. The zoning objective of Existing Residential is “To protect and enhance
existing residential amenities”. Principal permitted land use will be residential.
However other uses open for consideration include education, nursing home, creche,
health centres, community facilities, guesthouses provided that all such proposals are
in keeping with the established built character of the area and do not adversely impact
upon the amenity of existing residential properties. The comprehensive
redevelopment of large residential plots for proposed residential development will be
acceptable subject to the redevelopment proposal being in keeping with the character
of the surrounding development.

The Development/Zoning Matrix Table 9.3 states that within land zoned as “Existing
Residential” many town centre uses including car parks are not a permitted use. The
supporting text outlines that a ‘not permitted use’ is a use that would be contrary to
the zoning objectives and sustainable development. Extensions to existing non-
conforming uses within any zoned area will be considered on their merits.

The current zoning map outlining this area is attached in appendix 1.

Section 9.1 of the CDP sets out an overall vision for the Settlements including how the
sustainable and co-ordinated growth and development of the towns in the county can
be shaped in a planned manner which will also act as a catalyst for the economic,
physical, cultural, and environmental development of the towns.

Within this overall vision Monaghan County Council aims to address the future
sustainable development of the towns through:

* Establishment of a viable and growing population, sufficient to support a wide
variety of employment and services.

* Development of infrastructure to support the existing towns and accommodate
future growth within the towns.

* Improved transport links both within the county and destinations outside it.



2.4

2.5

2.6

o Re-development of back lands and derelict sites throughout the towns where
appropriate. * Provision of sufficient parking within the town centres where
necessary.

In addition, SSO 17 outlines the need to promote and encourage the delivery of the
refurbishment and regeneration of the back lands of the towns as well as appropriate
development on infill sites, derelict sites, vacant plots, and brownfield sites.

In conjunction with this it is an objective to ensure that sufficient parking is available
for town centre uses (TCO 5).

Specific to Carrickmacross Town paragraph 11.4 of the Monaghan County
Development Plan states that “there is the need for the retail sector to expand the
commercial base of the town to meet the needs of an increasing population by
redeveloping backland areas and expanding the retail area onto other streets, while
protecting the built heritage of the town and adding value to the towns shopping
image.”

Within the Carrickmacross Public Realm Plan 2019 an objective is to reduce car
parking on the Main Street in Carrickmacross to allow for the creation of better
pedestrian friendly and visually attractive urban spaces. Whilst the longer-term goal
is to move away from private cars to walking, cycling and public usage in the short-
term, car parking must be able to migrate from on-street to off street locations to
facilitate this goal.

The Town Centre First Plan for Carrickmacross (2024) restates the importance of the
area and the “scope for improvements thereby helping to support business on main
Street, whilst alleviating pressures on space there”. The action in respect of this area
is “Development of town centre car parking and associated pedestrian linkages off
Shirley House Lane.”

3.0 Proposed variation

3.1

3.2

As previously stated there is a need to update the current policy set out in the county
development plan to ensure it is consistent with recent policy developments in
relation the area.

It is considered that the current land use zoning does not allow for the refurbishment
and regeneration of the backlands in this area and for suitable town centre uses,
including parking, to be accommodated in this area. A variation to the Monaghan
County Development Plan 2019-2025 should be considered to be made to the zoning
maps for the lands CKDP1 and CKDP2 with the land highlighted to be rezoned from
Existing Residential to Town Centre Use.

4.0 Legislative Context

4.1

Section 13(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) states that,
“A Planning Authority may at any time, for stated reasons, decide to make a



variation of a development plan which for the time being is in force.” Where a
planning authority proposes to make a variation in a development plan, it shall-

a) Send notice and copies of the proposed variation of the development plan to the Minister, the
Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, the Office of the Planning Regulator,
the Board, the relevant regional assembly, and, where appropriate, to any adjoining planning
authority, the prescribed authorities, and any local community development committee within the
area of the development plan,

b) Publish notice (in prescribed form ) of the proposed variation of the development plan in one or
more newspapers circulating within that area.

¢) Not later than 8 weeks after giving notice of the proposed variation, the chief executive of the
planning authority shall prepare a report on any submissions or observations received in response to
the notice and shall submit the report to the members of the authority for their consideration.

d) The report shall be in a specified form listing the persons or bodies who made submissions or
observations, summarise the recommendations, submissions and observations made by the persons
or bodies in the submissions, and give the response of the chief executive to the issues raised, taking
account of the proper planning and development of the areq, statutory obligations and relevant
policies and objectives for the time being of the Government or of any minister of the Government.
e) The Members of a planning authority shall consider the proposed variation and the report of the
chief executive, and may as they consider appropriate, by resolution make the variation which would,
if made, be a material alteration, with or without further modification or they may refuse to make it.
) A further modification to the variation may be made where it is minor in nature and therefore not
likely to have significant effects on the environment or adversely affect the integrity of a European
site shall not be made where it refers to an increase in the area of land zoned for any purpose, or an
addition to or deletion from the record of protected structures.

4.2 An Appropriate Assessment screening exercise in respect of the potential impacts of
the proposed variation upon Natura 2000 sites (Special Areas of Conservation and
Special Protection Areas) was carried out in accordance with Section 177U of the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). The Planning Authority
concluded that the proposed variation would have no impacts upon designated sites
within or adjoining the County and therefore no Appropriate Assessment was
required. (Appendix 2)

4.3 A screening exercise in accordance with Article 13K the Planning and Development
(Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (as amended) was carried
out. The Planning Authority concluded that the proposed variation is not likely to have
any significant impacts on the environment and therefore a strategic environmental
assessment report is not required. (Appendix 3)

5.0 Details of Proposed Variation

51 It is proposed to proceed with the change of zoning, which are summarised as
follows:

To change the land use zoning for the subject lands in Carrickmacross from existing
residential to town centre use (Appendix 1).



This is to, inter alia, facilitate the sustainable development and expansion of the
town centre and then enhance the viability and vitality of the Town Centre

provision.



Appendix 1
Zoning Maps
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Appropriate Assessment Screening Report
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Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

Section 1 Introduction

1.1 Background

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan
County Development Plan 2019-2025, as varied, has been prepared to assist the competent authority
in assessing whether or not Stage Two AA is required. AA is a procedure carried out in accordance with
the requirements of Article 6(3) of Coundil Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats
and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (hereafter referred to as the “Habitats Directive”).

