Minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting for Climate Action and Environmental Services held in MTEK1 on the 19/05/2025 at 2.15 pm.
 
Present: Cllrs. R. Truell (Chair), N. Keelan, S. Flynn, P. Clerkin, R. Aughey, P. Monahan, P. McCreesh, N. Malone, M. Coyle, N. Skinnader, M. Smith, D. McEvoy, E. Brennan, L. Murtagh, A. Forde, N. McMeel, M. Clerkin, L. Cunnigham, A. Forde, K. McEntegart, A.E. Walsh, and J. Rosney.
The chairperson welcomed the members to the meeting.
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
The minutes were proposed and seconded.
 2. Presentation from Dr. Patricia McCreesh, Biodiversity Officer—Draft Monaghan County Council Biodiversity Plan Monaghan 2025–2030
Dr. McCreesh gave a comprehensive presentation to members on the draft Monaghan Biodiversity Action Plan 2025-2030—its themes, and its timeline. She advised that this will be a standalone plan for Co. Monaghan. Dr. McCreesh expresses the urgency to initiate this plan as soon as possible. She spoke about the actions, objectives, wetlands, and community involvement in this plan. She also discussed designated sites in Monaghan and how it is crucial to protect them. Dr. McCreesh stated that she is seeking an agreement from the members regarding the drafted plan. She advised that she would like everyone to support the plan to bring it to public consultation.  
Cllr. R. Truell thanked Dr. McCreesh for her presentation and invited questions from members.

Dr. McCreesh answered questions relating to the damaged woodlands and rural wetlands in the Monaghan area. Other queries referred to the loss of registered protected sites in the county. In addition, concerns were raised regarding the cutting of trees and hedges and linking with the farmers in the Monaghan area.
 

3.       Introduction of Andrew Egan Walsh—NPWS Conservation Ranger for Monaghan
Andrew Egan Walsh, the new NPWS Conservation Ranger, introduced himself to the members. He stated that his role is very broad and different each day. He spoke about crossover areas relating to biodiversity, environment, heritage, water, and everything that relates to nature and the wildlife within it. He said he will liaise with the national parks on a regular basis. He also discussed that he will be working with Dr. McCreesh regarding safeguarding the designated sites in the Monaghan area and conducting surveys. He also expressed his concerns about Sliabh Beagh and wished to improve the nesting in the area by next year. He spoke of the increase in deer in the Monaghan area and the attempt to tackle the issue and to work with the farmers regarding this issue.

Mr. Walsh answered questions regarding burning in Sliabh Beagh and how to improve this. He advised that he is working with Dr. McCreesh to create a fire plan by the end of the year, which will help to prevent this from occurring. In addition, he also answered questions relating to Storm Eowyn and nesting in Sliabh Beagh.

Going forward, he would be willing to attend these meetings in the future.  Cllrs. R. Truell (Chair) requested N. Malone to add Mr. Walsh to future meetings.

P. Monahan asked for a vote to put the Draft Monaghan County Council Biodiversity Plan into public consultation. The motion was proposed and seconded.
 4.       To receive an update presentation from the Climate Action Unit, “Quarter 2 Update”
M. Coyle, N. Skinnader, and M. Clerkin gave a detailed presentation to members on the progress of the Climate Action unit in Quarter 2. They gave an overview of progress to date and the key targets. M. Coyle stated good progress is being made in both areas, with over 70% of actions either completed or in progress. Members were informed that, on the 5th of March, a DZ Enterprise event was aimed at promoting sustainability in the private sector. The event was highly successful, and 60 local businesses attended it. M. Coyle spoke about the SEAI-Sustainable Energy Communities Programme. SEAI is a group of people in which everyone works together to develop a sustainable energy system for the benefit of the community. M. Coyle said this is achieved by aiming, as far as possible, to be energy efficient. Also using renewable energy where feasible and adopting smart energy solutions. Some examples of this happening in Monaghan include Knocktallaon Dev Company CLG SEC, Tydavnet Group Water Scheme, and Emyvale Tidy Town.

N. Skinnader spoke about the progress of the new MCC GoCar. He stated that over 15 staff have registered to use the service and have travelled 1548 km. He stated that it has estimated carbon savings of 200 kg of CO₂, compared to the average diesel vehicle.

 He also gave a presentation on the District Heating Study. He informed members that at the end of January, they had a significant interest in the tender, with nine tender submissions in total. Tender evaluation was conducted collaboratively with our colleagues in Cavan & Leitrim County Councils. AECOM was found to be the most economically advantageous tender. AECOM was appointed to complete the works. ECOM has been appointed as consultants, and the project commencement meeting was held last week. Following discussions with SEAI and DECC, the feasibility study costing €66,450 will be fully funded through the Pathfinder program with SEAI. There will be a detailed district heating feasibility study with three phases to provide a satisfactory evaluation.

