SPC For Transport

Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 11th September 2025 10am. Uisce Eireann MtekII & Microsoft Teams.
Present:

Cllr Raymond Aughey (Chair)

Monaghan County Council

Cllr Noel Keelan


Monaghan County Council

Cllr Pauric Clerkin (online)

Monaghan County Council

Cllr Alan Johnston


Monaghan County Council

Emily Treanor



PPN – Business/Commercial

Conan Connolly


PPN - Environmental 

In attendance from Monaghan County Council:

Nial O Connor



A/Director of Services – Transportation
Kevin West



A/Senior Engineer Transport
Bernadette McArdle


SEE Active Travel

Brian Braniff



SEE National Roads

Róisín Moore



SEE National Roads (N2 Major Projects)
Declan Toner



SEE - Roads
Seamie Mc Mahon


Administrative Officer – Roads

Fionnuala Mulligan


Assistant Staff Officer - Roads

Apologies 
Fergal McMahon 
1. Confirmation of previous minutes
Minutes of the previous minutes were proposed by Noel Keelan and seconded by Alan Johnston.

2. Matters arising
No Matters arising from previous minutes.

3. Roads Maintenance Strategy 2025-2030 (Update)
Róisín Moore & Declan Toner delivered a presentation on the 2025-2030 Roads Maintenance Strategy. Roisin outlined the reason and objectives of this strategy. Monaghan  has the 2nd highest road density and 4th highest road length per capita among  La’s. The local road network is in worse condition than the national average. 

Declan spoke on the Trials carried out in 2025 and the savings that were made, the trials included

· Dry in-situ recycling -savings up to 75%

· Stabilised in-situ recycling – savings up to 60%

· Micro-surfacing - savings up to 50%

Trials are picked on a road to road basis; it is hoped to investigate further options in 2026.

The members welcomed the presentation and thanked executive for their in-depth presentation.

Members sought clarification on how much money was required from the budget. The figure from MCC would approximately be €500k, this would include monies from MDs and the road opening licence long term impact fund. Roads would be looking for the members to ring fence €250k in this years budget for the strategy. The plan is to be brought before CPG and then full Council. This was proposed by Cllr Noel Keelan seconded by Cllr Alan Johnston and agreed by all.

4. Rehabilitation of Roads over Peat
Kevin West gave an overview of the Department of Transport guidelines in relation  to dealing with roads over peat. 10% of Monaghan’s network was over peat. All future projects would now need to adhere to dept guidelines. The process includes 
· Desk top Survey

· Visual inspection

· Pavement Investigation

· Drainage

· Ground investigation

· Environmental considerations 
A priority matrix would be used to determine what projects would be included for funding.

The members welcomed this report, Cllr Keelan asked could the council now apply for direct funding for various projects using these guidelines. Kevin West stated they could.
5. Local transport Plan Monaghan Town
Bernadette McArdle  updated members on the LTP for Monaghan town. The aim of this plan is to improve transport of all types within the urban area.
The members welcomed the update

Cllr Raymond Aughey ask that a disabled parking space close to the Market House be look at as it was at a raised kerb and a barrier there. Bernadette will forward to Monaghan MD. There was a discussion on the reclassification of part of the N54 within Monaghan Town. Kevin West stated that this could have some advantages and would give MCC more scope to carry out various works.

6. Monaghan Town Inner Link Road (Teach Na Daoine -Beechgrove)

Cllr Raymond Aughey spoke of the serious traffic congestion within Monaghan  town and that something needed to be done. He asked if Senior Management team had discussed this. Nial O Connor stated that there was a senior staff forum set up in relation to various projects and relief roads were a part of this. It is hoped to advance this further.

Cllr Alan Johnston spoke of the relief rd. at Annahagh and stated that the priority should be given to roads that ease traffic congestion. Kevin West stated that the road at Annahagh was from a different funding source.

A.O.B
Cllr Noel Keelan asked the council to inspect more road openings that are carried out by public utilities . Kevin West stated that there is a dedicated member of staff now employed to carry out this role.
Next Meeting to be held Wednesday 3rd December 2025.