1.2 Legislative Context

The Habitats Directive provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance. The
overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the “favourable conservation status” of
habitats and species of European Community Interest. These habitats and species are listed in the
Habitats and Birds Directives (Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds) with
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated to afford
protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known as European
sites and Natura 2000.

AA is required by the Habitats Directive, as transposed into Irish legislation by the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) and the Planning and
Development Act (as amended). AA is an assessment of the potential for adverse or negative effects
of a plan or project, in combination with other plans or projects, on the conservation objectives of a
European site. These sites consist of SACs and SPAs and provide for the protection and long-term
survival of Europe’s most valuable and threatened species and habitats.

1.3 Approach

This Screening for AA report of Proposed Variation No. 6 is based on best scientific knowledge, has
utilised ecological expertise and is supported by desktop research on national databases including the
National Biodiversity Data Centre!, the NPWS?, and EPA3 mapping websites (including data collected
for the most recent Article 12 and 17 conservation status reporting cycle, 2019).

The ecological desktop study completed for the Screening for AA report of the Proposed Variation No.6
comprised the following elements:

. Identification of European sites within 15 km of Proposed Variation No. 6 boundary;

. Examination of European sites hydrologically linked (via direct surface water connection or shred
groundwater body) or other ecological link beyond 15 km of Proposed Variation No. 6 boundary;

. Examination of the NPWS Qualifying Interests (for SACs), Special Conservation Interests (for SPAs) and
Conservation Objectives or the above identified sites with potential pathways to the Proposed Variation No.
6 area; and

. Examination of available additional information on protected and or designated species as
relevant/necessary.

There are four main stages in the AA process as follow:

Stage One: Screening
The process that identifies the likely impacts upon a European site of a project or plan, either alone or in combination
with other projects or plans and considers whether these impacts are likely to be significant.

Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment

The consideration of the impact on the integrity of the European site of the project or plan, either alone or in
combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site’s structure and function and its conservation
objectives. Additionally, where there are adverse impacts, an assessment of the potential mitigation of those impacts.
If adequate mitigation is proposed to ensure no significant adverse impacts on European sites, then the process may

{ Available at: https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/
2 pvailable at: https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites and httgs:zzdahg.maQs.arcgis.com[aggs[webapgviewer[index.html?id=8f7060450de3485fa1c1085536d477ba
3 Available at: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 1



Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

end at this stage. However, if the likelihood of significant impacts remains, then the process must proceed to Stage
Three.

Stage Three: Assessment of Alternative Solutions
The process that examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the project or plan that avoids adverse
impacts on the integrity of the European site.

Stage Four: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts remain
An assessment of compensatory measures where, in the light of an assessment of imperative reasons of overriding
public interest (IROPI), it is deemed that the project or plan should proceed.

The Habitats Directive promotes a hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory measures. This
approach aims to avoid any impacts on European sites by identifying possible impacts early in the plan-
making process and avoiding such impacts. Second, the approach involves the application of mitigation
measures, if necessary, during the AA process to the point where no adverse impacts on the site(s)
remain. If potential impacts on European sites remain, the approach requires the consideration of
alternative solutions. If no alternative solutions are identified and the plan/project is required for
imperative reasons of overriding public interest, then compensation measures are required for any
remaining adverse effect(s).

The assessment of potential effects on European sites is conducted following a standard source-
pathway-receptor’ model, where, in order for an effect to be established all three elements of this
mechanism must be in place. The absence or removal of one of the elements of the model is sufficient
to conclude that a potential effect is not of any relevance or significance.

In the interest of this report, receptors are the ecological features that are known to be utilised by the
qualifying interests or special conservation interests of a European site. A source is any identifiable
element of the Proposed Variation No. 6 provision that is known to interact with ecological processes,
The pathways are any connections or links between the source and the receptor. This report provides
information on whether any likely significant effect on any European Site could arise from the Proposed
Variation No. 6.

This report has been prepared taking into account legislation including the aforementioned legislation
and guidance including the following:

. Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland. Guidance for Planning Authorities, Department of
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2009;

. “Commission Notice: Managing Natura 2000 sites - The provisions of Article 6 of the 'Habitats' Directive
92/43/EEC", European Commission 2018;

. Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites — Methodological guidance on the provisions

of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, European Commission Notice, Journal of the
European Union, 2021; and Practice Note PNO1: Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development
Management, Office of the Planning Regulator, 2021.

This report has been conducted in view of the Conservation Objectives of the habitats or species, for
which the relevant European sites have been designated.

* Source(s) — e.g. poilutant run-off from proposed works; Pathway(s) - e.g. groundwater connecting to nearby qualifying wetland
habitats; and Receptor(s) — qualifying aquatic habitats and species of European Sites.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 2



Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

Section 2 Description of the Proposed Variation

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) provides for sustainable development
and proper planning within the administrative area of Monaghan County Council. The Plan has already
been varied®.

Proposed Variation No. 6 would change the land use zoning for the subject lands in Carrickmacross
(see Figure 1) from Existing Residential to Town Centre Use. This is in order to, inter alia, facilitate the
sustainable development and expansion of the town centre and enhance the vitality and viability of the
town centre provision. For further detail, the Proposed Variation documentation should be referred to.

Figure 1 Location Map, highlighting lands subject to Proposed Variation No. 6

5 Variation No 1 (made October 2019): To protect the selected route of the N2 Upgrade Scheme.

Variation No 2 (made September 2020): To make reference to and align the plan with the provisions of the National Planning Framework (NPF)
and the Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (NWRA RSES).

Variation No 3 (made April 2022): To provide a new objective MPO15 to ensure that all new development proposals within the Dublin Street North
Regeneration Area have regard to the Regeneration Strategy and development objectives of the Dublin Street North Regeneration Plan (and
associated minor amendments to the text of the plan).

Variation No 4 (made April 2022): To provide for a new objective MPO16 to ensure that all new development proposals within the Rooskey Lands
Masterplan Area have regard to the Master Plan Strategy and objectives of the Rooskey Lands Masterplan (and associated minor amendments to
the text of the plan).

Variation No 5 (made November 2023): To provide for the change of zoning/dezoning of certain lands (22 sites) in the settlements of Monaghan,
Carrickmacross, Castleblayney, Clones, Scotstown and Ballinode. The zoning changes result in revised settlement boundaries in six settlements.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 3



sereening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

Section 3 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

3.1 Introduction to screening

This stage of the process identifies any potential significant affects to European sites from a project or
plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans.