 M. Clerkin presented on the Community Climate Action Fund. Members were informed that the groups received funding through the Community Climate Action Fund. Some examples include the following.

·               Cremartin GAA—2 heat pumps, LED sports lights, community hall LEDs

·               Aughnamullen GAA—Biodiversity Measures

·               Clontribret O'Neills GAA—planting of pollinator garden, traditional orchard, mini forest

She reported that the new applications will be late summer/autumn; no official date has been announced yet.

 
N. Skinnader answered questions regarding the funding of the EV GoCar and if the community can avail of the car. Other queries referred to low-income individuals in the area and in relation to the district heating study. Lastly, concerns were raised about Storm Eowyn, for example, falling trees and electricity lost in the area. Additionally, members asked if the council could provide PV battery backup to the public. M. Coyle stated that he will take the feedback given.

 

Cllr. R. Truell thanked the presenters and members for their engagement with the issues raised.

 
5. To receive an update presentation from the environment team on the “Draft Litter Management Plan for 2025-2027”
N. Malone gave a presentation to members regarding the objectives and actions for the Litter Management Plan. N. Malone spoke about how the drafted litter management plan delivers education and awareness on litter throughout the county. He also said all sectors of society, including schools, businesses, communities, and our citizens, are included in the program. He stated that anti-litter campaigns aim to raise consciousness about the impact of littering, dumping, and other deleterious activities on the environment in which we live. 
Cllr. R. Truell thanked N. Malone for his presentation and invited questions from members.
N. Malone answered questions regarding CCTV, the water system in Rossmore Park, and the number of fines issued in 2024. Other questions included those regarding littering in rural areas, littering in town, bringing banks, signage, and the Say It app.
N. Malone informed the members of a new project that the waste team will be completing in September. D. McEvoy said this project focuses on investigating the people in Monaghan to see if they have a registered bin, and if not, we will be sending legal notices.

 Cllr. R. Aughey expressed his concerns that the bottle return machine is not disability friendly. N. Malone stated that he will investigate this issue. Cllr. R. Truell thanked all the tidy town groups in the area that do litter collections in the Monaghan area. Cllr. P. Clerkin thanked the environment section for organising skips, litter pickers, and Hi-Viz vests for groups in the Monaghan area.
P. Monahan suggested members make submissions of their points regarding the litter plan. P. Monahan asked for a proposer and seconder to have the Draft Monaghan County Council Litter Plan brought to public consultation. The motion was proposed and seconded.

6.      To receive an update presentation from the Environment Team on “Community Insurance for Tidy Towns”
N. Malone gave a presentation to members regarding community insurance for Tidy Towns. He outlined that Monaghan County Council has recently launched a Community Insurance initiative that allows local authorities to obtain insurance for Tidy Towns through a partnership between Irish Public Bodies (IPB) Insurance and local authorities. He stated that this will take the responsibility away from the tidy town groups. He informed the members that once the Tidy Town meets the criteria, they will receive a notification from the local authority when they are included in the scheme. He also informed the members that if Tidy Town owns a ride-on mower, they must purchase motor insurance separately, as this is a specialist insurance policy not typically included in standard Tidy Towns Insurance Packages. N. Malone stated that all information about the insurance is now available on the website.

 Cllr. N. Keelan asked if the residency association can utilise this package for their groups. N. Malone said he will investigate it and will get back to him.
7.       To receive an update from the Environment Team on the “Lough Muckno Road to Recovery Project”
D. McEvoy gave a detailed presentation to members regarding the findings from the Lough Muckno Road to Recovery Project. The presentation included protecting and improving water quality. D. McEvoy said the project went to tender in 2021. She also provided the members with information on the conclusions from sediment analysis.

M. Smith gave a presentation on the Monaghan Water Quality Status of 2016-2021. She explained why Monaghan County Council chose Lough Muckno as a special project. One of the reasons includes that Lough Muckno was assigned Bad WFD status from 2013 to 2018. Martina reported it had improved to moderate status in 2021.   Lough Muckno has been included as a “Project Area for Action” in the Water Action Plan 2024. Monaghan County Council was supported by the LAWPRO in our submission.

Meetings have been held with cross-border partners in relation to potential future projects. She reported the Lough Muckno project findings will assist in identifying appropriate and targeted measures for water quality improvements, which will also benefit biodiversity and climate change in the catchment area.

She answered questions regarding water quality in rivers, sewage system funding, car washes, farm inspections, fencing streams, Brexit, and cross-border contacts.

Cllr. R. Truell thanked the presenters and members for their engagement with the issues raised. 
9.      AOB
L. Murtagh inquired if it were possible to be given a works programme in advance of the SPC meetings which would allow time to liaise with the relevant and affected groups prior to the meeting.

Date of next meeting: 15/09/2025 at 2.15 pm in the Council Chamber, MTEK 1, Monaghan.

Cllr. R. Truell thanked members for their attendance and participation.
