SPC for Transport
Minutes of Meeting held on 18th  February 2026, 10:00am
Location:  Uisce Éireann Meeting Room, MTek II & Microsoft Teams
Present
· Cllr Raymond Aughey (Chair) – Monaghan County Council
· Cllr Sean Conlon – Monaghan County Council
· Cllr Pauric Clerkin – Monaghan County Council
· Cllr Alan Johnston – Monaghan County Council
· Cllr Bronagh McAree (Online) – Monaghan County Council
· Gordan Read – PPN Business/Commercial
In Attendance (Monaghan County Council)
· Nial O’Connor – A/Director of Services, Roads & Transportation
· Kevin West – A/Senior Engineer, Roads
· Donal McElwain – Senior Executive Engineer
· Declan Toner – A/Senior Executive Engineer
· Seamie Mc Mahon – Administrative Officer, Roads
· Fionnuala Mulligan – Assistant Staff Officer, Roads
· Barry Eaton – Administrative Officer, Community
Apologies
· Cllr Noel Keelan – Monaghan County Council
· Emily Treanor – PPN Business/Commercial
· Conan Connolly – PPN Environmental
· Samantha Farrell – PPN Trade Union
· Fergal McMahon – PPN Social Inclusion
1. Confirmation of Previous Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Cllr Alan Johnston and seconded by Gordan Read. No matters arose from the previous minutes.
2. Monaghan Community Safety Plan Consultation 2025–2027
Barry Eaton delivered a presentation outlining the purpose of the consultation, which aims to gather insights, data, and experiences on challenges, needs, and opportunities to enhance community safety in Monaghan. The consultation will remain open to the public for the next two months.
The Committee welcomed the presentation and thanked the executive for the update.
· Questions Raised:
· Cllr Raymond Aughey requested that the U3A group be contacted to provide input.
· Gordan Read suggested placing a questionnaire stand in shopping centers.
· Niall O’Connor advised that the SPC develop a specific proposal to work on collaboratively with Barry.
· Cllr Alan Johnston noted that once the questionnaire results are available, the group will refocus its efforts.
3. Topics for the Year Ahead
· Urban Roads Speed Limits Review 2026-27

· Local Transport Plan – Carrickmacross

· Winter Maintenance – Review 2026

· Road Schedule review and adoption 2026

· Major Schemes – N2 – C2B & A2C

· Capital Roads Projects – 

· Monaghan Town Southern Link Road

· Carrickmacross Link Road

· N54 – Roslea Road Link – Clones

· Roads allocations 2026 (TII, NTA & DOT)

· Road Safety Plan  - 206-2031

· Traffic calming policy – Implementation

· EV Charging Strategy 2026

· Roads Allocations TII, NTA & DOT

· Monaghan Town Junction Study – Review

· Monaghan Community Safety Plan – Consultation

· Pilot Pavement Maintenance Strategy

1. Kevin West delivered a presentation on the Winter Maintenance Review 2026.
· Key points included:
· 24% of the county road network is treated under the winter maintenance programme, exceeding the 18% national average.
· A fleet of eight gritting vehicles is available for salting operations.
· The “Purchase a Salt Bin Scheme” has provided 80 bins to local groups free of charge.
· The 2026 review will examine possible route additions, route optimisation, callout processes, decision matrices, increased community services, and funding implications.
Cllr Bronagh McAree requested a list/map of Salt Bin Application locations.
Cllr Sean Conlon asked whether all school bus routes could be included in the winter maintenance proposal.
Kevin advised that MCC has submitted a request to the Department of Transport for a severe weather fund but indicated that the outcome of this request remains uncertain.
2. Kevin stated that a Monaghan Town Junction Study will be carried out in 2026.
· Cllr Alan Johnston queried what the study will measure; Kevin confirmed that the data will identify bottlenecks and provide evidence for improvement works.
· Cllr Pauric Clerkin welcomed the review.

4. Roads Allocations 2026 Breakdown
· Transport Infrastructure Ireland: €4,300,000 (Greenways/Active Travel) and €10,141,813 (National Roads)
· National Roads Authority: €2,500,000 (Active Travel) and €500,000 (Bus Stop Enhancement)
Department of Transport: €17,231,600 (Local & Regional Roads)
· Total funding allocation for 2026: €34,673,413
· Cllr Sean Conlon expressed disappointment at the reduced allocation and asked where the greatest impact would be felt.
· Declan Toner explained that the RAP Scheme had been a pilot project and had reached the stage where funding reductions were expected. A report has been prepared for departmental review.
5. Any Other Business (AOB)
Cllr Pauric Clerkin thanked the Roads staff for their work, particularly during recent storms.
Next meeting scheduled for 15th  April 2026.