An important element of the AA process is the identification of the ™Conservation Objectives” (COs),
"Qualifying Interests” (Qls) and/ or “Special Conservation Interests” (SCIs) of European Sites requiring
assessment. Qls are the habitat features and species listed in Annexes I and II of the Habitats
Directive for which each European Site has been designated and afforded protection. SCIs are wetland
habitats and bird species listed within Annexes I and II of the Birds Directive. It is also vital that the
threats to the ecological / environmental conditions that are required to support QIs and SCIs are
considered as part of the assessment.

The following NPWS First Order Site-Specific Conservation Objectives have been considered in the
screening:

¢ For SACs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I habitat(s) and/or the Annex II
species for which the SAC has been selected; and

»  For SPAs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation
Interests for this SPA.

Where available, Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) designed to define favourable
conservation status for a particular habitats or species’ at that site have been considered.

3.2 Identification of relevant European Sites

The Department of the Environment (2009) Guidance on AA recommends a 15 km pathway
consideration zone to be considered. All European sites within a 15km radius of the County
Development Plan area to which Proposed Variation No. 6 relates were examined to assess potential
connectivity corridors on a landscape scale, and assess potential interactions between Proposed
Variation No. 6 and the Conservation Objectives of each of the sites.

Details of European sites that occur within the 15 km Pathway Consideration Zone of, or have
hydrological / ecological connectivity with, the Proposed Variation No. 6 area are listed in Table 3.1 and
mapped on Figures 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3.

Information on QIs, SCIs, site-specific vulnerabilities and sensitivities (see Appendix I) and background
information (such as that within Ireland’s Article 17 Report to the European Commission, site synopses
and Natura 2000 standard data forms) has also been considered by the AA screening assessment. The
COs of the European sites that have been considered throughout the assessment report, were sourced
from the following NPWS documents:

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Kilroosky Lough Cluster SAC [IE0001786] Version 1.

NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Slieve Beagh SPA [IE0004167] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC [IEO000007] Version 1.
NPWS (2022) First Order Site-specific Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter SPA [IE0004049] Version 1.
NPWS (2022) First Order Site-specific Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter SPA [IE0004049] Version 1.
NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives for Dundalk Bay SPA [IE0004026] Version 1.

NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives for Dundalk Bay SAC [IE0000455] Version 1,

NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Stabannan-Braganstown SPA [IEO004091] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Carlingford Mountain SAC [IE0000453] Version 1.

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC [IE0001957] Version 1.

¢ Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when: its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing; the
specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable
future; and the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

? The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when: population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining
itself on a long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats; the natural range of the spedies is neither being reduced nor is likely to
be reduced for the foreseeable future; and there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its populations on a
long-term basis,

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 4



Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Developrent Plan 2019-2025

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Donegal Bay SPA [IE0004151] Version 1.

The COs focus on maintaining the favourable conservation condition of the QIs/SCIs of each European
site, therefore the screening process concentrated on assessing any likely significant effects on any
European Site of the Plan with respect to the QIs/SCIs of each European site.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council
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Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

3.3 Assessment Criteria

Al provisions of Proposed Variation No. 6 are considered in this report with respect to the ecological
sensitivities of each of the European sites identified. The sensitivities, threats and pressures of the QIs
in relation to all potential sources for effects identified, and potential pathways for such effects identified
above are then examined by the Screening for AA in Table 3.1. If/where sources within Proposed
Variation No. 6 and pathways for potential significant effects are identified, the European sites
concerned will proceed to Stage 2 AA (where a Natura Impact Report is then required).

3.3.1 Is Proposed Variation No. 6 Necessary to the Management of European Sites?

The overarching objective of Proposed Variation No. 6 is not the nature conservation management of
the sites, but to update the County Development Plan to accommodate a change in land use in
Carrickmacross town in line with the Carrickmacross Public Realm Plan 2018. Therefore, Proposed
Variation No. 6 is not considered to be directly connected with or necessary to the management of
European sites.

3.3.2 Elements of Proposed Variation No. 6 with Potential to Give Rise to Effects

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified
sources for various likely significant effects on European Sites and through the production of a Natura
Impact Report, and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate
protection and management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply.
Elements of the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 that were identified as having the
potential to affect European Sites include:

o Policies and objectives from the Plan (including provisions relating to residential,
settlement/neighbourhood centre, retail, employment, community and education, open space,
public utility, tourism, mixed and strategic land bank uses sectors such as: transport,
urbanisation, streetscape works, community facilities, utilities, natural resource, tourism and
recreation development) that introduce sources for effects through construction phase such as
habitat destruction, light pollution, hydrological interactions and disturbance effects; and

« Pressures from the operational phase of developments — these sources could result in habitat
loss, disturbance effects, interactions with water quality and/habitat fragmentation.

Proposed Variation No. 6 would change the land use zoning for the subject lands in Carrickmacross
from Existing Residential to Town Centre Use. This is in order to, inter alia, facilitate the sustainable
development and expansion of the town centre and enhance the vitality and viability of the town centre
provision.

The Stage 2 AA undertaken for the 2019 County Development Plan accounts for the existing land use
of the proposed area as “Existing Residential”. “Existing Residential” aims to “protect and enhance
existing residential amenities”, with a range of uses possible.

The potential effects from the proposed change in land use for a small area within this town centre
location of Carrickmacross will not change to any degree as to introduce a new source for any likely
significant effect on any European site as a result of Proposed Variation No. 6.

Taking into account all of the above, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any
European site that would be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 6 that has not already been
considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the County Development Plan (the findings of which are
provided in a Natura Impact Report that accompanies the County Development Plan).

3.3.3 Screening of Sites

Table 3.1 examines whether there is potential for likely significant effects on European sites considering
information provided above, including Appendix I. European sites are screened based on one or a
combination of the following criteria:

e The existence of potential for pathways for likely significant effects, such as hydrological links between Proposed
Variation No. 6 proposals and the site to be screened;
. The distance of the relevant site from Proposed Variation No. 6 boundary; and

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 9



Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

»  The existence of a link between identified threats or vulnerabilities at a site to potential impacts that may arise from
Proposed Variation No. 6.

As outlined in the European Commission Environment DG document "dssessment of plans and projects
significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and
(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/FEC" outlines the types of effects that may affect European Sites.

