MINUTES OF HOUSING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (SPC)
Meeting held on Thursday 5th March 2026 – Civic Offices Carrickmacross Monaghan @ 2pm 
Attendance: 
Cllr Colm Carthy (Chair), Cllr Sinéad Flynn, Cllr Paul Gibbons, Cllr PJ O’Hanlon, Cllr Alan Johnston, Michael McBride, April Anna Barker, Daniel Sean McKenna, Tom Freeman, Teresa Carolan, Olga McConnon, Samantha Boyle, Miriam McMahon, Hannah McKenna and Teresa McGuirk 
Apologies:
Cllr Aidan Campbell, Packie Kelly, Lorcán MacCinna, Mark Hall,
Meeting Minutes held on Thursday 4th December 2025
The minutes of meeting held on 4th December 2025 were proposed by Tom Freeman and seconded by Cllr PJ O’Hanlon
Matters Arising

None
Age Friendly Presentation
Regional Programme Manager for the Healthy Age Friendly Homes Programme, Eimear McCormack along with Local Coordinator Elizabeth Doherty Mooney were in attendance.
Ms. McCormack delivered a presentation outlining the details of the programme including the Aims of the Health Age Friendly Homes Programme, Referral Pathways, the support available for older people to allow them to remain independent in their own homes and provided statistics of the work of the programme to date.

Following a detailed discussion members acknowledged and complimented the work being carried out, requested that the presentation would be delivered to a full meeting of the County Council and discussed the potential establishment of a weekly clinic in the Glen Offices.
Rent Review Update
Miriam McMahon gave an update on the rent review process which was nearing completion.  

· 2421 letters had been issued initially to HAP, RAS and Local Authority tenants requesting updated income details 
· 52 tenants did not respond

· Further information was sought from 17 tenants
· 1803 letters were then issued to tenants informing them of the outcome of their rent review.
· 364 tenants had their rents decreased

· 43 remained the same

· 1396 had a rent increase 

A detailed discussion followed including the outcome of the process; options for higher rent payers to avail themselves of the Tenant Purchase Schemes or the Affordable Home Schemes; the Rent Cap of €180; the availability of resources to carry out more frequent rent reviews and the issue of arrears accruing.
It was agreed that the executive would review the outcome of the rent review process and provide a proposal on penalty rents for the next meeting.   Members acknowledged and thanked staff who have carried out the review over the past 6 months.
Healthy Homes Guide
Samantha Boyle gave a brief overview of the new Healthy Homes Guide which had been circulated to members.  The guide is aimed at assisting tenants with issues of mold and damp in the tenant properties and to help prevent ongoing issues with mold and damp.  It is intended that the flyer will be circulated to all tenants and included in the next printable version of the Tenant Handbook going forward. 
Affordable Purchase & Cost Rental Updates
Hannah McKenna informed the members that all the Affordable properties and all the Cost Rental units in Monaghan Town have been completed and are occupied.
A further 10 properties have been identified for the Affordable Housing Scheme in Sean Ghairdíní, Mullinary Street, Carrickmacross consisting of 4 x 2 bed properties and 6 x 3 bed properties.  There is an open-house event planned for directly after the Housing SPC meeting and there has been significant interest in these properties to date.  The application portal will open on 20th March 2026 for applications. 
Some of the issues discussed included
· The adoption of an allocation plan was vital for the success of the Affordable Housing Scheme which has been circulated and used by other counties 

· Ongoing success of the delivery of the scheme will support any future application for a scheme in the county
· Ongoing requirement for department support and funding for future schemes

· Ongoing search county wide for other suitable sites and for the smaller towns and villages

Other Items for Discussion

A brief discussion took place regarding derelict sites in Carrickmacross and the need to find a solution for the good of the town

Chairperson, Cllr Carthy thanked everyone for their attendance and participation.  This concluded the business of the meeting.
