Minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting for Climate Action and Environmental Services held in MTEK1 on Monday 29th September 2025 at 3.00 pm.

Present:
Cllrs. R. Truell (Chair), N. Keelan, S. Flynn, P. Clerkin, N. O’Connor (DOS), K. Duffy, J. Fox, P. McCreesh, M. Coyle, N. Skinnader, M. Clerkin, S. Treanor, E. Brennan, L. Murtagh, A. Forde, and N. McGeown. 
Cllr. Truell welcomed the members to the meeting.

1.  Minutes of Previous Meetings.
The minutes were proposed by Cllr. R. Truell and seconded by Cllr. S. Flynn.  
L. Murtagh requested an amendment to the previous minutes.

2. Matters Arising

Lough Muckno has been included as a “Project Area for Action” in the Water Action Plan 2024. Liam Murtagh was advised that the SPC or the County Council will not be able to amend the plan which was published in September 2024.
3. Presentation on Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems, given by John Fox, Rural Water.

J. Fox gave a presentation on the Registration Inspection process for domestic wastewater treatment systems including septic tanks which is aimed at protecting both ground and surface waters from the risks posed by systems that are poorly maintained or not functioning properly.

His presentation included information on the number of inspections, how/where inspections are targeted and the results of/response to inspections.  He also went through some stats on grants, such as criteria as well as the values awarded.

N. Keelan thanked J. Fox for his informative presentation and asked if it would be possible to circulate a map to the SPC members showing the catchment areas, as this will highlight which households will be entitled to apply for a grant.
P. Clerkin asked if the criteria was set nationally and was advised that it was.  

A. Forde enquired if it was possible to divert the wastewater from domestic appliances from the septic tank, however, J. Fox confirmed that this was still considered contaminated water and needed to be diverted to a wastewater treatment plant. 
L. Murtagh raised the issue of raising awareness, via social media and advertising.  N. O’Connor advised that P. Monahan should be consulted regarding same.

4. Presentation on Climate Action, Quarter 3 Update, given by Mark Coyle, Niall Skinnader, Mary Clerkin and Shane Treanor.

M. Coyle began by giving an update on Key Performance Indicators, such as adaption and mitigation of such projects as Active Travel, Housing Retrofit, Green House Gas Emmisions, Climate Action Plans, and Weather Emergency Events.
L. Murtagh enquired about how the Council planned on targeting the big emitters.  M. Coyle advised that the Council have a substantial catalogue of these big users, with a focus on DZ.

Regarding Biomethane usage, K. Duffy advised that initial consultations have taken place on the possibility of a potential developer using poultry litter to produce biomethane through anaerobic digestion.  N. Skinnader spoke on the District Heating Study which is currently being looked at for County Monaghan.  Phase 1 saw a longlist review of the 5 major towns, with Monaghan Town itself emerging as the most promising location due to a number of factors, including demand, clear anchor loads and number of potential stakeholders.  With phase 1 now complete, phase 2 has begun which will involve engagement with customers, feasibility studies, potential network routes and cost factors.
M. Clerkin gave an update on the Climate Action Fund which is due to launch in mid October.  She gave a breakdown of the funding system as well as giving examples of some of the projects that have benefited as a result of the funding.  
S. Treanor gave a run down on some of the activities and workshops planned for Climate Action Week which runs from 13th – 19th October.  The theme of which is “Small Steps, Big Changes”.
Cllr. Truell welcomed Shane Treanor to the team and concurred with the Committee on the high standard of work that the Climate Action Team were carrying out. 
5. Presentation on Tree and Hedgerow Strategy, given by Patricia McCreesh.

Patricia gave an informative presentation on the Tree and Hedgerow Strategy.  Her presentation also included the good news story of Elliot’s Farm which was donated to the Council by the Elliott Family but had a stipulation that the land was not to be developed.  As a result, lost strains of vegetation have been recovered.  It is now the hope to create a traditional meadow at the site with grazing native animals.  All the members were very enthusiastic at the prospect. 

N. Keelan expressed concerns over the ash dieback.  Affected trees near public roadways needed removal to eliminate any danger to the public, however, P. McCreesh advised optimistically that some of the trees where salvageable given the proper treatment.  

A. Forde expressed concerns over sycamore “helicopers” which were hazardous to horses if consumed.  P. McCreesh advised that there was no policy in place in relation to this issue and that unfortunately, this was up to the land owners to manage.

E. Brennan suggested that with the rising frequency of storms, hedgerows were a better option when designing new developments rather than high fences/walls.  It was agreed that the Planning Section needed to ensure that translocation of trees/hedgerows was taken into consideration when setting out criteria.

L. Murtagh welcomed the strategy and asked if bodies such as Teagasc, as well as farmers and other Agri Schemes were being consulted.  P. McCreesh stated that they were liaising with these groups.  N. O’Connor suggested an SPC led strategy be prepared before any plans were finalised, with a first draft at the next SPC meeting in November.

K. Duffy informed the committee that a project was currently underway with Coilte and DAFM to plant native trees on a section of the Scotch Corner landfill facility site.  N. Keelan welcomed this initiative and suggested a similar project could be done on the Convent Lands.

P. McCreesh advised that she could take a closer look at tree planting in her next presentation to the SPC, with particular emphasis on which ones are most suitable for certain areas.  

6. AOB

N. O’Connor advised that future topics for the SPC will include The Litter Management Plan, Draft Public Consultation, Tree Strategy, Biodiversity Plan, and an Annual Environment Inspection Plan for 2026.

N. O’Connor also recommended that it may be beneficial for the SPC members to visit some of the sites discussed.  The site visits could be included in future SPC Meetings, e.g. Elliot’s Farm. 
R. Truell thanked the members for their attendance and input.  
Next meeting booked for Monday 24th of November, 2025 in Clones MD.  Lunch proposed for 1.30pm with meeting to follow at 2.30pm.    

Meeting concluded at 4.30 pm.