These include effects from the following activities:

Land take

Resource Requirements (Drinking Water Abstraction Etc.)
Emissions (Disposal to Land, Water or Air)

Excavation Reguirements

Transportation Requirements

Duration of Construction, Operation, Decommissioning

In addition, the guidance document outlines the following likely changes that may occur at a designated
site, which may result in effects on the integrity and function of that site:

Loss/reduction of habitat area;

Habitat or species fragmentation;

Disturbance to key species;

Reduction in species density;

Changes in key indicators of conservation value (water quality etc.); and
Climate change.

* o o » o

Assessment of potential impacts on European Sites is conducted utilising a standard source-pathway
model (see approach referred to under Section 1 and Section 3). Proposed Variation No. 6 is considered
in Table 3.1 with reference to the QIs/SCIs of all of the European sites identified.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 10
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Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025

3.4 Other Plans and Programmes

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires an assessment of a plan or project to consider other plans
or programmes that might, in combination with the plan or project, have the potential to adversely
impact upon European sites. There are no provisions in Proposed Variation No. 6 that introduce any
additional source for a likely significant effect on any European site that was not already considered by
the existing Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 and associated AA processes (refer also
to the detail provided under Section 3.3). Therefore, there is no likely significant in combination effect
identified that would result from the implementation of Proposed Variation No. 6.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 15



Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation Mo. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025
Section 4 Screening for AA Concluding Advice

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025, as varied, provides for sustainable development
and proper planning within the administrative area of Monaghan County Council. Proposed Variation
No. 6 would change the land use zoning for the subject lands in Carrickmacross from Existing
Residential to Town Centre Use.

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified
sources for likely significant effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into
the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower
tier plans/projects must comply.

Following the source-pathway-receptor model, the relevant attributes of European sites were
assessed. There is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 6 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA
undertaken for the County Development Plan (the findings of which are provided in a Natura Impact
Report that accompanies the Plan). As there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on
any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 6, there is no likely significant
in combination effect that would result from the implementation of Proposed Variation No. 6.

Therefore, it is concluded in this Screening for AA to inform the competent authority carrying out the
AA Screening, that Proposed Variation No. 6 is not foreseen to have any likelihood for any significant
effects on any European sites, alone or in combination with other plans or projects — and therefore any
potential for a significant effect to any European site as a result of implementing Proposed Variation
No. 6 can be ruled out.

This evaluation is made in view of the conservation objectives of the habitats or species for which these

sites have been designated. Consequently, Stage Two AA (including the preparation of a Natura Impact
Report) is not required.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 16
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Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Section 1 Introduction and Background

1.1 Introduction and Legislative Requirements

This is the Screening for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report for Proposed Variation No.
6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied).

SEA is the formal, systematic evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of
implementing a plan or programme, or variation to a plan or programme, before a decision is made
to adopt it. The SEA Directive! requires, inter alia, that SEA is undertaken for certain plans and
programmes. Screening is the process for determining whether a particular plan - or variation to a
plan -, other than those for which SEA is mandatory, would be likely to have significant environmental
effects, and would thus warrant SEA.

Under Article 7 (13K) of the Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 436 of
2004) as amended by the Planning and Development (SEA) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No.
201 of 2011), Monaghan County Council is required to determine whether any Proposed Variation
needs to be subject to SEA.

The purpose of this report is to inform whether or not to undertake SEA on Proposed Variation No. 6.
This report should be read in conjunction with the documents cited within, including the Proposed
Variation and the Screening for AA Report.

1.2 Proposed Variation No. 6

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) provides for sustainable
development and proper planning within the administrative area of Monaghan County Council. The
Plan has already been varied?.

Proposed Variation No. 6 would change the land use zoning for the subject lands in Carrickmacross
(see Figure 1) from Existing Residential to Town Centre Use. This is in order to, inter alia, facilitate
the sustainable development and expansion of the town centre and enhance the vitality and viability
of the town centre provision. For further detail, the Proposed Variation documentation should be
referred to.

1 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 27 June 2001, on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain
plans and Programmes on the Environment

2 variation No 1 (made October 2019): To protect the selected route of the N2 Upgrade Scheme.

variation No 2 (made September 2020): To make reference to and align the plan with the provisions of the National Planning Framework (NPF)
and the Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (NWRA RSES).

Variation No 3 (made April 2022): To provide a new objective MPO15 to ensure that all new development proposals within the Dublin Street
North Regeneration Area have regard to the Regeneration Strategy and development objectives of the Dublin Street North Regeneration Plan
(and associated minor amendments to the text of the plan).

Variation No 4 (made April 2022): To provide for a new objective MPO16 to ensure that all new development proposals within the Rooskey Lands
Masterplan Area have regard to the Master Plan Strategy and objectives of the Rooskey Lands Masterplan (and associated minor amendments to
the text of the plan).

Variation No 5 (made November 2023): To provide for the change of zoning/dezoning of certain lands (22 sites) in the settlements of Monaghan,
Carrickmacross, Castleblayney, Clones, Scotstown and Ballinode. The zoning changes result in revised settlement boundaries in six settlements.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 1
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Figure 1 Location Map, highlighting lands subject to Proposed Variation No. 6
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1.3 Consultations

Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

As part of the screening process, environmental authorities3 were notified that a submission or
observation in relation to whether or not implementation of Proposed Variation No. 6 would be likely
to have significant effects on the environment may be made to the Council. One submission was

received from the Environmental

Protection Agency and the detailed

information and

recommendations from this submission are presented and responded to on Table 1.1 below.
Acknowledgements were also received from both the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage and Meath County Council.

Table 1.1 Issues Raised in Submission and Responses

Our Good Practice Guidance for Strateqic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening
(EPA, 2021) provides specific stand-alone guidance to assist plan or programme makers
and SEA practitioners. It focuses primarily on plans/programmes in the non-land use
sector in Ireland and includes an elaboration of the steps needed for screening, the
legislative landscape underpinning SEA screening, and step-by-step process and
templates to assist in preparing the required documentation.

Strategic Environmental Assessment: Guidelines for Planning Authorities

The Strategic Fnvironmental Assessment: Guidelines for Regipnal _Assemblies and
Planning Authorities (DHLGH, 2022) provides advice on carrying out SEA in the land-use
planning sector for those plans listed in S.I. No.436 of 2004, as amended. These plans
comprise regional, county and local plans, including Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategies, County or City Development Plans, variations of Development Plans, Local
Area Plans and Planning Schemes for Strategic Development Zones. The Guidelines
replace previous guidance for Regional Authorities and Planning Authorities published in
2004.

