
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival & Events Funding Policy 2025 

  



 

 

Introduction:  

Monaghan County Council’s mission from the Corporate Plan and the objective of this policy 

is to provide high quality, sustainable public services to enhance the economic, 

environmental and cultural wellbeing of our people and county.’  

Monaghan County Council has been operating a number of grant schemes which has 

benefited the citizens of county Monaghan for many years. As the county has developed 

and adapting to the many changes in our society, the grants schemes need to evolve and 

adapt accordingly to these needs. It is Monaghan County Council’s mission to listen to our 

community and to continue supporting it through our grant’s schemes into the future.  

This policy has been prepared by senior staff from across the local authority for 

consideration by the Tourism, Rural and Comm Dev; An Ghaeilge & Cultural Services SPC 

with the purpose to ensure a strategic approach and that the limited financial resources 

available are used to the maximum benefit of the community at large. The overall purpose 

of this funding is to provide support for festivals and events to help them grow, develop and 

diversify in a sustainable manner and to help achieve the Council’s objectives.  

 

Purpose of the Policy: 

This policy has been prepared in order to provide a clear, simple and concise reference 

document for annual grant schemes administered by Monaghan County Council, specifically 

focusing on Festivals and Events. All applications for grants submitted under the categories 

listed will be processed in accordance with this policy:  

• Ensure that the funding available is successfully used to develop, grow and diversify 

Monaghan’s festivals and events over the coming years and to help achieve the Council’s 

mission of Monaghan as a vibrant and sustainable place.  

• Ensure that Monaghan County Council achieves value for money in the festivals and 

events that it invests in and supports annually through the development of appropriate Key 

Performance Indicators (KPIs) in consultation with the community.  

• Encourage and support Festivals and Events to become more sustainable across all 

areas including energy, travel/transport, accessibility, materials & waste, food & beverage, 

water, nature, biodiversity and governance.  

• To achieve the distinct objectives under each of the categories of funding, by 

awarding funding to those events that most closely align with these objectives.  

• Provide clarity to all stakeholders on the application and adjudication process by 

clearly identifying what is eligible/ineligible, through the publication of this policy and 

provision of associated guidance.  

• To utilise Council funding to compliment and not duplicate (or replace) other local 

and national investments in the sector.  



 

 

• Create opportunities for new/emerging events by seeking to prioritise at least one 

new event/festival each year, subject to a suitable standard of application being received.  

• To ensure that there is no assumption of continued funding on the basis of previous 

year’s funding, with the exception of flagship/pillar festivals that will be guaranteed funding, 

upon receipt of relevant reports.  

 

Grant Schemes Covered by this Policy   
 
1. Arts Festivals & Events  

2. Community Led Festivals & Events  

3. Tourism Focused Festivals & Events  

 

Applicants are advised to consider the following in advance of application submission: 

• Select which of the funding streams best suits your festival/event as multiple 

applications will not be permitted.  

• Check that your application meets the minimum eligibility requirements thresholds 

under the funding stream.  

• Ensure that your application contains all the information required as failure to do so 

will affect your scores.  

 

Grant Application Process:  

These grant schemes will be publicised in the last quarter of the year, with a closing date of 

January. They will be publicised in local newspaper, council’s website and social media 

platforms and notification to groups registered with PPN and relevant databases.  

Applications must be submitted as per instructions, completed in full and accompanied by 

any supporting documentation required.  

Staff will be available to answer queries relating to each relevant scheme.  

 

Other Terms & Conditions:  

• Cross referencing will be conducted by council staff on all applications, due to limited 

budget availability and it is unlikely that a festival/event may receive funding under 

more than one scheme except in exceptional circumstances.   

• Application for a grant must be made on official application form.  

• Groups/organisations availing of a grant must be formally established and produce 

relevant documentation of such.  



 

 

• Due to the competitive nature of the schemes, there is no guarantee of funding for 

events which achieve the minimum eligibility criteria under the relevant scheme. 

Festival and Events funding is limited, and eligible applications will be evaluated on a 

competitive basis against the criteria outlined for each scheme.  

• Applications must be submitted prior to expenditure being incurred.  

• The budget available is allocated on annual basis, as such funding cannot be carried 

forward. All grants approved by Monaghan County Council listed in this policy must 

therefore be claimed within specified period as per grant conditions. Failure to do so 

will make future applications ineligible.  

• All applicants should read MCC’s privacy statements for each grant scheme.  

• Random checks will be carried out to ensure that activities/projects which have been 

grant-aided have been delivered in accordance with the details provided in the grant 

application.  

• The contact person and address listed on the application will be used for all 

correspondence regarding the grant scheme. 

• Festivals/events are required to include evidence of how they will ensure 

sustainability in areas such as energy, travel/transport, accessibility, materials & 

waste, food & beverage, water, nature, biodiversity and governance.  

