SPC For Transport

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 03rd December 2025 10am. Uisce Eireann MtekII & Microsoft Teams.

Present:

Cllr Raymond Aughey (Chair)

Monaghan County Council

Cllr Noel Keelan



Monaghan County Council

Cllr Pauric Clerkin 


Monaghan County Council

Cllr Alan Johnston


Monaghan County Council

Conan Connolly



PPN - Environmental 

Samantha Farrell (online)

PPN – Trade Union

Gordan Read



PPN – Business/Commercial

In attendance from Monaghan County Council:

Nial O Connor



A/Director of Services – Transportation

Kevin West



A/Senior Engineer Transport

Declan Toner



SEE – Roads

Donal McElwain


SEE – Roads

Jonathan Condell


SEE - Roads

Seamie Mc Mahon


Administrative Officer – Roads

Fionnuala Mulligan


Assistant Staff Officer - Roads

Apologies 
Fergal McMahon, Emily Treanor, Cllr Sean Conlon





1. Confirmation of previous minutes

Minutes of the previous minutes were proposed by Cllr Johnston and seconded by Cllr Clerkin.

2. Matters arising

Cllr Johnston asked could he get a brief update on point 6 (Monaghan Town Inner Link Road Teach Na Daoine -Beechgrove)

Kevin West stated that funding to develop these roads would be announced January of next year the Southern Link Road will be first with preliminary examination and phase 2 progressing next year.  It is hoped that Part 8 planning will be completed by the end of next year if funding is granted. Kevin explained that all environmental aspects must be added and that we are currently preparing a brief to go to tender for a consultant to be appointed.
Cllr Johnston stressed that it is critical that this is done following the flooding in the town centre this year on several occasions.

Kevin stated that it will be kept on the SPC agenda for next year.  Nial said it is all funding dependable and that it is probably ambitious to have it done in 12 months.

Cllr Aughey agreed to keep this to the forefront of SPC meetings in 2026.
Cllr Keelan under AOB wanted to stress that the road opening from outside companies is not reinstated properly.  Kevin West stated that there is a dedicated member of staff now employed to carry out this role and under Noach report published annually so we can see how Monaghan County Council are performing Country wide.
3. Roads Maintenance Strategy 2025-2030 (Update)

Declan Toner gave an update on the strategy and stated that it had been adopted and that we have applied to the Department of Transport for additional 2 million in funding.  All Municipal District have provided us with their roads programmes and are doing traffic counts. Tender for these works will be advertised in quarter 1 of next year with works beginning in the summer. Cllr Aughey asked if the traffic counts when available can be shared with Councillors for their MD’s.
Declan said yes that the number of vehicles and HGV count can be shared.

4. County Electric Vehicle (EV) Strategy 2025 – 2030
Jonathan Condell gave a presentation on the Overview of EV Charging Strategy with Region 1 includes Monaghan, Cavan and Leitrim – with Cavan County Council being the lead Authority. He explained that the core aim of the EV charging Strategy is to deliver on the objectives as set out in the Regional and Local EV Charging Network Plan 2025-2030 and to facilitate effective decision making by Cavan, Leitrim and Monaghan CC in relation to EV infrastructure projects.  Draft Policy is currently under review by the three Local Authorities and ZEVI (Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland) Office and final draft to be presented to the Transport SPC, first Quarter 2026.
Cllr Keelan thanked Jonahan for the informative presentation asked how many charging points there are at present in Monaghan.  23 at present. Nial explained that a new member of staff will be appointed within the next month to start working on this five-year strategy focusing on getting suitable sites in place.
Cllr Aughey asked what is the policy with new built Council Houses. 

Nail explained that the electrics are left so that a home charger is easy to connect.  Kevin said there would be funding available to Hotels and Business to install charging stations at their premises.
5. Urban Speed Limit Review Update & Traffic Calming
Kevin West gave an overview of the Road Safety Strategy 2021-2023.  Stage 1 is to Identify Urban Speed Limit Zone (USLZ).  The second step is to identify and map those roads with the USLZ if any, that exhibit the characteristics of an Urban Core as defined and therefore where a speed limit of 30km/h would be appropriate.  It is recommended that a speed limit of 30km/h should apply to:
· Roads in the defined ‘urban core’ within the ‘USLZ’, i.e. roads where there is a significant and regular interaction with vulnerable road users;

· Housing estate roads in the ‘USLZ’;

· Residential streets in the ‘USLZ’;

· Roads adjacent to schools in the ‘USLZ’

Once a Local Authority has decided on the proposed speed limits for roads in an urban area, the Local Authority shall then implement all proposed speed limit changes through bye-laws.
Kevin asked if anyone had any questions:
Cllr Johnston voiced his concern regarding the decision that small rural villages will be exempt from these new speed limit of 30km/h and feels that we need to at local level make our own decisions on this.  

Kevin West stated that with the traffic calming policy we want a constant approach when looking at speed limits. 
A.O.B

Conal asked for a review of what we covered over the last year and to plan what topics we want added to get covered next year this was agreed.
Cllr Aughey asked for an update on the Quite Road - Ballinode to Scotstown
Kevin sated that we are hopeful that we will get the funding to develop it this next year it will then be monitored and if successful roll it out to other parts of the County.
Next Meeting to be held Wednesday 18th February 2026.