Ref. | Submission Text/Summary of Issues Raised SEA Response
1, Environmental Protection Agency
1A We acknowledge your notice, dated 169 April 2024, in relation to the Proposed | Noted.
Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 and associated
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening. The SEA Screening process has and will
The EPA is one of the statutory environmental authorities under the SEA Regulations. In continue to take the guidance document
our role as an SEA environmental authority, we focus on promoting the full and | 'SEA of Local Authority Land Use Plans —
transparent integration of the findings of the Environmental Assessment into plans and | EPA Recommendations and Resources’
programmes® and advocating that the key environmenta! challenges for Ireland are | into account.
addressed as relevant and appropriate to the plan or programme. Our functions as an
SEA environmental authority do not include approving or enforcing SEAs or plans or
programmes.
As a priority, we focus our efforts on reviewing and commenting on key sector plans,
For land use plans at county and local level, we provide a 'self-service approach’ via our
guidance document SFA of Local Authorily Land Use Plans —~ FPA Recommendations
and Resources. This document is updated regularly and sets out our key
recommendations for integrating environmental considerations into Local Authority land
use plans. In finalising your SEA screening determination, we suggest that you take this
guidance document into account and incorporate the relevant recommendations as
relevant and appropriate to the plan or programme.
1B SEA Determination Noted. Following completion of this
If a proposed SEA determination hasn't been made regarding the plan or programme, | report, Monaghan County Council will
you should determine whether implementing the plan or programme would be likely to | make a determination as to whether
have significant effects on the environment. implementing the Proposed Variation
The SEA Regulations, Schedule 2A (S.I. No. 436 of 2004, as amended) or Schedule 1 | would be likely to have significant effects
(S.I. No. 435 of 2004, as amended), as appropriate, set out the *Criteria for determining | on the environment. Following the making
whether a Plan is likely to have significant effects on the environment’to use to of the determination, a copy of the
determine whether the plan or programme would be likely to have significant effects on | decision, including, the reasons for not
the environment. requiring an environmental assessment,
Guidance on the SEA process, including an SEA pack and checklist, is available on our will be made available for public
website at: https://www.epa.iefour-services/monjtoring-- inspection in the Council’s offices and on
assessmengzassessment[strategic-environmental~assessmenusea-resources-and~ the Council's website. A copy of the
quidance-/. determination will also be sent to the
We recommend that you take the avallable guidance into account in making your SEA environmental authorities consulted.
Screening Determination and incorporate the relevant recommendations as relevant
and appropriate to the plan or programme. The criteria set out under Annex II of the
SEA Directive [Schedule 1 of the
European Communities (Environmental
Assessment of Certain  Plans and
Programmes) Regulations 2004, as
amended] have been and will be taken
into account throughout the SEA
Screening process.
iC EPA SEA Screening Guidance The Ministerial SEA Guidelines and the

EPA’s Guidance on the SEA process have
been and will be taken into account
throughout the SEA Screening process.

3 The following environmental authorities were notified: Environmental Protection Agency; Department of Environment, Climate and
Communications; Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage; Cavan County
Council; Meath County Council; and Louth County Council.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council
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Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation Mo. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Ref,

Submission Text/Summary of Issues Raised

SEA Response

ip

Sustainable Development

In proposing and in implementing the plan or programme, you should ensure that the
plan or programme is consistent with the need for proper planning and sustainable
development. Adequate and appropriate critical service infrastructure should be in
place, or required to be put in place, to service any development proposed and
authorised during the lifetime of the plan or programme.

In considering the plan or programme, you should take into account the need to align
with national commitments on climate change mitigation and adaptation, as well as
incorporating any relevant recommendations in sectoral, regional and local climate
adaptation plans.

You should also ensure that the plan or programme aligns with any key relevant higher-
level plans and programmes and is consistent with the relevant objectives and policy
commitments of the National Planning Framework and the relevant Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy.

Monaghan County Council will ensure that
the Plan as varied and its implementation
is consistent with the need for proper
planning and sustainable development,
Adequate and appropriate critical service
infrastructure will be in place, or required
to be put in place, to service any
development proposed and authorised
during the lifetime of the Plan as varied.

In considering the Proposed Variation,
Monaghan County Council has taken into
account the need to align with national,
sectoral, regional and local commitments
on climate change mitigation and
adaptation,

Monaghan County Council will ensure that
implementation of the Plan as varied
aligns with and is consistent with higher-
level plans and programmes, including
the National Planning Framework and the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.

1D

State of the Environment Report — Ireland’s Environment 2020

In preparing the plan or programme and associated SEA screening, the
recommendations, key issues and challenges described in our published State of the
Environment Report Ireland’s Environment — An Integrated Assessment 2020 (EPA,
2020) should be considered, as relevant and appropriate to the plan or programme.

The Proposed Variation preparation and
assoclated SEA Screening process has and
will continue to take the State of the
Environment Report Ireland’s
Environment — An Integrated Assessment
2020 (EPA, 2020) into account,

1E

Available Guidance & Resources

Our website contains various SEA resources and guidance, including:

- SEA process guidance and checklists

- SEA Spatial Information Sources Inventory

— Topic specific SEA guidance (including Good practice note on Cumulative Effects
Assessment (EPA, 2020), Guidance on SEA Statements and Monitoring (EPA, 2020),
Integrating climatic factors into SEA (EPA, 2019), Developing and Assessing Alternatives
in SEA (EPA, 2015), and Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment (EPA, 2012))

You can access these guidance notes and other resources at: https://www.epa.ie/our-

serviceszmonitoring~~assessmengassessmen;[strategicenvironmental-assessment[sea~
topic-and-sector-specific-guidance-/
EPA SEA WebGIS Tool

Our SEA WebGIS Tool has been updated recently and is now publicly available at
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/SEA. 1t allows public authorities to produce an indicative
report on key aspects of the environment in a specific geographic area It is intended to
assist public authorities in SEA screening and scoping exercises.

Catchments.ie

Our hitps://www.catchments.ie/maps/ website provides a single point of access to
water quality and catchment data from the National WFD monitoring programme.