 

General eligibility criteria for all categories of funding:  

➢ Activities and projects must benefit the local community and be promoted by 

Monaghan based organisations.  

➢ Applications will not be accepted from statutory bodies.  

➢ Community Festivals should have a committee of at least three members: the 

chairperson, the secretary and the treasurer in place.  

➢ Have an insurance cover to the value of €6.5m for festival activities. A letter from the 

insurance company indemnifying Monaghan County Council from any claim should 

accompany this.  

➢ Have a valid Tax Clearance Certificate. 

➢ Community groups must be affiliated to Monaghan Public Participation Network 

(PPN) 

➢ Applicant must have no outstanding liabilities to Monaghan County Council  

➢ If proposed activity/project includes children or young people under 18, each group 

must have in place a child protection policy including a vetting procedure.  

 

Projects or Activities Which do not qualify for grant assistance:  

The following are examples that will not qualify for grant aid: 

• Activities not located within County Monaghan.  

• Projects which are clearly the remit of another agency.  

• Ongoing running costs such as communications, energy costs, affiliation fees 



 

 

• Sports clubs/competitive events  

• Charity and fund-raising events  

• No capital purchase or costs will be covered.  

Grants Assessment Process 

• Applications will be evaluated by panels setup under each scheme.  

• Applications will be assessed no later than the end of March each year.  

• Final approval to all grants is given by all elected members of Monaghan County 

Council.  

Responsibility of Applicants  

• Read and understand this policy and application forms.  

• Complete the application form fully, include all required documents and verify 

application as required.  

• Acknowledge the award of the grant from Monaghan County Council in any 

promotional material (including social media) associated with the project.  

• Include Monaghan County Council logo where possible.  

• Obtain all necessary permissions relating to personal data and retain them in 

accordance with data protection legislation.  

• Secure all necessary insurances.  

• Obtain permissions from all relevant authorities to carry out activities i.e. 

Gardai/Municipal Districts, Planning dept etc.  

• Ensure compliance with all relevant legislation and regulations.  

• On completion of projects, submit report (including photos) and evidence of 

expenditure.  

• Any grant aid unspent must be returned to Monaghan County Council.  

Responsibility of Monaghan County Council   

• To disseminate and communicate this policy to all relevant parties.  

• Ensure community engagement in the further development of this policy.  

• Ensure cross-checking of funding applications to avoid duplication and maximise 

resources. 

• Provide advice and assistance to applicants.  

• Produce list of all grantees on website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Definitions  

An event is defined as a celebration, activity, and exhibition or staged performance that is 

open to the general public for a limited time not necessarily free of charge.  

A festival is defined as a coming together of a collection of similar events that celebrate a 

single or general theme and are promoted as one within this theme and occur within a 

defined timeframe.  

Occasional Events happen on a one-off basis and meet the objectives of Monaghan County 

Council plans and strategies.  

Emerging Events are new or emerging events that show signs of future potential to develop 

and can demonstrate that they link in with the objectives of the Council. It is important that 

these events are supported as they will promote and encourage innovation and creativity 

and may have the potential to scale up over time to become premier events. Monaghan 

County Council will seek to prioritise at least one new festival/event each year.  

Arts Festivals  

Monaghan County Council aims to promote and support a diverse range of arts festivals 

throughout the county. Festivals should be of high artistic quality that are innovative and 

have a strong emphasis on public engagement, delivering quality arts experiences for 

audiences, to contribute to the development of artform practices, to creatively and 

imaginatively engage audiences, and to increase opportunities for public engagement. As 

the local authority works in partnership with the Arts Council, it has aligned this policy 

closely with their national Festivals framework. 

Tourism Festivals/Events 

Scheme 1: Delivery of small tourism focused festivals and events under the Monaghan 

County Council Tourism Festival Funding Programme. The key objective of this fund is to 

provide support to local and community event organisers and activities/projects which will 

drive visitors to county Monaghan.   

Scheme 2: Delivery of larger scale regional focused festivals and events under the Fáilte 

Ireland Regional Festivals & Participative Events Funding Scheme. This scheme aims to 

support festivals and participative events that will drive domestic tourism and help to 

improve the visitor experience by attracting and developing domestic and international 

visitors to the area, to increase bed-nights and benefit the local economy, and to raise 

awareness of the region internationally.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Policy Review Period 

This policy will be reviewed by each department managing funding on an annual basis and 

any significant changes will be approved by relevant SPC and CPG as required.  

 

Further information:  

Website: www.monaghan.ie  

Email: info@monaghancoco.ie  

Telephone: 047-30500 

 

Review Status: 

Consultation/Ratification Schedule  

Date Reviewed by   

28/05/2025 SPC   

16/09/2025 CPG  

06/09/2025 Council Meeting   

Review Status  

Date Reviewed by  Amendments  

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

http://www.monaghan.ie/
mailto:info@monaghancoco.ie