EPA AA GeoTool

Our AA GeoTool application has been developed in partnership with the National Parks
and Wildiife Service. It allows users to a select a location, specify a search area and
gather available information for each European Site within the area. It is available at:
https://qgis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool.

1F

Noted. These tools, applications, guidance
and resources have and will be taken into
account through the SEA Screening
process.

Future amendments to the plan or programme

Where changes to the plan or programme are made prior to finalisation, or where
modifications to the plan or programme are proposed following its adoption, these
should be screened for potential for likely significant effects in accordance with the
criteria set out in Schedule 2A (S.L No. 436 of 2004, as amended) or Schedule 1 (S.I.
No. 435 of 2004, as amended) of the SEA Regulations, as appropriate.

Where changes to the Proposed Variation
are made prior to finalisation these will be
screened for potential for likely significant
effects in accordance with the criteria set
out in Annex II of the SEA Directive
[Schedule 1 of the European Communities
(Environmental Assessment of Certain
Plans and Programmes) Regulations
2004, as amended].

1G

Appropriate Assessment

You should ensure that the plan or programme complies with the requirements of the
Habitats Directive where relevant. Where an Appropriate Assessment is required, the
key findings and recommendations should be incorporated into the SEA and the plan or
programme.

The findings of the Screening for AA
process have been taken into account by
the SEA and Proposed Variation
preparation process ~ refer to Section 2.2,

1H

Environmental Authorities

Under the SEA Regulations, prior to making your SEA determination you should consult
with:

* Environmental Protection Agency;

« Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage,

* Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications; and,

* Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

For land use plans covered under S.I. No. 436 of 2004, as amended, you should also
consult with:

* any adjoining planning authority whose area is contiguous to the area of a planning
authority which prepared a draft plan, proposed variation or local area pian.

The relevant environmental authorities
have been consulted through the SEA
Screening process.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council




Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Ref. Submission Text/Summary of Issues Raised

SEA Response

11 SEA Determination

As soon as practicable after making your determination as to whether SEA is required
or not, you should make a copy of your decision, including, if appropriate, the reasons
for not requiring an environmental assessment, available for public inspection in your
offices and on your website. You should also send a copy of your determination to the
relevant environmental authorities consulted.

Noted, Following completion of this
report, Monaghan County Councl wil
make a determination as to whether
implementing the Proposed Variation
would be likely to have significant effects
on the environment. Following the making
of the determination, a copy of the
decision, including, the reasons for not
requiring an environmental assessment,
will be made available for public
inspection in the Council's offices and on
the Council's website. A copy of the
determination will also be sent to the
environmental authorities consulted.

1] If you have any queries or need further information in relation to this submission,
please contact me directly. I would be grateful if you could send an email confirming

receipt of this submission to: sea@epa.ie.

Noted.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council




Sereening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Section 2 SEA Screening

2.1 Introduction

The section examines whether Proposed Variation No. 6 would be likely to have significant
environmental effects (and thus would warrant the undertaking of SEA).

This examination takes account of relevant criteria set out in Schedule 2A 'CGriteria for determining
whether a plan Is likely to have significant effects on the environment’ of the Planning and
Development (SEA) Regulations, as amended (see Section 2.5).

2.2 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

Appropriate Assessment (AA) is an impact assessment process concerning Natura 2000, or European,
sites - these sites have been designated or proposed for designation by virtue of their ecological
importance. The Habitats Directive* and the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
provide the requirement to screen for likely significant effects on European sites. If the effects are
deemed to be significant, potentially significant or uncertain then Stage 2 AA must be undertaken.

The Proposed Variation is being subject to a screening for AA process in order to establish whether or
not AA must be undertaken. The accompanying Screening for AA Report identifies that Proposed
Variation No. 6 is not foreseen to have any likelihood for significant effects on any European sites,
alone or in combination with other plans or projects — and therefore any potential for a significant
effect to any European site as a result of implementing Proposed Variation No. 6 can be ruled out.

2.3 Requirement for Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 has been subject to Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment, ensuring the integration of flood risk management considerations as required by the
Flood Risk Management Ministerial Guidelines, into the Plan. Taking into account this, as well as the
low levels of fluvial flood risk at the site and the nature of the change provided for by the Variation,
full SFRA was not considered relevant for the Variation.

2.4 SEA Screening Analysis

The analysis of the Proposed Variation is undertaken with reference to the main interactions with
Strategic Environmental Objectives® (SEOs). SEOs are taken from the Monaghan County Development
Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) SEA and are detailed in full at Table 2.1. The range of interactions
identified with symbols are detailed on Table 2.2.

Using the SEO codes (Table 2.1) and interaction symbols (Table 2.2), Table 2.3 examines whether
each relevant part of the Proposed Variation would be likely to have significant environmental effects
(and thus would warrant the undertaking of SEA).

Table 2.3 is supplemented by Table 2.4 which provides details on, with respect to Proposed Variation
No. 6 in combination with the wider planning framework (including the existing Monaghan County
Development Plan 2019-2025, as varied):

* Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora

® Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are methodological measures developed from policies which generally govern environmental
protection objectives established at international, Community or Member State level and are used as standards against which the provisions of
the Proposed Variation can be considered in order to help identify whether any provisions would be likely to result in significant environmental
effects.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 6



Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Significant positive effects, likely to occur;

Potentially significant adverse effects, if unmitigated;

Likely residual non-significant adverse effects; and

A selection of mitigation measure(s) from the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-
2025 (as varied).

Effects encompass the full range of effectst, including those arising cumulatively - such as those
potentially arising as a result of interactions with other plans and programmes.

The examination of the Plan also takes into account relevant criteria set out under Annex II of the
SEA Directive 'Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects refarred to in Article 3(5)"(see
Section 2.5).

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) sits within a hierarchy of strategic
actions such as plans and programmes and is subject to a number of high-level environmental
protection policies and objectives with which it must comply (including those detailed in Appendix D.
The Development Plan as varied will be implemented within areas that have existing plans and
programmes for a range of sectors at a range of levels (e.g. National, River Basin District, Regional,
County and Local) that are already subject to more specific higher and lower tier SEA and AA. The
County Development Plan as varied will be consistent with such plans, programmes and legislation
and may, in turn, guide lower level strategic actions. In this regard, Appendix I includes statutory
provisions, plans, policies and strategies that set the context within which the County Development
Plan, as varied, and associated Proposed Variation No. 6 are framed.

5 These include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary, positive and negative effects

CAAS for Monaghan County Council 7



screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation Mo. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Table 2.1 Strategic Environmental Objectives

Environmental SEO | Strategic Environmental Objectives
Component Code
Biodiversity, BFF * To preserve, protect, maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the terrestrial, aquatic and soil
Flora and biodiversity, particuiarly EU designated sites and protected species
Fauna « Ensure no adverse effects on the integrity of any European site, with regard to its qualifying
interests, associated conservation status, structure and function
« Safeguard national, regional and local designated sites and supporting features which function as
stepping stones for migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species
« Enhance biodiversity in line with the National Biodiversity Strategy and its targets
* To protect, maintain and conserve the County’s natural capital
Population and | PHH « Promote economic growth to encourage retention of working age population and funding of
Human Health sustainable development and environmental protection and management
e Ensure that existing population and planned growth is matched with the required public
infrastructure and the required services
» Safeguard the County’s citizens from environment-related pressures and risks to health and well-
being
Soil (and Land) | S * Protect soils against pollution, and prevent degradation of the soil resource
+ Promote the sustainable use of infill and brownfield sites over the use of greenfield within the
County
» Safeguard areas of prime agricultural land and designated geological sites
Water w e Ensure that the status of water bodies is protected, maintained and improved in line with the
requirements of the Water Framework Directive
+ Ensure water resources are sustainably managed to deliver proposed regional and County growth
targets in the context of existing and projected water supply and wastewater capacity constraints
ensuring the protection of receiving environments
« Avoid inappropriate zoning and development in areas at risk of flooding and areas that are
vulnerable to current and future erosion
» Integrate sustainable water management solutions (such as SuDS, porous surfacing and green
roofs) into development proposals
Material Assets | MA « Optimise existing infrastructure and provide new infrastructure to match population distribution
proposals in the County
* Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all which encourages a
broad energy generation mix to ensure security of supply — wind, solar, hydro, biomass, energy
from waste and traditional fossil fuels
« Promote the circular economy, reduce waste, and increase energy efficiencies
* Ensure there is adequate sewerage and drainage infrastructure in place to support new
development
+ Reduce the energy demand from the transport sector and support moves to electrification of road
and rail transport modes
¢ Encourage the transition to a zero-carbon economy by facilitating the development of a grid
infrastructure to support renewables and international connectivity. Reduce the average energy
consumption per capita including promoting energy efficient buildings, retrofitting, smart- buildings,
cities and grids
Air A « To avoid, prevent or reduce harmful effects on human health and the environment as a whole
resulting from emissions to air from all sectors with particular reference to emissions from
transport, residential heating, industry and agriculture
* Maintain and promote continuing improvement in air quality through the reduction of emissions and
promotion of renewable energy and energy efficiency
« Promote continuing improvement in air quality
* Reduction of emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds, ammonia
and fine particulate matter which are responsible for acidification, eutrophication and ground-level
ozone poliution
* Meet Air Quality Directive standards for the protection of human health — Air Quality Directive
«_Significantly decrease noise pollution by 2020 and move closer to WHO recommended levels
Climatic C « To minimise emissions of greenhouse gasses
Factors « Integrate sustainable design solutions into the County’s infrastructure (e.g. energy efficient
buildings; green infrastructure)
» Contribute towards the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in line with national targets
« Promote development resilient to the effects of climate change
« Promote the use of renewable energy, energy efficient development and increased use of public
transport
Cultural CH » Protect places, features, buildings and landscapes of cultural, archaeological or architectural
Heritage heritage
Landscape L « To implement the Plan’s framework for identification, assessment, protection, management and

planning of landscapes having regard to the European Landscape Convention

CAAS for Monaghan County Council




Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

Table 2.2 Main Interactions and associated Symbols

Symbol | Main Interactions Identified

+ Potential beneficial environmental effects are present already and would be further contributed towards.

- Potentially adverse environmental effects are present already, would be further contributed towards and would be mitigated so as
not to result in significant residual effects?.

+/- Potential environmental effects either: are beneficial, present already and would be further contributed towards; or are potentially
adverse, present already, would be further contributed towards and would be mitigated so as not to be significant®.

0 No significant interaction.

* Please also refer to Section 2.2,

# Please also refer to Section 2.3.

Table 2.3 SEA Screening Analysis of the Proposed Variation

SEO Codes (see Table 2.2) for Main Interactions

BFF

PHH | S w MA A C CH L Additional SEA Screening Comments

¥

-+ -1+ DEZ BN ETES -/+ -+ [+ -+ The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as
varied) provides for sustainable development and proper
planning within the administrative area of Monaghan County
Council.

Proposed Variation No. 6 would change the land use zoning
for the subject lands in Carrickmacross (see Figure 1) from
Existing Residential to Town Centre Use. This is in order to,
inter alia, facilitate the sustainable development and
expansion of the town centre and enhance the vitality and
viability of the town centre provision. For further detail, the
Proposed Variation documentation should be referred to.

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as
varied) has been subject to SEA, which identified various
environmental effects arising from implementation.
Proposed Variation No. 6 would contribute towards the
proper planning and sustainable development of the County
and consequential environmental effects that have been
identified by the SEA for the existing Plan. Taking into
account the measures that have already been integrated
into the Plan and relevant alterations that provide for and
contribute towards environmental protection, environmental
management and sustainable development, any potential
effects arising from Proposed Variation No. 6, would either:
be present already (beneficial) and would be further
contributed towards, but not to a significant extent; and/or
would be mitigated so as not to be significant (adverse).
Table 2.4 should be referred to in this regard.

Furthermore, the accompanying Screening for AA report
identifies that Proposed Variation No. 6 is not foreseen to
have any likelihood for significant effects on any European
sites, alone or in combination with other plans or projects ~
and therefore any potential for a significant effect to any
European site as a result of implementing Proposed
Variation No. 6 can be ruled out.

Taking into account all of the above, Proposed Variation No.
6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental
effects. Consequently, it is advised that SEA is not required.

7 Including by the measures identified on Table 2.4.
8 Including by the measures identified on Table 2.4.

CAAS for Monaghan County Council
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Screening for SEA Report for Proposed Variation No. & to the Monaghan CDP 2019-2025 (as varied)

2.5 Schedule 2A

PART 1

1. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the degree to which the
plan sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location,
nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resotuirces

Proposed Variation No. 6 would change the land use zoning for the subject lands in
Carrickmacross (see Figure 1) from Existing Residential to Town Centre Use. This is in order to,
inter alia, facilitate the sustainable development and expansion of the town centre and enhance
the vitality and viability of the town centre provision. For further detail, the Proposed Variation
documentation should be referred to.

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) has been subject to SEA, which
identified various environmental effects arising from implementation. Proposed Variation No. 6
would contribute towards the proper planning and sustainable development of the County and
consequential environmental effects that have been identified by the SEA for the existing Plan.
Taking into account the measures that have already been integrated into the Plan and relevant
alterations that provide for and contribute towards environmental protection, environmental
management and sustainable development, any potential effects arising from Proposed Variation
No. 6, would either: be present already (beneficial) and would be further contributed towards,
but not to a significant extent; and/or would be mitigated so as not to be significant (adverse).
Table 2.4 should be referred to in this regard.

Furthermore, the accompanying Screening for AA report identifies that Proposed Variation No. 6
is not foreseen to have any likelihood for significant effects on any European sites, alone or in
combination with other plans or projects — and therefore any potential for a significant effect to
any European site as a result of implementing Proposed Variation No. 6 can be ruled out.

Taking the above into account, arising from the degree to which Proposed Variation No. 6 to the
Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025, as varied, sets a framework for projects and
other activities, the Proposed Variation would not be likely to result in significant environmental
effects.

2. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the degree to which the
plan influences other plans, including those in a hierarchy

The Variation is proposed to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied). The
County Development Plan is influenced by higher-level legislation, plans and programmes and
influences lower-tier plans. Any future development under the County Development Plan, as
varied, would have to comply with the various provisions of the existing Plan that relate to
sustainable development and the protection and management of the environment — see Table
2.4.

Taking the above and the other SEA commentary provided under Section 2.4 into account,
arising from the degree to which Proposed Variation No. 6 and the Monaghan County
Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied), influence other plans, the Proposed Variation would
not be likely to result in significant environmental effects.

3. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the relevance of the plan
for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting
sustainable development

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) to which the Proposed Variation
relates has undergone SEA. This process integrated environmental considerations into the
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existing Plan and found that the Plan contributes to environmental protection and management:
and sustainable development,

Taking the above and the other SEA commentary provided under Section 2.4 into account,
arising from the relevance of Proposed Variation No. 6 and the Monaghan County Development
Plan 2019-2025 (as varied), for the integration of environmental considerations, in particular with
a view to promoting sustainable development, the Proposed Variation would not be likely to
result in significant environmental effects.

4. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: environmental problems
relevant to the plan or programme

Environmental problems arise where there is a conflict between current environmental conditions
and legislative targets.

Through its provisions relating to environmental protection and management, the Monaghan
County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied), to which the Proposed Variation relates,
contributes towards ensuring that environmental conditions do not get worse and, where
possible, it contributes towards its amelioration.

Taking the above and the other SEA commentary provided under Section 2.4 into account,
arising from environmental problems relevant to Proposed Variation No. 6 and associated
Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) the Proposed Variation would not be
likely to result in significant environmental effects.

5. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to:the relevance of the plan or
programme, or modification to a plan or programme, for the implementation of European
Union legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste
management or water protection)

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) to which Proposed Variation No.
6 relates includes various provisions that would contribute towards the implementation of
European legislation on the environment. Some of these provisions are identified within Table
2.4. The Proposed Variation does not add to or amend these provisions and would not affect
compliance with this legislation.

Taking the above and the other SEA commentary provided under Section 2.4 into account,
arising from relevance of Proposed Variation No. 6 and associated Monaghan County
Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) for the implementation of European Union legislation on
the environment, the Proposed Variation would not be likely to result in significant environmental
effects.
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PART 2

1. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see
responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of Proposed Variation provided
under Section 2.4).

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the cumulative nature of the effects

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see
responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts of the Plan
provided under Section 2.4).

3. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the transboundary nature of the effects

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see
responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts of the Plan
provided under Section 2.4).

4. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents)

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see
responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts of the Plan
provided under Section 2.4).

5. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of
the population likely to be affected)

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see

responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts of the Plan
provided under Section 2.4).

6. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:
a) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage;
Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects

(see responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts
of the Plan provided under Section 2.4).
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b) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, and;

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects
(see responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts
of the Plan provided under Section 2.4).

c) intensive land-use.

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects
(see responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts
of the Plan provided under Section 2.4).

7. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, European
Union or international protection status

Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see

responses under Schedule 2A Part 1 above and the examination of the various parts of the Plan
provided under Section 2.4).
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Section 3 Screening for SEA Concluding Advice

Screening is the process for deciding whether a particular plan - or variation to a plan -, other than those
for which SEA is mandatory, would be likely to have significant environmental effects, and would thus
warrant SEA. The purpose of this report is to provide the findings of the evaluation of the requirement for
SEA to be undertaken on Proposed Variation No. 6 to the Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-
2025 (as varied).

The Proposed Variation has been examined, including against relevant criteria set out in Schedule 2A
"Criteria for determining whether a plan is likely to have significant effects on the environment’of the
Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 436 of 2004), as amended by the Planning
and Development (SEA) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 201 of 2011). This SEA Screening
Report provides the findings of this examination.

The Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025 (as varied) has been subject to SEA, which
identified various environmental effects arising from implementation. Proposed Variation No. 6 would
contribute towards the proper planning and sustainable development of the County and consequential
environmental effects that have been identified by the SEA for the existing Plan. Taking into account the
measures that have already been integrated into the Plan and relevant alterations that provide for and
contribute towards environmental protection, environmental management and sustainable development,
any potential effects arising from Proposed Variation No. 6, would either: be present already (beneficial)
and would be further contributed towards, but not to a significant extent; and/or would be mitigated so
as not to be significant (adverse).

Furthermore, the accompanying Screening for AA report identifies that Proposed Variation No. 6 is not
foreseen to have any likelihood for significant effects on any European sites, alone or in combination with
other plans or projects — and therefore any potential for a significant effect to any European site as a
result of implementing Proposed Variation No. 6 can be ruled out.

Taking into account all of the above, Proposed Variation No. 6 would not be likely to result in significant
environmental effects. Consequently, it is advised that SEA is not required.

This report will be referred to Monaghan County Council to inform the making of a Screening for SEA
determination.
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